“HE In turn, was so lntent upon my-
weuvering to have himself spoken {o
by that mokt genial of hosts, the
wresident, thit he falled to see Marfe
{ unttl she spolie to him. - The first sight
of her bewliflered him, and his boj
@ -Bot ‘altogether hide the effects df
the dwlicious shock given bim by hyr

But be quickly r
eovered fils self-possession when " He
saw that “she was with Vandervyp.

That young min, though more boyts
}y babdsome than ever, bore himse|
with rather a sullen air. He met Haj
dy's clear_gnze with a forced smilg.
The smile became still more forcep)
when the girl transferred ber hanp
from Bis arw to Hardy's.
| “Ouly a very few minute
| soothed the disappointed love
“Whgtever you say !" he deferred
her caprice, and he drew back to spea
to o sharp-eyed .man near the presl-
dent,
Hardy was gazing fnto the wonc
Tul blue-blnck eyes of his companior.
They were as luscrutable as when h
hail last looked Into their depths. i
mal to speak calily, but his vole

" _sbe

Yo know that you are by f
~hEmost beautttul ‘woman hero?”
~HeF long. drooped and rosq
g6l to disclose the syme Inscrytablg
look.

“So 1 have veen tofd u,v.-mx tin
already—1 wislied a feiv momenits
with you, that. 1 might thank you fo
your generosity. It has given me thd

opportuaity of my trip abroad
and this visit |n Washington.”

“Lam saving al] the feports of you
soctal triumphs,” he sald. “They Huve
made me very happy.” .

Again  the kirl's lashes ~drooped
“That Is good of you— It is.quite nec
essary for me to become the rage—I
1 am to force a recognition from Reg
gie's relatives. (e says that, fortu.
nately, his flancee hys become interest
ed In another man who is quite as ell
gible as himself.”

Handy's” eyes. contencted; yet he did

“Stuce it wilt bring you happluess, I
—wish him—good fortune.”

“Yop do?” The question was a
most_an exclamation. But the girl a
once regained her qulet composure,
1 do not understand,” If you wish hing

fortune, why then do you seek|
- prevent him from recelving his
— compensation ‘as attorney —for _the

tentjon of the president. It Is to be
| seen, sirywhether you will continue- to
0 refuse to nnswer the inquiries of your
Bt Is sifficient, Capfsin’ Hardy | superi : .
May I ask you 'to tuke|fhe back to went fvhite, but bis jaw set
ol , | Orin with' grim fesolution. He stepped
'-ndmm mwnmnt‘ r her nearfout beside the |aldé, mnd erossed thie
president. As they| sidewalk ‘to thp waiting motor. As
she guve Hardy a |gpk of ‘half- [ they were whirlfd pway over the sleety
tment. . “You. must| asphalt, the aide sat with ore than
aln, that | thost do s my heartfmilitary stiffneds. s head and body
dictites, fhiough I confess| that. lobpy- | half iverted fram bis companion: as if
ing {is. far fron to me. Ifto avold  costajuination. Hardy sat
havé already met his andfas stifly at the other extreme of the
he Has In-vn 80 kind us 10 [promise me |seat. - .
. “The ride was short. The car._made
“1 cm.:mz wish Fou -uoc 58, 'he re-|a sudden turn, jnd curved around to
plied. : the executive offices of the president.
SHe gave him a quln.luu glnnce and [ Hardy looked at his cowpanion, per-
turnpd awa® with Vanderdfn. plexed. The fafe of the alde showed
Sthnding In” the eagd, Jostiing |00ty the stérn | wutchfuliess of one
crowd that walted for a wlird or esen | ho hus :*{ﬂ"‘:«“i"l dangeroys pris
om thé dent, fle full oner under arreft. 4 o s he
e ety e T b 1 wpors e o
widst-of %o great a crusll] she man-|HAMAY might aftempt to escape. A |
aged to obtaln_several mpfhents’ cbn- [ Joorkeeper condueted hem along o
versgtion.apart with the tgion’s chief | corridor Into a| small waiting roonr.
magistrate, 3 He' passed (1o fthe room beyond, but
She was still beside th prestdent | TeUbbeared [in i fow  moments und
whed the sharp-eyed maij| o whom | 180! to Tlhrdy| to enter.
Vpudervsin bud spoken aghe around | HArdy stépped tnto the room. and
N D i e bed - n tew | the door clsed behind him. The
words In his ‘ear. - Hardy| fpoked him | ulde and the dodrkecper had remalned
i 0l ey, bowed, and quigily sturted [0S, Hurdy looked around with o
t6 mpve away. “The wan fflowed higr | frown of cross the roon
until e hud Teft the White| House, a man sa at a businesslike
desk, There was uo -one else pres.
CHAPTER XXV ent.
- | The may turned in his swivel chair
Condemned. and ubruplly made a beckoning ges
The court-martial, bogan | {ts session [ ture. Hardy’s hand went up in salute
at nfae in\the morning, affd the trigl | 8% he steppdd forward. “He was o the
of Wrdy was over before firee n the [Presence of te commander i chiet of

afternoc

Istence

Redijear’s misconduct.
Hulrdy's statements 1o
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oy
of fhe de:

Vandervu test
by the ace

f b

lhlr.l

doped

151

ed to the

£ the ex-
e and of

planation

of his uctigns were us brjdf as. they
wero| cold and dry.  Acting jas w civil
officct, he had considered ¢ ‘ questipn
lof withholdisg ans mentidn of e
nnu..‘m a matter within hig {liseretion,
Whe n Interrogated “vhe umy he hid not
taker ppression
0 ..,L‘r the the mine
for Puselt, his buld ad of the
fact, |unaccompanied by ufly explana-
tion bf his motives, was Miceived by

his officer Judges with markd
The other charges \\.‘r} far more
)

seriogs,
vigor,

nentl,
wll!uiﬂ

and

leave,

he opposed
He'denied emphuticy
tentlan to desert or to ren
absetit from his pry
and - showed
gram [from a high official
department that led him to,
and

I
)

0

tribe?"
“I sald good fortnne " replled Har-|
dy. "“Any money/'paid him on that
contragt would be’ tainted.”
Marie arched her black eyebrows.
“Is it not trie that he will get through|f

. “The tands are fully worth the
amount agreed .upon,” stated Hardy.
tribe should receive all the aj

mpruuon. Honest lobbying would

carry the blll through at a costsof a
=?.rcw hundred dollars. These

friends of the tribe want mylions.”
‘Do you wish to deprive me of the
\mn that I would refelve through

m 7!

_,.¥u—qt every dishonest uail-r"
safld Hardy, his mouth hough
u. eyes bmuxm ber to furgiye m-

mYe enough

“An you uﬂllnh_me rejoined.
“You muy have heard that mtnes often
pinch ‘out or run Into valueless ore—
You can-guess why Pere and I have
fold no one, least of all Reggle,”

Hardy remalned unshaken. “If he
‘ll ‘worthy of ,ell. that will make no

to him.

myselt
tum pleaded the girl.
—' “Down In your heart you know the
valués (o life that are real,” no sald.
"!-ﬂomvl‘cpr'mmmnnd
“ through fraud.

of ubsence wuuld be at oncy

1 gravity.

em with
y any in-

In_perwi-
per dutles

the tele-
the war

believe his
for leave
[tasorably

acted upon by his commanfling officer

at Vancouver barracks, ' TN
eireulnstances, might have
fsidered sufficient excuse f
duct. But his refusal to
réason for taking advantage
cret knowledge of the mine
Influenced the members of!
to doubt the statement of
in coming to Washington.

Though the court-martiall
without rendering It
the courtroom ten years ol
pearance than when he en
regrettul, commiserating gl

most friendly of his judg
plainly to Indicate what w
findings. The thought of
resigning from the service
To be cashlered was

hard.

endurable,

Yet he walked ouf witH
stralght and bis head wel
went dlrectly to the White

sent In

Interview with the présidert)

refused.

spent the remainder of- thy
half the night drafting und
? Iam already used to|

a4 written

He went

i
is
findlf i

e

Y
ful

1

i3, In' some

plaln bis
£ his se-
perceptibly

he cort
purpose

djourned

b, b lett]”
der in ap-

ed. . The

nce of the

seemed
d be the

Nuntarily
4 been

most un-

his back

10 his logy

ngs and
[day aund

!

“I have not tted that there Is
_,lgl_hnd in m contract.”

“Perhaps it Is as wel),” he remarked,
"!on nnud not doubt your future

Modlg.lmnodd.qnlxﬂul
“No. 1 cannot doubt my future
now, Captaln Hardy. I must
dn him If I am to be happy,
I not?

g

il

S
¥,

.0

llnolddh’-!.llh‘ll

fre with me,” Interrupt-
more severely. “Your
jen brought to the at-

the army gnd navy.
The pregident looked him up and
down with a severe glance.

“You arg Captin Floyd Hardy 7"

“Yes, sin.”

“The suthe who suppressed the late
insurrection o the Sulus

“I happened th be I command at
the time, sir.”
“After that ydu. obt,

your eonduct i
hus resulted n |y
martial on serfouf
fore me the findi,
clreumstances afe

exceptional. B

dause of your r¢cord and of certain
statements that fve been p nhd
to me, T have bepn persuaded to give
ou wh spportutfity to explulu ,\uur
conduct

“Permit me, sir, to
[vour consideration a
the fnterests of the

Tardy saluted.
first present for
matter reluting t
tribe which—"
“Stop!”  orde:
| “Others are wuit
can give you only|
expend them on
will_have no fu
state your own
“The evidence
tlal. covered the
facts nuululll the
‘then I am gullty,
ency. That Is all
own case, sir. Wi
terwhich I desird
it down!" orf
ou have njne ny

ed the  president.
g for interviews. 1
ten minutes. If you
his other matter, you
th opportunity to
nse.”

efore the court-mar-
facts, sir. It those
charges agafust me,
and desire no clem-
I have to say on my
e mat-

lered the president.
nutes.  Be brief.”
ardy seated hilnsel and proceeded
to present his angument ugalnst the
Vandervyn contratt,  He spoke delib-
érately, but with a conciseness that
covered what he had to fully and
cleurly, in words as forceful us they |
were few. The president listened at-
tentively, but with no chunge in his ex-
pressipn. At the ¢nd of éight winutes
Hardy” stopped.

The president showed a trace of sur-
prise. “Is that all you have to say?
There s still o w
E ’nuu isu

eplled Hardy, ris-

’nm president touched a call button,
but raised his finger. “Oue moment:
What 1If T should confront you awith
witnesses?"

“As F have stated, sir, my only re-
quest s that all the witnesses in the
case be exumined.”

“There are sowe alregly at hand.
You shall see what they have to say
about your. charges.”

* The alde appeared and lmmedlltely
went out again nt a sign from ‘the
president. He returned with Vander-
vyn and Marfe. At sight of Hardy the
young wan stopped short, but, meet-
Ing the president’s cordlal smile, came
forward with easy assurance. Marle
did not look at *Hardy, as she fol-
lowed.

- The president addressed Vandervyn:
“Captain Hardy has declined to ask
for ¢lemency. 1 have decided to sus-
taln the findings af the courtanartial.
I the face of pil this, he has had the
femerity to mike | a chlr[e of fraud
agalpst your Indial q:n(nc!."
Vandervyn npdded: “Captain Hardy
1s too skilled a mrqt-zm DOt to reallze
that the best way to shield himself Ts
to raise the cry of 'stop thief " against

['! Could Not Impode on Your Gdne-|others, Does he allege that the signa:
C rosity.” tures to my contryét are forged?”
concise af his “The are genuine., They

hgatnst ‘vnn-nyn-nnm This he [Were obtalned by fraud” ‘bluntly

to  the pt ./ and Haray,

Stamped for malling u. ite moth-| “My word (s a$ good or perhaps

fng with regard to his own duyse, somewhat better q;.n that of a cash-
Wheo, near morning, he af last tell [lered officer.” rejolned Vandervyn.

fisleep, he was 8o near exhauption that | “You deny the charge,” the president

e did not waken until late. [The hour |Stated rather [than|loquired.

pet for the reconvening of fhe court-| — “Most tically,”  pleasantly

partial had already come. agreed Vandefvyn. He looked sigald-

lote his uniform with a cel xy:h.xun from Hardy to Marfe. “Asa sol-
might Have reminded a fell dier—until atly—the gallant cap-
pf revellle ln cadet barracks| n West | taln +belleves in ‘the

Polnt. . all Is fair o war and love.”

“The worn soles of his hly pok le lowered her eyes. The presi-
fshed slides beat a tatioo om|ithe car |deat thoughtful.  “Of course,
petiess ¢ld stairs by which he |{lescend- | Mr. V. yo, there catr be no ques-
fd to thé street. Hpadn««mwﬂot It \s & watter of your word

O In for s belated Mnﬁv at the fagalnst his. Yt were there any other

tadle bis landlally. He

| withesses than ryourselves and the In-
r

was
1 suj
self:
can’t- deny what I say, without for-
swearing himselt”

Inquiry, and bowed .in counfirmation 6f
the statement.

man’s sister as the only witness to the
contract. It would be well Il she could
be produced.”

The alde left the-room. Vandervy
agaln. ‘shrugged. “Search “has beel
made for her, Mr. President.- All thai
could be. learned from her Indian relad
tives was that she had Deen, very sick
and had gone away. Of course that
ant. to the happy hunting grounds.
There was' uo other pluce that she
could have gone.”

The aide returned to the. room
Ing a tall young woman who was
dressed in a Parisian  tallored it
that _ Vandervyn had last seen ol
Marte. She was gloved and heavily
veiled, and she yatered the room with
perceptible thaid) Marie went to
take her arm in o reassuring clasp and
ralse the veil. At no tlme since their

lead-

Cashiered Omur'» "

ta to Washiy w_,lnu/hul Va
been given so
Miss Dupont’s
This ubdoubtedly w the woman, and
he looked at hier w l[l shurp curiosity
S Marle ruised thef veil. Marle step-
‘.‘l aside und m./mm a full view of
| the
"
suld Marie.
She smiled af the shrinking girl,
and_drew her apout to the ‘president.
“My dear, th ﬁlhc ‘great White Fa-
ther of ull Indifins and of our. tribe—
he is our fathef—yo llency, this
Is Mrs.. Regingld Vandervyn.”
’Hw blow whs given with merciless
As \uA':lvr\)u gaped at Marie,
hu' eyes fluped with a sudden up-
leaping of fiefce exultance,

lervyn

reputpd sHindu  matd.

exglatmed.

He gasped/and choked out: “You—
ou ! —Al; m’me months—this—you—
Iudian!”

“Yes, Indfan—to you, even as she

was Indiunto you!" cried the girl.
ou have U 8O eager to marry a
“breed g fhphere I one. already your
witer

E u aliga black lie!” denfed Van-
“ never'married her!”

“You togk her by tribal custom, and
1d ber that ydu were taking her
Iy acgprding to|the common law.”
+ capnot prove-l lived with her
oper m) as her husband,” rejolned Van-
dervyn. |

The prapident looked at the shrink-
Ing Olnng with kindly gravity, “Do
you wish fhim to a¢knowledge you us
s wifer]

“No, nd. sir!” she disclalmed.
dou’t want him any mor,

“Iam pleased to hear you say that.”
replied the president. He turned to
Vandervyg. “I understand this witness
Is prepargd to testify that the signa-
tures to your contract were obtained
on the falpe representation that It was

“p

tribal counci
“Its a | le!

hoarsely replled the
young man. “Hardy knows nothing
about It.| There's only her word
agalnst mipe”

“We can send for the Indlan wit-
nesses, if pecessary.. Another matter
—at the inquest you testified uuder
oath that ai certaln Indlan killed Agent
Nogen, and| that you and Redbear then
killed the murderer. When you shot
Rtedbear, you rode off, certaln that he
was dead. | He lived long enough to
confess himpelf the murderer of Agent
Nogen. Why did you perjure yourself
at the Inquest?”

“You can't pm\'e 1t a.-unmxy chal-
lenged Vatiderv. my
testimony. This muuw and Hardy
bave hatched |up the lle between them.
{Even If Redbear made Such a confes-
ston, 1t 1s only hearsay and not legal
evidence.”

“Your friend Redbear seems to have
enjoyed shootiag at ngents.” remarked
the president, | “He.ylso confessed to
having made the two attempts on the
life of Captain Hardy. In view of your
perjured testimony st the Nogen in-
quest, oue is leyl td lnfer m not lm-
probable counectjon between those at-
tempts and’ your eamity to Captain
Hardy. But the|polut at present is
whether you still {insist upon the val-
1diky of your contract. Do you wish
an offictal invéstigytion that will take
the evidence of theiIndian witnesses?"

Acold sweat wa thering oo Van-
dervyu's forehead. Hp looked at Marie.
She turned from hif, afraid that he
might misconstrue the womsnly soft-
Deds into which her Berce resentment
hadl melted. He wheeldd about, and left
the. room, sullen. unrepeatant, deflant.

some, well educated,
ing—yet all wasted! Ci

" will ride
than this |cha

Hardy met ihe president’s look of |,

same stable as

a gla
a slighy
be saluted

Without président
abruptly.  fuced, ity desk
Hardy again

from th

The Sentence.
anteroom - the “doorkee]
lardy 10 a door on the gk

of the roow, and
Sofneone stepped ‘nto the room after
bfin, and touched Lim mu[mxln\ll\‘w!y
n the shoulder,

Hardy—

“One  woment, Captain

your sentence

paused. |V

use a:

her riding

The changed tone (n theé girl's volce
compelled Hardy ta look up.| In her
rudlant eyes he ‘saw a look that could
not be mistaken, The smile
seemed $0 mocking wa: now, teaderly

t

teasing.

“Marle—you—" he stammerpd. “Are
you certain it Is—love—not a pu-lnx

teelln,

“Pity!
.[¥ou think I could dare yity iyou?—a
1 could not have been
those |

man like you!

so

crush

pity that wjade me live a lie| all (m'«“
timé—that

accep!

Her voic

humil
¢ |\ "I know how very unworthy of you
am,

us. 1

He turned and faced the presidedt's

[alde with the clear, untlinching gze

|of a brave map ubout to be shot. The

|uide saluted with punetilious formal-
Hardy responded with cqual for-

|
|
|

|

My Word's as Good or Better Than a | <=

s slimpse of fyware of lier pre

Is it m-y a bappy surprise?” nlnr( ‘lemmer un hour ago.

+|eredulity that came into his face, her

a second copy of the minutes of the |l

JAfter what has happened, I feel consl-

-*«-uw-nxm-nmuu-

The alde presented un offictal |
docuinent, saluted, and avithdiew from
the raow.

For u long mament Hardy stood with
the decree of bis fate slowly crumpling
in his hand. His eyes were tiyed on
vacaney.  Doubtless he was seeing
yeurs of soldierly comradeship and
duty that vow lay in the pust and the
vision of the carcer to which he was
to huve given the utmost of his
e had always loved his profy

slon—and now--
The woman whose skirt he had seen
was o frunt of him before he beepme
ce. He found him-
self looking tito the cool, hulf-mocking
wce of Marle, N
A you afrald to read your sen-
tence?" she tuunted. it ot heen
for you, he would have had the mine

.uu a willion frbr his contract and

. The president conferred with $en-
The treaty
appropriation bill will be passed with
1 Gwaso-that no commission Is to be
pald for the services of any tribul
agent or representative.  He has lost
everything.  And now—I um waltlng
1o see you read that paper.”

Hardy drew himself up, opened the
cuvelope, took out the document and
read.

As Marle saw the look of blank, In-

eyes fiished under the lowering vell of
their long lashes, He stared up at her,\
but was too duzed to perceive the
change In her expression;
ted — honorably — on  all

he murmured.  “On all
charges—! Honorable mention recom-
wende=ZApproved—the President.”

Marie smiled with cool condescen-
ston.

ferely a question of dolng fustice

to you, Captain Hardy. When o man
bas done his duty, however hurshly,
1t 15 the duty of others
recelves - just  epmpe
credit for laving helped
about.”

“You?" he excluimed.

tlon,

“Of course,

though, 1f you, re
him—"

“That does.unt follow.  You must |
know 1 did leve him,

not endure the| thought. You have
seen the proof that there Is a good deal
of my mother's fed grandfather tn my
blood. No, I had'to give him up, and
ave decided to marry another man.”

“Another " echoed Hardy.

“WIHL you got congratulate me?”
she asked.

He rallled.

“I congratulaté him.

dent that you must have chosen some-
one more worthy of you."

“He 131" declared the girl; her glo-
rious eyes melting with tenderness.
“He 18 far mun' worthy of me than 1
am of him

With an effort she recovered her cool
composure.

“But now, before golug, I wish to
take this opportunity to discharge in
a way the obligation that, is a member
of the tribe, 1 owe to you for yaur
services. 1 shall therefore return the
wine to you."

She held out a document.
stepped back.

No, Miss Dupont,” he sald.
not accept 1"

“You must. I took It from you
Though I have used the Income from
1t not altogether for personal gratif-
tation. you must realize that my pride
will not permit me to keep It any
longer. Let me add that It has not
pinched out. as you may have Inferred

He

“I can-

from what I said at the ball. Itisa
bonanza.”
1 regret that I cannot accept It,” he

replied. “A captaln's pay s quite suf-
ficlet for a—bachelor.”

Marie gave him a mocking glance.
“Really now, Captain Hardy, you do
D0t expect we to Lelieve you will long
remain unmarried?”

He tried his best to conceal how her
frivolity tortured him.

true.”

“It is not,” she contradicted. “When/
we ‘were abroad, Pere and 1 went
Moate Carlo, I fancy the gambling
spirit lofected me. Let us sete
o'mnlnp of the mine with a wag,

If you do not marry this year, I
to keep it. But if you lnlny wt ln

that time, you wihl accept it back
¢ 0 your '-th o

“You way oot |/
belleve it, Miss Dupond Yet it 1s |/

whom a tm\\n\n'(h‘ deserves to be Infat-

uated. - But Y was not altogetlier friv-

olous. 1 seor\perceived your {mmeas. | LForelY "‘g’,‘:{;“

urable supe: rxur\u over him. Only wy

head could not yyercame the fasclna-

tion that had w%m my heart. My

soul sought to frke itselt from the

spell—I struggled and prayed— Yet ut‘i .

uot until there at thmine, when you | nece”and Indigestion., -qu,u,d, dty.

showed yourself the m\.\u: (he mOst | SyATI\PILL, SMALL DOSE, SMALL

generous—" B " \
She flung out her nnkg to b | GEUINE must bear Signal

piteous appeal.  “Captai cap-

tain! Say that you do not think me—

altoge

Hardy drew her hands tog
bent to kiss them with rev
| ston.
“Dearest,”

that
wh

up Into your eyes,

of wy

Nearly every fellow Is In hopes that
some day he will be able to quit the |

presumptuous
treacherous. conspirators succeeded In |

g of pity?”

For you? she cried.

even ‘had

ing yqu. ‘Do you think it
orced e to flout you

t his tuble attentigns?”

ity.

Yet| I hope I am not sa

ned you, and ydu,
courage and woderat

WAS 1 coquette

ther what he—thoughty

e replied,
her day in the coulee—that
Yot e dyi
and [ saw the

wother.
(THE END.)

|ALL VICTIMS OF DISCONTENT

1t
‘Absolutely Satisfied Person I3 Hard [ 4 oo
Indeed to Find, and Pmup- 1t

Is Well it Is So.

kind of work he Is doing.

If ft is hard work, he wants to do
something easy, and If it is edsy he
wants a position that 1sn't so confining.
If hie hus a Job where he works In an
otlice part of the time and on (he street
part of the time, he wants to get lto
something where, he won't always have

o be

The clerk in u store thinks he would
Hky @ place where he wouldu't bave to
the man
whosk time belougs to himsel  thinks
he would like to be a clerk. *When
you are\through with the day's work,/
he says bt the clerk, “you're through,

havk ulways got mmclllml/lu

work

but 1
worry

Hasband tiNpks that dofng the| n¢u.«- /
to see that he | work and talking to the nelghbyrs 's |/
1 take [u suap. and wify feels that she Avould
to bring this | be perfectly huppy If she could/go ouy

and w

Almost everybody 4s dissatigfiad with')
Iy did_not love his ob, and Is determined thAt i you
m.,.u not do that kind of wprk.

the fel

Why s 1t, I wondef, that de lttle

boy u

side of home Is to

liberty? Why do Soung ten fondly 4

dream that yondey, alwayp yonder, (s r‘m‘:fnt'l::bon-:.v:‘u; u;;r:(z
to be found bysiness Opportubity? | mofe/ou webs, and yo

Vhy docs o Cobeian playtul ehild again. A thor-

Why does the disolute fan conclude
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