—= bard upon Miss Illingworth's heels

“T6Re of ten thousand things Meade likdd

- letie and practical things thatmoderdn
young women cun do and she could, do
nm well,

Metde was lnmm-ly practical angd
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_yet not for that wloge did he love hef
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onrlnlucl and good-na-
C ture are dasy for folks who
are already prosperous and
successful. The.true strength of
a-man's character is rev
however, tn adversity. Tear the
foundation from “beneath one
who h; w enjoyed advan-
* tages of ition, and
see if he 'has the backbone to
conquer evil days—to rise above
circumstances and win, In “Web
of Steel” we have the story of a
man whose foundation is de-
stroyed. . His fight to rebuild it
makes the novel. It is not mere-
Iy entertaining fiction; it is a
piece of inspiring literature. We
feel sure all of our readers will
enjoy this Cyrus Towsend Brady
serial.
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Love of Woman.
¥ meetings only Hved up to thdi
entieipations, life would be n su
slon of startling cliwaxes. It had be
some tonths since Meade had sefn
Helen Mingworth. He had - dreamf«
of meeting her evary duy and had ple-
tured the meeting differently and mofe
rapturously after every lett Asta
matter of fact the whole thing whs
easual and ordinary to the last degrye.
1t always Is.

Doctor erence; a
elan, who was vic
financial man, and Curtiss,
enginéer of the bridge dom|

r

rétired phyfi-
sident apd
the chipf
uny, wefe

she stepped down from the car to the
station platform. He saw her, as |it
were, surrounded by prosaic men. The
womau he loved got the sume welconpe
and the same handshake as ber fathfr
and the other two men. It was njt
until big Abbott, who had becn belatdd
by some Sudden demand of work, canje
sweeping down the platform to engage
the attentlon of .the mea thmt the ank-
fous )Icmh.- had a mowent with the lpl
hers

Now Helen Illingworth had also bedn
seelng vislons, §6 that she had been 45
disappointed as he. The only. real saft-
Istaction-that either of them could take
In the situation lay tn the fact that the
othér was there. It was midsumm¢r
and the girl was dressed in some light,
filmy fobric which well became her ry-
diant beauty. Meade could look at [o
bit of structural steel work and tdll
you .all about it. 'All that he coufd
hage told you about the dress she wofe
was that it was exquisitely appropifi-
ate-but’it never occurred to hiw thit
“With a"great price.to a. great artift
Helen Hlingworth find obtained tht
Took of delightful stmplicity.

The gown was not wasted on Mend}-.
she decided, as she caught his raptuf
ous glance. She had never looked lov):
Her. She was not it fragfle, cthordyl
woman; quite the revemse, That wi<

about her. She could do all those at!

‘efficient. He could do all of
things Kmself and many more and He
ltked to do them, and that is one rej-
#0n why he had been attracted to her;

soft summer afternodn she |
Idoked as subtly delicate a¥every map |
‘would gt one time or another hiwve the
wothdn he loves appear, and as far re- |

“It's doing

he girl by his'side whofn he lby
to clasp fn his armsbut
dare touch the hem of Ber garmesf,
some dittle enfhusiasm cime foto'his
volce. “It Is the greatest| bridge, that
was ‘ever erected,” he sald.

“How you love-it,” suid the givl]
Did Meade love the Hric An,
re could <be no doubt| as to that.
studied Its growth hour by
hour. As the great steel Web' rose, Lis
heart expamded with it., He todk pride |
[in it aven more when thipy begun 14 |
I thi Hanl ucrows the
ouger end of the complet
L towdird {ts fellgw r
othieg slde; He Nogefed about It |
e warkfduy world
erned with it had with-
¥requently late iarthe |
i BT Tet theq
rthe |

T

suspendual

the
whea the rest

which was con
drawn to resy,
nizht he had o
sheet-Iron shuck he mxujvlr
work_(for the top of the
il tlie course of. the m\r had deter- |
mined the locartoq of the bridge far |
| from nny town), and in the moonlight |
| e had gnzed bewitd

ty fracery del- |
tely silvered, faintly ouflined, lmn»—!
< lofty, lifted high into-fhe hguvens,
He fell into_ w_little referle. for
brief woment from which ghe reculled

nd himself

naturally” he r..w\
suying in a_conventional to
“it weans w great deal
father—

“Oh, your father,”
(u‘n'lul,\ although she kne
the great engineer.

U1t e e crowning work und—"

“Your beginntn

“It is not In me
to hegin where wy father
“But thls will cou
al, because through fathe
I hnd some hand—"
1 belleve
ed the girl,

He broke-isto sudden ln
his merriment had that
she 1gged.  He scemed to| think that
was g sufficient unswer to| that state-
went, for he went og ful¢kly

“How long shall you stq

And in spite of himself b
keep his anxiety out of his volce

“I think father’s golng on to the effy
sometime tomorrow—probgbly In the
morning.”
Meadets—face fell.

she pegun fndif-
W aud liked

or In apy engineer,
oft off,” he
Nt a. great
r's kindness

nd—
you did it all)" interrupt-

ughter, and
poyish riog

@ could npt

to persuadd him’ to stay
i've seen lots of bridges built

tonger.

moved from things as it |
not.hlr Iworld! _ He was wearing thp
clothes, flstinel shirt, khaki trot-
vy shoes and leggings whic|
‘were hig habitual use at work. Corf-
‘trasted mm her fllmy and delicately
fabric his | well-worn oliv
nmumu stogd forth hideously.

That Is,/he thought -so, and the con
trust somehow seenjed typical of th
difference botwo:n lem as he consid

%

“here was the carelfss
of consclous power .in_ the bearing of
‘Which differentiated hiny
the men with whom shy
Wwa in contact during he
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He Lingered  About It.

but never one like the lnh»rmulumu.
and 1 should enjoy stang —ani T
watching you work."

“I dou't do the: work.
that, and the then, of coursq.”
“Your work Is the work that mak&h

Abbott dods

possible and profitable the libor of 4
others,” she answered.
lead, the rest only follgwi. By the
way, father told‘me to ask you and
Mr. Abbott to dive With us|tonight in
the car.”

Meade's mood changed lnto positive
gloom.

“I can't” he sald defectedly. I
haven't any clothes, neither has Ab-
bott. We left our dress siits behjnd
us whep we came into the wildernéss
to work. )

“Ob,” she laughed. “Whhi
goes that maké?~Come Just
It will be a yellef. I like yp
I get so tired of black and white," she
went on_quickly to prevent him from
taking advantage of her incautious ag-
mission.

“Hang the” E!mhu," sald the man,
radiant once more. in thAF admission,
“since you will allow—¢- I will come
with what I can rake up, But yowH
have to tell me which fork to use, I
have almost forgotten out| here in the
wilderness.” b
“It tsn't six months lln
at our house.”

“Six monthis 1. It's u thousdid years,
he went oo, “and I'm golng to take you
out on the bridge.after dinner. It's
great at any time, It's the most mag.
nificent sight on, earth evien now, byt
In the moonlight—there It Is now.” he |

as the little group| walked past |

the statiop which had bid the view

~und the great stfucture shiddenly was'

revealed to them.

The four 'mien- Ahesd

and stood silent. “Phere w.
AnRoiring ‘et

“Ylop plan, y
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s you are.
that wa
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abodt |

of It always gave the beh
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ze and palisaded wall and
thing.”
rfect proportipn that even
#ald the colon
s the bridge [stand<”

ing to drop something or

4

quk sowe-

“Ypu can break any¥hing/You like”

el with: hea: leasun-

these wene that—felt 1s overpoweriug { try, *so long a
presence.| Meaife and ‘the girl stgpped | “And that Is going to be forevey, fsn't
too. Aftfr onp’ glafice at the bfidge, |it, Mr. Mende?" asked Hylen quijckly.
she lookefl at bim. And that was typ- | “I don’t think anything built by\mak
feal. For the first time he was not at| will survive quite that Jong.” he\an-
the momdnt aware of, or immediately | Awered ns much to her. father and \he
responsivp to, her glan And that, {others as to her, “but tlis gives evexy
too, ypicgl.  She noted this with | promise of lasting its tifue.”
ap Jealousy. “You kyo observed Curtiss; “there)

“You fove the bridge,” she sald|was some question iR fmy mind about
softly. | }

Me strylghtencd up and threw his

and looked at her.
thought s0.” h

L today, [but now"—lie stopped, again,

“But uy she ed.

*1 Kave st learued what love really
I8 und thy lesson has not been tuught
e by u fridge,” he uns i directly

Yet Berpeamm Meaite, the younger, did

tly lové the br which he had
seen grow from the placing of the firsy
shoe—the| greut steel basy on top of
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a scientific
Meade had
with the
other man
had got int
a part of hi
yet more’ hy

The W
Oge of th|
possession
of d priva
Tiingworth
simple
paigner,
that wit

could buy [Which was lacking to make

bis privatel
or more luy
china and
ed not to

where.  TH

tillous In dfessing his part and Meade | B¢ Wholf calcula

and  Abbot
within an

climbing about the bridge, their hands

were serate|
torn. - Asid
\.mly mos
bott;, in s
oy matte
ertal man

Th¢ couy

A fost.

re

.,
1tpies

means

pt.

hie

Jal,

among bridge

ration, d |
of the boy—for so he loved |
—where of course nothing

& moot point

[ serious matters
kenerally,
lations of his own the fa-

jer bridge the feet of the

b carrics the whole struc
upletion of the soaring
ching out to meet its|
n the other slde—the great

. which was to bo the t
with of s
which lay 1
1y in touch guve

web

for the
fer that flowed between them,

would Mende, the
Leen eharged with the
nsibilities of the bridge had
for his exhaustive prepar
de experience. To a tho
cal truining-at Harvard,
Scientific

ve

schowls hud
substuntial, record of |
A fine bridge which he |

away Burma, trium- |
Ing the desig
difficulties, hud
ou of old Colon T
",l‘lr‘;.\m.-m of the Marttet | "0
ept the wan under | 500 0t
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icully, “will s

gus for what wasto be the | MO0 WOTY about thh

Are vou goi
" usked S
“You kn

riumph of the older man's
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A high idea

He was will. | 4ate of comple

“That depen,
| the shop,
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alnst all comers except
hen the two wills clashed, | 1!
'd but one way, his own, | OTder
15 between thd (wo we We
ot ldeal. Therp Witk you und
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nswer

those of his f; w though
hose of his sve

I
be finished,

. pe
shed, s
to normal lif¢ o

e unconvineed by the cal-
the elder, he had béen
_scorn in a good-natured
carefully set forth ohjec-
had been
by trium- |

“and 1 »
is the
all. It is the
has ever hfinc
biggest thigg
longest curtile:
the heavies|

IV heafd o

and

nforced himself i hisscon-
hd the more strongly be-
opposition.

pude’s position was rather
He had no direct supe
he construction. He was
deit engineer representing
He had welcomed the posi-
it gave him an opportu-
irom the very beginning
what was to be the great-

1ts beginnfug

,\mm-. upder
laugh tha

“What
pered back

o l'
qui
ver trod upon, the wheels

d had ever rolled across, |tell her.

Hesigner or office engineer.
watched its dafly- growth
est uttention. Like every
n similar case, the work |
hts blood. It had become
life. He loved the bridge ;
¢ loved Helen Illingworth.
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It Had Been a Part of His Life.

ession memtfers. When
drawings;
b the lacink

v (Imruu,hh
Meade fquickly.  “It
I wyself had
is ubsolutely
ided latticing

3
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s possible.”
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the old thing will seon

that we can all go back
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T hope s0.4t00,” assented the colonel,

s right. The fact

sssion with us
biggest Job the Murilet
lled. Indeed, it s the
In the world. It's the
ver, the greatest span,
, the—

1 ghout 1" Interrupted |

the girl, wiving hm into stlence, “ever | ders with a light wrap/and hasten fo
sinee you Yegun if.

ometimes I think
10 obsess me, too.”
it,” whispered

cover of the general

greeted her remark.

look like?” she whis-
ckly, g, retyrn,

But Mfade had no opportunity to | steps towary

er known dnything that
fail?" asked

at {s why we took his
wil

what, str?’
Curtiss here and some

sald Mende, turning
et will add

I shure of respousibility
You know the Ibooks
ewditz, the great Ger-

g enginepr
hodded.

t I—that is, we—thought thatf
KOt possibly be weakness ij
ympression
hem with the mathods he
snd then yubmitted the figu

members, but

nd then he we

“Yes." fald/thd colonel, “but we|form fear the sding. At the/knd o
don't wan{ oft expertment to fall in | the piatform. us they tur..cd jybput the
this instange, ‘| tempgrary station’ and storelfnfse, be-

“They wpf't,” sald the young man |fore "he moon
boldly. was Fising over the Righ /hifs that

up from the steep ¢

He had Igng since persuaded himself | SPre ik bank
that he bid beed all wrong and his|Of te other side of the
father. alf fight, so {that he entered | They saw her round, ry
upon his/ defense_ynd the detense of | tAroBgh an Mtrlacing trycery
the bridge with efithuslasm. He was | The flower part of the hflizd was sult

ready t§ brewk a lande with anybody |10 d¢ep shadaw. Indeed/ the pagon bad
on its unur Just] cleared the hills ¢f thd dppositd
" beghn the colonel, “we have | Punk of the great gofge eyt by the.

contiderfee in yout father and tn | "Fofd rver towing swirtly i i
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“Well, we shall donstrliction work were
worthy of it," .

His glance
his daughter

thut yot fodifa)e
ming  from  that i
tices/in the machiy

propose s

Igok \‘n You to e
sald the edlonel Kindly. | |

cohpretiended | 1
spake)  Colonel

sald the g o |
breath, 1 don’t wondyr | that you
Lsa't 4t beautiful/iyngtup 1o |

Oue

won

g
of 1t s’
(he/air that way?

s b

Niingworth was a very rich nin, The A | uid t \m.‘n
Martlet Bridge company was\pearest | P01 steel but sty 1
his heart. but he had w 0 I was," e thef man| “yfhen li
terests. His only d g thing like thyt aboye pvery-
ually by hing except my fathef, but ow=" - |
tnne. Meade was Hlvl poor. " |
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Led was sutiicient—yes, even for twol \[| —the real story begins with the

| And he would inherit much more. lllx next .installment. ~ Telt| yopr |||

friends to régd “Web of Steel,”
\the best serjal of the year. .

['Meade had not been the greatest engi-

neer of hils generation for uothing.  Jo-
dépendent and self-respecting, yoyng
| Meade conld not be considered a for-
| tune hunter by anybody. He was/the
| Kind of man to whom a decent f)fllur
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