Lt tonight. i

* fact remains. 1 know, it you don't.
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CHAPTER XXV.—CMﬂnuqﬂ I

~Poor deviil* Wertmeimer said §
ty, was
Tadmit. But who told you—
{“Never mind. It's true, isn't Jt?

Y the Englishman admi
avely—“it's true. It lies at u-nnéé
oor, when all's said. aps yo

won't believe me; bug it' .%

Kanow wib s

1 dIlﬂph ne!o( your nreupu- organt:
ing, for the sake of argp-
the pouiblmy Qr such

W, wenl, 1 vk ohr own wi
about thai. I don’t insist, so long
you re agreeaple to join forces w

S

o Int

B

“Oh, it's with' you alone
\)at with {ha. ingane_ boky,
nderworld, Unt

“You don't peally prect mo to be-
leve that? Yoy ware pretty thick wli.h
that gang.”

“Ah, but on probation anly! When
they voted §pddy out I wasn't con-
sulted.” They kept me Ia the dark

“T'd like to belldve you,” Lanyard
admitted. “But when you ask mp to
sign articles with that vicious assas-
sin—"

“You can't play our game with clean
nds,” Wertheimer rolortud
Lanyard-2o4nd no:

r to that.

B
“If you've Haid all you wﬂhed ta," ]

he suggested, kising, “I can assure you
is final—and go about my

hat's your hurry?  Hit down.
“There’s more to ny»much more.”
‘A8 for dnsthnce—

“I had a fancy you mmn uue o p&l

@& question or {wo.

Lanyard shook his nwl‘ 1t y
plain to him that Wértheimer desigy
to draw himwout through his mére-t
in Lucy Shannon

1 could" te]
you & great many interesting things
that {atimateljt affect your afairs, If 1 |

“But you -nould have;

liked. You must understand that 1
shall hold. the' bdlance ul powen here
trom now on.

“Congratulations “Lanyard llulhod
derisively.”

“No joke, my dear chap.
promoted over the hests—of your
friends, De Marbihan andfPopinot, and
shall huncc(nn.h be—as they say In
America—the whole works.”

“By what warrant?”

“The, tllustrious Bannon's.

I've been

I've heen

" appdiuted his Heutenant—vice Greggs.

deposed for bungling. |

“Do you medn to tell me Bannon
controls De Morbihan and Popinot?”

The Englishman smiled ludul;enny
“If you didn’t know it, he's comman-
der in chiet of our allied !orcel the
presiding .genfus of the International
Underworld, Unlimited.”

“Bosh!"” erjed Lanyard comempl\r
ously. “Why talk to me as I I were a
child, to be frightened by any such
bogy tale as that?”

“Take it or leave it, my friend. The
it
confess I didu’t till tonight; but I've
learned some things that have opens
my eyes. You see, we had a table mst
quiet “corner at the Cafe de la Paix,
and sinee\ the old man’s salling for
home before :long, it was naturally
time for him {o unbosom himselt rath-
er thoroughly to the one h¢ leaves to
act for bim in London 4nd Paris. 1
our power before he

Lanyard, watching the man closely,
would have sworn he had never seen
one more sobdr. Heé was indescribably
perplexed by this pstensibl canqor—
mystified and mistrusttul.

“And then q.hm this to/be consid-

ered, from yot Wertheimer re-
sumed with. l.Nlmnlt ‘businegslike man-
ner. “You work with us without

being obliged to deal in any way with

the old man er De Morbihan or Popi-
{o either of

not; you need never speak

them. Bannon ' will never
Atlantic again, and you can
much as you ke, within
Ject to my approval, LDL

s blirid to his best inter-
mer gmended with en-
or: 1

Let it go at that. I'm
d—neyer did care for

pt. Theré is still much
both sidés of our arge-

‘been one?
promised you pews hom'

te.” Lanyard |shid, ‘and
uriosity -at length en-

delved Into the breast-

.
4, from Antwerp, it read:
. Parist G arrest-
rding -steamer for Amer-
jérate-struggle.  Killad'
ately afterward. Poison.
confession.—Q. 2% 4
“Underworld? Lagysrd queried

N

nmam\lly the En;umm ‘uenlo‘.
noddm: “With mq alone, 1 offer yon
| jgar. fleld¥ Go where you like, do

t.you iil—I wauldn

frotitory to attempt to guide o um‘«
Lence, you.”
| Lanyard Kept niisels !n band with
considerable-difficulty.

“But you?" be -nea‘ “Where do
you come in?* 1

Wertheimer lounged |back fn his
chalr anid lgughed quictly. “Need you
ask? Must I'recall to 7 the foundd-
tions of my prosperity? | You had the
name of it glib énough on your tongu |"
that night In the Rue CHaptal. When
_you've done your work you'll come to
‘me and split the proceeds fairly—and
as long as you do that, ndver a syliable
Will pass my lips!”

-~Blackmall!” . . .

_“Ob, it you insist! Odd,
plea¥ing I ind that word!"

Abruptly the adventufer got to hs
teet. “By God!" he cridd, “I'd. bettér,
getout of this before 1 o {ou an, tn-
Jury.”

The door slammed behind him on &
room ringing with .Werthe{mer's un
affected lqughter . |+

fiow dts-

b . CHAPTER XXVI.
. \ wer ‘.

War.
| Lanyard, weary with futile cruly-

’(mg. and belxg in the neighborhoed af

the Madeleme, sought the cabrank

there and moodily took his place at

[its end, silencing the motar and. r¢-

[1apsing into,morose reflection so bro-

{ found that nthing atout him claimed
place in hls, consciousness.

Thus 1t was that<a brace of furtive
|thugs were able to slouch down the
rank, scruMalzing t covertly, but th
‘delﬂﬂ pause opposite Lanyard's c:
urider pretext of, lighting cigaretted, |
and
with-

identify him to thelr satisfactiop,
take themselves hastily off+al
Jout his kifowledge.

And not unll’they had quite disap-
peared did the driver of the cab-ahead
dare warn him.

Lounging back carelessly. the latter
looked the adventurer over inquis-
| ittvely. :

“It fs, then he inquired civily.
|when Lanyard &t length glanced
around, annoyed by subconsciousness
of the other's stare, *
the bad books of that good Gene
Mopinot, my friend?"

“Eh—what's that you say?” Lan-
yard exclaimed, showing B counte
nance of blank misapprehension.

, Thesman odded wisely.

“He whd s at odds with Popinot,”
he observed. “does well ‘nof- to- sleep
in public. |You did pot.gec those two

number—rats of Montmartre, if 1
know my Raris! You were dreaming,
my friend, and 1t Js my lmpression
that only the preséuce of those two
flics over the’ way prevented youd in.
mediate aspassination. It 1 were you,
1 should go away very qulckl
never stop till I had put stout w
between myself and Fopinot.”

" A chill of apprehension sent a shiver
stealing down Lapyard's spine.

ou're gure?”

ut of & certainty, my old one!"

“A thousand thanks.”

Jumping down, the adventurer’
cranked thp motor, sprang back to his
seat, and Was off like a hunted hare.

And when, more than an hour laer,
he brought his pant{iig car to a pause
in a quiet/ and empty back street of
the Auleud quarter, after a course that
had involved the better part of Paris:
it was With the conviction that he hld
beyond qudstion shaken off pursuit—
had there, |in fact, been any attempt
mads to follow bim

He.took

spot to gubs(iute

ot that gecluded
latse numbers o
those’ le was lidétised to display;
then, at re’‘sedate pace, followed
the lie gf, {he forifications northward
las far as La Muette, wherp, branch
|ing off, he squght and made & circudt,
lof two sid¢s of the privat park en-
|closing the| home of Mme. Omber. |
But the mansion-showed no lights.
and there jvas pothing in the asp
of the lodgh carriage entrance to
lead bim to belfeve that. the chat
laine had as yet Teturned to Paris, - |
Now the |iilght was still young, but
Lanyard had his cab to dispose of and [
not & few other essential -detalls tq
arrange defore he could take definit
steps toward the reQne-rnnmn of th
Lone Wolf.
Picking

reau’in the Rue de Grene
patched a qryptic mossage
18t WA,

ng detour

Fit to con;

“have the ef- |

“that you are in [’

who passed just naw and ook your | 538

i
#'E

Btruck| by the btrangeness of t|
m4neuver, he laoked quickly round,
refogniz the moonlike .mask of

Morbihan grinning sardonically at hf
OvEr the steering ‘wheel of the black
car.

A ‘second hasty glance discovered
r men in the back. With po ti

to|identify them, Lanyard

tant
s
faufMer #nd turned loase his

. Between the deep-
'b sted Betonatlons of the exhaust and

mg « hideous clamor echoed and Fox|
echoed fn that quiet street—a r-nrz
« which, the report of a revolver-sfot
drowned out and went unsoticed.
nynru himself might have béen win-
aware of it had he not caught, out/ot
thp corner of his eye, a flash of fire
thpt spat out at him like a flaming ser-
t's (ongue, and heard the crash|of
thk window behind bim falling inward,
sHattered.
n.. the shot. had no immediate sho-
o nsor was due almost wholly to L
y4rd’s instant and instinctive mlun.
TFveu before the clash of broken
1

tol futo readiness.

o incline, ho

h?‘o{ Bis mator

the sharp clajter |of & horse's! hoofs

and surmised |that at’ last the police
had given cha .

I uqn do'n Kflde

sfg kb-
dqu instilf %

the hoarse roa:
ounided more loud
came a merq ques-

and brought dis pl
Topping the| broy
heard above the

r| e(na

ing of its mol
ang menacing.
tian of

Then mupqulbm
him, as wild jas af
| concefved by brain

or |
nb«

ot despair came té
hy that was ever
¢ man.

artied him by

demonstrate:
thered to &

ning than a
struck—out of thi

yard

swore g
ld he! strike, now
K}J: this temper
the morning,

he walls of the Omber place.

Now if it were violation of the
jets Of his craft to|revisit prenjse:
once successtully enfered. he shelwed

|Rhem at least the prugdent defe: of
| selecting:a fresh poifit of attack—pne
fchosen. earlier. tu the course/ of| |his
first circuit of the walls. It hAdu't les-
caped him' then that this Prickaal a
plastgk construction | wa bad

1 be had marked dogn seve a
where the weatbey had entdn
hs outer coat of plastyr altogethdr
Bway. At tife first of tha¢e, midway
between ‘the avenue and the' junctiot
of-the gide. streats, ho fesiatod.~.
A3 he had foreseen,/the mottar tha
bound the wall together was crumbling.

of the exposed britks, establishi
foothold to a position whence his at
hand, gloved, could seize the top. of the
wall, cast the:ulster neatly over the.

‘Point where 8

d ypper curbing and, thus

led the Yoad' on
the left. To the right, a wide footwalk
of lasphalt separated the drive from a
gentle’ declivity, sown with’ saplings,
runtng down {to the lake.

Rising in hi plage. Lanyard slipped
trdnr.under higi the| heavy water-proof
cushion that fitted the seat.

Then, edging €var to the left of the
middle of thefroad, abruptly he shut
off| power and -pplled the brakes with
‘all, his"might. |

From its terrific nxumd the munn
c-hs to .4 stop almost within Its

gth.
nyard  was thrown  forward
.mn-n the. wheel, but having br.

They approgched
denle plantatfon .

glhss registored on his e
nf throw o the high speed and shot
agay liKe u frighterted greyhound,
/So' sudden was ‘this mlove that| it
cqught De Morbihan himself unpre-
,.‘L(-a_ In an tnstant Lanyard had ten
irda’ lead. In anogher hé was spHi
ik on two wheels found an acfite
cdrner into the Rue J ujon; and
in a third, as he shot through that
short block to the Avenue d'Antin, Had
{nfreased-his lead to fifteen yards. But
hd coutd never hope to better tRaf—
rather the contrary. The pursuer was
tHe more powerful car, and_captainpd,
tof boot, bY one reputed to be.the mpst
agring aid skillful motorist tu H.T)

=

ol

As he swung from the Avenue d'

VinZe
'd Better Ge! Out of Thll Before| |
D& You an Injury

b intazthe Roud. Point des Chamy
ysees? the nose of the pursuing cf
ched up, snoring, on his right,
xtually preventing any attempt
Fike off taward the east. to the boul
{rds and the cenXer of the city’s nij
e He had no cholce but to 3
rd.

He cut; an arc round’ the s
{rk of the Rond Point thy
kh of advantage, and,
t up the Avenues de
fes for he Place do
pdly in and out thwbugh the tide
pre lefsurely trafiic. . And ever t
ptor of the touring car purfed cd
ntedly Just a-his elbow.

1t there won‘i police about; Lanyal
W iiothing of them—not that

FE !=‘-!‘?EHG -

]
FeRm<2ca

f"!!ﬁ#‘

escaped injury and ef-
redu-a fostant recovery,:

The ‘car of the Apaches was upon
him in a pulse hoat . With ng least
warnlag of hig intdqion, Do Morbibyn
had no time to erhploy brakes,

yatd sav its durk shape flash past the
windows of his cad and héard a shpuy
of triumph. Then, with all his might.
hefflung the heavy cushion across that
scant space. directly ihto thp fuge of
De Morbinan. | -

[t flaw straight and true.

In alarm, ugable to comprehend the
nature of that great, dark, whirling
mass, De Morbihan attempted to lift
a warding elbow. Ho was too glow-—
the cushion caught him full force on
the side of the head, and before he
coyld recover or guess what he was
doing. he had fwisted the whewl sharp-
Iy to the righ
The car, rusning at little dess than
locomotive spdad. shot like a projectile

and turned
t shot down the

completely over as
tle slope tq the la
he terrific erash of Yig catastrophe
i followed by a hidebus chorus of
s, shricks) crion and Kroan

. swing himself bodily atop
the thing. |

But there, momentarily, he
in doubt. Jh that, singularly exppsed
and ‘cpmforrless position, poised ten
feet above /the lifeless street on the
one hand and with the hlack mystery.
t the neglectad park on the othet, he

seized and shaken by a fudden

\nnd unpresaged vevulsion of feeling in
no way colored by any sort of alarm.

Hq was afraid of himselt—he, the
|krim gnd deadly thing that walked by
night, the Lone Wolt, the creature of
pillage and rapine, the scourged slave
of that self which knew no law. |And
for @ little longer he lingered {befe in
trembling, not knowing whethot he
was to go back or go forward.

the lifting of 'a nightmare from the
braia of a slet
with a little s eér and a sigh,
yard went fqryard as one driven

Dropping Ao the ground wjith ap fm-
fPact muffed hy the -soft, damp |turf,
he made himself one with the shadows
of the park, as sil

1t as Ditangible, as
fugitiver.as they, until presently he
came out bengath the stars. orf the,

open lawn running \IL.‘IU the wing ll\lll
housed the library.

From one of the librar$" windaws a
shallow stone balcony jutted out pight
feet above the lawn—a height so |nsig-
nificant that, with one bound, grapping
its Ktone the
was upon It In a brace of sechnd

Nor did the windows—Ilong F
iwindows. opening inward—off
considerable obstacla; a pen
peditiously removed the old/dry
round one of the small, logénge-si

adily
tious

aca
opc.nln‘ bet
lo_enough to pf

pregsure_created
|thestwo ‘wings

tood

It wds no great task/to- work lw.lg,:\

paused &

Then slowly that terror passed like |

r. and with a start, |
Lan- |

rary.,

(I two swift stridep mjuu 1d

ter of the. screen and enscf
If in the recess of one of tif

wuu!(-w- behind its n.uy yelvet

'nm movement. could [Have
fmed no more precisely had it
heatsed, He was barely In M
en,qa stigre of shpdaw plipped

~
|

iyt
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erful flashlamp.
1ty - initlal  glare
durdlingly Ynto L
peered thrqugh
the portiere,
When. at
the other
the T

Angth his vmon

rathar,
bowition therd, {or tore ligh
eded, and dhis one, Mcking the
his studious cautlon,

cctric reading lamp and transterred
1t to the tioor befween the sgfe and th
| screen.

But even beforp she’ had  pat dowy
the lamp Lanyard had recognized thd
woman; before thy swift fjood of Hgh!
followed the dull ¢lick of the switch
he knew that she was Lucy Shanhon

He felt dazed, halfstunned], suffocat,
ed—much as he had'felt with Gregg|:
fingers tjghtening on bis windpipe thal
week-old night at Trayo

For an ingtant he experiénced rea
difficulty about breathing ahd * way

the the

| inside
atch

Flash of Fire Spat Out at Him.

w.aml, trewmbling In every limb,
on for skyaral hundyed ya But
tinje pressed, and|the ufefuluess ot his
was. at‘an end as far-as he was

uld hdve dreamed of stopping
en bf chegking speed for anythi
s than/an immovable barrier.
But astthe minutes sped it becar
parent that there was to B no
wed aftempt upom his dife for t
me being. The pursuers could affol
wait. And it came then to Lanya)
at he drove no mjore alone. Dea}
de with him, his passenger.
Only: When in ‘full course for t|
¢ Dauphine did he appreciate
rbigan’s, désign. He was to
fushed out into the midnight solitud)
¢f| the Bais de Boulogne and there ri
d9wn and slain out of hand”
Now and again glances aver
oulder showed him no change in the
§4p between his own and the car jof
the assassins. But his motor rhn
$weet and true—humoring it, coaxipg
“’E. contrived a littly longe? ta hdid

e Tow g
® 3% ad

XY A

EE553

is

ppmcmn( the Ps:n Dauphine, he
bacame aware of two%sergents de vijle
standing in the widdle of the way ahd
wildly waving their grms  He held bn
toward them relentisly—it was thetr
lives or his—and they leaped aside
ely in time to save themselves.
nd as be ‘slipped ‘iato the park like
hunted shadow” he' fancied that he
the sound of a pistol sh
Whether direded ‘at Yimsel? by ¢
ches. or fred by the lice to |ep4’
phasis to. their mdl‘nnlou. hoi
ldn't say.
ding low over the Whesl,
with anxipus eyes the shador
winding drive,
for a time with oo hand, while
with the ouJ be tare apen. s

E ; 4hére was po saying How
ny “times {ts I:x *nisght  not
o been’ astablished th the course of
dt wild chase thrqugh Paris, or how
n the polica mmm contrive to over-
1 and apgrehend (him; and as spon
fa bend in the road shit off the scene

of | the ‘wreck he| 'stopped finally,
jupiped down, and |plunged headlpng
in ght beart of the
Bojis, seeking fts siipndes whera trees
stdod thickest and lights were few,
fater, like jsome| tyttive, worried
crfature of the mnight-panting. dis-
helbled, his fough| clothing stained
anfl muddied—he slunk across an open
sppce a mile from his polat of disap-
el ped
thy the
stdalthily the rl}:lpe
tifeagions, daf
bojlevard, and begyn  t
wille arc to hif destipation.
hose. I,
—
CHAPTER XXyiL
On the Ba
nnocent of| eithq
anly sort of
and the Hown! u o(
yapd's mopd
mdered \nn
fcable it ‘bulked t
ing. He bad
* Pack and
hald anticipatq  |oviert attempt
jcipline him ing| proot of insin
reform. A re|

it
romptly layn) ard started Kis motor |

| the e

He hag
|to' thopdugh prior acquaistance | witn
bination of the safe, he needed
The screen of ginnabar af-
ded him -all the proteftion ho re-
ulred;
complish his purpoge and be out of the
house with alujast fpconcetvablo wift
ness, he didu'tleven trouble to explore
the household—heyond a swift| and |
cas arvey gf the adjoining sdlohs.

The* clock in the re hall
chimed the thjree-quarters

sption
as he
safo and thre
Knob.

But he did bt turn it That mpllow
music died out slowly and left kim
unstirring in the silence and gloo, his
eyes. staring wide into blackness at
nothing, his jaw set and rigid, his{knit
ted forehead ‘damp with sweat, hig
hands so tightly clenched tha{ the
nails bit patnfglly into the flesh of his
palms, whilo He lobked back over the
abyss that yawned between the Lane
Wolf;of tonight and the man wha had,
within the week, knelt betore that safe
th company with the woman he loved,
bent o making restitution of his theft
that bis soul might be saved thiough
ber faith in him.

He closed his eyes to shut out the
accusing darkgess, and knelt op un-
stirring, save as he shuddered now and
again with the sickness of a strong
man rent ju the conflict of man's dual
nature. |

Minutes pasped without his khowl
edge ir the crfsis of that struggle

Hut ot length he grow more ¢alm;
his bands relaked. the muscles gt bis
brow smoothed out. he breathed (more
slowly and an\ de his se
parted and thfough t
sigh escaped, Whispering through the
stillness. |

grapped combination: |

A great weariness was upon him as

he rose slowly and heavily from the
floar and stooll erect, no longef the
slave of selt, but its master, free at

last and for alf time from that arjcient |

evil which so lbng bad bel® his soul in
bondage.

And then, in that moment of vitory,
through the deep hush reigning i that
house, hehea. i the sound of. an facau-
tious footfall on the parquetry af the
hallway.

CHAPTER XXVIIL
A Meeting by the Safe.
It was a squad so slight. so| very
small and still, that only a supergubtl

animate organism, the buman
tion. .

Lanyard, whose training had t
him how to listen, had .early le
that the nocturnal hush,of one
is to be differantiated from that

and Because he meant 6 ac- |

en- |
[ sconced himsglf between scrcen and

of a sickish th in b,
temples, while tha pdandipg in bt
bosom was as the toling of 'a grea
bell. fle stared, swaying ko a man
who hds been struck. & hewvy blow.

1u ope breath he pware H( could noyj
and knew 18 must, be she:
| o r\mx\
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| | “Hundreds of Years. * |

no Inmi\ m \lm!nul or u\rrup
of the King's English, but
ot gnciept and honora

ning back for ne:
18 pointeg out that when tho per|
son| “born within the sqlnd of Bow |
Hells.” sayy “thet” for “hat “benk? |
for “bank.” \and “bylifr for “bailift,

London but in Kent/ and Surey fo

hundreds’ of yearh,
In 1ké manner i

and “ahtside” for /*a

.side.” It is sugge:

doners have been Ih‘ulxh.-d o

pronunciaf
ride ‘carndstly urge

nge their apeoch bey |

tioms.
them not to ch
cauvee of any
sions against
Whéther My. Machiride be correct of
not in his copftentions, it s w fact tha
Cotkney, hay surviyed for many cen|
turies in thh midst of speech that {
Ueqmed mofe ‘cultured. It Is a carioud |
4| fact tat iy the Nahama fslands; which |
| were gettjed more than 200 years ug
| by lnn:l?& rs.sthe Cockney spdech*s

t

| as strony as it is in Cheapside,

Grnped in the Dark
An l(nm(m,.nmn of the
of big business men has been conduet
the American Mpgazine b
8. Fullerton.
astonishing feature of this fn
vestfgation,” he says, “is hat so few
eso men who have atfained larg:
csses remember the turnjng ‘potnf
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