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. MBut why? nat
thought to| v
You knew ut-
pred. “After wha o
—Iit's your {ife or miné!” -
‘SpoRen like h true villain.of melo
a!  But it peems to me you gver-
ooked a conspiduous chance to
d{sh your hellish design back thete in
| opirwetion X the side streeta.f * .
5 "Would | be such a fool as to shoot
¥ e : .
H CHAPTER XXVl " A
T Lanyard
| 2 He had shown foresight in paying on't
whei served, and| was consequently A I
[T "7 mble to leave abruptly. without| g1VIng | \yy4y an infurfated oath the Gerfan
L trom time o shy.. Rising stopped short; but he dared not ighore
pushed the table aside. The 817l | (b} toadiness with which his tormehtor
was 1o less quick and Jittle less sen | Ly g tho maneuver and kept| the
sitive to the strain bf the momept;.but | ;ilio) (raned thiough the fabric of. his
@8 she passed him her lasheq lifted | i o " e
and her eves were all his for the in 4 incutred with ad ex.
1 Stant. t of surprise. |
™ “Good night” shie breathed-1"§0od o, Ekstrom muttared
night—my dear!” | v xt tnie Il sbow fou
| She could heve| guessed nq more | aly mercy—" || . |
| shiewdly what he heed® to nerive bim | |F*But if thére th no nast tima? We're
|| mgainst the impending clash. He [nnt apt to meet[again, ybu know.?
~ | " badn't hesitated as|to his only course. [ |FThat's ' somdthing Tuyonu your
but till then he'd been borribly atraid. | k 1
4 knowing too well the desperate cast ¢f | “You think so? But sha'n't we re
z. the outlawed German's naturd. , BUt|sumo our stroll?| People might see us
. mow, since d¢he badt wnoken. be couldn’t nding here+—pou with your teeth
o - . ¢d. like' an |i|l-tempered dag. |Ob.
‘He #trodd briskly toward +m en- | thhnk you!" ARd as thay maved on.
trance from the bollevard, out of the | |nyard continupd: . “Shall | explain
corner of his eye aw: t Efstrom, iy we're not apt to méet againl”
B taken" by surprise, It ptarted | |1t it amused fou. you may tell| me
£rom his chair. (hetj sunk back. 3 you think sp.”
Two paces from the door the EIrl| |iTyanks oncq fore! Fpr the sinple
ehecked herself, myjrmured in french. | 1o that Par] satisties, we; 8o fere
Ob, my handkerchier!” and fturned |yt |
briskly back. {FWell 7" the app asked. with a bldnk,
Without payse. as though be hadn't | iy o000
Begrd, Lanyard threw the doof \wide | Vi yoreny yof, mein herr, leave
and swung out.'turting directly|to the | po o tonight.” |
#By. Al the mame |ime he dropped a | *L.\ypai'makes fon think that?* |
Band into the pocket of hia rajicoat. | |g.caume you pulue your thick Bide
‘where nestied als-aftomatic, tgo highly to remain, my dear ¢ap
Fortunately Ekstfom bad chésen a | o, .

table in a corner
any in use. Lanyard
out fe of being 9

g But for a momént|

did Ekstrom speal
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knees crossed; the| German
kept a hand buried

his beavy aark uls
could doubt the oth

in the poc
er. Thus
er's 11l will

adventure:

VIl get you before ."::;:'":m b
jot—a '"'“‘"! B8O | sargo that | have
ted. mofitenpd the | | (HusB! the
with .angrvous | P4%.01 fHEbt
tongue, but coutentpd himself with a ""':"u'i;;m,,‘,'
Bod of acknowledgmpnt. - s X ful t
d ¢ff that gunt? Lan | 108eterul (0 ong
“Take your han 'I senaitive nature,
yard ordered. vé only | d
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life's not worth &
 ia Paris—as you sby
The German hesi)
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-kept & third of Paris ‘within
there was sull a tide of ped
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excuse.
He nad

ravening mob dpon the

bis parsuit. would seek!ta shake

fo Bight rather {haa turn and Oght—

-and fight bere, of all places!
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fng tone. “Hring both
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loud to nave you
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erly, for five minutes
jscended to the Mdtro
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ad one chance to
jntion casually to
spen Captain Ek-
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be well out af_Paris
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tor an fnstant Lan-
jersuaded he'd gone
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By LOUIS JOSEPH VANCE
| f ©op b L ance.) |
ily in ‘modest cire or gise as | {he gederal aspect of their -surround-
What Paris calls & de remise /fbe park was as biack as a
fia backney car without hocket,| e heavy efffuvia of wet
Wwhs a 2 | en | mold, ing weeds and  rotting
‘| ailing fts proprietor|te scurry at will | [eave. {| . choked the'mir sedmed only
aout cabridden Paris: without exclt | {o render the murk still thicker.
'ifg comment; but it couldn't be left || But - evidently knew his
standing'in public places at odd bours. | way blindfold; though motives of pru-

off for long, without attracting)the in-
terest of the police, and so was useless
9, Lanyard at present. But be
efitertained| a shrewd suspicion that
bis “plans - might a)l miscarry and
thh' command| of |a fasttrgveling

of ere . long  become a necessity
b salvation, so be cheer
fylly devoted a fair balthour to

pltting the| motor 18 prime trim for
the road; | |

With |this accomplished—and the
fact establighed thrqugh discreet, pb-
Ithue intprrogation of madame la con-
clerge that |conditions in that quarter
were normal; that po ingairies had
bpen mare after thy whereabouts of
Plerre Lamfer, and ng strange or other-
ise questionable caaracters had been
¢ loitering in the neighborhood of
{te—he was ready for his first true
@p toward rehabilitation. )
Thus It was past one.in the morning
ben. with the girl an his arm, he ls-
ed forth ioto the dark and drowsy
e des Acaclas. moving swiftly,
assed (he Avenue de la Grande Ar-
e, and thereafter wvoiding main-
fveled nighways, dtruck southward
rough_tangled side streets to the
istocratic quarter of Passy. °
Here, skirtmg the boulevards of the
rtitications, they approached the pri-
te park of La Muette.
‘The home of that wealthy and ami-
le eccentric, Mme/| Helene Omber,
s a souvenir of those days when
#ay had been subutban. A survival
the revolution, a vast. dour pile that
d' known few changes since the days
its constructlon, it occupied a large,
kempt park, irregilarly triangular
shhpe, bounded by two streets and
avenue, and rendered private by
Eh walls crowned with broken glass.
“drriage-gates opened on the avenue,
arded by a porter's lodge. while of

“Bring Both Hands in Sight—Upon
| A Table.”

lhd‘ thrée posterns that plerced the
‘walls on Lhe side streets one only was

him refrain from using his
there wasn't the least un-
his actions. Never once

t loss. fgr the right turning, he piloted
he girl pwiftly through a bewlldering
lack labyrinth of paths and lawns
gnd lh't*et.l i
In due course he pulled up and she
#aw tha{ they had come out into a
lear splace of lawn and stood cloe be-
ide the | featureless. looming’ bulk of
lightless building.

His grasp tightened, admonitory,
pon her fingers, and she ‘caught his
uriously penetrating  yet guarded
hisper

“This| s the back of the house—the
ervice |antrance. From- this door a
road path runs straight to the main
jervice gateway; you can't mistake it;
Jnd the gato itself has a spring lock.
qasy enotigh to Gpen from the inside
Remember this in event of trouble. We
ight become separated in the dark-
ess and confusion.”

Gently returning the pressure, 1 un
orstand.” she said in a whisper.
Immeg{ately he drew her on to the
ouse, palsing but momentarily before
wide (oorway, qne-half of which
romptly swung open ahd, as koon us
they had|passed through, closed with
perceptible jar or click. And then
nyard’y fash-lamp was lancing the
loom on every hand, swiftly raking
the bounfls of a large, paneled serv-
nts’ halll until it plecked out the foot
f a tight of at the farther end
0 this they moved stealthily over a
led flooning .
© as¢ent of the staircase was ac-
cpmplishad, however, only with Infinite
| cre, Lanyard testing each rise before
| trusting it with his weight or the girl's
| Twice he bade her skip one step lest
{the ancient woodwork betray them
ith it4 complaints, [u spite of all

|

d With Assured Movements
Threw the Knob.

Swittly an

this. 00 less than three hideous squeals
of protest were evoked befors they

As ne spoke the light of the tasp-
lamp was hlotted out. An instant later
thie girl heard a little clashing notse of
curtain riugs sliding along a pole, and
this was thrice repeated. Then, follow-
ing . another brief pause, a switch
clicked, and, streaming from the hood
of a' portableselectric desk lamp, a pool
of light flooded the heart of a vast
place of shadows.

Reviewing it swittly, the girl found
berself in an apartment whose doors
and windows alike were cloaked with
heavy draper
celling in long, shining folds. Immense
black bookcases lined the walls, thelr
shelves crowded with volumes in rich
bindings; from their tops pallid, sculp-
tured masks peered down inquisitively,
leering and scowling at the intruders

A huge mantelpfece of carved mar-
ble. supporting a great, dark mirror,

occupied the best of one wall; bencath
it a wide, deep fireplace yawned, insuf.
ficiently shieldad by a screen of

wrought brass and crystal. In the mid
dle of the room stood a library table
of mahogany; huge leather chairs and
couches encumbered the romainder cf
its space. And one corner, that to the
right of the fireplace, was shut off by
a high Japanese screen of cinnabar
and gold . .

To’this Lanyard moved confidently,
carrying the lamp. Placing it on the
floor, he grasped one wing of the
screon with both hands, and at cost of
considerable effort swung it asides un
covering the face of a huge, old-style
safe. of which the body was burfed in
the wdll

For several seconds—but not for
miny—Lanyard studied this problem
intently, standing quite motionless;
head lowered and. thrust forward,
hands resting on hig hips. hen, turn
ing. he nodded an fovitation to come
nearer.

“My last Job,” he sald, with a smil-
ing countenance oddly lighted by the
lamp at his fect—"and my easfest, |
faney. Sorry, too, for I'd rather have
liked to show off a bit! But this old
fashioned tin bank gives no excuse for
spectacular methods!"

“But.” the girl objected,
brought no tools!

“Oh, but | have!” And fumbling in
a pocket, Lanyard produced a pencil.
“Behold!"” he laughed, brandishing it.

She knmitted thoughtful brows. 1
don’t understand.”

“All | need—gpxcept this.”

Crossing to the desk, he found a
sheet of note paper and, folding it, re-
t

“you've

ed.

ow,
utes.”

Kneeling, he gave the combination-
knob a smart preliminary twirl, then
rested a shoulder ugalnst the sheet of
painted” iron, his cheek to its smooth,
cold cheek, his ear close beside ‘the
| dial, and with the practiced fingers of
a master locksmith and an authority
| on strong-box construction, began to
| manipulate the knob
| Geutly, tirelessly, to and fro he twist-
| ed. turned, raced and checked the com
bination, caressing -it. humoring it,

g it ably 13
it in the dumb language his fingers
spoke so deftly. And in his ear Yhe
click and whir and thump of shifting
wards and tumblers murmured articu
late response in the terms of thelr
cryptic code.

Now and again, releasing the knob
and sitting back on hig heels, he would
bend grave scrutiny to the dial, note
the position of the combination, and
with his pencil jot memoranda on the
folded sheet of paper. This happened
perhaps a dozen times, spaced by in-
tervalg of irregular duration

But it had only been a premonitory
rumble in the inwards of a tall old
clock, about to strike, in the reception
hall. And as its sonorous chimes her-
Ided two deep-toned strokes Lanyard
laughed quietly, intimately. into the
&irl's startled eyes and sank back be-
fore the safe.

Atid now bis task was nearly fin-
ished. Within anather minute he sat
back with face aglaw, uttered a hushed
exclaniation of satisfacticn, studied his
memoranda for a space, then swiftly
and with assured movements threw
the knob and dial into the several
varying positions of the combination,
grasped. the lever handle, turned ft
smartly and swung the door wide
open

“Simple, eh? he chuckled, with a
glance aside at the girl's eager face,
bewltchingly flushed and shalowed by
the lamp's upthrown glow—"when one
knows the trick, of course! And now
+1if one were not an honest man—a
fortune’s ours for the taking!"

A wave of his hand indicated the
¥ack of pigeonholes with which the
cAvity of the safp was fitted—wide
spces and deep, stored tight with an
extipordinary array of leather jewel
cases, packet: of stout paper bound
with Xape and sealed, and boxes of
wood and pastebosrd of every shape
and size, .

“They 'were only her finest pleces,
her persofal jewels, that Madam Om.
ber took with her to England,” he ex-
plained; -“she's mad about them—
never separated from them. Perhaps
the finest colldction of priceless stones
e and purity of wa-
She had the heart to leave these

he sald, “give me five min-

this!™
Lifting L
dislodged two leather cases, placed
them 0w the fioor, and with a blade of
his penknife forced their fastenings.
From the first the light smote radi-
ance in blinding, t welter;

t dismond fewelry,
niostly in antique settinga

He took up & plece and offered it to
the girl. She dre ber band fn-
voluntarily.

“No!" she protested

that sounded lke gne

| It contained nothing but ples
with colored

Jades—tashioned by
fcraftsmen into rings, bracelets.
s, lockets, necklaces
Quisite _design—the whole"
gssly together, without care or
Aarfingement. M

| For a momext the ady Istaved
Hown moodily at this priceless hoard.
his eyes narrowing, his breathing per-
peptibly quickened. Then, with a slow
ture, he reclosed the took
an his pocket that oghor case|which
o

t, and held |

had brought from London, epened
t aside, beneath the light,
*or the girl's inspection,

He looked ot once efther at its con-
tents or at’ her, fearing lest his coun-
tenance betray the truth, that he had
not yet succeeded completely in exor
cizing that mutinous spirit, the Lone
Wolt,. from the teneinent over which
t( hag so long held sway; and content
With” the sound of her quick. sfartled
#igh of amaze. that what she now be-

what had ‘been disciosed in the| other
boxes, he withdrew his hand, shut the
¢ase. found placa’for it in thq safe,
and withont pause closed 'the. door,
$hot the bolts, and twirjed the dial
until the tumblers fairly: sang

One final twist of the lover handle
¢onvincing him that the combination

was ffeetively dislocated. he| rose,
fcked up the lamp, replaced it on the
lesk with s ilous care to legve no
$ign that it bad been moved. and

looked round to the girl

| She was where he had left her, a
mall, tense, vibrant figure amotg the
hadows, her' eyes dark pools of won-
;.-r fn a face of blazing pallor.

| With a high head and his shoulders
well back he made a gesture sfgnity-
& more eloquently than any words:
11 that Is ended!"

| As though thereby released from
¢hains of some stranke enchantment,
dhe started and came swiftly toward
Bim.

nd now—" she asked breath)essly.
Now to make our getaway,” he re-
plied with assumed lightness. “Before
dawn we must be clear of Raris. Two
minutes, while 1 stralghten this place
up and leave it as | found it

He moved back to the safe, regtored
the wing of the screen to the spol from
which he had moved it and, after an
instant’s close scrutiny of the rug. be-
gan to explore his pockets.

“What are you logking for?” the girl
inquired. coming over to him again.

“My memoranda of the combina-

tion-

“l have It.” She Indicated its hid-
fng place in a pocket of her coat. “You
left it on the floor, and | was afrald
you might forget—"

“No feal he laughed No"—as
she offered him the folded paper—
“keep It and destroy it once we're put
of this. Now those portieres "

Extinguishing the desk-light, be
turned attention to the draperles af
doors and windows

Within five minutes, leaving every.
thing as they' had found it, thp tw
were once more in|the silent streets
at Passy.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

ONE MAY BEAT A DONKEY
it Is the Wlll_c-l God,” Says an East

ern Legend, Reported by |
Traveler.

— s
In his article on bis joutney o Baby-
lon, in Harper's, William Warfleld told
4 legend prevailing among the natives
by which they justify beating of don-
keys but not horses,
"Wt stopped to change our mules.
In the roadway before the khan sat a
group of Arabs. A servant supplied
them with little cups of tea from a
tude samovar. . We saluted them. and,
taking our places in the circle, we'
were served'in turi. Someone In the
dark doorway was_thumping away on
4 drum. A boy came out of the khan
beating a poor lame denkey covered
with fly-infested sores. | turned to
one of my nelghbors:
it not cruel for thag boy to beaty|
a lame ass in that way? H
*"Effendim. 1t Is the will of God?'
“‘But you do not allow horses or
damels to be beaten thus.’ \
“‘Effendim. the donkey s nat ilke
the Rorse, nor yet 18 he like the camel)
The reason is this: Upon 4 certaln day
the donkays went before Allah ‘and
complained that they were grievously
beaten by:men. sa thit was &
greater burden than they could bsar.
Then said Allah: “I cannot make men
cease from beating you. It is no ein,
neither does it cause them any great
loss. But [ will belp you. 1 will give
You 80 thick a hide that hawever much
are beaten you shall not spffer.”
**So," sdld my Informant, ‘it is of no
qonsequence if men beat an S0
thick & skin did Allah give bim that |
after he dies men use It in the making
qt drums, and the donkey continues to
be beaten nfter death.’" | |

|

|
Carat. |

The word carat 1# derived from an |

Arablc word meaning & welght of four

In Greek it signifies litel

truit of the carob or locust

ain
Hora. the

(griginally in the form of § seed)
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[ 1914, and $17.87 \tn 1915\ |Totdl re\ |
| celpty were $16,53) ‘in 1914 $30.461 tn \*
| 1913,/831,589.47 in 1914, and\$62.520.2¢
n 9] r
capit
30% a \
1916, i, whick| year It paid alcash divt- |\
dend of 58%. [IER
™ Coqunyu statement shaws
that [the average  dates of|

seedipy, was April 20th; thy
date lcommenckd cutting wd
18th.+-Advert{sement.
| Force 1‘1 Habit | |
Y (calling up\ for mati

se save three\in tha Gf
be sure r\e_\' Te Yresh!—|

1
=
: And

| SALTS IF BACKACRY
KIDNEYS TROUBLE
at Less M%ﬂ Your Kidhays Arel
R e

"
\

| When you wake up
and (T;l misary Ny the K
| 1t gerje ou ha

| tng
| auth

H

EFER
fhefts

to
Bh kidneye, also to
n.the \rine so It ub log
bladder

i

23

and makey a
escedt lithia-water drink.—A

B

v,

he  phoenix of comma
the ashes of a fool!

I

t in practice Varies slightly ja dit-
:;:m places. Inl1$77 & ate of
ndon, Paris
prs fixed thq

ms (3163 grains).

heasured by a
':'mndnd; thu
e it 22-carat

Japanese Afri
& ceatury
ed by Japanese
1s said

i ~~upon the table!" -hiep. without of glange, | ) general\use by the servants of the | ghined thel top, each indicating a pause
¢ heid) - | . i the other two were|ahd a walt of several breathloss sec.
Two minutes ;.n e'r the quu“o: pregumed to\ he permanently sealed. | opds. |
beneath Lanyard'y feet wi ® crasl Lanyard, hywever, knew better. | But it would see -
and, Fuble of & Jorth-bougd train Whon they had turhed off from the g aLo o) at such serv.
@ waited threq minutes louger; hut ened pace and moved | |, aine, either
m  didn't |reabpeat; . at examining the prospect ustomed to
, convinced fhat his warning had lort of those
ved effectual, Lanyard’ turned and | gp the oné hand he had the wall ot thout mis-
wade,off. the| private park,\topped by naked, a swinging
the T soughing limbs of neglected trees. ‘On | doar they lentered th maipy reception
i CHAPTER XIX. |+ |tholother. across tha way, & bock of | by, revealed by the danct ¥ spotlight
i | - | [tall old buildings. withdrawn |bebind | ak & room bf poble and fur-
i “Come!" he sald peremptorily, En Route. [ Jealous garden walls, showing—at that 1o
ks, WP, Weve got to talk, | presume— | For all the succkss that-had ostensi- hour at least—stupid, sleepy faces and lone for'a
thrash this matter out—and we'll pome | bly rewarded his §ffrontery, Lan: '8 | Jightless eyes to mxz nxd darted
10 no decision | nd was far frdm easy. during t] Within the perspective ‘of the street $ for rapid
“Where 4o we go, then?™ the|Ger | hour which he devotdd to d 8- | but|three shapes stirred: nyard and ;kuu state bedchambers and servants’
E ducking. and doubling wéross Paris and [t girl in shadow of thy wall, and Quarters, A
“We can waik” back agasn beford|attempting to Peloin | 4. disconsolhte. misgrized \cat that| | .o | ___ h
trresolutely the spy une bis | Lucy Shannon. He hoped to confuse | promptly on thetr ee'yanished | |- . CHAPTZIR XX.
“1and confound any jackals of the Pack | il terropstricken ghost. \ | . -
tlat might have glcked up his wrall 8 | Glerhead | the sky  was \breaking, i o OfWith the OId, \
adventitiously as bad. .| |ghowing ebon patches and Jth & pensation of being crushed
is delight, Indeed. in discountenanc: | stagh through a wind-barried d “suffocated by the encompassing
g his dupe and 'enemy was uuite | clogd. The pight bad grown k mystery. she nerved herselt
by an agprebension that it |colder and 'moisy with the rus rotracted vigil. The obscur-
wte madness, simply because the spy | swepp of a new-sprung wind. 2Vepy band sefmed alive with
bad proved umexppctedly tractable, to |  Shveral yards from the posterns: \ Ithy fgotsteps, . mur
cousider the Ekstrpm affair cl In | Larjyard paysed| definitely and spok: the passage of shrouded
¥tle very fact of that docility inberpd | for fhe first tim tn many minutes, for of $llence and pf menace. Her
something strangyl xnd - | the|knowledee qf their errand's grav- 8 ached, her thront and temples
templation of whih distilied a potent | ity had oppressed the spirits of both [ throbbed. faer skin crept. her scalp
o | efhl hardiy an stlence ever led. Sho seemed to hear & thogsand
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