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Teaching Danlsh Agricultural 8t

A CO-OPERATIVE

Frederickssund, Dsnfoark.—We take |
oft our hats to the Danish packing |
house and its product| Here @ most |
eficent packing housq takes a high
grade plg and manufagtures him into |
the best bacon on earth. If Armour |
or Cudaby or Morris| were here he |
would be compelled td join us in our |
salutation of the packing houses of |
Denmark. Here fs the last word as |
to efMcient scieutific treatment of the
dead porker, |

But in Defimark they demand some-
thing more than sclentific treatment
tn the packing house. The Danish
theory is that to prodfice good bacon {
you must go-back intd the history of |
the plg. They want to know of what
breed he was, that hq was raised |
a sanitary pen, on pyre, wholesome |
food that he was be:wun five and
seven months old. and weighed from
180 to 200 pounds when butchered.
T Heiay not be a scrub, picked up
by the buyers and rushed Into the
yards to be killed and cured, as may
bo the case in America. The Danish |
pig s an efcient sqlentific agency |
for transformihg pure milk and grain |
and root crops and fodder into fine |
plg meat. And so- when the best
packing house methods deal with the
best pig the result fs sure to be the
‘best bacon, And the farmers after
they have raised theiplg and cured
the bacon in the bacoa factory which |
they themselves own, |nsist that they |
get the profit from the sale. So these |
Danish farmers keep pgssession of the |
bacon until 1t s pljced upon the |
counters of the retall flealers In Eng: |
land In this way they get all the |
profits there are in the entire process.

Organized Without Money. |

This is the way In which it Is done. |
The bacon factory here|at Frede¥icks- |
sund is owned by 3,000 farmers. There |
are big farmers and little farmers
among them. Some of them have
only five acres, and others have hun- |
dreds of acres. Some contribute only
ose or two hogs per year, while oth-
ers send theirs in by| the hundred.
Strange to say, while the*factory now

represents a very large Investment
and while the farmers who own it
great . wealth,

the plant was established without the
* ditect investment of onp dollar. “There
‘was no capital paid In 4nd there were |
no bonds issued. Aclarge number of |
“farmers simply got together, organ- |
1zed; elected oficers and directed that
these officers should, in their behalf,
borrow sufficient capital at the
by bank to erect the plant and start

]

for it, well 'knowing that the unlim-
ited labllity of hundreds of farmers
who were interested in|the bacon fac-
tory was the best sqcurity in the
world; well knowing ’io that under
proper management a (bacon factory
was itself one of the most sound and |
profitable  business. | yentures Into |
which these same farmers could go. |
The loan was obtained with the un-|
derstanding that repayment should be
in annual installments| running over
en years and that {hese payments
should be made out off the net earn-
Ings of the concern. |There is one
annual meeting of the members each’
year, and although thp financlal in-
terests which the diffdrent members
Ary largely, it
is one man one vote o matter who
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BACQN FACTORY

years cooperation has been in suc-
cessful operation In Denmark, no co-
operativeé society can count upon the
absence of rivalry and competition
from private dealers. Earlier in the
game more than one co-operative 80-
clety was sadly hindered in belng out
bid in fts efforts to purchase the
products of Its members. It is hard
indeed for the farmer to realize that
he should accept $10 per hundred for
his pigs from a co-operative society
while the outside dealer is offering
him $11 per hundred. The private
rs here played the game that they
are playing in America. Whenever
any co-operative concern started do-
ing business the private dealer at
once outbid it. Here as in Amerlca
the farmers sometimes abandoned
their co-operative society and sold to
the highest bidder. Occaslonally the
co-operative concern was pushed to
the wall and went out of business.
Here as in America the private deal-
er immediately dropped his price and
the farmer was-where he was before
getting whatever price the. dealers
agreed upon among themselves.
No Selling to Rival D
It did not take the organizers of
the co-operative movement long’to
realize that this could not go on. Con-
sequehtly, when a new organization is
started now thé matter Is fully ex-
plained to the prospective members.
They are told that unleds they expect
to give unlimited loyalty to the,con
cern, unless they are willing to agree
to briigiall of their output o the so-
cimyivnn when the soclety is outbid
by private dealers, there is no use in
starting a society at all. It Is fully
exflained to them that the high prices
which may. be oftered can only be
temporary and that the permanent

welfare of the community demands |

that the co-operative concern be or-
ganized and be loyally supported. The
matter thus fully before them the
Danlsh farmers do not. hesitate to én-
ter into'a contract to deliver all their
product to the local co-operative so-
clety. The members of this bacon
factory here are under absolute agree-
ment ta deliver pigs to no other deal-
er, although any member may of
course use such hogs as he needs for
his own use. Here {s the contract:
“We, the undersigned hereby pledge
ourselves to deliver to the
co-operativa bacon factory, which it s
proposed to- establish, all the pigs of
welght between 150 and 208 pounds.
which we may produce for sale. Such
pigs will be delivered on conditions
dectdad by the shareholders of the
soclety, and that we shall recelve
such amount in payment of such de-
livered swine as may be realized for
them by the factory less preliminary
expenses Incurred in the organization
of the soclety and the annual install-
meril on loan for bullding.and plant’

paydble during a period of about ten
years, together with current working
expenses.” .
if a member delivers pigs to any
dealer 'he is penalized. He has gone
into this agreement with full knowl-
edge of its purpose. As a result o
one seems to be In the least dissat-
isfled, although occasionally competi-
tors offer prices that are indeed tempt-
ing. . The manager told us, however,
that repeatedly he.had farmers not
only express satisfaction over the
profits which they were recelving, but
when in addition to a fair price they
have been paid a dividend they have
repeatedly remonstrated . that it
seemed to them they were getting
more than they should out of the corr
cern. .
Sixty Thousand Pigs Per Year.
“We bandle. from sixty thousand to
venty thousand pigs each year.
sald the manager. “During parts of
the year two thousand pigs per week
will come in. These all are nearly
of the same age and size, practically
all being between twenty-four and

twenty-eight weeks old and weightng

annual turn over.of bacon amounts to
about & million and a half dollars. We
send out some fresh pork. Our lead:
ing article is cured side bacon with
Bam and sboulder attached. We send
out also lard. sausage, boneless ham
aod a number of by-products. You
will note as you go through the fac-
tory that every product which we
send out In

ment stam)

ing price. They understand, of course,
that we will fix a fair market price
upon what we send them. With these
who want good bacon, however, it is
Dot so much a question of price as a

question of quality, and it is because
of| our guality that we have thése
standing orders.”
Fixing Prices. .
Each of the factories has a local
price-fixing committee, consisting of
the president of the local society. 8 |
well-known tarmer who Is not a direc-
tor of the soclety, and the manager
of|the factory. The manager of course,
produces the latest market reports,
telegrams and all other Information
obtainable to the results of previ-
ous shipments, the state of the mar-
ket and its trend whether up or down.
After providing for a small profit
which goes to the sinking fund and
allowing a quarter of a cent per pound
for working expense the committee
decides upon the prices which should
-be pald and which it will recommend
o the general district committee.
The district committee of the Fed-
eration’ of Bacon Factories meets once
a week to fix the prices which are to
prevall for the following week. This
general committee first learns the
views of all the local factory com-
mittees 1y the district and sets the
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ADES s bullt just under the
Persian gulf, and keeps its wa-
ters hot, Arabs will tell you.
To prove their claim they
point to the luminous, phos-

phorescent balks which lazily float be-|

Death the waters ft night, and say they
are fragments of the everlasting
es.

Maskat, the picturesque plrates’ re-
treat on the rocky Oman coast. 18
called the hottest place in the world
The satlors say a man who has spent
& summer in this blistering cove may
walk barefoot tnto Hades—and feel a
chill. It was 124 degrees Fahrenheft
in the shadq of our awnings when we
dropped anchor in Meskat harbor, five
days out of Bombay. Lord Curzon, who
visited Maskat, sald: “In the heats be-
tween June and August the ordinary

bursts; those graded

ces ing to their
tions: that is to say, if five local
committees recommend 45 ore per
pound, while five others place the fig-
ures at 46, the general committee sets |
1t at 451 |

It Pays the Farmer.

“We are now paying a little over |
fifteen dollars per hundred welxhl.‘
Other private dealers pay the same
price, but with the private dealer tho |
firat return fs all the farmer will ever |
get for his pigs. Each year we lay |
aside something for our reserve fund, |
and something to pay'oft what we bor- }

|
|
|
|

rowed at the bank. After we have
done this we declare an annual divi-
dend, which amounts to from $1.25
to $1.50 on each hog that had been
delivered to us. You see also that
at the end of the ten years' period
each farmer has a share In our estab-
lishment here, which may be termed
an additional price for his plgs. Un-
der our system each farmer has an
interest In this concern, when it I8
finally paid for, fn proportion to the
number of pounds of pork which he
has delivered to us during all these
years. We figure that the average
amount, which has been lald aside
and invested in this plant,_ls about
twenty-five dollars per member. We
do not pay this In cash to them, but
fssub a certificate which s evidence
thaq they own a share in this plant
and|in the business which we are do-
ing {here. This is not a closed cor-
poration, but any farmer who wishes
to join it can do so by paying the
estimated value of membership.

Standing Togethe:

“There are 43 co-operative bacon
factories In Denmark. We have a cen-
tral ‘organization, which is rather a
voluptary assoclation for the mutual
Renefit of the various co-operative ba-
con factories. The office Is in Cop-
enhagen. Weekly reports come in
from each factory gfying the amount
killed and sold, the expense of the
business and the market returns re-
cpived. The heads of the various fac-
tories meet from time to time to talk
over the best business methods and
possible improvements in our way of
handling bacon. We give each other
the_benefit of our experience and
think of every way possible to help
each other. We do not feel that we |
are, In any antagonistic sense, rivals.
We fully believe that every factory
is helped by the success of the other
tactories.; The success of each de-
pends upon the fact that all of the
factories are putting out a good
product and are dealing in an honest |
business-lfke way with the foreign re- |
tallers who take our products. What |
hurts one of us burts all of us. We |
are anxious, therefore, to help each |
other in every way, since in helping
others we are helping ourselves. |
. “You will find that there is the same |
spirit among our members that there
is between the heads of the factories.
The members do not feel that they
are competing with each other, but
feel that they should help each other
to increase the quality of the pork
produced. You will find them a very
triendly lot of people.

“Our agricultural schools and ou
government departments help us.
particularly upon all sclentific_prob-
lenis. They help us along the tech-
nical side of all our work. They make
experiments and give advice and co-
operate with us generally in a’ thou-
sand ways.”

Possibly the most striking thing
about the factory is that a group of
tarmers should run ‘a concern that
rivals in efclency and business
methods the largest and best private-
ly owned packing houses of the
world. We expeot farmers to farm
.well but we do not expect tiem to
I America they
take what is given them for the raw
product and go no further. Here they
as to get all there is in It.

plg holds

high enough have placed the solar ra-
diation at 189 Fahrenheit. The rain-
fall 18 only three and one-half inches,
and this all comes within a perod of
two or three weeks ™

A new American consul to Maskat
ot In the same day I did, writes Fred-
erick Simpich in the Los Angeles
Times. the silent, quivering heat
of noonday the old muszleloading guns
of the sultan’s fortress, perched high
the red rocks above the baking
wn, crashed forth a salute. The
tars and Stripes, {n hooor of the new
consul, appeared for an iustant above
the plcturesque old fort, built by the
adventurous Portuguese when they
Reld this bolling Inlet ages ago.

Aspect ls Uncanny.

Gibraltar looks tame beside the
wild, scowling cliffs of Maskat. Sharp,
splintered rocks rise hundreds of feet
high, straight up from the hot sea.
From the north a narrow bay opens
into this mass of peaks and crags, at
whose foet clings Maskat. The whole
aspect of the place ls uncanny and
weird—liko Dore’s pictures of Dante's
“Inferno.” Not a trace of vegetation
exists. Food is largely brought from
India.

Near the beach stands the sultan's

a pretentious structure for this

part of the world. A huge lion from the
Arabldn desert is kept In an iron cage
near the entrance to the palace. When
Lord Curzon was in Maskat he saw a
‘woman, who was accused of murder,
confined 1n a similar cage very near

zgg

the lion.

In the narrow, crowded bazaar,
every Arab I met carried a long curved
knife, and a firearm of some pattern.
Thelr rifles were often inlaid with sil-
ver, and had the stocks wrapped with

leerskin. Slavery was abplished-—offi-
clally—by treaty with the British some
years ago, but so many blacks had
been previously brought in that they
have left thelr impress on the people
of Maskat, with whom they have
mixed. The Maskat Arabs appear
much darker than those farther north.
Scores of thick-lipped, woolly-headed
blacks from Abyssinia and Zanzibar
were mingled with the market throng;
many of these were slaves belonging
to wealthy Arabs. The bazaar trade
itself, which seemed to consist largely
of guns and ammunition, besides of
course tho usual articles of cloth,
skins and food, is {n the hands of Hin-

du traders. Guns of every description |

were for sale, and It Is from this traf-
fic that the sultan derives much of his
income. Camel caravans take the guns
inland from Maskat, and carry them
around by land to Koweit, and even
across to Baluchistan. All the tribes
of the interfor of Arabia secure arms

{s source, which they after-
ward use against one another, the
Turks or ‘the English in Baluchistan,
as the case may be.

Maskat s above all a city of song
and dance, of good times and high life
—as Arabs know it In all it
is sald, no maids are so falir as {hose
of Maskat Here, too, flourlsh the
black arts and superstitious sorceries
which are openly avowed and prac-

MASRAL

| tised. “Baled-es-Soharah” the natives
| call Oman, which means “The Land
|of the Enchanters.” The water front
|1s allve with weird yarns of fancy
| magic and occult mysteries. Half the
fiction of the Arabian Nights could
| Eave been lifted bodily trom any of the
| same sort of stories which are told
| and retold in the coffes shops of Mas-
| kat any night, when the blazing sun Is
| et

From Maskat nortk the heat by day
aboard the Kola became more intense,
| reaching 126. Satlors slopped sea water
| o0 thick grass mats, and spread them
about the burning deck. beneath the
| scorching canvas awning. Heat apo-
| plexy kills men quickly on such days
|of suffering; one lives elich day in
| fear of the heat. Our dizsy heads and
| dry skins warned us of danger as we
| walked with shaky steps about the
boat, seeking some spot sheltered from
the soul-destroying sun. At 6 p. m. the
glass still showed 118, but we felt
some slight rellef.

Tales of Marine Monsters.

The morning of the third day from
Maskat we anchored in the delta of
the ShatekArab, or River of the Arabs.
This s the name given to the Tigris
and Euphrates rivers, after they unite
on their way to the gult. A few miles
upstream lay the Persian town of Mo- |
bammereh. Braving dangers from |
sharks, stingrays and other pests to
white men swimming in the gulf, we
bathed long and luxuriously in the
cooler waters of the great stream
which comes all the way from Armenia.
Marine monsters of many sorts swim
in the hot Perslan gulf, and the lurid
tales Arabs tell of them would fill an
Atlantic City reporter with honest
envy. One writer says: “Our dbow
passed through shoals of giant garfish,
dozens of which, attracted by our lan-
tern, leaped aboard. They had long.
pointed noses and one of our party
was nearly blinded, the point just miss-
ing his eye.”

At Mobammereh I quit the Kola—
joytully. Redolent of horses, g
with filth, rats and roaches, she went
[ber way. On the mudbank of the
| Shat-el-Arab, 50 miles below the Turk-
| 1sh river town of Bassorah, I found

myself, facing a day's quarantine in
the Persian station at Mohammereh.
Back of me, on efther bank of the
Karun—which comes down from the
Persian hills at this point and flows
into the Shatel-Arab—lay the flat,
mud-hut town of Mobammereh Itself, a
monotonous, sun-baked village blown
to fragments by British guns in their
war on Persla a generation ago. Near
by, halt-hidden in the changing mud
banks, I observed an old wreck. Later
1 learned her history; she was the
| tamous old Fox, once a blockade run-
ner in the Ameriean Civil war. But
how she got to Mohammereh, 15,000
miles away by sea, I do not know.

Seek Petroleum In Australia.

The government of South Australla
has offered a bonus of $24,330, to the
first person or body corporate that
obtains from a bore or well situated
in South Australla 100,000 gallons of
| crude petroleum containing not less
| than 90 per cent. of products obtaln-
i able by distillation. The oil must bo
stored at the bore or well from which
| 1t is obtained until the whole 100,000
gallons have accumulated, and the
minister of mines will require samples
of the strata passed through by the
bores, taken at every 50 feet sunk,
and a certificate from the government
analyst showing the results of his
analysis of samples of the ofl.

Of Course Not.
“I can't find my wreach,” bawled

a good deal of time

looking for your tools,” criticized the
of the

“Now, I always know where to find

my -

“Well, a fellow can't stick his monk- |

ey wrench behind his ear.”

ASHES TO FILL OLD MINES
City of Scranton, Pa., Belleves It Has
Plan That Will Accomplish
Two Purposes.

Scranton, Pa. has struck upon

gl

|

il
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and attempts made to have the mine
laws changed so as to hold the mining
companies responsible for damage to
the surface, but without success. At
the present time, however, we are
contemplating the flushing of 75,000
tons of ashes, which our city collects
annually, into the old mine workings,
under hydraulic pressure. By this
method the city will be beautified ex-

FINANCEERS. |

UNDER C?IIMD OF MORGAN

Former President of New| England
Road Exposes Methods By
Which Great Fortune
1 Was Squandered.

Washington—A story of | abpolute
‘@omiration in affairs of the Nelw Ha-
ven “railroad system by the late J.
Plerpont Morgan—of the spending of
millions in awed aud Ignorant silence
at the command of the all.powerful
financial ruler—was told to the inter-
state commerce commission Tuesday
by Charles S. Mellen, former presi-
dent of the New Haven. It was the
most extraordinary chapter yet un-
fonded In the commission's inquiry
into -the alleged exploitation of the
great New England railroad and dis-
appearance of fortunes from its treas:
ury through acquisition at extrava:
gant_prices of subsidiary properti
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Do doubt partially
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Members of the coun:
gel ‘and interested spectators fairly
hung on every word of Mr. Mellen, as
his story developed dramatioally un;
der the examination by Chief Counsel
Folk. Everybody listened with ab-
sorbed attention, and at times evident
amazement, as he related how he had
stood in awe of Mr. Morgan, because
of his comprehensi grasp and per-
fect prescience of financial matters;
how he had consulted with Theodore
Roosevelt, then president of the Uni-
ted States, regarding the purchase of
the Boston & Maine railroad; how he
had prevented the late E. H. Harri-
man frem acquiring the Boston &
Maine by getting it himself for the
New Haven; and how he had dealt
with the late Police Inspector Thomas
F. Byrnes, of New York, to obtain the
Westchester stock held by persons
whom he assumed to be connected
with Tammany hall.

As he did when on the stand last
week, Mr. Mellen gave his testimony
with apparent willingness, answering
every questipn readily and concisely
—that s every question except one.
He did try to avoid telling about the
time when Mr. Morgan humiliated him
by brusquely refusing to give him in-
formation concerning the Westchester
transaction to which he thought, as
president of the New Haven, he wi
entitled. When he finally related the
Incident, his face was drawn into hard
lines and he claped. his hands over
the table in, front of him almost con
vulsively. His voloe indicated no
signs of emotion, however. continuing
clear, distinct and resonant,

TWO KILLED BY FAST TRAIN
Auto Struck on Grand Trunk Track at
Granges.

Battle Creek, Mich.—One man was
killed and one fatally injured Satur
day afternoon when Grand Trunk
passenger train No. 10 struck an auto
mobile near Granges, at the Michigan
Indiana line.

The dead, Richard Boutell: fatally
injured, Samual Frick; shghtly hurt,
Harold Frye and Fred Boutel. Al
were of Mishawauke.

The train does not stop at Granges
and the machine started to cross the
track ahead of the train. Frye and
Fred Boutell, the son of the man who
was killed, jumped and escaped seri-
ous imjury. The automobile was de
wolished.

Hillsdale County Is Organized.

Hillsdale, Mich.—A Hillsdale county
branch of the Michigan Press and
Printers’ federation has been organ
ized with D. M. Rogers, of Camden, as
president and R. W. Hayes, of Hills
dale, as secret; Milo W.. Whit
taker, of the Jackson Patriot, present.
ed the plans of the new state federa
tion. Hillsdale county is said to be
the first in the state to orgenize on
the new basis, .

MICHIGAN NEWS IN BRIEF

Edward- Austin has been named
postmaster in Battle Creek.

Gold quartz was found on the farm
of Charies R. Smith near Cadillac by
men drilling for ofl. It was struck
about 600 feet below the surface.

Danlel J. Davis of Saginaw har
started suit against the Saginaw-Bay
city railroad company for $35,000 dam-
struck on the head by
a street car several weeks ago and at
times s mentally unbalanced as a re-
sult.

Dr. J. H. Kellogg, who hsas just re-
turned from an easfern trip, says that
the second national race betterment
conference wil be held In Battle
Creek Jan. 2, 3 and 4.

Patrons of Fjint banks will vote on
the question of whether the banks
shall be closed Saturday afternoons.
The bank clerks petitioned the direc-
tors for the half holiday.

W. K. Prudden, wealthy manufac:
turer of Lansing, bas oftered the city
$50,000 for an auditorium, and it has
been accepted. The building will be
within two blocks of the capitol.

A fly swatting contest bas been in-
sugurated among the children of the
public schools at Harbor Beach. Val-
uable prizes will be offered to- the
“swatter” of the most fiies up until
June 30.

Gov. Ferris has received the resigna-
tion of Wesley Hyde, of Grand Rap-
ids, as & member of the state board
of law examiners. ‘The . resignation
has been accepted. Mr. Hyde ' has
been & member of the board for sev-
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though protection of cattle is not regue
larly required, excepting for calves
and such cows as it may be

to house from time to time.

developed. ¢
pring a splendid class
of new ‘settlers have gone in, many of
them from the eastern states. These
-have seen what success the westera
and central states man has achleved
in Western Canada, and are now go-
ing {n in hundreds. The movement
from Montana, Oregon and Washing-

Pacific, Canadlan
Trunk Pacific, all of which will have
through to coast lines completed. Thus

British, Royaity’s Narrow Escape From |
What Might Be Called “Simply
A tion.

ure of a woman, age one hundred and
four, the widow of an innkeepér. This
ancient dame has eight sons living,
six of whom have served n either the
army or the navy. The rector wrote |
informing King George of these things,
and the king ordered a warm congrat-
ulatory telegram to. be sent to her.




