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HAS LARGEST APPLE ORCHARD

~ INALL WESTERN MICHIGAN
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Largest Apple Orchard

J. B Merritt pf Masistee, is the
owner of the largest apple orchard
in all Western Michigan, It is lo-
cated mear Manistee and comprises
173 acres. Mr., Merritt 'has other
orchards besides| this large one, 80 |

. that he starts the new ope with the

assurance ‘that Vi a few years it will
& propasition. The soll
qrehard? {s light, much |
like most of the soil of western and
northern Michigan, but it s doing
well with all fruit.

Mr. Merritt, during the years the ||
orchard s coming to maturity, utilizes |

the land between the rows of npple
trees to ralsing othér crops. usually }
using a leguminous crop in order that
the soll shall be enriched at the same

time it is producing a paylng crop.
In many instances in western Michi

gan the cost of the laud and the up-
keep is Narvested from this secondary
crop which in other years the farmers
and fruit growers mever thought of,
or at least neveq bothered with.

From the mﬁwm “his apple trees
are sent out, Mr. Merritt's farm hands
give them the care that Is now kyown
o be mecessary to produce well bear-
ing trees at the earliest possible
time. Spraying and pruning and other
forms of ‘murturing are carried on in
the most approved manner, Mr. Mer-
ritt personally supervising the work to
know that his orchard, pmper();‘g
getting proper - care. Some of ~tRe
trees in the big orchard are now three
years old. “Any Inclination to bear,
and many of the trees this year would
have borme small &;nlas were theyy
given any ohance, is checked prompts
1y,. the strength of the trees being
forced tmto the body and further
growth, .

Mr. Moeritt is of the most en-
thusiastic apple men In Michigan, one
of those who belleve the only way
Qregom or Washington have It over
Michizan ou the question of.apples is
in their eare in harvesting and ship-
plag. The campalgn of education now
going ou ta thig state, he belloves, will
in another year or two show Michl-
gaa growers that it will pay to take
great pains not only in growing the

BUY WEXFORD LAND.

More Wexford county land has been
sold to Wisconsin and Illinofs farm-
ers in the past five weeks than for
soveral years past. The land has
beea sold by the ‘Willlams Brothers
company of Cadiliac on what is known
‘a3 potate contracts. The purchaser is
not required to pay a cent down on
the land, but is pblized to sign a con-
tract which stipulates that he shall
plant a certaln number of acres each
year to potatoes and shall pay a cer-
tain percentage of his crop to the Wil-
liams Brothers company. .

‘The buyer must clear certaln
number of acres each year! By this
contract the' company either gets its
pay for the land or gets the land back
partially cleared. Recent buyers of
the land are G. C. Kunkler of Wheat-
on, I, who purchased 40 acres: Wil-
Uam Hoff and Willlam Holt of. Hume,
I, who bought 110 acres; Edgar Mc-
Coy of Plymouth, IIl, 40 acres; W.

40 acres;
Mich,, .who

Terry Nash of Decatu
bought 80 acres.

LEADS ALL CORN GROWERS.
Homer Fletcher,- son of F. A.
Fletcher, llving on a farm near
Lyons, has been awarded' the great
Ronor of leading-all the corn growers
of the state In the extent of yleld,
having to his credit a yleld of 175
bushels of corn per acre.. The young
man, fifteen years old, bas received
& letter from Governor -Ferrid that
would make any boy proud. It reads:
“1 have learned through Professor
French of the Michigan Agricultural
coliege, that there are some real corn
growers in Michighn. He told me
that you kad raised 175 bushels of

In Wéstern Michigan,

corn from one acre. This is
deed a remarkable achievement.
hear of great football games, great
baseball games, horse races, mo
biles races, ‘dtc., but I like best of all
the contests that tnvolve, brains and
service.

“How different your acre of corn
must have looked from the acre I used
to cultivate In southern New York
1 am sure that I put more work on

my acre .of corn than you did on
yours, brains left but. I stucerely
hope that” you will continue to mix
your brains with the solls and win
victories. {

“I am sending your name to the
National Top Notch' Farmers' Club
with the view of having club

this

| Niles' on the chicken map.

Leghorns are the variety Mr. Orr
is.chlefly interested in although his
flocks include several hundred Rhode
Island Reds,

(40 200 tons of grapes.

GRAPES BY PARCEL POST.

At Lawton they have discovered
that grapes can be shipped anywhere
In the first and second.zones by par:
cel poet, a distance of from 50 to 150
miles, for 12 cents for an eight pound
basket. Just now 65 men are at work
in the grapa julce factory at Lawton,
with 70 In the Armour.plant at Matta-
wan. Each factory will use from 150
Prices have
comp up to ten cents for the eight
pound baskets, the julee factories cur-
tailing tbe shipments and causiag &
scarcity.

TURN THE MINT UNDER.

Seventy teams will be used on the
Beebe mint farms in Cass and Ber-
rien counties to plow under 1,200 |
acres of mint. All mint. whether old |
or young, is turned under every year |
by- the successful growers. Muck |
lands are porous and an Ideal place for |
insects, but by fall plowing they are
turned to the surface and exposed to
the frosts which kill them. In llmel
the mint lands lose some of their fer-
tility, and the properties which go
to make peppermint gradually wear

out.  To remedy this the Beebes use
potash at a ratlo of about one hun-
dred pounds totthe acre.

The Beebes have taught muck land
owners the value of thelr holdings
wien properly treated. A sample of
what is dona In the way of increasing

values Is shown by thelr experien
in the neighborhood of Baroda where

Three-Year-Old Apple Tree on the Merritt Orchard in Manistee County.

make you a vice-president In the state

of Michigan: This honor will con-
tinue to be yours until some lad
comes along and raises more bushéls
to the acre than you have.”

POTATO SEED FROM WEXFORD.

In a short time three potato experts
from the Michigan Agricultural col-
lege will go to Wexford county and
secure a quantity of fine potatoes
grown in that region.
will be sent to the counties of South-
ern Michigan to be used as seed.

Southern Michigan farmers are having
trouble this year with diseased pota-

toes and it is because the tubers in
the vicinity of Cadillac are so free
from disease that the agricultural col-

lege authorities are to select the seed

from Wexford county.

WHOLESALE CHICKEN RAISING.

A R. Orr who went to Niles a
short time ago from Negaunee, has
purchased an incubator with a capac
ity for 10,000 eggs, and expects to go

into the chicken business on a larger
scale than it has ever before been
earried on In that vicinity.

Mr. Orr now has 1,000 head of

chickens and expects to add another

1,000 to his flock in the spring when

he will gomemnge operations. He will
handle ‘more hatching, however, for
outside people than for himself. Thus
the

cubator.

such a mammoth in-

Mr. Orr belleves that the demand

for chicks and custom hatching is
great enough to keep him busy all
spring and summer.
special quality of eggs for fanclers or

He will hatch a

raisers of prize chickens at a cer-

tain price per hundred, and will also
devote a large portion of his time to
supply the local and foreign markets
with fresh eggs,

Mr. Orr was form:rly a l‘wﬂa.
Ind. man and 15 years ago mdved to

The potatoos |

they purchased a tract of unimproved |
muck land at $30 an acre. Three
years afterwards the tax commission
raised the value of the property to al-
most one hundred dollars an acre,
and land which was bought for $24,-
000 has grown to be worth $71,000
In three years. Today the farmers in
the two counties where the mint
growers have shown the possibilities
in_the iIndustry are picking up the
muck lands as fast as they can be
made tillable by dralnage, and they
© held higher than are the uplands.
At Decatur the mint is turning out
80 well that Dowaglac tinsmiths can-
not keep up with the orders for cans
for storing the oll. Many have placed
orders with Lawton tinsmiths in or-
der to get a supply. All this comes
from lands which a few years ago
were considered absolutely valueless.

SHIPPING THE GRAPES.

The grape growers in the vicinity
of Glenwood sold their crops to a
broker in Chicago, who evidently s
acting for some juice factory, as the
crop all goes from Glenwood in jumbo
baskets, shipped with bill of lading
attached. There will be at least 150
tons shipped from Glenwood In this
manner, each car containing about
twenty tons.

The Hampton Stock Farm company
and Herbert Hampton will have about
half'of the shipment, or about 75 tons,
while the purchase includes A. K’
Pitcher's vineyard, and H. V. McOm- |
ber’s, which will make about as much ‘
more. Others may conclude to ship in
the same manner. A good vineyard will
produce from two to four tons, and | ’
some this year will give an even bet-
ter crop. The price of $22 a ton is
belng paid around Glenwood, on board
the cars. Growers feel quite satisfied
with the figure they get out of the
grape crop and wilt continue It as
long as that price is maintalned.

IMPROVEMENT OF THE FARM

Winter ls Good Time to Look for
Leaks ‘and for Space to Be Utk
lzed to Better Advantage.

The business &an is constantly go-
ing through his, factory or stock look-

inducy farmers to work alotjg similar
lined; yet there are hundreds of farms

through the country that need just
t

his attention. We are all familiar
with the man who will scatter his op-
p-nmom over many acres far from his
home and barns when right close by
there may be a few acres which would
yield him enormous returns If proper-
ly prepared.

The low spots which might be made
exceedingly fertile are most often Beg-
lected. Prequently a few furrows
struck just right will provide all the
dralnage necessary to make a place
for celery which would bring in large

returns.  Instead of reclaiming this
valuable strip of ground the average
farmer with many acres either pays
no attention to it or turns the swine
on it to wallow. Possibly such a strip
of ground has remained uncultivated
tor years, and is practically virgin
soll, needing only a little time and |
expense to make it very valuable. A
good time now to plan what to do
with such places in early spring

Get busy with the road drag before
the fall rains come om.

| desired.
| tull ration of grain should be used,

| rape, oats and clover, 394; sorghum,

| leads with $35.71 per acre per yea

| CHIEF FACTORS IN PRODUCTION OF HOGS |

.. Duroc-Jecsay Sow.

The chief factors in the production
of hogs are breeing, feed, water, ex-
ercise, shelter, mineral matter, dis-
case, parasites and environment, ac
cording to live stock specialists of the
United States depaTtment of agricul
ture. Intelligent feeding and sanita-
tion {nclude most of the essentials of
success in making the production of|
pork profitable. In the first place,
Rowever, pork cannot be profitably
Pproduced by the use of scrub breeding
stock. But, given good pigs and care

| fal. cleanly management. with proper

feeding, pork production is a safe and
profitable business proposition.

There are three general classes of
feeding, as follows: Dry-lot feeding,
teeding on dairy by-products and feed
ing on forage crops. By dry lot feed-
ing 1y meant feeding in confined pens;
pasture means native pasture, as blue
Brass, etc.; forage crops include alfal
fa and the crops which require to be
planted each year. and dairy by-prod-
ucts are skim milk, whey and butter-
milk.

The value of a ration depencs on its
meeting the needs of the gnimal to
which it s fed. " A balanced ration Is
one_In which 1s supplied enough but
nod too much food nutrients to supply
the needs of an animal for 24 hours,

A ration for a young, growing ani-
mal requires a larger percentage of
protein than one for fattening or for
mature animals. As the shote fin-
creases in age and size the protein
may be gradually cut down until the
standard for a fattening hog is
reached. Forage crops have been used
more economically as a source of pro-
teln than purchased feeds and have
the advantage of supplying it in a pal-
atable, succulent form. Alfalfa prob-
ably furnishes the cheapest and best
forage for swine when it can be grown:
Even during winter alfalfa hay can be
fed In racks, and with ear corn fur
nishes a wel lanced feed for almost

|all \(Indl‘nf hogs.

Clover, cowpeas, 80y beans, peanuts,

| rape, rye, oats, wheat, vetch and Can-

ada field peas are all valuable forage
crops for swine of any age. The proper
grain ration to feed with' them con-
ts of such feeds as corn, barley,
etc., with the legumes, and with the
non-legume plants the use of a sinall |
percentage of tankage and ofl meal
will be found advisable. The amount
to feed will depend on the rate of gain
If rapld galns are sought, a

but if economy is more desirable |
smaller proportions of grain will be|
better, while if it is only desired to |

Chester White Sow.

earry the pig crop ever a period of low
prices they can be kept on a minimum
grain ration. It is best, however, to
keep them growing, and to do this a
small amount of grain, two or three
per cent of live weight, will be found
mo-t satisfactory. According to tests

at the Missour! station, forage crops
proved thelr value for pogk production.
The test was continued through three
summers and ten pounds of gain were
accredited to each bushel of corn be
fore gains were accredited to foragé
crops. Grain was fed at the rate of
two or three per cent of the weight
Blue grass produced

the
296.2;

| 370.5; cowpeas, 224.5; soy beans, 183.
corn, 395.2, and rye grain, 244.3 pounds
for each acre pastured. Valuing this
pork at six cents per pound, alfalfa

clover is second with $34.11, f
lowed by “corn, rape, oats, cloves
sorghum, blue grass, rye grain,
cowpeas and soy beans. No account
was kept of the fertilizing elements
left on the ground.

Dry lot rations that will give satis-
tactory returns are not easily obtain-
able. Corn is most often used as a
basis of the ration. Mill feeds, ship-
stuff, bran, etc. With some protein
feed, as alfalfa, tankage, oil meal, soy
beans or cowpeas, should be used to
balance the rasion. Where milk is
avaflable it can be used to advantage,
as noted before. It is best to feed a
fup ration, or what the pigs will clean
up in a reasonably short time when
in a dry lot. For A pig weighing fif-
teen to fifty pounds live weight a ruul

| about right for the farm.

tion for ows day would be about st
rv:“d' of graln per 100 pounds welght,
and for the larger pigs the ration will
continue to grow smaller in proportion
to weight until the 300 to 350-pound
pig will only consume a daily ration
equal to 2.4 per cent of his weight.

For ,feeding on native pasture »
smaller percentage of protein is need
ed than in the dry lot, but some high
protein feed is still needed. Pasture
feeding is better than dry lot feeding
under most conditions, because It in-
duces exercise and gives succulence
to the ration, causing the animals to|
keep in better Bealth in this way.
Blue grass pasture is used extensively
and is usually considered egenomical |
by the farmer. During the early m‘
son it 1
forage
grass dries up it can be made to pro-
duce gains at a very low cost.

Mineral matter should be supplied
the herd in .the form of hardwood
ashes, lime, 'finely ground rock phos-
hate, charcoal and salt. These min-
rals are of vaiue to the hog in keep
ing up his health and general vigor of
constitution. They are needed to bulld
the tramework of the body and to de-
velop young animals. The suckling
sow, young pigs. shotes and the herd
boar each profit from eating theso
substances.

MAKING MONEY BY
RAISING FEW SHEEP
Experienced Breeder Can Tell

Good Mother at Glance—Dor-
set Lambs Mature Quickly.

Rushing sheep to market before 7
they are fat is one way of throwing
away their feed.

1f you cannot tell the age of a sheep |
by its teeth, never buy ewes without
taking along some man who does
know.

There 1a an Individuality fa ewes
as in other farm animals; and the ex-

Memoirs of Napoleon
In Three Volumes

The personal reminiscences of Baron Méneval, for
thirteen years pnun secretary to Napoleon Bonaparte,
bring out, as no history can, many enlightening and
interesting side lights on the character of that of
leaders. Meéneval’s descriptions bave the piquancy
and interest possible only because he was an actual oye-
witness of the scenes and incidents of which he writes.
Their reliability and historical interest can be judged by
the fact that ‘he very conservative French Auhuy
publicly recommends them. B

A SPECIAL OFFER TO OUR READERS

y special arrangement with the publishers of Collier's, The
© National Weekly, we are able to give these valuable sad int.teu
Memoirs free with a year's subscription to Collier’s and this pul
cation, at & price less than the lowest net cash subscript ;nuol ,
the tmo papert.  Only  limited, quantity of tbese Momm [
available, however, 0 to get the benefit of this special off
must act quickly.

“

WHAT YOU GET IN COLLIER'S

Collier's is the one-big, fearless, nua.p.nam Weekly of the whole

country. lis editorials are quot every paper in the Union,

10 stands always for the bet lntereets of the s Srstest number of

the people. Among its contributors are su

R Chater, sithor of o \Gen-Rich-Gulckr Wallingiod

Meredith Nicholson, Amélie Rives, H. G. Well, Humiin

Mary Roberts Rinchart, Henry Beach N , etc.

among its correspondents such men as ]ack Londoa, Arthur Rubl,

James B. Coanolly, i Heary Reuterdahl.

It is & magazioe for the whole family—Editorials, Comments on

Coagress, Photographic News of the World, Short and Serial

Stories by the greatest writers of .

e e combination pr:

Collier’s $2.50 } hetien i $3
e The Eccentric, $1.00[ umeMomoisol Navoicon,

Call or' send subscriptions to this office. If you are u.-dy . 1
© subscriber, your subscription will be extended for a year from its ¥ .

present date of expiration. ¢

Birmingham Eccentric
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perienced breeder can tell a good ™
mother at a glance. |

What a pity that many farmers
have gone out of the sheep business
simply because politicians would not
pass adequate laws to prevent thetr
flocks {rom being destroyed by dogs.

The man who goes into the sheep
business now with the intention of
learning all he can about the business
will make money.

We are, as a nation, eating mere

mutton every year, but there are few-
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er sheep raised every year.
o0 animal on the tarm succumbs to. | TS yer s o "":.:"n.-z..“ b
isease as quickly as sheep, but they | [§ 708 beter plaso re wssred of rec
are not dificult to keep healthy. toee isciory 2:-"'-—-
. Corn silage is pretty strong feed ©sde plase.
or_sheep, particularly breeding ewes. 25-Year Guarantee
e Dorsets make good mothers| f| ‘- o W,
&nd the lambs mature quickly, anteed for 25 yesrs. S amber ofsecend hand
Fvery farm of ten acres or more | [ sarsatee has back ol it he s ol el wandard makes isken i | Lo
ought to bave a flock ef sheep. They | i e pisac house. | S25Fion o P

are worth their weight in manure.

not make the sheep-pen . too
close. It should be well ventilated
and perfectly dry on the floor.

A good floor 1s made by a foot or | [flewoas, ia ‘oue of the best
more of cobblestones, finishcd with | JI{20a, Sohookt tn Chicsso.
coarse gravel, the whole thing to be | [ own bome, by mail.

elevated sligh'ly above the surround-
ing ground. No dampnegs wi arise

1t means what it says.

Free Music Lessons

To every purchaser of Starck | E
Plaaos, we dive fres 50 music
one

from such g, floor or be on it.
A sheep does not mind cold weath-
er as long as it Is not wet weather.
Nothing better than turnips for
sheep, and nothing is more easily
raised.

Just Horses.

‘The farmer who buys horses for his
own use has a great deal (o learn
about farming.

No animal on the farm grows tato
money more quickly than a well-bred
colt.

A sire at §7 Is dearer than one at
$50, provided the mare is well-bred.

A horse weighing 1,600 pounds is
He should
be no heavier.

Ration for Fattening Lambs.
Linseed meal fs a good ration for
fattening lambs, but cottonseed meal
is better.

BUILD COLD STORAGE, HOUSE
Simple Structure May Be Erected at
Small Cost—Place for Keeping
Milk, Butter and. Frul

"' White many farmers considgr an fce-
a luxury which {s not for them,

cutting and drawing, it will found
profitable. Even in sections where ice
s soarce suoh a structure

desired to hold back hi} products in
cold storage. To make the house
cheap, bulld it of any lumber obtaln-
able, the essential thing being to have
it with an inner wall a foot from the
outer wall, and this space filied in
hard with sawdust, straw, leaves or

any similar materfal. Then pack on|

the bottom of the floor a foot of straw

them with cracked ice, amd, if the

weather Is freesing, pouring water

oVer-ench layer as it is flled in. Divide
¢

oft & portion of the space for a cold
storage room, and ome hag a place
where frult, milk and butter may be
kept n good condition during the
warmest days of summer.’ Try an fce-
house, even though it be but a ‘small
one, and you will be surprised to see
how little it will cost and how useful
it is.

Cold Rains Injurious.
- The cold rain will stop the milk
flow 1If the cows have to stand all
day without shelter.

this means loss of energy to mother

Keeping Colts In the Barn.
Remember the spring colts are bet-
ter off in the barn than following the
mother around over the fields these
days. They get into the way and ex-
pend all of thelr energy in worrying
and annoying the mother. To allow

and colt Keep them {n the barn
away from the flles.

Help the Molting Hen.
Molting s & natural process, but
it 1s hard on hens that are not well

cared for. Plenty of good feed and
keeping down the lice and mites helps
to get the hens back to laying sooner.
If they don't begin to Jay before real
cold weather the chances are they’ll
loaf all winter. And that's lots more
expensive than a little “fussing” now.

Feed Pig Liberally.

The pig should be l(berluy fed, but

not so that it will not be ready for its
feed at the appointed time. Remember
that the pig is developing bone and

muscle. Gf !t exdreise J‘

ive him plenty of

No Money Down

This beautiful and wonderful
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