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~(Continued.)

“A murder! Did you Imagine he
came this way?"

“Not very Iikely; fact of it Is, the

sand storm yesterday. destroyed all
traces, and, as a result, we've last
him. So I headed a few of the boys
over in this direction, as I wanted to
relleve you of anxloty.
- Sho was silent an instant, qnd the
man crossed to the fireplace, where
Keith could gain a glimpso of him.
Already suspicious from the familiar
sound of his voice, -he was not sur-
prised to recognize “Black Bart." The
plainsman’s fingers gripped the negro’s
‘arm, his eyes burning. So this gambler
and blackleg was the gentlemahly Mr.
Hawley, was he; well, what could be
his little game? Why had he invelgled
And
gt did he now propose dolng with
her? As he.crouched there, peonnx\
through that convenlent crack in the
door, Keith completely forgot his own
pertl, Mtent only upon this new dis-
covery. She came slowly around the
end of the table, and stood Jeaning
against it, her face clearly revealed
in the light of the lamp. 'For the Arft
time Kelth really perceived its beauty,
its fresh charm. Could such as she
be singer and dancer fn a frontfer con-
cert hall? And it so, what strange
conditions ever drove her info that
sort of lite? :

“Is—is Fred with your sho ques-

“No; he's wmr her party riding
n's eyes puryey-
ing her with pikniest approval, fYou
are certainlg-dooking fne tonight, my
girl. It's difficult to understand how
T ever managed to keep away trom
\ you so long.”

She flushed to the halr, her lps
trembling at the open boldness of his
tone.

“I—1 profer you would not| speak
1ike that.” she protested.

“And why not?" with a light| lagh:

Christle, such fine alrg are a
trifle out of place.. It I didn't knaw
you were/a concert hall artist, { might
be more deeply impressed. As It ls,
1 mlnl ynu’u heard love ‘nr‘l be-
fore n

'lr. Rlvli!. I bave trusted you as
@ gentiemgn. I never came here ex-
«cept on ‘your promise Yo bring me to

brother,” and she stood  erect be-
fore him. “You bave no right to even
assume that I am Christie Maclaire.”

“Sure not; I doa't assume. 1 have
seen that lady too often to be mis-
taken. Don't try on that sort of thing
with me—I don't take to it kindly.
Perhaps a kiss might put you |n bet-
_ ter humor.”

He took a step forward, as Qhoulh
proposing to carry out his but
the' girl stopped him, her burp-
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far, Mr. ley, I know what m
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‘They 'Were Fighting for Life Silently,
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Desperately.

@ue, and put you In wrong. Cn}ne. now,
I know it all; be reasonable:f’

Apparefitly the''girl had Jost her
power of speech, staring blindly at the
face of the man before her, as a bird
meets the slow @pproach of & snake.
Kelth could see her lips move, but
making no sound. ' Hawley evidently

her sllence as
doubt as to bls real .meaning.

“Ycu see where you are at now,
Christle,” he went on swiftly.
you don't need to be afraid. I
to be a friend to you, and yo
mighty glad you got rid of W
50 easlly. Why, 1 can buy
monds where he couldn’t gl
calico_dress. Come on, let's gtop this
foolishness. 1 took a liking| to you
back there. in the stage, and the more
I've thought about . you sihckathe
crazler I've got.  When I succpeded in
pumping Willoughby dry, and discov-
ered you wasn't his sister at jall, why
that settled the matter. I came down
here after you. I love you, do| you un
derstand that? And, what's more, 1
intend to have you!"

Ho reached out, and actually grasp-
ed her, but, In some manner, she tore
loose, and sprang back aropnd the
end of the table, her cheek:runhod

tlloughy
you dia-
o you a

heréyes burning.
Don't touch me! don't dare touch
me!” she panted. “You lie i‘rud Wil
loughby never told you that.| It you
come one step nearer, I'll scrgam; I'll
call your men here; I'll tell them the
kind of & cur you'are.”

He laughed, leaning over | toward
her, yet hesitating, his eyes full of ad-
miration Her very flerceness gppealed’
to him, ugged him on. |

“Oh, 1 Wouldn't! In the first place
they probably- wouldn't ne. for they
are camped down in m. co
pected you might of
tigross, 'and proterrad o ‘nght 1t out
with you alone. . Then, even|if they
d1d ‘bear, there would be no irter-
hnnco—‘l'u‘mt thiose fellows tralned

too well for that. Come on, Christt
you're helpless here.” |
“Am 17 |
“Yes, you are.” f

o .
He took p step toward her, his hands
flung out. With one quick movement
she sprang aside and extinguished the
lamp, plunging the room Into instant

darkness. A - few red coals | glowed
dully 1n the fireplace, but all ¢lse was
e the.

‘he [felt his

nly the table,

swearing as he falled to¥find the girl.

Then, like a shadow, he glided through
the partly open deor Into the room.

Y
CHAPTER .XI.
“The Fignt In the Dark,
Had the room been filled with men’
Keith could have restrained himself
no longer. Whatever her past might

be, this woman 'appealed tp him
strangely; He could not believe evil
of her; be would have diéd If need

be in her But as it was, the
ugly boast of Hawley gave confidence
in the final outcomae of this

| crushed in the grasp of a fighting man,

form of physical exercise, desperate
and tricky, using either knife or gun
recklessly. Yet it was now or never
for all of them, and the plainsman felt
no mercy, experlenced no reluctance.
He reached the table, and straight-
eued up, silent, expectant. For an fn-
stant there was no further sound; no
evidence of movement In the room.
unuley, puzzied by the silence, was
ing lutently o an endeavor to
thu- locate the girl through some
rustling, some slight motion. A knite,
knocked from the table, perhaps, as
she slipped softly past, fell clattering
to the floor, and the gambler leaped
Instantly forward. Kelth's grip closed
like fron on his groping arm, while he
shot one fist out toward where the
man's head should be. The blow
glanced, yet drove the. fellow back-
ward, stumbling against the table, and
Kelth closed in, grappling for the
throat. The other, .startled by the
unexpected attack, and scarcely real-
izing even yet the nature of his an-
tagonist, struggled blindly to escape
the fingers clawing at him, and flung
one hand down to the knife In his
belt. Warned by the movement, the
assallant drove his head into the gam-
bler's chest, sending him crashing to
the floor, falling himself heavily upon
the prostrate body. Hawley gave ut-
terance to one cry, balf throttled in
his throat, and then the two grappled
flercely, so-interlocked fogether as to
make weapons useless. Whoover the
assallant might be, thd gambler ‘was
fully aware by now that he was being

and exerted every wrestler's trick,
very ounce of strength, to break free.
Twice he struggled to his knees, only
to be crowded backward by relentless
power; -once he hurled Keith side-
ways, but the plainsman’s muscles
stiffened Into steel, and he gradually
regained his position. Neither dared
release a grip in order to strike a
blow; neither had sufficlent breath
left with which to utter a sound. They
were fighting for life, silently, des-
perately, Iltke wild beasts, with no
thought but to Injure the other. The
gambler’s teeth sank {nto Kelth's arm,

the' latter In return jammed the
man's head back onto the puncheon
floar viclously. Perspiration streamed
trom thelf bodles, their fingers clutch-
ing, thelr llmbs wrapped tggether,
thelr muscles strained to the utmost.
Keith had forgotten the girl, the ne-

passion to conquer. He was swept by
A storm of hatred, a desire to kill. In
their flerce struggle the two bad roll-
ed close to the fire place, and in the
dull glow of the dying embers, he
©ould perceive a falnt outline of the
man's face. The sight added flame
to his mad passion, yet he could do
nothing except to cling to him, jab
bing his fingers into the stratn!
throat.

own way, clawing blindly at the com-
batants in the darkness, and finally,
determining" which was the enemy, he
struck the gambler with the stock of
‘his gun, laying him out unconsclods.
Kelth, grasping the table, hauled him-
selt to his feet, gasping for breath,
certain  only
longer struggling. For an {nstant all
was Llank, a mist of black vapor; then
a realization of thelr situation &ame
badk in sudden flood of remembrance.
Even yet he could see nothing, but
felt the motlonless figuro at his feet.

“Quick,” he urged, the instant he
could make himself speak. “The fel-
low is only stunned; we must tie and
gag him. Is that you, Neb? Where is
the girl?"

"l wm here, Captain Kefth,” and he
beard the soft rustle of her dress
across the room. “What s it I may
do?

‘A coll of rope, or some straps, with
a plece of cloth; anything you can
lay hands on*

She was some moments at It, con-
fused by the.darkness, and Hawley
oved slightly, his labored breathing
owing plainly  perceptible. Kelth
ard her groping toward him, and
held out lis hands. She started as he
thus unexpectedly touched her, yet
made no cffort to break away,

“You—you frightened me a little,”
she confessed. “This has all happen-
ed so quickly I hardly realize yet just
what has gecurred.”
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Wanted the Day to Himself.

Nothing makes us quite so weary
as these elaborate, gotten-up-ahead-of-
time fokes that some people stage and
spring with such a dramatic effect
Our Washington correspondent told
us of one of these, tho other day.
A man went Into the patent office, last
week, ahd sald he wanted a copyright.
They steered him to the right depart-
ment, and he opened up like this:

“This 1s Saturday, is it not? 'rn.nx
you. 1 understand that you will no
ue a copyright on Sunday?'
“No, eir. That is the rule.”

any other day of the week?"
“Yes, sir,

“I'm so glad. I want to get Friday
copyrighted. It's my birthday, and I
don’t want any other fellows using it.
How much will it cost?”

ing |

The negro ended the affalr in his |

that Hawley was no |

el
“But you will issue a copyright on |
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She Scorned to Deceive.

“And then—" sald Ermyntrude,
pausing.
“Yes. And then?" exclalmed Gwen-

doline.

“He asked me If I had ever been
kissed before” Gwendoline gave a
gasp of compassion.

“Oh, you poor darling!” she cried.
“How awkward! Of course, you sald
—er—no?"

“Dear Gwendoline,” sald Ermyn-
trude, rafsing her eyes to those of her
companion, “do not know that
the truth is dearer to me than,all
else?"

“Yes, T know,"
doline, pressing her
“What did you say?"

“I sald,” replied
turning the pressur
how can you ask?

Gwen-
band.

whispered
triend’s

Gwendoline, re-
“*‘Oh, Clarence,
Arswers.

Actor’s Proper Place.

Mablon Ivans. Jr. of Merchantville
has a reputation as an actor and
takes part in nearly all of the local
shows. In the last show that was
given, Shorty had one of the leading
parts. After the show, while he was
taking off his makeup, an elderly man
made his appearance In the doorway.
“Are you Mr. Ivins?" inquired the old
man.  “Yes” replied Shorty, as he
motioned him to be seated. “Well
the old man continued, “I just want
to tell you something. I've been
watching your acting tonight. You
should not be playing in*this town;
you should be with Mangfield, Booth
or Irving, or. Joo Jefferson.” “Why-w-
why,” sald Shorty, “those actors are
dead.” “I know it,

§ro, everything, dominated by .the one

Philadelphia Times.

When Aunt Cally Gave Up

Worm Turned at Last on lroning
“Mis’ Portly's” Voluminous
Skirts.

Aunt Cally belongs distinctly 0 the
type of “born not made” laundresses.

the magic

£

see her work grow and has pride In
counting the number of pleces she can
do In a day.

The trouble 1s, she has washed a
‘ong time for a woman of tremendous
proportions ‘and she has become dis-

stop washin®
she announced the other W

out you? About ten years you have
done her washing, isn't 1t
“Yas'm. I don't know'm what she

longer. Tell de truth, I jes' Mef un*
take a trip ‘round de es fo
©ue v' her skirts.”

sald the old man, |
as he turned on bis beel and left— '
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WEBSTER AND THE MAGICIAN

Becretary of Staf Clever Retort to
the Joking Remark of Signor
Blitz.

During the presidency of Mr. Tylee
I bad occasion to call on Daniel Web-
ster, then secretary of state.
Glaneing at my card, he tu
and readily extended his band
“Welcome, signor! No hocus
emong my papers,” covering
with his arms. |
After explaining to him my ohf
I reecived the required {nformayion.
We laughed and chatted a few /min<
utes, and 1 was about to retire/when
I mentioned that 1 was an applicant

4 in
price is
and the

land n
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for office and hoped I could upon.
bis influence in the matter.

You, a muxcln an ofich seeker,
signor?”

“There is only one, sir, [/ aspire to;
all others I should refuse/without re-
gard to thelr emolumenty.”

“Well, what one fis /thai?” M
tioned the great statghman, In
deep and powertful vol

“Counting the treagury notes, Mr
Webster.” g

The treasary not;

“Yes, sir.

but you would f
1 returned them % 5
“Signor,” he




