—such mutual companies.

. Growth of U. of-M: Surprising.

. President of New Organization—

x &

CONVENTION ENDS v'm'uJ PRO-
POSED MUTUAL INSURA

COMPANY AS REALITY, |

WILL BEGIN IN JANUARY

Albert Murray, ﬂllrlotu. Is ~ Chosen

C. C. Weber of Kalamazop
Heads Association.

Lansing.—The convention of the
Michigan Retall Shoe Dealers came to
close at Detroit with the proposed
mutual fire Igurance company a reall
ty. After Chairman George Brode,
Fremont, had reported for the com-
mittee, It took but'a short time for the
approval of the plan -by which the
shoemen will take advantage of the
state law permitting the formation of

‘Temporary officers of the company
were elected  as follows: = Pregldent,
Albert Murray, Charlotte; directots,

0. D. Allan, Detroit; John Wehr, Ann
Arbor; Jacob Martin, Monroe; Charles
Olson, Cadillac; John Mufty, Kalama-
00, and George Brode, Fremont.
Over $60,000 of the necessary $100,000
stock- has already been subscribed for,
and the charter will be obtalsed as
soon as the full amount 1s in, The
company, which will be known as the
Michigan Retail Shoe Dealers’ Mutual
Fire Insurance’ company, Will not’be-
gin active operation, however, until
Janusry-1, as it 18 necessary to report
1o, the secretary of state Decemiber 81
of each year, and the company would
bardly. have time to get in working
order by, that time.

Charles C, Weber, Kalamazoo, Was
elected president of the assoclation.
Other officers elected were: Treqsurer,
Edward Stocker, Detrolt; secretary,
Fred G. Clark, Detroit; board of direc-
tors, Willlam J. Dittman, Mt. Pleasant,
chalrman; (Willlam Ggrdner, Wyan-
dotte; O. D./Allan, Detroit; L. A. Dud®
ley, Battle Creek; and L. H. Hyde,
Hart; vicepresidents, Fred B. Elliott,

Flint; L&o Grymer, Ann Arbor; Rolla
D. Chase, Owosso, and Joseph Hrosett,

Bay City.

Back Separation of State Taxes.

‘Word comes from Lansing that the
spechul tax commission Will not con-
fine its report to advocating a partial

of state and local taxes,
but will submit two plans; one the
complete separation of state And
county -taxes and the other the par-
tial separation plan which way made
public recently in a statement issued
by Patrick H. Kelley of the commis-
slon.

A movement for the complete sep-
aration of local and state taxes first
made its appearance in the last legls-
fature, but the opposition among the
representatives from the counties who
recelve more money from the primary
school fund tdan they pay in state
taxes was so strong that it never :ov.
very far, even though it_bas
strong an adherent as Attorney uen
eral Kuhn,

The corporation tax plan of Gov-
ernor Osborn, which is along this gen-
erdlJine but does not contemplate dis-
turblog the present primary system,
complicated the situation and nothing
. was done.

But the farce. which the equaliza-
tion of county valuations developed
Into this time agaln brought the sub-

basis for its report.

“It 18 surprising how fast the um-

_ versity of Michigan 15 gro
& member of the law ﬂoblr'.moﬂ(
can look about me and see a million
s’ worth of mnew bulldings that

been put up within the puz Tew
years, and I can
©f  another 4ol
~wiifch (will be bulit' In the lilxl' Tew
They have got to It 1s

atty. 5
Apked concerning the use {0 which

| the $208,000 tn annually in the

" state approp:

‘would be put,

. !;'f
i

|

Embalmers’ od at
Saginaw. pss| of
‘welcome by Mayor G. W. Stewart,
President W. G. Wismer of

gave his address in which he said that |
~ the association falled to secure a chair
&t Ann Arbor because of the lack of
funds. He sald that there had been
_violations in the statée because ljcensed
men would fill

leave. them for

i

|

o.

i
§

i
i
!

i

£
£

kidney beans forming the larger pm
of the amount.

For Californta, which comes second
in the list of bean raisers, E. A.
Bunker, San- Franclsco, reported a
good crop in sight. The shortage in
white beans there will bé overcome
by the advance in Lima bean
Jwhich, it Is estimated, there will be
2,500,000 bags. Each bag Kolds 85
poune Last year that. stite ralsed
1,000,000 bags of Liia beans and an
equal amount of other kinds ¢om-
bined. ~
“Except as the crop in other’states
affects the general market price, we
have littlé to @0 with . them," ex-
plained President J. A. Heath, Lenox.

The Michigan .bean jobbers actually
handle few begns outside of those
grown here, D’\’u we keep constantly
in touch with the mational market, so
that our members may be aware of
price fluctuations and  crop pros- |
pects. t

“Gengsee county probably leads me‘
state, with Sanllac, Tuscola and Sag-
naw close behind.”

Jobbérs from New York, Wiscansin
and Canada also reported on theout: 1
look i1i thelr territorles.

The big fight of the cun\euunn‘
will come over the ' question of net |
welghits and free bags.. It has been |
the custom of the jobbers to ship|
beans In 12 ounce sacks, but the rafk |
réads have complained that they are
too light and frequently burst

N
Penny Postage Not Called For. |

Michigan postmasters are strong. |
ly apposed to Postmaster Gen-|
eral Hitchcock’s plan of penny postage |
for the United States; and are saylng |
80, not only as fndividuals, but also as |
an organization, having adopted reso- |
lutions to that effect which have just |
been made pubuc Instead, (these|

nuulﬂ‘nomn TO THROW
ARMY [ON GERMAN'S' FLANK
Ava INVADE AUSTRIA.

wiLL ,’fAKE ACTIVE PART
wn; IF GERMANY ATTACKS.

France }Ioldu Troops Whose Terms
Have Expired and Are Gradually

“Massing Army  Near O

)}?mn(lcn |

|

Ennrq of Germany and Austria to |
drive a/wedge between France and |
Russia Have utterly fatled and if the |

Moroceah dispute results in war Rus- |
sia will [be found as an aetive ally of |
Frince. |

M. Izolsky, the Russlan ambas:
sador a{ Paris, has been authorized
to tell France that her proposals to
Germany are accepted by Russia as
fovolving her full .duties s an ally |
Alould Germany follow its rv)nﬂion\
by.a bulligerent act

It is| understood that Russu's |
strategy In such an event will'be to
hold a’sufficient force on Germauy's
eastern |rear guard as to keep half
the Gérman army there while an ex
peditionary army invades Austria
through [the North Balkan

Beforq the czar left for Kieff the
Germpn and Austrfan ambassadors at
{8t l'u(v:’lbur» went aboard fhe royal
yacht Sfandart and bade him a long

ye. The farewells were ostensibly
friendly| but the ambasfadors were
hiding deep chagrin for they bad been
unable to carry out essfully a
xloeplnl}{ and intricate intrigue which

it was Hoped to give Germa ree
hand to deal with France alone on

{1and In event of war.

| ENGLAND READY FOR WAR

British Preparations Reflect Serious.
ness of Moroccan Situation,
The gFavity, of the situation arising
from refusal to grant G
many's (demands as regards Moroy
co is reflected in England by the ex-
traordinary precautions belng taken

that the
Yervice ahall ba tmproved, and that
frea delivery shall be given to - res!
dents of the small villages and citles
as 1t has been to rural districts.
Postmaster Seymour Foster, one of
the members of the comittee on res-
alution: s that with one accord
the postmasters assembled at the con.
Vention held- at-Charlevoix last week
declared that there 15 no demand
among the people of Michigan for
penny postage for first-class matter.
Postmaster Homer Warren of Detroit
also admitted that from the poorer
people of the city to the concerns
Which sent out hundreds of letters a
day there have come no requests- for
4 reduction in the . price of sending
letters. In fact, some of these are
now buying two cent stamps for thelr
clrclars in order to asure themselves
that their catalogues and circulars
W1Il reach thelr destination unopened.
“We commend the postmaster gen-

great econ-
.the service,
and m; varfous publications * pay
thelr just proportion of transportation
thiough the malls. But if the de-
partment has now reached the place
where it 1s on a sel-supporting or
y béaring basls, ¢he
general should not requce the postage
on firstclass mail, but Instead, shoul
use that money for the {mprovemen!
of the sérvice.

“For instance, when {nspectors have
come to Lans{ng to look over the ser-
vice here, we have asked for frea city
delivery for the folks jiving in Cald-
well’s additlon, or for some of those
living near the school for the Biind.~

“He has brought about
omy without impairing

|Resigns From Board of Control.

M. J. Murpby forwarded to Gover
nor Osborn his resignation as a mem-
ber of the board of - control of . the
Michigan Home for the Feebie-Mind-
ed and Eplleptc at Lapeer. N rea-
son was stated, but Mr. Murphy f#sked
that he be relieved as soon as possi-

le.. He has been u member of the

ard for six years and has devoted
uch timé to the institution,

While Mr. Murphy would n
cuss the matter, saylng
00 busy to remaid on the board|1t 1§
belfeved that-he did not take kindly
to the way in which Governor| Os-
born  works up political  thunder.
Some woeks ago the members of the
poard mét with the stafe board of
‘huditors and fixed the ™ per diem for
uodlnl the inmates at 48 - cen 3
it was the year previous. Al
thnulh asked to, be present the gov-
ernor.did not attend the meeting, but
lawhen thq matter was. submittef . to
him he ‘retused bis sanction. and
called anothér meeting, When He in-
sisted that the nnouu» fxed gt 48
cents a day.

llhhlgl_n Patents.

Michigan patents {ssued: C. G.

Detrolt, alarm for cash

.| Wife was found slain in the kitchen |
of their home seven miles northeast |
of Essex, Ont., ended when his

as|1DE that the child may

| erican Red Cro
"> | d¥ing at her summer home.

United Kingdom

The urmy i navy is held at its
highest degree of efficlency. England
is prepared for any eventuality

Startling precautions are being
taken at Sheerness. Mounted armed
guards are statioved at all the ap-
proaches and everyone secking ad-
mission is challenged.

The brricades recently erected
around the two searchights east of
batteries are closed
day despite the
of the prban district council

The steel observation tower further |

east, which commands extensive
views of the North sea, has been
strongly barricaded and at night is
guarded by Infantry with fixed bay-
onets and ball cartridges.

WIFE-SLAYER KILLS SELF.

George Reebe Found in Field Near
Home With His Taroat Cut.

The hunt for George Reebe. whose

brother and two sons found his body |
in a cornfleld on his own farm, near
the shed in which it is supposed he
spent Sunday night. The man had
done himself to death. His throat
tvas cut and there were stab wounds
in his neck and over his heart.
Beside the body were found two
nives, one a large butcher knife, the
| other a.jack-knife, and the shotgun
with which he was armed. No am-
munition for the gun was found
other than the charge with wilch it
was loaded. Search was made for a
revolver also, as it had been reported
to the officers that he had both gun
and revolver, but none was found. |
|

Prowler Murders 7-Year-Old Girl.

The body of 7-year-old Annfe Lem-
berger, of Madison, Wis, who was
Kkidnaped, was found in Lake Monona.
She had been murdered. The child
was stolen from the bed in which
she had been sleeping with a sister
and her disappearance: was not known
to her family until morning. Examin-
ation of the body disclosed na evi-
dence of violence beyond a slight
laceratlon of one ear and a discolor-
ation of the neck, the latter indicat-
have been
strangled. The only motive for the
murder, seems to be revenge upon her
pérents by some enemy at present un-
known.

Etna's Eruption Growe Serious.

The ‘eruption of Mount Etna has
become more intense. The showers
of ashes and cinders are heavier and
.the rumbling of earthi shocks at short
Intervals is heard for miles. The
&hocks are growing. in violence, and
a panic prevails. Theé fear of the
people is augmented by the great
beat and suffocating atmosphere. Al
the country round about is_covered

with ashes and seems, under an im-
mense funeral pall.,

Founder of Red Cross is Dying.
| Clara Barton, founder of the Am-
lieved to be
She is 90

old. In poor health when she
E:rled early in the summer from
r home at Glen Echo, Md., she has
rown gradually worse. Her strength
as' greatly impaired by pneumonia
e time ago and her extreme age
eft her without power of recupera-
fon.

.?ﬁmbu. lam
Fitchet, Pinnebog, f00d safe.
D. Garst, Detrolt, fence

of the Flint schools
Ihh n-r is 161 greater than last

Masuchika Shimose, who Invented
the high explosive to which the name
powder was given by the

Japanese pavy, is dead. He was born

HETEHHD

| i 1859,

His compound was adopted
ju 1893 by the Japanese navy.

Dr. George AlexamMer Do Snnlm
Baxe, of New York, one of the best
known physicians in This eounlry. is
fdead of heart disease. He was a spe
clall amd held the

st ‘o
professorship in that department. in
he &la' e and postgraduate hos-
pitals. was on the editorial

tafll of the \ew York Medical Jour-

may
| tion for the increasing price.

| reports from ull sugar-growing sec-
| tlons of the country, reports on the

protests |

fancy,

ment Says a Famine Comes.
The United States is facing the
most severe sugar famine In years.
The refineries have hardly any stock
on hand; thefe is practically no
trading in anything but seconds in
the New York market; it is impossi-
ble to obtain any of last year's Eu-
ropean surplus, and the fall crop-for
the United States threatens to show
a large ' diminution.

The price of Sugar has gome up
steadily for months. It has risen a
cent and a quarter a pound, whole-
sale, the last few weeks, and the
fall ‘production not onmly will mot
bring about a drop in prices, but
be responsible for a coptinua-

This Is- the situation as summed
up by sugar’ experts in' the'depart-
ment of agriculture, after a period at

| present condition of the macket and
estimates on the amount of sugar
now held in stock by the refineries.

THE MARKETS ‘

LIVE sTOCK. |
DETROIT—Cattle — The general |
;u:x:t;ll-)-‘:lu‘ ”lllu 'll\-‘ stock market |
week There wirSotne Chantes 1 |
ot "any considerable |

prices. but none
ta

In the catile department |
m. run was below that of a week ago |
by nearly 300 b

b

:
for
been’

mora atte

©f pens.
mnul Lot mil

il ‘red feedors, §
n Teeders, $1a175; at
larg

calf trade,
ducted
below
lity

Jvbile active,
of

ers
kbt Tork
to duck;

"ALO—Cattle—Demand
below last week’

prime
a 15 bugs |
89, 12 at §N.G0

Prime spot, 100 bags

orn’ " an
‘corn and

chop,
Flour
ordinary

e, Yled der
FARM mu-m(r |
Potatoes—31.

e per
o hutoes—Home krown, S0G 60 per
bu.

Hones—Cholee  to fancy  comb, |
1Balse
e jc per’ doz.
1@ 141-2¢;
sc; b

young
turkeyi,

1

1@ e per Ib.

“ S5 0% prices. Detrotts
th

timo!

Beets, @3¢ per by ots, 65c pe:
hcum ers, hothouse. 164 2003
@25 per 4oz e
per 4 B
per doz.; green pe
v head Tett st
106 12¢ do |
§3c per bu. watercress,
doz.: $1.20 p.r byt green b |

oi wax bea

B, $1.35. |
@1.25 per bu.
rs—Common,  44@50c; . Bartlet
u. .

Prohibitionist,

The
weekly publication in the.lnterests of |

Natlonal a
the Prohibition party, has suspended |
publication. The suspension is the |
result of factional-strife within the |
party durlng the past year.

The' Illinois State Fair assoctation |
contends that the Iliniois Suffrage as- |
soclation is a political organization |
and has refused to allow the Suffra
gettes a booth on the state fai
grounds .at Springfield. The suffra-
gettes are angry because a booth s
being donated to the W. C. T. U,
which, they assert, has a part In
every election.

Former Congressman Edward H.
Funstop, 75, father of Brig-Gen. Fred-
erick Funston, commanding the de-
partment of the Philippings, died at
his home in lola, Kas. of heart dis-
ease. He was in congress 12 years |
in the late eighties and early nine- |
ties, representing the Second Kansas |
district,

Joseph G. Camnos, erstwhile speak-
er of the house of representatives,
will run for congress again in 1912,
This was announced by men
who are in his confidence. It was
further declared that the former

To be distribyted by the BIRMINGHAM EC&ENTR!C
yoting contest, the Capital Prize to be an elegant

$400.00

OAKLAND PIANO

|
|

The Pro;gressive Merchants of Birmingham Have Con-

tributed the Following Valuable Prizes Printed
Below, and Will Give the Eccentric

! Prize Vote Coupons

Rule‘; and Regulations Govermng Contest

1.

-\

| Are as Follows :

»

ANNOUNCEMENT*Thc Pmno and Popular Ladies’ Voting Contest will be
conducted fau:ly and honestly on business principles, with justice and fairness to all concerned.

With the above principles the contest will be an assured success.

2.

ZES —The capital prize will be an Oakland Piano.

will be given to the amount of several hundred’dollars, which are announced herewith.

3. CANDIDATES-Young ladies in this and adj oining towns are eligible to enter
this contest, and the party receiving the largest number of votes shall receive the beautiful
$400.00 Oakland Piano, and other premiums will be distributed in accordance with contestants’

standing at
4. T

5.

Ten- )e:u‘s n
6.

VOT

the final count,

IE IN VOTESShould any of the contestants  tic in votes, The Publisher’s
Music Compary will award a prize similar in ag¢cordance with standing at the final count.

ES CLASSED —Votes will be issued in the following denominations:
New subscrlpémns, 600 votes. $
Renewals, 500 votes for. .
Renewals, mnxe than one 3ear 600 \ntcs for
Back subscripgions, 400 votes for.
Five-years new subscriptions, 5,000 votes.

ew subseriptions. 12,500 votes.....

00
STRUCTIONS -Results as to slandlng of vetes will beissued after 30 dnys.

No votes w 111 be accepted at less than regular price of paper concerned in this contest.

connected with this paper will be allowed to become a cardidate in this contest or work for

contestant.

Votes afte} being taken cannot be transferred to another.
are going to vote for before com\ng to the ballot box, as the editor or any one will positively
The keys to the gpvernment ballot box shall be

not give you apy information on'the subject.
in possession of the awarding committee during the contest. l

For the

first 30 days this paper \nll rana &

lady contestant.

Contest

vance of closing.

oceur.

The contest|shall close on a day \\)uch will be cnvounced later.
contest the judges will carefully lock or seal ballot box and take the same to the Bank, wher
the same will bs kept in a place where the voting can be done during business hours and locked |
in a vault at mght until cloge of contest, when the judges will take charge and count same and
announce the yavng ladies winning in their turn,

The last 10 days all voting must be done in sealed box \at Bank. Put your coupons ina
sealed envelope, Whlch will be furnished you and put same]m . ballot box.

to run not-less than-90 dq; S,

one a fair and square deal.

Closing of contest v:ill be an:tounced 25 dxys in ad-
The right to postpone da(e of closing is reserved if sufficient cause should

Birmingham [Eccentric Piano Contest
Towel Bars, Soap Disijes, Bath Seats, etc. Value $10.00

onated by

Wilkinson ¢ Bassett
Plumbing, Heating and Sheet Mctal Work

We giv

e a 23vote Coupon with each §1

cash purchase.

ASK YOR COUPON

' Birmingham Eccentric Piano Contest

Cre Pair Ladies’ Shoes
Donated by

V. Nixon

Dry Goods, Notions, Shoes, Gents’ Furnishings
We pive a 25:vote Coupon with each 31

cash purchase.
ASK FOR COUPON

Birmingham E&«nlrlc Piano Contest

Electric Flat Imn ‘.

Value $5.90

HUSTON HARDWARE COMPANY

General Hardware

We give a Z’)—vbte Coupon with each §1

cash purchase.

ASK '0; COUPON

Birmingham Eccentric Piano Contest

Chafing Dish .
Donated by

V. H. HOGE & CO.

General Hardware

We ‘give a 25-vote Coupon with each §1,

cash purchase.
ASK FOR COUPON

Biemingham Em&trlc Piano Contest

[“One Barre! Birmingham Flogr

Value $5.00
Donn

COBB-STANLEY-HARRIS CONPANY

Groceries apd Drugs

We give a 25-yote|Coupon with each $1
cash purchase,

ASK FOR cpum

Five $106.00 Piano due bills

Donated by the

Birm’gham Eccentric

Place you

order with

for \yvour 1912 Caléndars

speaker Wil try to regain the gaveh

pal ‘and author of several textbooks.
" .

should the house go Republican.

in its great prize

Also other valuable prizes

|Be sure you know whom you

cote coupon which can be voted free for uny,

“Ten days prior to closing

This will give cvery

Valae §500.00
Five $100.00 Piano Due Bills

the Ecceatric



