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CHAPTER VIIL

The Wilderness Cabin.

The light was considerably farther
away than they had at first supposed,
and as they advanced steadily toward
it, the nature of the ground rapldly
‘changed, becoming irregular, and Yt
tered with low growing shrubs. In
the darkness they stumbled over out:
~cropplags of rock, apd aftef & falt ot
two, were'compelled/to move forward
with extréme caution.. But the my

terfous ygllow glow continually beck-
oned, an:

~with new hope -animating

| .they arrived ‘Where they
could pergelve dimly something of the
nature of this unexpected desert vasis.

The lght shome forth, plercing the
night, thm‘uxh_(hc uncurtained window
of a log cabin, which woyld otherwise
have beeny completely’ coficealed from
vlew by & group of low growlug cot-
tonwoods. This was all the black, en-
shrouding night rovealed, and even
this was merely mado apparent by the
yellow fllumination of the window.
The cabla stood upon an island, a
strip of sand, partially covered by wa-

ter, separating it from the north shore |

on which they stood. There was no
sign of life about the hut, other than
the burning lamp, but that alone was
suficient evidence of occupancy.\ In
spite of hunger, and urgent need, Keith
hesitated, uncertaln as to what they
might be called ypon to face. Wh
could be Wving in| this nul-of(hewlq
s

“WHER WILDERNESS WAS KING ATCLTC
liusTrATIONS By DEARponn Mewy
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1 Accept Any Terms You Desire.”
N

| not

frightemed brown eyes, with lang lash-
es half hiding thelr depths, looking di-
rectly Into his own; only now she had
slightly changed her posture, leaning
toward him across the table. Like a
flash he that this was

spot, In the heart |of thi
desert? It would be no, cattle out!
post surely, for there was fio surround
ing grazing land, While surely no prof
“fessional hunter would choose such §
“barren spot for hdadquarters. Either
a hermit, anxfous to escape all inte:
course with humanity, or some outla:

~ hiding from arrest| would-be likely t

select 50 {solated & place Jn which t
live. To them it would by ideal. Aw
from all tralls, where not even widel.

Would penetrate,

avolded 'by Indian
e—a man migh
r year withoul

Toving cattlemen
midst of a desert
because of lack of
hide here year
danger of discovery. Yet such a on
would ngt, be llle% to welcome thelr
coming, and they Wero -mwnt arms,
But Kelth was nof a man to hgsitate
long because of ble danger, an
‘h:rnmul down ifito the shallow wi

|- e "Cunu ‘on, Neb,
*“and
'n- window
came up the low
| door fronted the| north in intens
* datkness. Under the
_ cottonwoods he could
uvplnx his way, wi
His foot struck a
ph

and b

as to swing it open,
forward into the

unged forward,
#d door sg hnvlly

7

|

k ‘to| where the

ggled to his knees, |
peering him into
, he to per;

Aled detail. A lamy
constructed set of

a stone fireplace |
‘opposite, -the yellpw and red 'lights
hliar glow of color
b were revealed th

reality—flesh and blood—and | with
the swiff Instinct of a gentlempn, his
numbed, .nerveless fingers jerfell of
bis hat, and be bowed
fore her.
" “Pardon me,” he said, find)
volce with dificulty. “I' fell o1
step, but—but 1 didn't expect
a woman here.”

He heard her quick’ breathing|

e
¢ R

familiar all the time, but couldn't for
the life of ‘me counect up. You're
Christle Maclnire.”

“Am 17" her\eyes fllled with curl-
osity.

“Of course you 'are. You needn't
ibe afrald of me it you want it kept
secret, but [ know youhjust the same.
|Saw you at the ‘Galety’ In Indepen-
\dence, maybe two months mgo. I went
three times, mostly on your_ account
You've EOL & great act, and ou can
sing too.

Sho stood In sllence, still looking
fixedly at him, her- bosom ristng -s
falling, her lps parted as it to spe
she did not know what to

slight change in the
the dark eyes, and caught the
of the firelight on a revolyer
lowered h:

“What d{d you expect to nni
“I bardlySknew,” he explains
ly; “we stumbled on this hut by
dent. I didn't know there Wi
cabin in all this valley.” | .

“Then you are ‘mot,
purpose? to meet with any one’

“No; we were lost, and had
into camp up above, 'h n wq i

ered your light."
m.
Keith hesitated just. 1ns . yet
d

“Where do you come
falsehood 'was never gasy fo] Inmm‘ an.
¥

ame-
accl-
a

ne
v

Q saw no occaslon for decelt
“Clrmn City.” ¢ | K

“What brought you here?! | |

“We started for the ‘Bar X'| tanch
down . below, on thé Canadian; got
caught in a sand-storm, quww Just
drifted. 1 do not know withja twgnty
miles of where we are.”

She drow a deep breath of i
cealed rellet.

Aré you alone?”
“The negro and 1—
bavent the alightent
atrald of us—we're sq

She looked at him uucnmily
something in- Kelth's ‘cloan-eut
seemed to. bring reassurance,
dence in the man. i

“l am not afrald”  she answ
comling toward him around the
table. ‘+Oply it is 50 lonely here,
| you startled me, bursting in without
warniing. - But you look all right/ and

fcon-

and

yes; you
reasan

ere for| any ||

do, how to act, lnd was  thinking
swiftly,

3 she sald, at last In de-
clsion, “I am golng to ask you to blot
|that all out—to forget that you even
|suspect me of being Christie Maclalre,
of the Gatety.”

| ' “Why, certainly; but would you ex-
in 7"

B

here 1s little enough to.explain. It
Is sufficient that I am here alone with
you. Whether I wish to or not, I am
compelled to trust myself to your pro-
tection. You may call me Christle
Maclalre, or anything else you please;
you may even think me unworthy re-
spect, but you possess the face of a

gentleman, and as such | am going to
trust you—I must trust you. Will you
accept my confildence on these
terme 2

Keith did not smile, nor move.
Weak from hunger and fatigue, he
leaned wearily against - the wall.

Neverthelgss that simple, womanly ap-
peal awoke all that was strong and
sacrificing within him. although ber

Her face, which had been so white,
flushed to the hair, her dark eyes -jn~
ening. *

“Why, of course; sit down. I ou

it ts—only ‘you

Kereéugh-
must wait a moment.’

CHAPTER IX.
The Girl of the Cabin.

Ho saw Neb drop down before the
blazing fireplace, and curl up like &
tired dog. and observed her take the
lamp, open the door into the other
room a trifle, and slip silent]y out of
sight. He remembered staring vaguely |
about the little room, still illumined
by the flames, only half comprehending,
and then the reaction from his des, | !r
perate strugglo with the elemeats | §
overcame all resolution, and he drpp:
ped his head forward on the-table, tmd |
lost consclousness. Her hand upon |
his shoulder aroused bim, startled in-
to wakefulness, yet he scarcely real-
fzed the situation.

“I have placed food for: the negro
besjde him," she sald, quiétly, and for
the first time Keith detected the soft
blur in her speech.

“You are from the South!" he ex:
cmnm d. as though It was a discovery.
Yes—and you? .

“My boyhood’ . begn'. fn Virginia—
the negro was an oldtime slave 1o

acrosss at the

black
b and eating voraclously

“I thought he had once been
slave; one can easily tell that. I di

ask him to sit here because,
ycu do not obfect, we will eat here
together. I have also been almost
as long without food. It was so lone-
ly here, and—and I hardly understood
my situation—and I simply could nat
force myself to eat.”

He distingulsned her words clearly
enough, although she spoke low, as it
she preferred what was sald between
them should nbt reach the ears of the
negro, yet somehow, for the moment, |
they made uo adequate impression. on
him. Like a famished wolt he begpn
on the coarse fare, and for ten mln-
utes hardly lifted his head. Then bis
eyes chanced to meet hers across the

narrow table, and instantly the gen- |
Lal

tleman reawoke ta lite.

(TO BE CONTINU

D)

Establishing a Reputation.

“If I knew bow to go about it I
would have every dog in my stare |
tried before a judge and jury for -
sault and battery” sald the animal |
dealer. “Unless he was convicted and
executed | could get about three
prices for him.

~“Every time a dog is haled to court |

on the charge of having bitten some- |

body I attend the trial and take part |

in thé reception the beast holds after °-

bis acquittal. A dog that has enough |
class about him to precipitate a law-;
sult’ couldn’t be bought for love or |
money, but It his master wished to |
séll him he could do so a dozen times |

at
the dog does show his teeth once in
a while there are people willing tp

takq chances just for the sake of own- | !
lnle dog that has so much charac- |
ter. | Selling dogs being in my line, |

have studied up a good many ways to
advertise, but trial by jury {s the best |
way, so far discovered.”
The Lily Eaters.
'rm.&;mnuurul spring | Aveather?’ |
sald Jathes Wilson, the sgcretary of |
agrigulture, at a luncheon fn Wunmz-‘

he gald, “to which a gertain congres
man sent a gift of rare lly bulbs from |

words were 80 that, for
the moment he falled to realize thelr
full| purport.  Finally she straightened

-1 accept any terms you deslre,”
be /gasped .weakly, “it—if you will
onfy give one retpro.”

“Food; we have eater nuqu; for
sixty hours.”

the |department. The farmer's wife
D the gift thus:
“Dear Sir—Thak youso much mrr

the particularly 'fine onfons. which |
were greatly enjoyed withh last eve- |
ning’s steal

“ Criminal Instinct.
Crimes lead into one another. They | (

who| are capable of being forgers are
capable of being incendiaries.—Burke. |
| /

{ am golng to belleve your tory.
What {s your name?; i

“Kthh—luk Keith™

‘A cowman?

“A little of . 1 rockopy, &
[ touch of returning bitterness 1 &o
tone. “A plaingman, who'has purched
cattle, but my last ﬂb was | govern-

ment scout.”

“You look as myou might be
more than that” -sald slowly. -

The man flushed, his lips prépsing
tightly together. .

“Well, I--1 may liave been,” hq con-
fessed anwillingly. “I started ogt all

E

right, but sumehow ‘I reckon I
went adrift. It's a hablt in this

AMUY those llrd 'nrdl of

R

T

g
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Day Was'Warm, but Fashion Mentor's
Trousers Hadn™. Been Pressed
for Two Days.

. Delos 0dd is a clerk ln the office
of a broker. Now, as been
‘vronounced by a certain .umornr

the man’s fashion mentor of the town.
Some time ago the broker had a rush
order to fill in the sale of some
bonds. - The wasting of a few min-
utes might mean that the sale would

fall. through' and that the broker
lose a fat comrission.

“Delos, rjn to the hask and get
those Be quick,” /“he boss or-
dered. .

The was lesy than a half
block af The weather was quité

warm. ‘With deliberation Delos slipped
on his coat and ther his overcoat and
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0dd's face showed surprise that luch
a question should ever be asked.
“Why, sir" he sald, with a.patro |
izing smile, “didn’t vou rdtice that|
my trousers hadn’t been pressed for
two day:

Early. School Books.
" The horn book tnvented fn 1450 anfl |
used considerably up ‘to the close of
the elghteenth century was the us:
textbook of the elementary school.
thin slab of hard wood was cove
with parchment, on which was print
he capital and -m:zm-n numerals |
and some elemen! syllables and | |
words.

A

Over this a thin sheet of ‘transpar |
ent cow’s born was placed and firmly |
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1 had pccaslon to-call on Danlel Webe

ster, then secretary of. state
Glancing at my card, he | turned

and readtly extended his harid with,

“Welgome. signor! No hocus pocus

| among my papers,” covering '.b-
with b

After lelllnln‘ to bim my EMOG
reecived the required information.
We laughed and chatted 4 few min-
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1 “Well,. what ons fa that?” ques-

| tioned ‘the great statesman, Iin - his
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deep and powertul voice.

“Counting the treasury notes, Mz
Webster.”

“The trpasury notes, Blnor"

“Yes, sir. You might give me n

1000 to count and watch me
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