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CHAPTER XIV.—Continued.

_“And you know what mine ara!”
exclaimed the banker, hotly. “I re:
fuse to be engulfed In this wave of
bhysterical sympathy with ceiminals.
1 will not be stamped with the same
hall mark as the man who takes the
Iife of his fellow being—though the
man be my own son. I will not set
the seal of approval on crimo by dp-
fending it."

The lawyer bowed and sald calmly:

“Then, sir, you must expect ex-
actly what is bhappening. This girl,
whatever she may be, is devoted to
your son. She is his wife. She'll go
to any extreme to help bim—even to
selling her name for money to pay
for his defense.”

The banker threw up his bands with
impatience.

“It's a matter of principle with me.
Her devotion is not'the question.”
With a mocking laugh he went on:
“Sentimentality doesn't appeal to me.
The whole thing 1s distasteful and
‘hideous to me. My instructions to you
are to prevent her using the family
name on the stage, to buy her off on
her own nrm. to get rid of ber at

any_price

"Exc!nl the price she asks,” Inter-
posed the lawyer, dryly. Shaking bl
head, he went on: :

“You'll find- that a wife's devotion is
a’very strong motive power, Jeffries.
It will move irresistibly forward In
spite of all the barriers you and | can
erect to stay its progress. That may
sound like a plagitude, but,it's a fact
nevertheless.”

Alicla, who had been listening with
varied emotions to the conversation,
now interrupted timidly: .

“Perhaps Judge Brewster is right,
dear. After all, the girl Is working
to save your son. Public opinlon may
think it unnatural—"

‘The banker turned on his
Sternly he said:

'Anm-. I cannot permit you to in-
‘That young man {s a self-
m!“lod murderer and therefore no
son of mine. I've done with him long
ago. 1 camnnot-be moved by maudlin
. sentimentality.

IIIIL" 'l‘ll.rnln‘ to the lawyer,

wife.

her?"
The lawyer shook his head. |
“No, there is nothing I can do."
Quickly he added: “Of course, you

I

ol

"i.

“It's Your Duty to Do It”

The lawyer shook his head doubt-
fully.

“Well, see what you can do," cried
the banker. - To his wife he sald:
“Are you coming, Alict

“Just & moment, dear,” she replied.
“I want to say a word to the judge.
“All right," replied the banker.
be outside.” He opened the door, and
as he did so he turried to the lawyer:
“If there are any new developments
let me know at onc

He left the office and Alicia breatbed
a sigh of rellef. She did not love her
husband, but she feared him. e
was not only 20 years her senfor, but
his cold. aristocratic manner intiml-
dated her. Her first impulse had been
to tell him everything. but she dare
not.. His manner. discouraged Her. He
would ,begin to ask questions, ques-
tions which she could not answer
without  seriously . incriminating her-
self. ~But her consclence would not

allow her to stand entirely-aloof from

the tragedy in which her husband's
scapegrace son was involved. She
felt a strange, unaccouhitable desire to
meet this girl Howard kad married.
In a quick undertone to the lawyer,
she sald: -

“I must see that woman, judge. |
think I can persuade her to change
her course.of action. In any case I
must see her, I must—" " Looking at
him questioningly, she said: “You
don't think it inadvisable, da you?

The judge smiled grimly.:

“I think I'd better see her first he
sald. “Suppose you come back -a lit-
tle later, It's tagre than probable that
she'll be herg this atternoon. - I'll
see her and arrange for an interview.”

There was a knock at the door, and
Alicla gtarted gulltlly, thinking her
husband might have overheard their
conversation. The head clerk entered
and whispered something to the judge,
after which be retired. Tho lawyer
tur ed to Allcia with a smile,

)- 1 thought” he sald,
nlel y, “she’s ‘out there now.
You'd bmar go and leave-her to me.”

The door.opened. again uncétemon-
mnly. and Mr. Jeftries put In bis
hea:

renl you coming, Allcla?* be de-
manded, impatiently. In| a lower
volce to the lawyer, he added: “Say,
Brewster, that woman is outside in
your office. Now is your opportunity
to come to some arrangement with

B
Again Mrs. Jeffrfes held out her

kin

you're so

was out of town or else that he was
oo busy .to be seen. At last, evl
dently acting upon orders, they flat-
1y refused to even send in her name.
and she had about abandoned hope
when, all at once, a clerk approached
her, and addressing her more politely
than usual, sald that the judge would

e her In a few minutes.

Her heart gave a great throb. Al-
most speechless from surprise, she
stammered a faint thanks and braced
herself for the interview on which so
much depended. For the first time
since the terrible affair had happened,
there was a faint glimmer of hope
dhead. If only she could rush over
to the Tombs and tell Howard the
joyful news so he might keep up cour-
age! It was elght days now since
Howard's arrest, and the trial would
take place in six weeks. There was
still time to prepare a strong defense
it the judge would ouly consent to
take the case. She was? more sure
than ever that a clever lawyer would
have no dificulty in convincing & jury
that Howard's,_aligged “confession”
| was untrue and improperly obtalned
In the Intervals of waiting to see

the lawyer, she had consulted' every
one she knew, and.among others she |
had talked with Dr. Berostein, tbe
noted psychologist, whom she had |
seen once at Yale. He recelved her|
kindly and listened attentively to her
story. When she had finished he had|
evinced the greatest Interest. He
told her that he happened to be the
physician called, in on the night of the
tragedy, and at that time- he had|
grave doubts as to it belng a case of |
murder. He belleved it was suiclde,

and he had told Capt. Clinton so. but |
the police captain bad made up bis|
mind, and that was the end of it
Howard's “confession,” he went on,
really meant nothing. It calied to the
stand he could show the jury that a
hypnotic subject can be made to
“confess” to anything. In the inter-
est of truth, justice, and science, he
um be would gladly come to her

All this she would tell-Judge Brew-

ster. It wquld be of great help to
bim, no doibt. Suddenin a cold
shiver ran through her. How did she

know he would take the case? Per-
haps this summons to his office was
only to tell her once more that he
would have nothing to do with her
and her. husband.

he had decided so suddenly
her and, like a flash, an fdea came to

her. She had seen Mr. Jeffries, Sr.,
‘enter the Inner sanctum and, In-
stinctively, she felt that she had

something to do with his visit. The
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a richlydressed woman whom she :u) Hiia beautiron home-tor 45006, 4hd
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so much about her that it seemed to | Fine new house with All modern con:
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look, as if she would like to stop and | Good old-fashioned house 430 3 (O

talk with her, but dare mot. In an-| 32060 o bund in Simes when labor and
.| Then there

othey instant she was gone,
{ng & clerk, who beckoned her to fol

low him, she entered Judge Brew- | tri
ster's office. | 32 ate—whis, )
The lawyer looked up as she came 31500 in spot cash e
\ 1t a4 w
in, but did not move from his seat | 45 e §Ter 3 NS OF

Grufy he sald:

“How long do you Intend to keep
up this system of—warfare? How
long are you going to continue for-
cing your way into this office?”

“I didn't force my way in." she satd.
quietly. “1 didn't expect to come i
The clerk sald you wanted to see me.”

The lawyer frowned and scrutinzed |
her closely. After a pause, he said:
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“I want to tell you for the fiftieth 35300
time I can do nothing for you." |
“Fifty?" she echoed. “Fifty did you | |2"‘ et £
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muc! the county. On th o

| ter electric,
fowing wells, pond of nearly an acre of
Ing water farnishing an abun-

pura clean. ice:

Judge Brewster looked at her quick-
Iy to see if she was laughing at him.
Almost peevishly, he sail

“For the last time, | repeat I can
do nothing for you."

“Not_the last time, judge,
plted, shaking ber head.
come agaln to-morrow.”
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“It's your duty to do it." she sald,
quietly. “Your duty to his sob, to me. | your
and to Mr. Jeftries himself. Why, he’s | :r“mh““ erma. caxy
0 eaten up with his family pride and | {5'the right kind of a pur
false principles that he can’t see the |
difference between right and wrong. |
You're his lawyer. It's your duty to
put him right. It's downright wicked
of you to rel se—you're hurting him.
Why, when | was hunting around for
a lawyer one of them actually re-
fused to take up the case because he
sald old Brewster must think How-
ard was gullty or he’d have taken it
| up himsell. You and his father are
putting the whole world agalnst him,
and you know it"

The judge was staggered. ,\'D one
in his recollection had ever dared to
speak to him like that. He was so
astonished that he forgot to resent it,
and he hid his confusion by taking
out his handkeraplef and mopping bis
forehead,

“1 do know it

“Then why do you do
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said:
“I—that's not the question.
Annle leaped quickly forward, and
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