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CHAPTER XVI.—Continued.

“Ah! T begin to understand. You
knew. Robert Underwood? Howard
knows your volce—he heard you—talk-
4n0g to him— Oh, Mry. Jeftrles! Are
you the woman who visited his apart
ments that night?"

The banker's wife bowed her head
and collapsed on a chair.
she murmured in a low tone.
Annfe looked at her {n amazement.
Why didn’t you coriié forward at
ce?” she cried. “Think of the wn

Alicla covered her faco with Her
handkerchlef. She was crylng naw.
“The |, ! whe

grace!” ~echoed Annle, stupe-
Indignantly, she went on: "D
grace—ta_you? But what of me apd
llhwnd’\

“Can't ybu reallze what It means to
/be associated with such a crime?” she
rwalled.

“ cried Annle contemptu-
ously. "Wllt 1s disgrace when a hu-
/man lfe is at ‘stake?™

“It seemed 30 useless,” moaned Al-
. flcla—"a" useless sacrifice In the face|
wof Howard's mlﬁdﬁ: Of course

~—if I'd known—if I'd suspected what
fyou tell me—I'd have come forward
mand told everything—no ter At
'what cost” Teartully she added:
“Surely you realize the position It
Dlll-l ‘me in?

lght shone In Annle's eyes.
'wnz was this ‘woman's misery to
Mer? Her duty was to the poor fel-
flow who was counting the *hours until

fab, dovold of . mpark of humanity, |

would have left them both to

[perish in order to protéct herself from
shame and ridicule. Her face was set
mnd determined as she sald calmly:
“It must be done now.”
“Yes,”

murmured Allth ill l low
t must
Oh, it I'd auly dun 1t
ore—ig,1'd ouly told Mr. Jeffries
whole truth! You s of How-

's sufferings. If he didn't do it,
bas at least the consclousness of

s own Innocence, but I—the con-
tant fear of belng found out is worse
than any hell the imagination can con-
Bure up. I dreaded it—I dread {t now
=it means lal ostracism

'-orl‘ will know."”
Annle was not lstening. Still be-
she gazed with the utmost
&t her companion.
__think that this mysterio
they had been seeking was How

“S0 you'te ‘the missing 'l(nou wi

all been' hunting for!" she said
rlul’thlhnnovuw' How
did it bappen?”

. | com

“I don't whnt to disgrace
rull you But what am I to
me, what am I to do?”

“T don’t know,” moaned hi
panion helplesaly.

“Howard must.be saved.”
Will you :ell Judge Brew
shall T
“Judge Brewater!

ster or

Why should he

inevitable, sh : “iYes, I sup-
pose be iaus know soonar or later,
but, 1—"

She broko down agaln asd burst fn-
to tears. Annle watched her fn sl
lence.

composediy -Fd as it m.l;nd to the

t's nu;b-hnl (34
pnrmh-my
B sobbed Alicta

she sald sym-

through her
Rising, she
“bon’

say anything now
hours. Then | can think what is best
to be done.

Annle was about t6 reply when the
‘office door suddenly opened and Judge
Brewster entdred, Addressing Alicla,
he sald:

“Pardon me, Mrs. Jeffriés, | hope |

I

Each Was  Absorbed

haven't kept you waiting.” Noticing
her agitation and traces of tears, he
looked surprised. He made mo com-
ment but turned to Annle:

“I have been. talking to Dr. Bern-
styin over the ‘phone.”

Annle approached him softly "and
sald In a whisper:

undertaken Howard’s defens
Judge Brewster - smiled at his

wealthy client, almost apologetically,

Annle thought. Then addressing ber,
sall

I've been quite busy since I
w you. I have put three of the best
detectives we have on the trall of the
woman who visited Upderwood that
night. 1 don’t think police have
been trying very hard to find her.
They're satisfled with Howard's con-
fession. d we'll

But |we want her

get her—"

“Oh!" gasped Alicla.

The judge was proceeding to-tell of

other steps he had taken when the

door opened and the head clerk en-

tered, followed by Mr. Jeffri

“I told Mr.| Jeffries that

fries was here,” sald the cler]
“You might have told him that there

were two Mrs. Jeffries here,” laughed

rs. Jef-

e judge.

‘The clerk retired and the banker,
Igporing the presence of

hln dasghier- law. turned o Blawite

“l rt(h! my ldear, that you should
be subjected ‘w Jbess tamlly| annoy-
ances."

Judge Brewster came forward and
cleared his throat/as Il preliminary to

-3
-l ESS%S

a PO
LA

e had to say.
mnuiu the huhr. he sald bold-

"Hl. Jeffries, T have decided to un-
dertake Howdrd's defense.”

Fatic client was taken
surprise. For a mo-
4 say nothing, but sim-
the lawyer as if un-
P his ears. With an ef-
exclatmed

“Pray| don't troul

At Alicla followed(her husband lout.
she turned and w) to Alﬂlll:
“Come and see at my home.

?ood morning, ¢

AW Ay
* 's flnd | §
the

iv-fi' :; TR

mot to give
er—and be
cting only
produced |
'The young |
|Ot course, |
there “copfession,” but |
that had ‘béen uhmn-d wuﬂy. - |
Th

making an’ untrue coafeskion.
baps the upuln ¢could be argued into
a mistake |

When she bad
judge came back fnto the/rpom ul
sat down at his desk.

“Well, that's done
with a sigh of rellef. R
4 moment among his papers, he
looked up and sald with an eacoura-
sing smile:

“Now, If you please. we will go oyer
that evidence—bit by bit.

he exclaimed
ummaglog for

CHAPTER XVil.

The news that Judge Brewster
would appear for the defendant at the
approaching 1 of Howard Jeffries
town lke wildfire,
and caused'an tnmediate revival n
the public interest, which was begin-

| stymulation.
| hall been a complete reconciltation tn
l(hs Jeffries family, that the banker
| was now convinced of bis son’s tnno-
cence, and was determined to spend
a fortune, If necessary, to save him
This and other reports of similar
nature were all untrue, but the judge
let them pass without contradiction.
They were harmless, he chuckled, and
It anything, helped Howard's cause.
Meantime be himself had not been
dle.

(«WL_

“I've told Mrs. Jeffries that you have|

"[W

In His Own Thoughts.

tent with half méasures. Night and
day he worked on the case, preparing
evidence, seeing witnesses and ex-
perts, untll be bad gradually bullt
up a bulwark of defense which the
police would find difficult to tear
down. |Yet he was not wholly reas-
sured as to the outcome until Annle,
the day following the interview In his
office, ipformed him breathlessly that
she had found the mysterfous woman.
The judge was duly elated; it
was plaln sailing, indeed! There had
always been the possibility that How-
ard’s confession to the police wi
true, that he had really killed Under-
wood. But now they had found the
one important witness, the mystert!
ous woman who was in the apart
ment a few minutes before the shoot-
ing and who was in possession of a
letter in which Underwood declared
his intention of shooting himselt,
doubt was no longer possible. Acquit-

1 When once he made up his | .
mind (o do a thing he was not con: | \C0K*d UP and said:

h-vln‘ n..n made, 1t further, he could
be convinced of the existence of doc-
umentary evidence showing that m»
derwood really committed |sulcide
might be willing to receds from

fudge insisted, also, that t
ing the mysterious wi
should also come, to be produced at
such a moment as the lawyer might
¢consider opportune. Annle| merely de-
manded a few hours' time so she could
make the appolntment and soon re-|
turned with a solemn promise that
the woman would attend| the meet-
ing and come forward at| whatever
moment called upon.

Three evenings later mqro was an
impressive gathering at Judge Brew-
ster's| residence. In the handsomely
appointed library on the secoud floor
were seated Dr. Bernsteln, Mr. Jef-
fries and the judge. Each was ab-
sorbed in\his own thoughts| Dr. Bern
steln was pufing at a big black cigar;
the banker stared vacantly|into space
The judge, at his desk, examined some
Iegnl papers, Not a word was spo-

ken. They seemed to be waiting for
a fourth mam who had pot yet ar-
rived.  Preseatly Judge Brewster

“Gentlemen, [ expect Capt. Clinton
In a fow minutes, and the wiatter will
be placed béfore you.”

Mr. Jeffries frowned. It was great-
Iy against his wish that hp had been
dragged to this conference. Peevish-
1y, he sal

I've no wish to be present at the
meeting. You know that and yet
you sent for me.

Judge Brewster lookéd up at him
quickly and said quietly yet de
clstvely:

“Mr. Jeftrles, 1t is absolutely nec
essary that you be present when I/},
tell Capt. Clinton that he has either
willfully er ignorantly forced your son
to confess to baving committed a
erime of which 1 am persuaded he 1y
absolutely innocent.”

The banker shrugged hig shoulders,
“If I can be of service, of course,
-1 am only too glad—but what can
I say—what can 1 do?

“Nothing." replled the judge curtly.
“But the ‘moral effect of your presence
Is invaluable.” More amlably he went
on “Belleve me, Jeffries, 1 wouldn't
bave taken this step unless [ was a
splutely sure of my position. I have
bed Informed that Underwood com
mitted sulclde, and tonight evidence
confirming this statement Is to be
placed In my hands. The woman who

d
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“Howard's wlife,” answered the
judge quietly. The banker started and
the lawyer went on: “She knows who
the woman s, and has promised to |
bring her here to-nlght with docu- .
mentary proot of Underwood's sul

de
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“Why not?” demanded the judge. 321 Uhese fine “mornings’  Come on

“She has more at stake than any of
us. She has worked day and ni(hl‘
on this case. It was she who aroused |
Dr. Bernsteln's interest and persuad- |
ed him to collect the evidence agalnst ‘
Capt. Clinton.” |

The banker frowned. o

“She 18 the cause of the whole mis |
erable business,” he growled. . ‘

The door opeued and the butler, en’|
tering, handed his master a card.

Ab!" ejaculated the judge. “Here's
our man! Show him up."

When the servant had disappeared
Mr. Jeffries turned to his host. With
a show of irritation he sald:

“I think you put too much faith in
that woman, but you'll find out—you'll
find out.”

Judge Brewster smiled.

(TO BE CONTINUED.

That Price Has Been Demanded tor| 4
Drawing by the Famous
Leawardo da Vincl.

Let no one say that art does not
pay, when right in Fifth avenue it s
offered at $600 the square inch, which
is counsiderably more than the lots
that front in that exclusive thorough-
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the Two Apostles.” It is eight by te
inches.—New ¥ork Herald.
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WEBSTER AND THE MAGICIAN

Becretary of State's Clever Retort to

the Joking Remark of Signor
Blitz.

During the presidency of Mr. Tyler
1 had occasion to’call on Daniel Web-
ster, then secretary of state.

Glancing at my card, he turned
and readily extended his hand with,
“Welcome, signor! MNo hocus pocus
among my papers.” covering them
with his arms.

After explaining to. him my obj
1 reecived the required. informat
We laughed and chatted®a few

bis influence In the matter.

“You. a magiclan, an office
ignor 7"

“There Is only one. sir, |
all others I should refuse
o their emoluments.”
Well, what one fs

tioned the great states
| deep and powerful voice.

“Counting the treas:
Webster.”

“The treasury notes,

}




