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HE feeling 1s growing i
throughout the Indian
ary and Indian govy
ernment clrcles  that|
Britain {s approaching a
bigger campafgn on the
northwest fromfer than
has been seen th recent
years. * Not only areq
large sectidns of the
tribesmen like the Mah-
sud Wazirls and others exhibiting
signs of increasing turbulence, but the
frontler territoriey from one end to
the other are alrehdy full of modern
arms and ammunition, While more s
p(mrhu‘ intg them every day by every
cludell “track leading through Balu-
chistan and the Afghan hills.

In addition’ to this, the present
Ameer, abandoning his father’s policy,
has allowed thousands of modern ri-
fles manufactured in the arsenal at
Kabul to reach ihé hands of his own
tribesmen, and -the probable co-opera-
tion of the latter in a frontier war
against the- Indian Raj may, easily In
volve the British gmu.an{l with Af-
ghanistan as well '

All this, as every Indlan officer

knows, is fnvolved In the continuance
- of the persistent gun-running which s
marking the growing war fever on the
indjan: northwest frontier tbhrough the
It

Persian gulf. is not too much to
and safety of India
the suppression of this
yet, owing chiefly to the
Dritish naval resources
an ‘do little or nothing.

the entrance of the gulf,
center of this nefarious

paucity of
there, she

s00n, and quite capable of holding its
own fn the hard weather ofter to be
met with fn the Indlan ocean. Not-
withatanding local differences of de.
tail these vessels vury very little g
class; they are generally . grab-built,
having a long overhung forward.
There {s great beam and rise of floor,
and a very raking transom
Theye 1s generally a high poop
fo'csle deck,.the rest
the vessel being practical-

Iy open. The rig consists

generally of main and

mizzen lateens. The main-
mast s a big spar stepped amidships, with a groat
rake forward.”/”

A correspondent from India writes that the
Britishygunboats in the Persian gull have been
very active In suppressing the traffic in rifles and
ammunition. The arms were belng landed on the
Makran coast and thence were carried by cara-
vans for sale to the tribesmen on the northwest.
ern frontier of India, to be used against the Brit-
ish troops when the next trcuble comes. Tha
navy men are reported to hl\r been very suc-

NTRAINING. CAIIELS 7O
COUNTEFRACT GU: ONMING

Deans and, unhapplly, by Rritigh merchants. The
sultan, who i3 under British pratection, derives a
large revenue from it, but although negotlations
with him for its prehibition might require diplo-
matic handling owing to his treaty obligations
witle at least one lother power, it 1s the only effec.
tive means of. avolding the outpouring of blood ”
and treasure on the Indian forntler.

At present the efforts of the British navy are
handicapped by the fact that the hydrographical
conditions of Muscat, as indeed of the whole lit-
toral of the gulf, do-mot allow preventixe ships

10 g0 very close to the coast. It fs this fack which
" enables the gun-running dhows to escapé the vigh
lance of British cruisers. \
“¢"Thus the dhows which put out from Mugcat
With' thelr contraband cargoes adopt the. simple
plan of hugging the coast within the shallow-wa-
ter limits. If they are making for Kowelt, which
1s the conter of the gun trade for Mesopotamia
and western Persla, they can proceed all the way
in comparative safety, otherwise they sall just
{far enough to be in a position to make a dash for

ammunition. To reduce still further the gun-run
ners’ chances of profit, four companies of the
Fourteenth Sikhs were sent from Ouetta to inter-
cept caravans In the neighborhood of Robat. One
of our fllustrations depicts the entraining of some

\ of the transport camels at Jacobabad in Sind, en
\route to Nushki, whence the column marched to
Robat.

\\

. \_As a rule, when camels are entraned they are
loaded on open trucks, but'on this occasion it was
thelght  advisable to make use of closed cars
The foouts™ strongly objected to being loaded, but
withi & rope behind the hocks and a steady, per-
suasive straln on the nose rope they were event.
ually beyled or pushed in. Once In the car the
camels Were made to kneel down in the sand

Jask or some other port on the Makran coast,
whiere their cargoes are reccived for conveyance
by caravan cla Baluchistan to Afghanistan and
the northwest frontier Khels.
The two most active firms engaked In  this
ftrado are owhed by a Baluchl and a Kyenchman,
‘There are also in Muscat numerous g!u shops
engaged In the trade, and numbers of tha agents
it :,':,:d 2';’::, vy ',n’:::‘;::i‘.‘u[ nl(h(\inl; which had\been spread-on the floor, thelr knees
swiftealling dhows and got away\to  obséure ' W°T¢ then t{dd so that It was Impossible for them
places along the eastern ceast. 1t will be impos. 'O Straishten out their forelegs. R
sible to check this growing peril to snn-na& | The cars Were each loaded with six camels,
‘peace in India withéut a large number of small-\ three In each &nd, facing loward. The space in
draught patrol boats and an eficlent coastguard \t niilized for saddles argl fodder for
‘on"the Makran coast. 4 e journey. Two'camelmen also u-i&led in each
“No craft,” says-Mr. H, Warrington Smyth, in

cax, It may ¥ remarked that Brahuls differ from
Oum and Sall In Eirope and Asfa,” “has played most people in thal \they do 'not notice that the
Id's history than the camel has a particularly offensive odor. The

. he Faith as js tho Crescent. The true baggara,

L

much the emblem of  camels\bubbled and protested while being load-
ey soon settled down and began.to eat

the fodder provided for them, \It took five hours

Ragala, or Arab dhow, the robable parent of all

e lateen-rigged offs) , 13 now mostly to be ' to load first train of\ 120 camels, Only one
fmet with In the Red sea and castward to the Per-  came! d an_unusvally large hump could
'slan . Karachl, Bombay, along the Maldbar not be pushed through tha door, and he was
«coast, and_down the coast of Africa té Zanzibar, = t; e a

making its voyages with the fair wind of the mon-  about 15 men.

A TYPICAL

cessful, and madeseveral good  hauls of rifles and .

The pird's-eye view shows the terrl- |
tory through which the contraband guns |
are run. In the foreground aré the bare ;
rocky, hills surrounding Muscat, the cap- |
ital of Oman, whils to the right is the

equally bare coast of Makran, from which |
gun-runniog routes lead inlant to Afghan- |
istan. Oman is an Independent sultan- |
ate occupylng the southcastern end of 1

=

Hadramaut regicn.
The area Is about

along the coast 1s
very mountainous,
rising f its high

Fine
within

DHOW IN THE PERSIAN GULF

and mother-of-pearl and fish aro also of some com- |
mercial importance. The chlef port Is Muscat. It |
is situated between two hills and looks out to sea,
as shown in the view.of the Perstan gulf accom-
panying this article.

The population of Oman is estimated at 1,500,
000, and consists of several tribes of Arab orlgin,
partly nomadic. ,The negro element is very nu-
merous. N h

Muscat was taken by the Portuguese in 1508
and remained in their bands until the middle of
the seventeenth century, when the Arabs of the
interior secured possession of It. The imams or
sultans of Muscat afterwards made extensive con-

Qquests in eastern Africa, Including Zanzibar, | i ot % Doy,
bas and Quiloa. Oman was at the climax of its | o eeet: i
power and commerclal prosperity in the first half 27
of the nineteenth century, when the authorlty of | mios sed iet, west sde
the imams or sultans cxtended over tho Persian | frame setew nuh:
territories of Laristan and Mogistan, the Islands of | feegseuer; see Meek trem
Bender Abbas, part of the coast of Baluchlstan, and | 273
the long strip of African coastland including -
zibar, Mombasa and Qulloa, together with Avea” ek Yot
island of Socatra. The prasent ruling family origl. | Ses. § weme downotairs;
nated in Yemen and was first established In the | bes lire. easeeh
{mamate in the person of Ahmed ibn Sald fn 1741 | Falka detars. star Werth
The rise of the Wahabi power fa Nedjed resuite | o i o ey o

in considerable loss of territory. In 1856, on the
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death of Sultan Sald, his possessions were divided ____’,:‘,’_,,___,__.
between bis two sons, one recelving the Afriean L, ek, { e ot
territories and the other Muscat, with the Persian | onsts i il it tacy Soory Iote Mo
possesslons. These last were loat I 1875 Sultan | o wak ouek Selltiage i eme et
Thuwany, who succeeded .in Muscal, was assassf. | gk e T
nated fo 1566,by his son Selim, who reigned but a | 5 v sire vl oy ot 1ol
short tima, and was driven out by his uncle, Seyyid | " " % low rete. ,‘,’"""“

Felsal ibn Turkl. The power of the ‘mam is exer-

cised very little beyond the capital, Muscat, the | s S Beasht doe o8 e semsont o aiemien |
name of which i3 therefore probably better known | evissewn D Rma st |
In popular usage than that of the whole state. = {

Would Cause Much Writing.
Bacon—I'see it Is sald that all the Russian rail-
way stations keep complaint books, where passe:
gers may enter various protests.”
Egbert=If that plan were adopted in this coun-
try, | fear writer's cramp would be far more com-
mon than it is now.—Yonkers Statesmas.

- Exact Knowledge Counts

ressmen W)Il Listen Closest f the | talk fairly well on almost any subject.
e Is Famiilar With l"*
;i M - X

to make my Uttle speech,” said Mr.|
‘Weeks, tthe members were in the usu-

formation ‘he may be able to give’
Since thenm,” continued Mr. Weeks,
havp found that exact knowledge on
any subject under discussion will al
ways gain the attention of the bouse
of representatives.”
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