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CHAPTER XVIil.—Contirued.

He promised with an eager carfest-
ness that went far toward convincing
me I had not only conquered the
man, but. won his fricadship as well
McKnight, nntil

gine room
through, and let this end it.
hands, my man.”

He gavesme a grip 1 felt; and so 1
left him, & mere shadow fn the black
passage. .

Lady Darlington stood . within the
door of her cabin waiting for me, her
face brighteniug as | emesged tirough
the pantry door. :

“Who was it?"

“McKnight;. [ canght him in the
very act, but shall keep it. from the
crew. There will be no’repctition ot
this affair, [ am sure, for' now we
are homeward bound .

How quickly her gray eyes light-
ed up, her hands tnstantly clasping,
mine.

“Homeward bound, Mr. Stephenx!

Have we already attained the spot
sought in this seu? Was there noth-
ing discovered. there as a rewurd for
all this jong voyage?”
No,. we are not yet there, hot |
have determined upon turning hack.
I can not take you awy farther tnto
danger.”

“But why? why? ls the peril so
terribly desperate? How much tar-
ther south must we go?" .

“With falr luck, the wind holding
as it Is, we might attain the position
to-morrow. “Tis not a long run; hut,
Lady Darlington, Lam afraid Lo risk it
The slightest slant of wind will bring
the. lee crashing down upon us. We
are under Damocles’ sword, suspend
ed by a hair. This is the beginbiug
of winter In these latutudes—of fierce
gales from the south swoeping across
leagues of frozen waters. ‘We have
beep wonderfully foftunate tbus far,
yet, a single day. ay, a single hour,
might seal our fate, hemming us in be-
yond any possibility of e
might take the chance it we werd all
mere adventurers on board, but | da
not trifie any lqnger with your life.

#I—I am not_that Kind of 4 coward,
Mr. Stephens. - You—yoir owe ‘it oy
those men to push on, now Wwe are 0
near thelr goal, You bave pledged
them your word, and+and 1 want you
to keep 1t

The companion-doar slid back, and
& man came heavily duwn' the Kleps.
As' he caught sight of us be pulled off
cap awkwardly.

“Mr. De Nova sent me_ to call
" he said.  “It's four bells."

you,

CHAPTER XIX.

In Which We Attain 66° 17 South.

When ' ‘moraing ‘arrived the . Sea
Queen was plunging, through -an an-
mitst_of a raging
ch effectually  con
cealed all-our immediate surrodndings,
With vivid remepubrance of fhose vast
fce fields lylng nLl, our starboard quar.
er, and the certaiuty that numerous
bergs were driftiag not far ahead, we
o slow down our ens

ay cautiously. through
The bufteting
loug the sides,

y at
g interested in
was de-

Within a Minute De Nova Had Joined

It was not far from noen when the
heayy snowclouds broke and went
scurrying away like a flock of birds,
leaving (he  wide sweep of waters
clear to onr view, with a yellow sun
hanging cold in the pale blug of the
sky

y

T hardly knew where we were, not
fecling at all certain about the extent
of our drift_during the past 24 hours,
and so hastily brought my instru
d shot the sun, stepping 1
rt honse to fignre out our
position. - The result sent n sudden
11 of exultation through me.

We have attained the spot!” T ex
clafmed, as 1 glanced up, and saw
her guzing in at me through the open
door. “Now we will ascertain

truth of Tuttle’s vision.”
“The spot?
the point of sea we have beeu x
ing?"
“Ay! and now, thank God! we can
head the othes way.”

) sprang eagerly hast her, clinging
to a lifeline so as to keep my fect
on the deck, ton thoraughly exeited

by my discovery to remain any loug-
er'in idleness

“Jonson, run below, and call
g Have bim turn out

Mr.
at

one \
1 watched the fellow slide to the
companion, and made my own way 10
the bridge, sweeping my rlisses anx
jously about the. ring  horizon.
Within @ minute De Nova had joined
me, his eyes still heavy from slecp.

“Mr. De Nova," I sald, rapidly, my
gloved hand sweeping a semicirclo in
our front, “I have just taken an ab-
servation, and this ix latituda 66° 177
south and longitude 110° 30° west:
Send your sharpest-eyed lookout t6. the
foretopsall yard with these glasses.
Then call all hands

He went down the biidge stairs
as though khot from a gun, and a
moment later a young seaman named
Symes was swiftly footing the rat-
lines, their coating of ice breaking un-
der his tread and rattling on the deck
belqw. The men swarmed out from the
togecastio and up the main hatch, rang.
ing themselyes about the foot of the
forentast, watching me eagerly, and
oceasionally. pecring up at Symes, now
well abova (he «r6ss-trees

“Lads," I\¢ried, bending over the
rail of the bridxe. and staring down in-
1o their upturued faces “Fve just
figured out our position, and this Is
the spot we've been bunting after in

we'll have a 11y for looting the Donpa
Isabel of those Spanish pesos. Buy/if
not, then we'll call it a wild gose
chase, and (1 Sea Queen poinis hing
pose norg :
\There w.s a faint, hall hearted at-
témpt at. 4 cheer, which eided In a
miitegig of aaths and a hufing of
feet un 1he icy planks The glances
»d yhward toward
securely/posted on the

Symes,
forutopsn) yard, the glasses (o his
es. (Jue or \wo among them, fn-

clnding  Anderson; clambered to the
10p of 1he (orecastie where they could
see ahval, /

“How iha hell” the Jatter yelled
@ wo kuqw this is the place, and
shddenly [ that point of vantage,
that you, aipt foolin’ us just.to get
back?’

Thyo “rowd turped thelr eyes on me,
'} lieard u growl of approval,

e
" The chart, with our cotirse

ed ou it day by day, is yonder
 the charl And my figures

the

Do you mean this is |

these seas. | |'ve sent Symes aloft to|
look out for! Tigt If there’s |/
any land in sight. well nad good:/

mlly because | say so, An-}.

Mo, His Eyes Still Heavy with Sleep.

“ut we don't any of us know any

about that!
Trus epough, but there happens
be oue on board who can figure it
t for you if you doubt my woid

dy Darlington ean do it”
Flic rising medley of growling volces

cdaged aluwost fustantly, and it 1 had
flg any ques to what her lady
s would do it was immediately si
leufed. She slipped o the rail of the
stalis, hee hood thrown back, her hair

m

t
|

owin

3 in the wind

J+-I believe thoroughly in Mr, Ste

B!

s¢ that | know something of navig;
i, and it you veally doubt h
ent 1 will figure 1t ont for you.”

ho

poul

ere’
yor

tly

spaw.

e
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s
akdad
e
bl

fel

ed, [lin,
heedlegs fignres. Within ten min
k we began to perceive the buge
ks we wera approaching from the
k, and. never before had my eyes

inm size, but with the devil of

" she said, clearly, “but it is

5" m
the hub
« this lady it her
as mine. Now

ollowed my hands for a hail

at do vou pick up,
words came back in & (hread
nd as he looked down upon us

o his hobbing perch.
“Not very mu
s a hell of a big

1, sir, except water
field o' ice

nder,” pointing with one hand,

other gripping the spar, “but it's

flat, an' ail glistenin’ with
There's maybe a dozen berzs
an’ off the port quarter, mostly

low a point or 80 to the north

Any land >

“Not a sign, $ir, unless that's it 1

for a big berg. The shadows look
c enough for rack.”

“Ease her off two poiuts, wheel

al
[Two points it'is, sir.”
A

Tege:
ﬂm
5

stood there, sflent and motian
waiting  anxiously. the men

ged along the rail, with their eyes
turned forward

I rang for full

u fairly
the fcy smoth-
510z clouds of white spray over
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ut ene day thin

ing Another Restaurant.

Hor ygars Mr. Clerklie had eaten his

hut notirishing luncheon in a Jit

|restaurant half a block north from

ce. He was an easily satisfied
und what he ordered seemed
o sult pim to perfection. The

tresses never Knew him to com-

went wrong. The
was rancid, and:the bread so
that Mr. Clerklie. who had de-

pid deas about hygiene, would mot

He did bis best, and left the

early.

next day the same thing oc-
and the day-afier there was no
He called the waltress

him

"May 1 sce the proprietor, please?™
nquived, 4

be
et

§irl Gisappeared for & minute
nroed with tbe sews that the

B
vd
I

-house
there also for this day’s reckon-

fhe.
the

o Tt

was aut.
following day as well as. the

gigantic and)majestic
a mountain jee. It wag opme im-
mense clift towering into the\upper
alr, being fully 300 feet high, a
less than 1,200 feet in length,
vast glittering pihnacles’ rising
farther Into the sKy, ity entire front
a ‘sheer precipice, gleaming in co&
blue, with hardly a\darker shadow)
anywhere to yield rellef to the eve.
We rounded its eastern vdge so close-
ly one could have tosged 8\ biscuit from
the foreyurd against/its mooth front,
the swell of its motifn tosking the'dar-
12g yacht like an/ eggsholl) Symes

clung to his perch/aloft with (he grip
of a monkey, swigging back any forth
to_the wild swaying of the spar.\ Sud-

denly he yelled down:

wind comin’  from \the
sou'west, sir.” \
“Heavy?' A\ N\
“lLooks ‘to be A stff breeze,

an\

it's bringing more §now."
“Lay down from aloft:”
I sprang over to ¢
nacleicard, and then
comprebending: glance at the thicken-
ing gloony in the southwest. Beyond
doubt the change had come
“Give her two'more poiats north,

wheelsman; keep \her head nor'east
nog'—steady s0, M De WNova,
send - another man ‘up

wheel/ AU bands now;

run for our livgs.”
Th my amazépent scare
ampng them stirred, the ayes of the
mdjority turning toward \Audersan.
Evidently there was'an undekstanding
hetween them; they intended b revolg
and had chosen him their leader. He
stood Just in front of the foretastie,

r turnin’ north for o suth

tephens?” he :mupd\
s not by, vote o (he

“What v
A hurry
hoarsely

v lumping big fizure in his heavy |

clothes, his coarse face and. ugly ’
owing beneath a far

|

Tuttle might

v leagues we want the
lady 1o give us her reckoning first.”

1 felt the hot blood leap to my\ face, |
and my teeth clenched as I, leaned |
er the rafl ing down at Aim,
ads,” 1 said, striving to master
myself. “I've put you exactly where
1 promised 1 would: I've shown you al}
that was here. You can seg for your-
selves what will happen if We hold on
any longer. The wind has swept
around; It is going to bring that whole
pack of ice down on us. We've got to
run for it, or be crushed. Now .what
I want to know i you with' me,’|
or with Bill Ander .

They held off mu;

'ring, yet castfug
glances over the rail.. Ander-
son stamped angrily on'the dock.

Oh. to hell with. yer fino” words,”
he said, grimly, “What it the wind
has changed a bit?  Can't we beat

off the floe unde
we did before? W
not a
1

steaty’ the same as
re sailor-men, and
aid of a rough se g

nned if 1 leave that g
here without hungin’ for it.

Words were clearly useloss, and 1
ripped back my heavy coat, dragging
off my gloves, all patience exbnusted.

“Come o, De Nova, I exclaimed,
“you've got sense enough to rewlize
what this means.” \

1 was over the'rall with a leap, front-
ing rhem on the deck. Almost to Wy
surprise the creole landed: beside mie,
and without a word we struck out at
the ‘heads in our front. It was a flerce’
mix-up for a minute, yet only a man or
two stood with Anderson, the sud-
denness of our assault'taking all the
fight out of most of them. I struck
fiig Billi twice squarely {n_the face,
driving him back against the staps
loading 1o the forecastle deck; ovar
these he fell sprawling, ‘his head
thumping the plank. The next instant
I had De Nova's antagonists'in the
sear, and together we laid them out
against the rall, and none too'géntly.
The mate’s smile had become ugly,
and he would have leaped Into the rest

M. Clerklie

Mr. Clerklie became bold.

“This is ridiculou
'l come here. at noontime every day,
4nd every day be s out. Where Is be,
anyway?" \

“We expect him back any minute,”

prietor. Mr. Clarklie nearly. made up |\
his mind to seek, another rextqurant.
He decided. however, to give them'a
chance, and on Saturday at lunsheon
d4gain asked for the owner of\the
place \

“He's gave out,” was the reply. \

#aid the girl. “He has' just sepped
out to get his luneh.”—Youtk's, Com-
panion. \
The First Postage Stamp. |
The postage stamp made its frst ap-
in 1839,  Its ixvention is due
of Dun:

crew, an’ we're the onés that's ‘got )
they say of it onthis voyage. We're for
keepin' along this line o latitude | f\
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