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HE MOST exciting and nerve racking
race the world bas ever seen,” declares
Robert E. Peary of the international
Gontest for the discovery of the south
pole, in which {he United States, Eng-
land, Germany, and perhaps Sweden are
to compete for honors. The Antarctic
reglons are thq last mystery spot on
the earth and the world-wide zeal in ity quest has
becomé a colossal sporting event without prece-
dent or parallel, not only involving the interes
of scierice, commerce and exploration, but also
placing at stake the fair fame of each competing
nation. |
Funds are being raised by influential and
wealthy patriots all over {he continent of Europe,
Great Britain and the Upited States. Scientific
organizations are making painstaking study of
the latest and most satipfactory apparatus and
equipments for polar expeditions. And the in
trepld leaders of the south pole hunt are recon-
noitering the ranks of the explorers for the choi
cest persannel the world can offer.
Commander Peary is fresh from nafling the
’l(nla and stripes to the ""big nail-of the north”

and from recelving the recognition of the leading
sclentific societies of ten nations as the discov-
erer of the north pole. |And he shares the hopes
of his proud countrymen that, having' won the
north pole “trophy” for the United States he
also will prove victor in the international Tace for
the south pole.

Commander Peary's ship Roosevelt will be
used for the United States south polar expedi-
tion, and the personnel of his recent north pole

g the bimself, will
take part in the pew expedition. ' Capt.” Bartlett,
the Newfoundlander wha accompanied Peary

half way to the pole. hag resigned bis present
post In order to be able to command the new ex-
-pedition.

A check for $10,000, raised by public subscrip-
tion and presented by Gos, Hughes of New York
o Commander Peary, has been deposited as the
joint. contribution of thq donors and himself
towards the United States Antarctic expedition,
“In order,” he said, “to enter the stars and stripes
for the splendid and manly international race to
the| south pole with our| British cousins, than
whom there are no finer fgemen in the world.”

England will be represented in the dash to the
Antarctic regions by Capt. Scott, of .the Britigh
navy. Capt. Scott salls next June, and after win-
tering In McMurdo ‘sound; will start in October,
1911, on his land journey towards the pole, which
he hopes to rqach by the ¢nd of December. The
American expedition, starting from its base in
Costaland, will do its utmost to make good the
sanie mont

Capt. Scott, who Jed, the Discovery expedition.
the best ‘expedition ever sent out, will receive a

Capt. Anthndsen, who long has been assocla-
ted with |north “peiar research, is spoken of in

rich citizéns have offered\to belp defray expenses
should their pation decide'to enter the contest.

The current. agitation over the south pole is
only the culmination of oyer a century of Inter-
est, begloning with the celabrated Capt. James
Cook, Lieu ilkes, of the United States navy,
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German, Swedish and French“ have  brought Dec. 5 —Started o ascend a glacier 40 miles
home a large amount of sclentific information.  wide and 120 miles IqBg. It was badly crevassed
Six of them—two English expeditions, led respec Dec. 6.—Glacier 49 badly crevassed occupled
tively by Scott and Shackleton, the Scotch under  entire day covering L“ yards.
Bruce's command, the Germans under Dryagalski. Dec. 18.—Reached] altitude of 6,000 feet on
the Swedes under Dr. Otto Nordenskjold. and the gy cior i
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continent man a day
In 1904 Bruce, of tha Scottish expedition, djs Jan. 4

covered Coats land far south of the Atl
whose coust he was able to follow for
and belleved to be another segment of Antarc
tica. . Scott in 1902 discoyered Edward VII land
which was joined by the great ice barrier of Ross
to South Victoria land
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the polar explorers 1o be a,part of the Antarctlc
continent. -
The south pole Is situited on an Antarcit

continent somewhat larger than ibe United States
and with' an area of 4.000,000 square miles. The
pole is on a tableland about 10,000 feet high. The
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glaciers of the Antarctic continenf wre of stupen-  9:00 a. m
dous size. The great ice barrier I8 a glacler 700  south, half\
miles wide and bundreds of miles broad in places.  face much

The presence of a volcana belching out steam
well within the circle of eternal ice is as much
of an anomaly as the presence of an extfuct vol
cano rovered with a snow cap at the equator
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