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WENTY years ago a visitor
to that part of the south be-
low North Carolina could see
lligators In almost every

stream and bayou, but now
one may frequently spend months trav-
eling through this region and not see
a single alligator, except those. in cap-
tivity. The killing of the creatures
for sport or for their hides has been
the main cause of thelr great decrease
in numbers: In addition, thousands
ot the young have been killed or
shipped away, while enormous num-
bers of the eggs have been gathered
and sold as curlos.

It was not until about 1855 that the
demand for alligator leather became
of importance. The market was not
long continued. In 1869 fashion again
called for the leather for manufactur;
ing into fancy slipgers, traveéling bags,
belts, cards cases, music rolls, etc.
The demand. bas continued to the
present, and many thousands of the
animals have been killed, while the
préparation of the skins has given
employment to hundreds of people.

‘The output of the tanneries of this
country -approximates 270,000 gkins
annually, worth about $425,000, part
of which comes from Mexico and Cen-
tral America. It Is estimated that
about 3,800,000. alligators were killed
in Florida alope between 1880 and
1909, nearly 20,000 belng killed In
1908,

The earliest seftlers in the southern
states found alligators, or,—ee- they
were then called, crocodiles, excee
fogly abundant in almost all streams,
especially in Florida and Louisiana.
Many . marvelous tales are found in
the early chronicles of the ravages of
these monsters. They were sald to
eat dogs and pigs, and to_consider the
negro an especlally succulent tidbit,
while it was. considered dangerous ta
80 Into the streanis where they were
known to exist. When such a stream
had to be crossed, hours were spent
sometimes in beating to frighten oft
the aligators.

The researches of scientists have
shown that there la very slight foun-

“dation for such stories, and it is prob-
able that the greater number of the
plgs lost by the planters could have

. been traced to other enemlies, particu-

! lafly the twofooted kind, while run-
away slaves would naturally encour-
age the balle( that alligators had
dingd off ¢

’

greater past of the supply pt
Alligator Ienher now comes from
Florida, and owlng to excessive hunt.
ing the industry is profitable only fn
the central part of the peninsula, in
what Is called the Lake Okegchobee
reghns and in the Evergiades. Here
the principal hunters are Seminqle
Indiaps, who have their homes on
hummocks far back in the Everglades
and come fb the settlements only
Wwhen In need of articles which they
cannot produce themszlves. »
The allfgator is most active at night,

and its ‘ are usually lp‘nt lying
on some low bank or log rhanging
the water, where it un njoy the

‘warmth of the sun and be able to re-
treat to its native element at the first
sigh of danger. While on land alli-

gators are very clumsy, in the water
they are exceedingly active, and being
strong swimmers are able to catch the
larger fish with but slight trouble. For
animals like the mufkrat and otter
swimming across lagoons they are al-
‘ways on the watcl

On seizing its prey alligator
dnll with it to the bot! “ﬂd f:cn

of the tongue prevents the water from
passing into its lungs. -

While the alligator is sajd to make
very effective use of its tall in war
fare the widely disseminated story
that it uses its tail to sweep. animals
off the banks Into Its jaws appears to
have but slight foundation in fact.

in April or May the mother alliga-
tor bullds a small mound with a hole
in the middle. The foundation of this
mound fs of mud and grass, and on
these she lays some eggs. She then
covers the eggs with another stratum
of grass and mud, upon which she de-
posits some more eggs. Thus she pro-
ccrds until she has lald from 25 to 60
The eggs are hatched out by
{ie sun:

As soon as they have chipped the
shell the baby alligators are led to
the water by the mother, who provides
them with food, which she disgorges.
Papa alligator has to be carefully
watched at this time, for he highly es-
teems a dinner-of young saurfans and
18 Dot particular whether they are his
awn or hig nelghbor's ehildren. When
by strategy or downtight fighting the.
mother has got her family safely into
thelr natural element it is not long
before the young scatter, each to be-
gin life on his own hook. At this
perlod they form a favorite food for
turtles and the larger fishes.

When fully -grown the alligator is
about 16 feet In lepgth. In the adult
stage It is greenish black above, hav-
ing lost the yellowish color bands
that belong to its earlier years. Hunt.
ers say that alligators grow very
slowly, attaining the firstyeer a length
of about one foot. When two feet in
length they are sald tobe from 10 to

are ‘supposed to 75 or more. Thelr
normal Iife is estimated at from 100
to 150 years.

Alligator hunting originally began
as sport. Then some ofe tanned the
skin and found that it could be put to
commercial use.  Carried on as it
must be, at night, the hunt {s plctur-
esque.

In many places the hunters fasten
bicycle lamps on their caps, andiwhen
the animal is attracted by the light
plck it off by hitting it in the eye with
a rifle ball. Torches are often used.
Sometimes the hunter lures the aHl-
gator to the surface of the water by
“telephoning to the ‘gator,” as it iz
called

An alligator is always attracted by
the peculiar grunt which. the young al-
ligators make, for there s no sort of
food they love better than thé newly
hatched ‘gator. The hunter takes a
long, slender pole and lets one end
of it down very quietly on to the wa
ter. The other end he places between
his teeth and li:mitates the grunt of
the baby 'gators. The old fellows eas-
ily hear the call and come to feast on
the bables they think are there.

Alligators three feet and more in
length are gemeraliy_killed at once
and the hide remove@: All of the hide
except the ridge of the back, which ia
very bony, is used.” The hide is salted
and is then condition for sale to the
buyers, who are usuaily storekeepers,
who furnish provisions and ammuni-
tion in exchange.

Thehides range In valur tothe hunt-
o fram 20 cents {or a three-foot hide

to $1.25 for a hidé seven feet or moré
in length. The five and six foot hides
are the most desirable, as-the larger
des have a hard plece of bone in the
juare checks on the hide, and it is
impossible to sew through this. Near-
Iy all nl the tanning is done at New-
ark, N

lﬂl‘tkorl are offen brought
In, ud they are ‘worth about eight
cents aplece.

.

. _Future of Calcium.’

It has been poluted out.that, al
though calcium s the metal next to
iron in natural abundance, chemists
and metallurgists are only just bégin-
tQ appreciate its possibilities.
ore costs bul & few cents a ton

. since It occurs in inex-
hn-ubln qlllnl.lly. as
carbonate in limestone,

system.

15 years old, while those 12 feet lopg’

uation
ely $4,000000, will pay  $4377-
24 in taxes, u compared with 33/
793,136.42 'wo hundred
and lwcnlyfm telephone and tele.
Thih eipasie. with ¥ vaJuation of
$20,948,375, will pay & tax of $493.
072.30, as compared with $148.295.04
pald last year under the specific tax
t
The 66 car lodnink vompln!ei. ‘rllh
an increased - valuation of $200,
will\pay $23,386.70,.as compared wlth
$17,527.13. The. seven express:com-
uulel thelr valuation increased $70.
000, will pay $26,606.96, us compared
with $21,31898. The rate of taxation
this year s $20.67 as comipared with
$18.08 last year.

WIRELETS.

1t Is reported that the long dispute
tin"the house committeé on naval af-
falrs has virtually ended with the
understanding that -Secretary Meyers
shall be given a year (o test this re:
organization. plan.

A memorial to the sons of Harvard
who fought and died In the cause of
the confederacy 1s proposed ag a’solu-
tion of the controversy which has
been raging among the undergraduates
over the question of allowing the
names of the confederate dead to be
-placed in Memorial hall at Cambridge,

Nase.

B. R. Ricketts, aged 77, and W. P.
Price, aged 67, veterans of the civil
war, were burled side by side in Na-
tional. cemetery, at.Knoxville, Tenn.
They enlisted on the same day, in the
same regiment, the Fifth Tennessee,
were lscharged together on the same
day, died on the same day and. were
buried together.

Whether the Hawallan islands shall
be “dry” will be left to the Hawallan
people themselves and will not be de-
termined by congress. This action
was determined by the senate commit-
tee on Pacific islands and Porto Rico,
when 1t adopted a report providing
that the question shall be submitted
to a special election.

The new 16-nch coast defense gun
| at Safdy Hook, said to be the largest
piece of its kind in the world,
just had its first t
tion dverlooking harbor.
As usual, the strictest secrecy was
maintained, but the concussion fol-
lowing the. discharge of the gun was
vlainly felt at Atlantic Highlands, six
miles away.

valued at upwards of a quarter of a
million is left to charity by Re
1M, Healy, of St. John's Roman Cath-
olic church, who died last week at
Gloucester, Mass.
clude ome of $50,600, which is left as
'a permanent fund,
used to succor the poor of Gloucester,
both Protestant and Catholic

Before adjourning, at Atlantic City
N.J, the American Canners’ assock
| tion adopted & resolution whereby each

its food products. | More than a quar-
ter of a million dolars will be raised
annually by thls method
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Nth avénde, New ?erk Bas be
uch a pai und for strong
rm womes .nd plcwkeu that the
th Avenue association, which\ was

fzed to promate the beauty of
lho avenue, resolutions
calling for "potter poljce  protection

and more lights. /
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packer of the association| agrees 10 |

pay one cent a-case on all goods
packed, the money to be used to ad-
vertise in newspapers all over the |
country, the guaranteed purity of all

FRINQ” .TIANIR GEN. CMAN&Y
SINKS; ONLY ONE PER- \
SON SAVED.

SOLE SURVIVOR RAVING MAD AS
RESULT OF EXPERIENCE;

time. Shake the bottle well each time."
But be sure to get nnly the genuing
Pine. ch half ounce)

THREE BE-
LIEVED DEAD.

Taft Will Be Guest of Honor at New
York Reception to Réceive Roose-
velt—16,000,000 | Pounds of
Butter Stored.

Driven helplessly from its course,
in one of the wildest storms that has
swept the Mediterranean sea in forty
years, theFrench trass-Atlantic Steam-
ship "Co.’s steamer, General Chanzy.
crashed at full speed, in the dead of
aight, on the treacherous reefs near
the Island of Minorca, and all but one
of the 157 persons on board perished.

The sole survivor is an Algerian cus-
toms officer, Marcel Redel, who was
rescued by a fishing boat and who
lies in the hospital at Ciudadela rav-
ing ag a result of the tortures through
which he passed and unable to give
an account of the disaster.

In the ship's company there were §7
passengers, of whom thirty were in
the first cabin. The crew numbered
70,

The passengers of the Chanzy were
mostly French officers and officials re-
turning to their post in Algeria, ac-
companied by ‘their wives ard chil-
dren; a few soldiers, some Italians
and Turks and one briest.

It Is believed that three American
vaudeville. players, hailing from San
Francisco, were on board the st
Thelr names are Elsie Hen
Messrs. Drenda and Delvmm

Eggs Being Imported Into UaS.

For the first time In five years the
product of the pauper hen of Europe
is being imported into. the United
States in competition with the results
of home industry. | The eggs are
shipped by brokérs in Hull, England,
but are gathered origifally from Aus-
tria, France and Germang,,

All the forelgn eggs ‘are coated on
the outside of the shell with a secret
compound of parafine to preserve

Practically the whole of an estate |

The bequests in- |

the interest to be |

|
|

per_hour for automobile service dur-
| ing the year, in mccordance with a
contract by Congroller Gosselin, with
an automobile/ company.  He  esti-
mates that $10,000 will Le t by

3 -white, |

/ Friday,

them
them by this comting.

The duty on foreign eggs Is 5 cents
shipping

a dozen and the

about 4 cents a dozen. Deale
that European markets are fla
and the low prices there enable the |
shippers to make a good profit on |
their importations

Millions for Their Navy.

The new naval college o be
in conndetion with the
ernment’s navy will be
Halifax, as the Atlantic station of the
two new Dristol cruis
stroyers and the (rulm
Niobe 18 1o be purch
2000000, Eiaiitax wil' lu
quarters

The annual estimated cost of the
Halifax station will be about $3.000,
000. The pay of officers and mey for
the boats will total nearly $1,000,000.

a cost of
the nava}

Nina's Crew Given Up for Lost.

All the government vessels sent
from the Brcoklyn navy vard to
search for the missing tug Kina have
returned to port

Under orders from Waghington the
hunt for the Nina in t s be
tween Cape May and Blgek Island has
been abandoned

_TELEGRAPHIC BRIEFS.

The city of Chicago will p

the city in th¢ hire of motor cars duf-
ing the year./

Finance Minister Flelding announced
in the houe that Canada will not be
included when Great Britain is placed
on the preference list by the United
States. /Canada will be dealt with
separatgly, he said, and he expressed
the hove that reduced tariff rates
would/ be obtained

Howard Liule, who murdered Mrs
Bei ustis, her son-in-law, Geo
MeAdows, and his wife and three chil
drén\in their home near Hurley, Bu-
chanan county, Virginia, last Septem-
yer, wys put to death by el

Huyers can readfly distinguish,

o |/ “And then it rained for 40 days and |
{40 nights.

Any, druggist bas it on hand ‘or will
quickly get it from' the wholesale\
house)

impure\ and cause nausea.

The Wanderful Y. M. C. A.

In the st ten, years no Other reé-
liglous organization has received so
much money as the Y. M. C. A\ Mil-
lions have raised for new build-

ergy in pughing its work—In the clllég
and through the railroad, army and\
navy branches—and its fine policy, in
following the armits in all recent
wars, have created fok it a world-wide
enthusiasm. At the last banquet of\
the international comnijttee, Senator
oot affirmed that theX had ipade
their way by working nl’l\vmcn more
than by talking to ‘them, _saying:
“Come with us,” mot “Go \do thaty"
By their appeal to all classes\of Chris,
tians, as well as to non-Chiistians,
they have kept out of doctrinal theol-
ogy, and by thelr activity in good
they bave escaped cant in \relikion.)
All interested in saving our boys kn¢/
young men rejoice in their world-wige
success.—Leslie's Weekly. \
A Gift to Bryn Mawr.

Miss Cynthia M. Wesson 6f Spring
fleld, Mass., has given $7,000 o Bryp
Mawr college. Miss Wesson, who was
graduated from Bryn Mawr/in 1909,
was prominent in the athlgtic affairs |\
of the institution, and her gift is to

the swimming pocl. Ml undergrad-
uates are required to quelify as swim-
mers, as the exerciso Is, one of the
most popular of the ‘college sports.
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Catarrth Cure W taken Interally and acts)\
upon the biood and mucous surfaces of he
Sl o7 i e

alais, 1
ENEY & €O, Toledo, O,

Sold by a1l hvuuhh
Take Nalls Fas

s fot constipation.

Doubtful.
A teacher was telling a class at
school on a recent Sunday about the
deluge, remarking

“Were the

| Then a little boy aske
miss?

farmers satisfied then,
| bits.
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| Important to Mothers.

| Examine carefully every \bottle of
CASTORIA, asafe and sure remedy for
Infants and children, and see\that it

| Bears the

| signature of

| In Use For Over 30 Years.

| The Kind You Have Always Bought
Impaired Dignity.

“Why {s a man never a hero ta his
valet?”

“Probably because his valet sees
him fn the slippers, smoking eap and
lounging jacket that he got for Christy
| mas.”—Washington Star.

$$338 IN LIQUOR represent waste;
stop drinking and you will profit. The
Drink-Habit Is now easlly overcome
with the Acme home treatment. En-
dorsed by physiclans. \V rite E. Fortin, |\
Dickey Bldg., Chicago, l1L. for free trial.

No matter what his rank or poemun

ks s t]
richest and the anplm\t of the cHi
| drew, of men.—Langford.

| Great Home Eye Remed
for all dinense

‘ from usin,
druggists or Howard Bros., Buffalo,

It is easier for men to sel on finan-
clally than it is for women to get off a
car forward.

tion in the penitentiary here at dawn
without unusual incident.

According to Charles D. Hilles, as-
sistant secretary of the treasury, the
$1,250,000 appropgdated by congress for
a mew west side postoffice at Chicago,
is not sufficient, and when he returns
to Washingtom he will confer with
the committee on public buildings and
lande and endewvor to get an im
creased appropriation.

Belleving that the air Is free, the
multitude of amateur wireless tele-
graph operators in New England have
organized the New England Wireless
society and have sent a protest to
Washington against the bill intro-

ONLY 0 P BROMO QUININE -
That is LAXATIVE B

e wgmatune af KW

el Eidia

And a lot of good resolutions' are
mapufactured the morning after.
m

HAVE
[y :m.a -lnnd ek
Tty i, dealers. Py

prices e, "\

Too many eyeppeners are apt to
make a man see double.'

Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Syrap.
Forchildren teething. sofiens the gums, reduces 1n-
Hammation.aliays res wind colte. S b,

Anything is wrong that }s¢ almost
right.

duced Into congress by \C:
Roberts, of Massachusetty, providing
for legislation to mmrol \he use of
wireless apparat

Anotber wreck n ses s been
written fo the rccord of \marine
casualties frofn this winter's siorms
by the sinking of the schooner\J. S.
Hoskins, which was abandoned at sea
on February 8, while bound from
Baltimore for Wilmington, N. C. Capt.
Griffiss and six sailors were taken off
the Hoskins by the steamer Rhin
which came into port from Trinida.

A resolution calling for an amend.
ment to the eonstitution for
wide probibition was killed in the
committee on constitutional smend-
ments of the Massachusetts house of
representatives.
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