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HOUSANDS. of travelers
hopefully seek Venice year-
ly, thelr imaginations long
fed by the palnters and po-
ets who have pictured the
beautiful city in hues and
terms which, though it may
be true to thefr own highly
cultivated senses, tend to
bring no little - disappoint-
ment to the ordinary be-
holder. For Venice, but too
often, proves to the latter
not quite the fairy Venice
of his visioning, his chief dis-
appolntment being, perhaps,
its lack of those glowing
colors which he has been
led by books and plecture
gallerfes to oxpect, And nowadays this falling
short of his Ideal i3 Increased by tho vulgarizing
effect of the penny, steamboat—the vaporetto,
with which the Venetians seem so contented—
‘that sets his. gondola \rocking as it passes, and
stirs up (bat In the slecping canal waters which
had better- been let lie} to say nothing of the
motor-boat, which Is threatening to do for the
gondola what the “taxi” s doing for our hansoms
at heme. \

If such a traveler be leaving Venico with a
sense of disappointment, let, him by no means
depart till he has' visited the fisher island of Bu-
rano; for, if ha but choose his day and hour well,
he will assuredly take home Wwith him a satisfy-
ing picture of one spot at leaxt, glowing with
color and teeming with a picturksque life, that
has outrun his most hopeful {maginings.

There can be few more pleasant experiences
on a fine, warm afternoon in spring qr autumn—
in early May or mid-September for choice—than
to take a gondola, with two good rowers, and win
| one's first sight of Burano. \

A gondola {t must be, not the vaporeltto, that
one may arrive alone or with a well-chosén com-
panion, and not-as one amongst a crowd of chat-
tering, sightseelng snapshotters. \
way to Burano takes one’through ahout
stx miles of lai landscape to the eastward\ol
Venice. The faland is situated about five miles
northeast of Venice, in northern ltaly. The chie(
{industries of the people are market gardening,
building of boats and fishing; the women are em
\ployed princlpally in lace-making. The fsland of
Torcelle also belongs to Burano. It fs located on
an adjacent isle and the principal attractions that
would interest travelers are the two museums of
antiquities and the cathedral, which was bullt in
the seventh centiry and was rebuilt. during the
This cathedral contains many valu-
able mosalcs.

- It is a, populous little place, with a busy com-
munity of fisherfolk and lace-makers. [n the
struggle for existence it has fared better than its
clder and once more prosperous neighbors, Maz-
zorbo and Topcello; the former it bas, in fact,
annexcd by means of a lonk, arching, wooden
. bri¢ge, which, seen from the [low seat of a gon-
dola, looks like that on a wil)dw-pattern plate.

Approaching the island, one may fud one's
gondola passing or passed by Inercasing nubers
of fishing boats racing each other home twuBu-
Yano; finely bronzed, statuesque men stand bend-
ing lustl
sbowing many a fine play and 3
‘The salls of these boats are of delightful colar-
ing—saftron and slenna, orange, red and burnt
umber—#md are often emblazoned with fantastic
designs, or with stars, flowers or portraits of
saints.

Then the island, with its leaning campaatle,
appears before ove, its many-tinted walls basking
in the late sunlight. Approdching it on its west-
‘ward side one glides the opening of a canal
that intersects the lsland,

i

ory of any lover of movement and cok The
quuy. sides are lined with fishing boats, newly
home, many with thelr gorgeous salls still sway-

ing idly and glowing iu the level rays of the late

o). -

the bodices. Shcals of brown children laugh and
dance about the shining beaps, thrusting out.
here and there, little bare feet to touch and make
leap some strangely shaped, brilliantly hued fish.
All is swift movement, glowing colors and vi-
vaclous sound, the whole picture backed by the
cottage walls, which themselves display many a
soft, weather-stained tint, for the Buranelll are
fond of washes of pink, light green and primrose
color,
\ There I first met old Pletro, with his crisp.
‘white curls, ruddy bronze. and merry laugh, de-
spite his ninety years and many seasons of toll
in\the boats, still cheerfully making bis daily cast
of yets. Old Nonna, his wife, was herself only a
few\years younger, but. possessing a head of
thick), wavy white hair, of which any woman
twent) years her junior might have been proud.
Always\busy was she, mending, cooking, clean-
ing, and\always, it seemed, happy, with a smiling
word for \¢very passer-by.
There, \too,” dwelt little Adelle, their grand-
daughter, ay incarnation of youthful lovellness
and delight xnlma Merry, graclous, tender-heart-
ed Adelie, wita your great brown eyes, tossing
curls, and flash of téoth, with your dancing feet
and quick, helpful habds, how many pictures and
memories you gave us, little one! 1 recall how
when first we| landed from our gondola, and the
bandit horde of village children came fiylng down
the shore, leaving their games to crawd around us,
with their crieg ot “Sldl, soldi, signore! " you, like
_a proud little| princess, remained behind, by the
\ruined wall, tying your\bunch of rosy flowers.

\ Yet once jou 14 begy It was when you took
us 10 see that poor, wastéd Wttle friend of yours,
cottage dogr, bending so frailly
over ber pllipw lace; then\you took her small,
thin hand an{l drew it towaxd me, whispering a
shy “Sold)’ 14 my ear, and X felt proud of my
little friend @nd her way of begging.

And again'(_see you, with your young rogue of
a brother, Beppe, putting out in the small, Nght
gondola—sandola, did you call it?—gne May even-
tng at moonrise, to- take the same \ittle friend’s
bunch of pink Judadblossom across\ the lagoon
and:lay it before the shrine of the erman’s
Madonna, that stood up ‘olitary out of\the shad-
owy waters, there to offer\up your simple prayer
for her recovd G \ \

The Burandelli are an ependent spirited,
hardy, strongly marked race, but their dialect is
one of a carpssing softness; slurring and ‘balf-
singing thelr \words, they dwell da the vowel
sounds Ull the congouants well-nigh digappear, and
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each sentence ends In a sort of crooning diminu- |
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endo.

One 1s loath to leave the little island and row
But the lagoon Is quicting down
to a pearly gray in the evening light, though still |
flushed to westward
touches also the far-away peaks of the Euganean |
Presently the moon. rises behind Murano, |
and ere long a welcoming path of reflected lamp- |
lights shines on the water, from Riva and Piazet
ta, and soon Danlelll’s landing stage recelves one |
But that first glimpse of the brilliant, viv-
1d scene In the fisherman’s canal at Burano, of
~the healtby, handsome old faces and the laughing

home at last.

hills

again.

young oues, will
many a day.

And Adelle herself may
only two years older, and still, one may hope. |
wreathing her flower
tend, working busily at her lace, and af-
fording, in her gracious belng, recompense
many a disillusionment of travel.
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