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There are some travelers' tales that have been
told s0 oftén by “gay cats” and by tramps that
they have become tradition—almost classics . of
their kind. One fs the story of a man now known
as “Portland Shorty." He was a “gay cat” riding
the trucks on a.fast passenger train in the west
some years ago, There was a bad wreck during
the night and many were killed. “Shorty,” cov-
ered with dirt ynd tblood, and really very seriously
hurt, finally succeeded in extricating himself from
the fwreck and crawled out. By that time it was
daylight and the rellef train with its surgeons had
arrived, “Shorty” was a man of edrcation and
intelligence Groaning with pain which was not
stimulated he let the compapy surgeon and claim
agemt bend over him. “He'll be matmed for Mfe
1€e lives. Better settle with him as well as you
can” he heard the surgeon whisper to the claim
agent. “Shorty” signed a walver of damages in-
side of ten minutes and got $3,600 in cash.  He
was taken to the company’s hospital, cared for
and cured. Strangely enough be kept his mopey.

keeps soul and body together by. washing dishes
or acting as waliter in the cbeap restaurants; by
dolng odd, Jobs, such as carrying signs and snow
shoveling; by addressing envelopes—if he can
write’ well enough—and by doing Other such hope-
less work. ‘ Then, too, there are the missions and
plckings and stealings now and then when there
is not 100 much risk of arrest
“ Aportien of the “gay cats’’ are dish washers in
the cheap testaurants; They work from 15 to 18
hours a day for an average wage of three dollars a
week and food and lodging. Their surroundings
are very bad. Thelr feet are almost cong
wet with water heavily ebarged with whs
soda that «1;‘ used to cleanse the gre dishe.
and the air is as foul as can be Imagined] The
poor “giy pat” misnomer—devitalized by heredi
tary ills and dissipation, soon gets to the end of
his moral tether. Of all the legitimate work there
is, dishwashing in a cheap restaurant is the low
est. There is nc depth beyond Ii, and the only
sequence ia the city hospital, the almshouse, the
morgue and the potter's fleld.

Other less Industrious “gay cats
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