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CURACAO, FORTI OF WILLEIMSTAD

|THE HARBOR, WILLENMSTAD -+ = -

its barbor-lake these bloody sea-rovers salled with
rich cargoes captured from the ill-fated merchant-
men that had faflen into their hands and the

#tores of gold and goods from plundered cities .
s

ce was safe from all
uers and there the pirates divided their spolls
4nd refitted for new raids. “But in all the chron
icles of the buccaneers there s little mention. of
Curacao, and no record of its ever having been
attacked by them. From 1634, when tih Holland-
¢rs apparently found it without, an oWwner, the
fsland was a Dutch possession. Thrifty merchants
settled there, and it requires no strefch of the
imagination to suppose that their ImmAnity from
raids was due to thé excellent facilities *hey af
iurdea the pirates for disposing of loot. The cities
? the, mainland and of a dozen-islands of the

(Caribbean were repeatedly ravaged and burned

and the inhabitants subjected to torture and mas-

sacre. But Curacao was unmolested, save for two
fueffectual expeditions for its capture organized by

the Spanish during European wars. .

| And the Curacao of today? Well, it hasn't

¢hanged greatly, save to accommodate itself to

|atter-day conditions. Rich cargoes still.are un-
loaded at its whagves, but they are sent there in
* hleamers by the merchants of Eqrope and Ameri-

a,  Sober, peaceftl Dutch Jews take the mer-
handfse in hand, and a little later much of it s
oaded 18to, sloops and schooners which sail away
or the mainland of Latin-America. Still later
his same merchandise appears for sale on the
kounters of merchants in the citles of Colombla,
Venezuela and Central America, at prices that
preclude the supposition that it has passed through
he custom houses and pald the heavy import du-
fes that are imposed in' those countries.”

In a word, Curacao has become the headquar-
@ for the smugglers of the Caribbean. kittle
I8 beard of this, for silence best serves the pur-
poses of most of those concerned, A hint at the
ruth is ymet with the indignant denial 6f the
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nocently asked the
resentative of a
manutacturing house of
St Louis. whom 1 met
- on shipboard

“No, indeed.”
plied, | with a
“What's the use?
import dues are (0o
high. 4 go to Willeni-.
stad and there sell all
my gaods for the Veue
zuelan market

Twa ,other comher
clal travelers who. sat
by ldughed and-winked
and said nothing—and
all three left the steamer at Willemstad

Casiro, who, while president of Venezuela, often
tried, in the wrong way, to do the right thing for
his country, attempted to break up this vast
smuggling ‘conspiracy. But hig efforts resulted
only In precipitating a bitter quarrel with Hol-,
land that barely missed becoming a real war, and
in hastening his own downfall, His successor
backed down as gracefully as possible, and much
of Venezuela's imports are still being trans
shipped at W{llemstad.

One other industry has Curacao that is of espe-
clal moment to her veighbors of the mainlana
That Is the manufatture of revolutions.® The
fsland is a favorite réfuge for deposed president
cated revolutionists and othet refugees. Th
nlay always be found in the clemn little cafes of
the capital, concocting plots to regain lost power
and awaiting the “psyehologichl moment” for,
starting a new rising of the paople against the
“tyrants.” These “patriots” are always ready to
talk volubly of their hopes and plans, and so Wil
lemstad has become the great distributing point
for sensational and unreliable news concerning
our volatile sister republics.

Curacao really is the top of an almost sub
merged yolcano, like many other islands of the
West Indies, and lles almost within sight of .the
coast of Venesuela. For many months at.a
stretch nét a drop of rain falls there, and the
whole island l1apks like a ‘big baré brown and gray
rock. Then comies a wei-week, and grass and
shrubbery spring up as by magic and clothe hill
and valley in a,mantle of green. But it is only
grass and shrubbery, for there is Dot a tree.on
the {sland| more than ten feet in belght. The an

. clent crater bas become a large, beautiful lake of

irregular gutline. knowp as the Schottegat. This
connects With the sea by the “stream,” which
flows thraugh a break in the crater's rim. The
stream s Willematad's harbor, but the larger
steamers have to g0 ifito the Schottegat to' turn
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should have a real canal, and the
Visitor soon finds one. and finds, 100
that he must pay a°small toll for the
privilege of walking over its high
arched, hyndred foot bridge. Tied up
in this waterway. he will discover all
Kinds of queer. highly d craft
that are used in (he island trafc. If
he su'l wish to cross the bridge.
he_may patronize the tramway. which

Syting from the stream. runs all the

ay aronnd the end of the canal and
‘eum again

velous is the equipment of this tramway. It

sne small bobtail car with seating ca

out six persons and no straps. and

jocted little donkey. When the car

eaches the end of its tun the motive power stands

o three legs and goes to sleep. The car cannot

start back until he Wakes up. and Willemstad's

serpetual traction problem is “How long will the
lonkey sleep (his time?” 1t would be a mo
annoving problem if apyone cared, but no one

Whom time is an object ever uses the tramcar

any way
Dutch architeeture, ﬁ..;;}:-u;.’.‘ modified to sult
repical conditions, prevalls in Willemstad. | The

jusiness_ bulldings are large and not unattractive.
he public structures are decidedly picturesque, and
many of the residences are very handsome. The
merchants as a rule are wealthy and, as bas been

ntimated. are not lacking in enterprise. It is only

air to say that many of them confine thelr activi- |
les to business that s above suspicion. The port |
s an important transhipping point for trade In

he Caribbean. Its business men are wondering |
ust how the opening of the Panama canal will af

ect their prosperity :

Though Curacao is a Dutch colony, and has been |
or centuries, the visitor will find few Dutchmen |
here: the population is almost wholly negro and
he merchants nearly all Jews. As for language.
ou miy have your choice. Address the almost
naked lad sitting on the dock ready to dive for
pennies, in Dutch, Spanfsh, English or French, and
will ly in' kind--with a request for money
ak o *him in “papaimiento” and he will take
to his brown bosom. Papaimiento—literally |
the talk we talk”—+1s the ordinary language of the

ommon people anfl is a curious compound of the

ies named, together with African and |

he |
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everal tongy

ndian. It is like 41l and yet strangely unlike any
{ them .
The tourist landipg on Curacao for the first time

«cts 19 be confronted at every turn by
e island has given |

aturally exp
bottles of the liqueur to which the
ts name, but he is disappointed. It is there, of |
bourse, and for sale, but it is not obtruded on the |
passerby ., The small bitter orange from which 1t
pwn on the Island, but. the liqueur 1s
d there and uever has been. It s
arope.  Gold flmree work, hampe:
nlald caskets are offered tourists. |
" Altogether, though the ordinary sights of Cu-|
acao may be exhausted i a day. it is well worth |
longer visit by the lelsurely traveler, and he will|
nd the Inhabitants most hospitable. With fts riot |
f colbr, its far overreaching eaves, its long|
rought fron sign-posts, its quaint forts and|
fboked streety, its waterways and boats and gayly |
lad. people, Willemstad should be a paradise for|

shrewd folk of Willemstad. But the fact Is well areund. . On both sides of the stream is built the
known to all whz[a are famillar with trade in the  quaint city, which looks as if it had been brought  pa!nters
- Hegran bodily frqm the Zuyder Zee. Its twp parts are The, “pirates” who Infest Curacao Bowadays
“Do you g0 to Caracas on your rounds?" I fa- joined by a long pontoon tol-bridge at one end of  froy daly on governments
7
GAVE UP PRIZE APPLES‘ the three remalning applgs.- Blythe's | bad been set aside for the momsnt,
v . sense of chivalry made Am e mnlyilo be later packed and sent to/ the
¥ - - : with the request and he Wrapppd up | COmmittee on awards at the agricul
This le a Story of Really Remarkable | luscious lookiilg apples standing in a | the three rubychieeked piize apples, tural exhibition. muuvhm boped tc
{ Self-Sacrifice. row on the office window sill, their | Put them In a box and them | §¥t & prize for them, but he was toc
> e . | rosy cheeks polished till they gleaméd | 0 the messenger boy withofit the least | magnanimous and gallant (o deay
‘This is & ttory of ix prize apples, | ke rubles. They tempted Davis, and of regret at | them 0 8 triend, ..‘4 50, Dayls-ate all
Samuel G. Blythe, r, writer and | he prom ate one. ~Then he ate dn-| that for’ which he had Worked and | !X of the prize apples.
rly president the Gridiron | other while talking ta Blythe. Then | Planned for months. — —
! and of Robert H. Davis, editor, | he put the third In his pocket for re-| The apples were the lgrgest of a Embarrassing.
‘).......w e Navemh Soew, 3 {revkment ov. the. way Joms: specially fine variety. and| had| been | ilke (as some one kaocks)—"Sure
.5 in Washington, when Davis | About an hour later Blythe received | carefully cyitivated by Bljthe du his [ i O don't answer, u’s some wan ¢
palied ugon: Blythe in-Na ofos a note from Davis by messenger, with | farm In the northesn part dif the state. | give e a job, an’ 15Ol do, ut's the
| There were six large, perfect and [a request to please gl They had mrrived that mpralng lan‘lord -afther the rjfit."—'.i%a.
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The following is & partial list of Farms, City and
_we have for sale. As eur list Is constantly|
write us If they do met ses what they want lo this.
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Exchange Bank, Birmingham
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tare; new land, well
top soll; eurner of the
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House and lot in Campbell's
1ot 80x110, fine hed,

st |

Subdiviston:
and side, cellar,

Eight acres of land ir Newaygo county.
san lsted TA No. T sandy sl ne balingn
Serea cak timber: price sera. Woa'd
trrihing o inveatinie, Wo

te.

and you k
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Birmingham —one of the |
homes n the village, Build! |
80, t0 bulld (house

Vice §3.000; terma easy. Half mile eart fron
b charch dnd wiores. Take you o see it s
ima. ‘

Lots 33 and M. Busll’s Addition Birm!
Price $400 for both leta. Terma, §25 eash;
-
2
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farm in loia county, Town 1
xchange for small farm .'4 |
Toperiy w darcribed s w ot as Wl |
"7 |

House and lot. east side Woodward Avenue;
exchange for sther property. lot 106x97; house
rooms; small barn.
$1.000; buildings are insured for $600. \

House and lot, west side of Ann Strest:
frame cottage, cement-biock foundation, §
and cellar. one block from Woodward A
1150 terme easy.

2n

orty fest front oo Southfeld A
deep: 2 bulldings, 6-room
Bouse, garden, f

et v 274
FL500. and if that is too high after have shows
M"m-—_“-ﬂlbgﬂ—!-- Nics littie country place for some one of
Ao owner and yeu can make your sws terma | mesns.  House, barn. and all neckssary oo
Lea ings with two acses of good land: buildings
222 sored for §725; cistern, good location, T%
from Clawson oa the Flint eiestrie line;
on the east torms
o« distiaet hadd
St s e ‘o
J Fine new house t
TR T I | e ot 1, g st |
e meth sach. Forty dollars por' year will pay | 7o tde of Woodward Avence |
i taxes and inewranss. Geod barn on the 207000, i and cold” soft water
o0, aad $ho lot © 1 ess fount op the bast furnace, bath. toilet, water closet. grapes
e and 15 foot deaps ream fov e and appies in abundance: one miK
can lfve ln one apatiment sad have o | Frchy Snd ppies In grens sbundaccs: one
o ponder Comorond 1o 2 o 7 Sotpus o : “
=% s halp you ooohiatin.
Always ot yous servies. 1f you cas’t call. wribe. 276
227 Furm of 100 acres, west of Birmiogham: exee} |
H‘Lrwh—l-.um
—”*‘ﬂ--—*n ‘orchard. acres timber: one of the finest farmy
Aveven o the Postise dericts %3 o ~
i oo it auy dag. |
- v 99 rads dewp, with sice 3 |
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Lots 23 and 24, Buell's Addition: one of
locations in the whole plat:
and you can get them by
balance on tract wil
284

Houss. barn. and 14 acres of excellent
with plenty of ruit: 8-room house, good barn w
ceme : fine location on wes!

¢ side of Woorde
wood draizage;

Cultivate’ Appreciation.
best way to get out of the bad

of appre
temperaments are so v

First Rotary Convertel
first rotary converter
Electric

General

machin

ect rallway service

Thrift Without Ambiti
thrifty Scotsman,
ideal, spends a laborion
two pounds
and the really thrift
gets a bigger ideal
is hea

Life

Unfairness.

would be n

a
aried we

ftentimes have to differ with our
hors, but let"us do It with a good

r.
in Amer

ds well as the largest, was bullt
Company.
s are used to change
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Lord Rose-

us life in
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han that

—Sunday Review.

alsehood always defeated itself
temptation to-le,
he fact is thaf falsehood often

ieh where truth starves, lives

Books by the Mil
miles
British museum, a
ded at the rate of

A Benighted Court.

Embarrassing.

endor while honesty'ls in rags.

of books
volumes
ut 50,000

fouthern court rules that a mule
rights, In face of abundant tes-
|y that that mule has both rights
pfts.—Omaba Hee.

e (as some one knocks)—“Sure

don’t answer, ut's some wan t'
give me a job, an’ if Of do, ut's the

"L

jd_Uncle Silas:

e

There aln’t only one bigger .fool

than an old fool, an’ that's a young *

fo0l.—~Los Angeles Express.

In London there are about
charitiew, dispensing $50,000,000
| nually.

Fish.Convey Germs.

Charities,

Experiments made in Germapy prove
that- the germs of ¢holers or typhoid

m

andanger not only those who live

below|stream, but also those above the
polluted point, as fish carry the germs*

cupstres

To e a strong band in the dar!

| more with one
, prenend —Unit,

am.

The Real Glory of Lif

Everybody Happ,

ton Herald.

Faults of Great Men.

appreciably enlarge the pie

3(.4 men 100 often have greater
taylts than little men can afford roors
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e six colored. persons
the British empire..
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Colcred Subjests of Britisf King:
possessions

to every

The man who would ratfer be right
| than be president gene bas .his
| prefergnce.  gratified. -+ Philadelphis
Record.

© thap he can com-
Presbyteriap. S




