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In many circles throughout the coun- |
try there Is In progress a serious dis-
cussion as to the advisability of curb-
ing the Immigration This nat-
urally has led up to the question of the
Immigrant, his value or his menace,
and his pasition in the social machin
The New York Herald has Invited
opinions on ‘the subject, and presents
the views of three men who may reason
ably be said to have studied the
situation. We reproduce them below:

By Sidney A. Reeve.
Former Professor of Steam and Hyd
lic Engineering at cester Polytech-
‘nlc Institute and Lecturer at Harvard,
Current conversation and the peri.
odical press are full of condemnation
of

rau-
ch.

somewhere between the theories of
the pessimists and the facts, and a big
one, too.

What are the facts?

Question of Criminality.
As to criminality, we can find none
supporting the theory that in general
immigration 1s of a criminal sort.
Here and there may be found minor
facts and figures on that side, It is
true. The southern Itallans, without
question, are unusually flliterate and
addicted to the settlenient of differ-
ences by stiletto. We even Identify
thé Itallans roughly with the Black
Hand system of blackmail. The south
Italians are but a small fractlon of all
the class of crimes to

4

ot our lax
All the evils to which our country fs
helr are explained by the “undesirable
horde” of aliens which Is pressing lnto
the land with ever increasing volume,
The steady Increase In criminality
which has now become unquestioned
1s attributed to this “overflow™ of the
undesirables from the older countries,
and these countries are accused of col-
lusion with the steamship companies
toward ‘a. promotion of the volume- of
‘migration. That portion of our citi-

market {s fn chronic rebellion agafnst
this influx of cheap labor, defiined to
competp upon an un-American basis
with American Jabor. Those of us

v:}_ are Interested In purity of poli-

tics see In the Inflowing torrent a cur-
. xent supply of corruptibles upon
Whose votes poiitical machines ‘may
be reared and-supported.

Upon every side arises thfs denun-
clatiorr of immigration. Nof Is it a re-
<cent phenomenon. Look up the litera.
tare of Immigration, and you will find
the decade of 1840-1850 supplylng its
falr quota of “kicks,” In goodly propor-

fo what our increased population
puts forth to-day. For 60 years we,
as I“lluﬂ. regardless of whether.our

which they are prone Is a minor one
In our criminal records: the black
mail extorted by the Black Hand is
but a drop in the -bucket compared
with the volume of extortion currently
practiced by American busincss men,
within and’ without the law, against
American-born victims.

Viewing the sltuation, broadly, there
Is mo decisive evidence pointing to
the criminality of the average {mmi-
grant. ,There {s much polnting to his
superiority over the average native
American to industry, sobriety azd the
patient toleration of adverse condi
tions without outbreak. Indeed, the
most decided evidence on this paint
comes from Great Britain, which coun-
try_cSmplains that of all her immi-
grants the Americans are the most
criminal, being three or four times as
bad as the average of the rest and
ten times as bad as the Poles and
Hungaffans.

We do not conclude from this too
hastlly that America is ultra crim-
inal. But we quote it to signify that
be who sceks statistical support for
antiimmigration views, doing it fn
sincerity and breadth, Is apt to meet
with sour comfort.
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mm. as in 1847, or und.
Ibilities, as in 1907, have been.ob-
Jecting’ strenuously to-immigration,
Meanwhile the Immigrafion has
s been steadily Increasing, except dur.
-ing the period of the civil war, and at
the end of the 60.years we enjoy phe-
‘momenal prosperity.
- There is an Inconsistency here

HOW SIGNAL TO MAR

Problem , Has Long  Occupied the
Minds of Saientists.

e e
the fact that the flag would have to be
08

-consisting of a- series of numerals.

Our own 18 are that the
vastmajority of immigrants are slight-
ly above our American standards in
industry, sobriety and patieat self.re-
straint, though they are undoubtedly
below us In initiative. They come

from countries where unceasing toll
is the price of life, and where the get-
rich-quick microbe is virtually un-

s large as Ireland. bility, hg

nfa
and & The
[ [Jor one. And as ta _under | seems to me, |
L ting to e We have a

18 proud of. first amang [all | the menace of
n-wh'muf- iy south of
Zones in het promptness (o T most of' the
lely, by the passive rebellion the | Ireland, while
strike, it not by actual the fand Great Britain
Ppresence of Russia sent
Bard. Our complaint against the imi| dsy the situation 1s
migrants must be that they are versed. Last year we
patiefit and for D | from’ Italy, 192,000 from
standards, rather ‘than that.they Are|| but 24,000 from Ireland
00 violent and resentful. b &

As to illfteracy, it Is true that the | Hungary some 292,000 reached
!mmigrants are below our standard.|[shores. It is unfalr to say that the
What of it? Education s a thing| of | north of Europe I8 m0 longer repre-
itself, neither conducive to'nor anthg- | sented. But are the immigrants trom
onistic to morality and happiness. It | the southern couktries dangerous or
may be’a powerful tool to both. ‘But | undesirable? The statistics of crime!
It s often used 45 an equally powei| 4is not prove it. The Haflan s a hard

tool ‘against both. Our educated | worker. We should remember that
.| classes dre not always the happlest the Latin people were highly civilized
ones. Our worst and biggest crodks | when the north of Europe was

are the educated ones. :
In short, a man is of value to a
country solely according to whether
he produces more, of material or of
morality, than he consumes. He may
rodice very little, yet if his wants
e less than that little he is still a
profitable investment for the nation.
‘e'may, on the other hagd, apparently
produce millions; yet if he consumes
more than-that, or if he undermines
our standards of morality, or If he
is found 'to produce actually much
less than he apparently produces, he
may be a great source of loss, in spite
uf his prominence and power. s
The people understand this well.
It Is their habitual application of this
new economic trysquare to men in the
publiseye which 18 now making mil-
llonairism so uncomfortable.

What Is Immigration Worth?

To which class, then, belongs the
average immfgrant? Is he a producer
or a dissipator of net wealth and mor-
ality? If the former, what s our im
migrant worth, net, to the nation?

The law says that a dead male adult
constitutes a loss of $5,000. to his fam
lly. In this it strikes a rough average
and draws no distinction of any sort
between individuals. So it Is hard to
get at it in that way.

The average adult male immigrant
(and half of our immigran's are of
this sort) earns at least $300 per an.
num soon after his arrival. Rather,
that is what he is paid. My estimates
bave Jed me to state, elsewhere, that
his actual productivity- is from three
(o four times that amount, the balance
golng (o pay the cost of dolng “busl-
ness” with what he produces and con
sumes. But the benefit of this doubt
will be left, for the present, to the op-
position. : {

The right whll be reserveld, however,
to class all immigrants under this fig-
ure, for the majority of them have
been here long enough to expand thelr
income beyond $300. That is to say,
most of those who were classed as
children at the time of entry are now
adults. Of the women some are off-
set in thelr unpfoductivity by the men
who earn more than $300; the rest
are producing more than that value in
the form of children.  °

By Robert Watchorn.
Commissioner of Immigration.

Public opinion s all wrong, or near-
Iy s0, upon many phases of the Immi-
gration question. With more than a
million immigrants a‘year we eannot
supply the urgent demands for labor.
The army of workers adds enormously
to the wealth and prosperity of the
country.
It {8 not the scum of Europe we are
getting, but the pick of the most ear-
nest and hard-workigg of its popula-
tion. As to the morality of the Immi
grants of to-day, it deems to me that
it compares favorably with that of
our native born population,
All this Is not a 'matter of mere
opinion or_sentiment. It Is borne out
by the actual statistics. Mr. Reeve's
figures, it seems to me, In some rer
spects, understate the facts. He men:
tions $300 a year as the earning power
of these Immigrants. As a matter of
fact, these men will earn more, on
the average, than a dollar a day. |
think the figure may safely be fn:
creased by at least 50 per cent. With
in a few days Mr. Charles Lorhn, the
New York state of la:

peo-
ple The southern
coufitries may not have progressed of
late, but the:impulse Is still there, and
with unlimited opportunities of -Amer-

fca before them who can tell what
they may not accomplish in the fu-
ture?

As to Pauper Labor.
A great deal of the misunderstand-

per labor. I -have estimated tnat
every Immigrant in coming to Amer-

$100 for transportation. This includes
his fare from his home to the point of
departure, the crossing of the Atlantic
and the rallroad fare to his destina-
tion. In other words, they spend up-
ward of §100,000,000 a year in search
of work. Let us suppose, for sake of
argument, that Russia suddenly held
out great opportunities for money
making so that Americans by the mil-
lion were attracted there. It seems to
me that 1,000,000 native born citizens
might have some difficulty In raising
$100,000,000 for transportation. And
in addition this army of incomers car-
ried*with them more than $20,000,000
in cagh. -
There {3, of course, urgent need of
the restriction of immigration, but
such restriction {s already 1n force.
The laws governing the situption are
very rigid; they have been dev

inteiligent men, familiar with the sit-
uatlon, working fn  sympathy with
these people as well as in the best in
terests of the country. And the laws
are being enforced. As the need for

further restriction occurs it will re.
celve due attention. Meanwhile the
demand for laborers throughout the
country is very urgent. , The immi-
grants are adding hund¥®ds of mil-
lions of.dollars to the wealth of
America, while they help themselves
10 a broader and moré prosperous life.

By Emerson McMilian,
Chafrman Conclliatory Committee of the
Civic Federation.

Decidedly I favor an intelligent re-
striction of Immigration on both our
eastern and western seaboards. With-
out being an alarmist, [ venture to say
that the problem grows mdre dificult
each year and must ultimately de-
mand a solution. America has accom-
plished wonders in assimilating great
hordes of immigrants from many dif-
ferent countries, but it is a very serl-
ous question how long at the present
rate of Increase she can continue to
do so. Now it seems to me that when
forelgners come to us fn such num-
bers that they form separate and dis-
tinct communities, preserving thelr
language and traditions intact, théy
constitute a menace. When such a
colony 1s formed it is difficult to break
up. Assimilation goes on very slowly.

As a rule, the immigrant of recent
years differs frym us widely in his
ideas of morality, his attitude toward
the law and In his general point of
view. When we read of the violent
crimes committed, the names are usu-
ally foreign. The Black Hand out-
rages, for instance, have doubtless
been greatly exaggerated, but such as
they are they Are a forelgn importa-
tion, and of very recent years.

It fs undeniable, of course, that the
comipg of these millions of laborers
has contributed much to the wealth
and prosperity of the country. But
should this army of workers be fn-

bor, came to me In search of men [
could- not supply. He estimated that
New York state alone needed 100,000
men, to whom he would pay a
month and board on the farms alone.
Now, that does not look much like
overcrowding or the fmpossibility of
assimilating we hiear so much about.

Ot the million, or, to be exact, the
1,001,766, immigrants last year more
than ten per cent. were over the age
limit and a great propertion brought
thelr wives. About 50 per cent. may
be.classed as workers. But In another
sense they were all workers. There
were no Iflers, scarcely one who
would shirk his duty. And as to their
morality, the average Is certainly
good.  These Immigrants are placed
upon a probation for three years.
Should they get into trouble in this
time they are liable to be deported
Last year there were for all caus

less than 1,200 deported. 1 question

HEROIC SNAKE BITE CURE.

ever, glimmers in the that
all the gas and electric lghts in some
reat city like London should be con-
trolled by one turncock and alternate-
Iy switehed on dnd off to flash mes-|
sages to Mars. .

Some years ago Francis Galton, the
English sclentist, sketched out a solu-
tion of the problem, supposing the first
move to be made by Mars. One night
the earth astronomers are to notice a
pecullar scintiliation on the disk of
that planet. These lights a:

and C three times the length. Soon
these flashes, distinetly . divided by
Dauses, are realized to be sentences

Was L
tainly Saved Life.

but Cer-

“1 got a lesson In treating snake
bites awhile ago that may stand me in
800d stead some day, although I can't
It was pleasant to learn,” sald
Frank Hargls. “I was out with a pros-
pecung party in Nevada and was cross-

a desert untfl
ke discovery of gold attracted people
re.

lere were two other

ulation to-day In excess of 80,000,000
very active and alert people. It would
seem that the natural resources of
the country could be developed and
the great business of the land carried
forward very 'well with our present
population and its natural increase.
And-I am not among those who have
any fear of race suicide. The in-
crease in the number of immigrants
from year to year is astonishing. Can
we continue to receive this army in-
definitely without some day reducing

creased ? We have a po

the Sicillans
apd others' who are coming to us ia
such humbers to-day will In a few

b,

the Russian Hebrews,

Years have risen as have the Iri
and have become as good Americads?
And If these foreigners with traditions
aad manners very different from our |
own are not assimilated, the problem |
becomes a very serfous one,

made my way'to chmp
possible and told my story.. The guide |
| made me lie down, removed the thick
stocking through which the smake's
[y.m Lisd pepetratéd, phd Bithed the
wound. He then brokd opem a cart
ridge and spread the phwder. on the
cu sore. | started to
his evident intention, told tne
that It was the one chance o?\uv!ng
my life, 503'kept still FAN
“He touched off the powder," tne
flash cauterizing the wound effectiye
Iy, He then mashed the leat/of a plant
which grows wild In the desert

sieep and woke up fn the
fering from nothing more severe than
a very stiff leg. This lasted for gbout
a week and 1 was
ever.”—Milwaukee Seutinel.
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