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his property, his memory s ‘bitterly
attacked and his character perhaps
blasted by unscrupulous helrs through
long years of litigation.™ .
A'short time ago Mr. James Henry
Smith, universally known-as “Silent
Smith,” & man of great wealth and thie
dispenser of wide private beiefactions,
suddenly died: He had fived a life of
singular seclusion. A man of very sim-
ple tastes and babits, he bad always
whunned potorlety _in every
Any ordmary man of hjs character
might have enjoyed a secluded life,
but for Mr. Smith it was a constant ef-
fort to live his own life in his own
way. On his death it was announcegd
that he ‘had left a fortune of more
than $50,000,000, The embarrassment
“of riches
fnto_hiy grave. Instantly a crowd of
relafives and claimants, many of wham
he Bad dever known, appeared on the
scene.
Hig, widow {s obliged to retain the
best counsel and Instantly prepare for
. long-and presumably bitter conflict
In order that his dylnkywishes as ¢
pressed in his will may
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Guarding Private Estates.

The country establishments of. the |

very wealthy must again be even
more ¢ ¢ guarded. A few years
ago it was common for the ‘grouhds of
greal estates to be opened at ¢erta

hours at least to the public, but| to-d
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private benefactions were many and | almost every case such places - are
varied and his character will stand the | completely walled in and the various

+test, but it is 4 situation which would | entrances are closely guarded. No

haye given him great pain in anticipa- | matter how far from the mansion may |

tion. The situation is peculiarly &'
burden of the rich.
Bodyguards of the Rich.
It is no’exaggeration
scores of

to say  that
Nonaires in New York, in
in thetr homes,
closely as any
trie that the
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some wealthy man contain some
thfeatening letter it |3 not uncommon
| for a detective to be called in and en-|
saged for a few days, perbaps for &

t

 to h &
One amiliar n- | o
of ]
ranks |
ot long fn the 3
Bopid ‘s, » 15 0n, every: oo N B i
's ¥ the shbject | = e
of bitter attack, and hi§ benefachons | Never So Nervous as That.
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hands throughout the country. 1—:1\
of course, impossible to please every
oae, and the disgatisfied, element are

‘women. Wom
that the continual rustle
: skirt makes, them nervous
there are no women 80 nervou
h: Blaetter,

it

certain to feel a in direct
ratio to ihie size of the fortunes in
volved.

The diseasés of the rich are s:ill
another disturbing factor In this bak
ance. It fs no exaggeration to place

long period, efther to run down the
writer of the letter or to personally
| acconipany the -wealth§ man to and)
| trom his office. 3
Detectives Always on Hand. ‘
Even in thefr most private social
| tunctions it is- common for people of
redt W to employ detectives,
sometimes si-veral of them being on
| band. ~ Some . years azo Mrs. A. T
Stewart appeared on the piazzas of
summer hotels with a detective hover-
ing within a few feet of her to safe-

guard the fortune in diamonds she
wore.  To-day things are differently
managed. but the necessity for pro-

ection is none the'-léss real. Fash-
ble weddings where a_fortune in
dding gifts are known Qu be col-

lected, are almost always policed. It
is common private detective
age 1 upon and the en-

oy
©
arrangement looking toward 1s

a pumber of distressing physical ills
in {this, category.” The mervous and
mental strain of handling a great for
tune is exceedingly trying upon the
| strongest organization. It .was Jay
Gould who rematked. during the ex-
citement of & great financial panie,
tha 1z & fortune of
| $50.000,000 had no time elther to eat
or sleep. A man|in active control of
& great fortune fs obviously under a
tremendous strain. As a result cases
of pbysical breakdown in Wall street
are commion, and men joung fo years
are often old in health.

| Kidnaping Plots.

| 1t is ouly a shart time since a plot
led to kidnap John D. Rocke-
old him for the payment of
Here Is another
| less consplcuous
! for his wealth avoids. The c

nd
an immense
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| protection placed fn\their hands. The
detective In charge over the
| ground and place long before
the ceremony. So > detectives
wijl masquerade as in frock
coats. Still others may be disguised
as gervants. One or more men will,
of course, be on constant guard in the
rooms where thespresents are. dis-
played. ‘

Even the pleasure of distributing
charities becomes a very complex and

irksome afiair when the sum to be
distributed roaches enormous propor
tions. Duiug one’s lifetime, at least,

it would see ¢ that it would be an easy
matter to dlepose of money. As a
matter of faet, many nien and women
of great wealth are obliged to place
their benefactions upon a regular
business basis In order not to be
robbed. Several men of great wealth,
notably Mr. Rockefeller, are compelled
to employ men at large salaries, who
are in turn assisted by staffs of clerks,
to examine into (de demands made
upon them and after investigation de-
cide just how the money shall bée
distributed. It is certainly no fun to
enjoy the pleasure of giviug at the ex-
pense of all this complicated and Irk-
some business detail.

be the lodge, no one is
enter.until_he has been announced by
telephone and permission has been
granted. Mr. John D. Rockefeller, for
instance, is as closely gnarded in his
éstate at Tarrytown or in Cleveland
as Is royalty. Even a person stopping
before one of these entrances is close
ly watched. The estate of Mr. GQI'I'
1s guarded Ip the
ers might be

A famous marder recently has di-

Lakewood,
same way, while oth

) cited.

to| Charity

A man I the ordinary walks of life,
again, who contributes to a church or
endows a hospital or 3 college may be
generally praised for dxiag so, but for
a man of great wealth it e dificult to
make any gift without belay misunder-
stood, perhaps severely amd bitterly
criticised. The white light which
beats upon a throne is turned on his
slightest act: The very possession of
such great wealth serves to antagonize
a considerable proportion of the com-
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but, on the other
Kidnaping hangs

unusual
of
heavily bver the families of the

of course,
hand, the fear
v
rich. As a result the children of fam:
ilies of great fortune have, as
ter of fact, itss liberty than cl

a
lildren

of families in much poorer circum-
stance

, The fear of blackmail. again, is
| much more general than is gener

suppos§d.  The mail of pi
fen of 'great wealth constantly brings
them threats of possible kind
The pers tempts blackmail
may have no Ineriminating knowledge

whatever. In most cases he probably
has not. but the menace is none the
disconcerting. A considerable

less

art of the public s always ready to
pelieve the worst of men in high
places, and a clever blackmaller may
do incalculable harm.

Our great modern fortunes, ‘agaln,
are often amassed with amazing rap-
idity. It has never before in history
beer possible to accumulate such
wealth in so short a perfod. It is for-
gotten that there is another side to
this situation, and qhat the danger of
losing such fortunes is corresponding-
Iy great. , The financlers, while they
make enormous gains, must also face
frightful losses. Scores of men might
be mentioned who have risen to great
wealtli_In a few years, only to fall
again and be forgotten. The experi-
ence of James R. Keene, for instance,
who has several times been worth mil-
lions and at other times been millions
in debt, has many counterparts on a
smaller scale. The struggle for wealth
is so frantic and the element of chance
s0 great in the manipulation of great
sums of money that it s perhaps more
difficult to retaln money than to ac-
quire it

A VERY RARE CASE.

Where aninvestor Got the Best of
PmyL\.u of Bogus Mine.
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“And what did they ask for {tF"
,“Only 350,000 They wouldn't have
asked that much ouly they were both
butchers,.and they waated to go hack
east and start a big retall shop|with
Persian rugs oy the floor and mirrors
all along the walls. 1 couldu’t' help
but sympathize with their scheme.”
“And what did you do?”

“Well, T am a tender-hearted, sym-
pathizing man, and after a few talks
with them, I bought the mine for| $50,-
/and saw them depart.
“And then you found that they had

swindled you?" < {
0, no. I found that T had got the
best of them: They bad ‘Hed to me

SAILORS POOR RIFLE SHOTS.

Little Opportunities Given for Srall
Arm Practice.

_That the men of the United Statas
navy have but little proficiency in |
small-arm practice is unfortunately a |
fact. The official records of navy |
= ice in no way ap-|
proach the splendid records of heavy-
&un practice; and it is plain that the |
men have very little kriowledge of the |
uise of the rifle. Lieut. Harris Laning, |
U. 8. N, who so ably captained the
navy rifie team last season, in an of- |
ficial’ report of the lack of instraction
in practice, #ay:

“The | thing that impressed it-

elf on the fact that although |

the Bas'taken a high stagd in |
greal , its smallarm prac- |
wll Jy poor. It is mot to
with zor is it desirable fo de-

m Ipractice to the extent
great:gun practice, but every
man in the fighting force should be
given enough training with the rifle
least effective with a

men who are considered fafr shots on
board ship are not so trained was ap-
parent in the men sent for trial for the
rifle team. Many did not know how
‘to set the sight either for elevation or
for wind. Some did not know how to
align the sights, and of the new men
scarcely any knew how to properly
clean & rifle.

“One man given an excellent rifie
and having the sights correctly set
was able to hit the target but oace in
ten shots at 200 yards. Another fired
for three days at 200 yards before he
made 34 out of & possible 50, And yet
these two men were sent from the U.
8. 8."Pennsylvania to try for places
on the team! There were no other
cases as bad as thése, But there wera
pther men sent out as bad. Con-
siderable time at is de-
voted to Baseball, boat races, etc. If
the oppertunity given for am
equal amount of shooting 1
would rank with as a sport.
'This was demonstrated at the Naval
numbered thoss for

|
Drums Used for Centuries.

The Ancient Romans used Kand

drums in their religious dan. and

more than a thousand years ago other
nations used them, to give signals in
war. /

Catholic Church ‘in Austraiia.
~The Roman Catholic church is grow.
ing with great rapidify In Australia.
et there are thosg who can remem.
ber the time when there was not a
priest on the entire continent

" Rocket Mail Carriers. |

The most unlque metbod of dqliver-
Ing mail ‘doubtless is that employed
by steapiers passing the islands of the
Tonga group in the Pacific. On ac
count of many reefs landing fs ex-
tremely dangerous, and the few let-
ters. to be delivered are attached fo
| Jarge skyrockets Which are fired and
{ reach tlie shore In safety.
| —

Woman and Her Tips.

When a woman comes to the|polnt
of tipping mechanically on the| lines
laid down by man it is usually her
|lack of experience which finds Ber ‘a
fault.  Very few members of the sex
have entered into the necessary con-
siderations which adjust tips. | It is
a complicated watter which must be
! studied uad Wle tuition,

[

|
| Bugle Takes Drum's Place.

The drum seems to be falling into
| disrepute in our army. There was a
| time When the infantry used the drum
|and fife to sound the “calls"—tattoo,
| reveille taps, etc.—but of late 'years
! the bugle has been substituted. and s
now used in all branches of the serv-
ica.

Proof of Power.

The man who is worthy of being a
leader of men will never complain of
the stupidity of his helpers, of the
ingratitude of mankind nor of the in-
appreciatior of the public. These
things are all a part of the great game
of life and to meet them and not go
down before them in discouragement
| and defeat is the final proof of power.
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Stars and Stripes Scarce.

The records for six vears past dis-
| close,the astonishing fact that, while
| 1.130 loaded ships sailed from Glasgow
{to the United States, every one of
them carried a forelgn fag.

Thirsty New Yorkery.

Adult male residents of Neéw York
city each consume on an average 380
drinks of spirituous and malt liquors
In a year.

i — ]
' Bank clerks are expected to handle

money just as dry goods clerks handlé
lace or ribbons, according to h bank
president. The president should visit
a dentist and have his expecter filled

stion
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" CHARLES J. SHAIN.
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New lines of

JEWELRY

LATEST STYLES
Good Goods at R 2sonable Ajices.

Get a Nice Mantel Clock

New line :“v“ regeived.

I have the A'arm Clocks to get yoa
up. Come.and see. /

H.W. Baxter

leweler
Estallished 15 YVears

PATIERSON & PATTERSON

Attorieys £.x Mortai & e, Ponticc. Mich,
MORTGAGE SALE.
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HOLLISTER'S

Rocky Mountain Tea Nuggets
A Busy Medicine for Busy People.

Brings Goiden Health and Renewed Vigor,

A spee! ||e for Constipation. Indigestion,

mpl

nd T
o 1

iveEn DICG COMPANY. Madisoo, Wis.
DEN NUGGETS FOR SALLOW PENPLE

Do You ll;t:‘ndA
to Build ?

If so, consult

G. Wm. Crary

i Contrzctor and Builder
| . &

01

ESTIMATES FURNISHED
7

Manufacturer of

| 654 Sweeps. Away

equal, § * Y i
SATTERLEE & BURTRAW,

30 o

Telephone
Service

but a neces-

s not a luxury,
sity. i

Hve it 'installed in
horhe or office. Consid

your
ler its
many purposes advan-

“For particulars ask

GEO. H, MITCHELL,
Manager.

Michigan Stafe
Telephone Company

KIDNEY CURE

» WILL CUREYOU
of any case of Kidney .or
Bladder disease that is not
beyond the reach of medi-
cine. Take it atonce. Do
notrisk having Bright's Dis-
ease or Diabetes. There is
nq@ing gained by delay..
'50c. and $1.00 Bottles.

A reruse sussTiTuTas.

IRON
TUBE .
WELLS

1 am prepared to put down Wells
for Farmers, and guarasitec satis-
faction on every job. ;
Am also prepared to do all kinds .
of repairing for Pumps and Wind-
'Mills with promptness nd reliability’
- Phone 95.

J.H.CARTER

Nt Hotl

ANDREY AXDERSON, Prop

Plenty of good rooms for the

[Ideal Cement Bldg. Blocks|;

Birmingham, Mich.
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traveling public. Good tables for

Fine Pool\and Billiard Tables.
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