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' 8YNOPSIS,

Chip McGuire, & 16-year-old girl living

at Tim's place in U @ woods

so0ld by her father to Pete Bolduc,

half-breed, She runs away and reaches

the camp of Martin Frisble, occupled by
o i to

. and guldes
is cared for by Mra. Fi
arty into wo
le, an old hermit,
Teshded in the whlderness for many
When camp i broken Chip and Ray oc-
The party reach camp
father_and are wel-
comed by him and Cy Walker, an old |
friend and former townsman of ‘the
it.# They settle down for ammers
Chip and Ray are in love, but no
one realizes this but Cy Walker. Strange
s found on lake shore in front
abin. Strange smoke i3 seen
across the lake. Martin and Levl leave
for settlement to. get officers to arrest
Me who Is known as outlaw and
one s
visits camp.

Jnumny of
to visit father |
who hns
y year

Chip is stolen by
capes with her in a
cued by Martin and Levi as they are ro-

turning from the settlement. Bolduc es-
Old Cy prope to u.y that he
1 in the woods with himself and

n in
nd trap during the winter, and he
Others of the party
. taking Chip with
Chip starts to school In Greenvale,
unpleasant at Aunt Com-
50 especially Hannah.
1d Cy and Ray discover strango tracks
in the wilderness. They penetrate fur-
ther into the wilderness and discover the
hiding place of the man who had been
sneaking about their cabin

CHAPTER XIV.—Continued.

Then came another surprise, for sud-
denly Old Cy caught sight of a-man|
Just emerging trom behind a rocKtnily
ten rods from the rising smok~; he
stooped, lifted a canoe fnto view, ad-
vanced to the shure, slid it halfway
Into the water, returned to the rock,
picked up a_rifle, then pushed the
canoe off, and, crossing the lake, van-
Ished nto the outlet.

The two 'watchers on the ridge ex-
changed glances.

“He's goln' to tend his traps, an
mebbe ourn,” Old Cy sald at last, and
then led the way back to thelr bark
shack. Here he halted, and placing
one hand ‘scoop-fashion over his ear,
listened intently until he caught the
fatnt soundf of a paddle touching a
canoe gunwale. First slightly, then a
more disti#stive thud, and, then less
and less until the sound ceased.

“The coast’s ciear,” ne added, now
in an exultant whisper, “an’ while the
old ¢at’s away we'll take a peek at his
den.

A burried gathering of thelr few be-
longings was made, the canoe was
shoved fnto the lagoon, and no time
was lost unfll the lake .was crossed
and they drew along sid@of where the
smoke was Ul rising_fn a thin film.
No landing was possible here, for the

a |

More thau that, so near do we often
| come to an important discovery and

agitust a slab of slate closiag the en:
| trance to this cave and access :to a
fortune, the héritage of Chip McGuire.
| Ray’s fear, while well founded, were
needless, however. McGutre—for it
was this out!aw whom- they bad am-
| ple reason to ayold—was many miles
[away. And yet so potent was the
sense of danger, that neither Old Cy
| nor Ray thought of food, or -ceased
4| paddiing one moment, until they had
! crossed the vast swamp and once more
pulled their canoe out at the point
where they had entered it the day
before.

Here a brief halt for food and rest
was taken; then they shouldered their
light craft and started for Birch Camp.

In the meantime another cance was
ascending this winding stream, and
long before aightfall. Pete Bolduc,
sure that he was on the trail of Mc-

Guire, entgred the ledge-bordered
lake.
CHAPTER XV.
To trail an ¢ who Is never

without a rifle and the will to use It,
,requires cour: ind Indian cunning
s well. Pete Bolduc had both, and
after observing the many signs of &
trapper's presence in the swamp, he
knew, after be crossed it and reached
this lake, that somewh on its
shores his enemy, McGuire, had hls
alr. - '

He paused at the outlet, as did Old
to scan every rod of its rocky
shores, not once, but a dozen times.
o thought of the blessed barmony
of lake, sky, and .forest, or the se-
questered beauty of this spot, came
to the half-breed. Revense and mur-

Cy

der—twin demons of his nature—were
in his heart, and the Indian cunning
that made him hide while he watched
for signs of his enemy.

The bare peak

Old Cy had twice leaned |

and McGuire crawled

-n!n. g0 down to the lake, return
with a pail of Water, and vanish once
more.

All this was a curlous pmed.ln‘
for he, like Old Cy, had expected to
find McGuire occupying some bark
shelter, and even now he supposed
there was one among this confusion of

rocks.

Another surprise soon came to this

stant watcher, for he now saw a thin
column of smoke rise from a ledge and

tihue in vatylng volumpe until hid-
by twilight.

_now,-secure in Kis cave
quite’ unconscious of the watcher wit
murderous -intent who had observed
his actions, McGuire was enjoying
bimself. He bad built a little slate
fireplace within hiscave. A funnel of
the same easily fitted material car-
ried the snipke up to a long, inch-wide
fissure in the roof. He had a table of
slate to eat from, handy by a bed filled
with moss and dry grass, also pine
knots fof needed light.

Opening into this small cave was a
lesser one, always cool and dry, for no
rain nor melting snow couid enter it,
and here was McGuire's pantry, an
here also a half-dozen tin cans, safely
hidden under a slab of slate, stuffed
with gold and banknotes.

*To still further protect this inner
cave he had fitted a section of slate
to entirely fill Its entrance.

When the last vestige of sunset had
vanished and twinkling stars were re-
flected from the placid lake, the half-
breed descended from his lookout
point, and, launching his canoe, fol-
lowed closs to the shadowed shore
dnd landed just above where McGuire
disembarked. Indian that he was, he
chose the hours of night and darkness
to crawl up to the bark shelter which
he expected to find, his infention belng
to thrust a ritie muzzle close to his
s head and then pull the trig-

&

But to do this required a long wait
and extreme caution. His enemy sure-
ly bad a camp-fire bekind a ledge, and
shelter as well. The smoke had seemed
to rise out of a ledge, but certainly
conld mot, and so—still unaware of
McGuire's, position, yet sure that he
was amid these ledges, and near a
shelter—Pete grasped his ritle and
crept ashore.

It was too early to surprise his
enemy—time to fall aslecp must be

ite of being at outlaw, devold

nature, and one who preyed
upon his fellow-man, he was not with-
out sentiment, and the wild grandeur

pleasant to him,
hu.h and_brijal
n's lust and love of liquor.
mmuured all humanfind by his own
standard of right apll wrons, and be-
lieved that he m: thers or they
would rob him, P followed that
belief {mplicitly from the start, and
would so long as he lived. He: felt
that every man's hand was agalnsy|
him, and no reproaches of consclence
had resulted from his cold-blooded kill-
ing of an officer. Never once did the
thought return of the few years when
a woman's hand sought his in tender-
ness, nor any sense of the unspeak-
nble horror he bad decreed for his own

g

So vile'a wretch seemed unfit for
God's green earth; apd yet the silence
of night beside this lake, and the stars
mirrored on its motlonless surface,
soothed and satisfied him.

He had now and then another im-
pulse—to some day take his savings
of many years, secreted here, and go
to some other country, assume another
name, and lead a diffevent life.

And now, while an unsuspected
enemy was waiting for him to enter a
sleep that should Fnow no waking, he
left his cave and seated himself on a
shtelf-like projection close to the lake,
which was deep here, and the ledge |
shore a sheer face rising some fen feet
above_the water.

One hour or more this strange com-

pound of brute and man sat there con- |

templating the stafs, and then he sud-
denly detected a sound—only a faint
one, the mere click of one pebble
striking another.

He arose and listened.

Soon another soft, ¢rushing sound
reached him. Some animal creeping
along in the
ledges, he thought

He stepped quickly to the end of the

shelf. On that instant a crouching
form rose upward and confronted him.
He had one moment only, but

enough to sec a tall man a step be-
low him, the next a flash of spitting

passage between the |

1 INCE. the occurrence of
that great event which
gave to us the name of
Christmas and the bless-
ings  of  Christianity,
Christmas day has:played
a most important part in
the history of the world

|

figured consplcuously In
the dates of historle note
Yet it s surprising how
few people there are who when
called upon, cdn name more than two
| or three of the |n||n|r( ant happenings
that b

The part
not always been one
earth, good will to men.” To the con

fire, a stinging pain in one shoulder,
and this human panther leaped vpon
McGuire!

But life was sweet, even to McGuire,
and as he grasped and struck at this
enemy in a blind instinct of self-pres-
ervation as both closed in a death
grapple, one Instant of awful agony
came to him as a knife entered his
heart—a yell mingled hate “and
deadly fear,

of
as two bodies writhed on
the narrow shelf, a plunging sound, as
both struck the water below—and then

silence,
Death and veng

ince were clasped
in one eternal embrace.

trary it has been marked to an aston-

ishing degree’ by tragedy, war and
pestilence. A summary of “Christmas
| in History” begins with a tragedy and
Dumas has said that, fn Christmas
| season, “Satan and his angels of
gloom found work a-plen! Though
often stained with blood the greater |

number of historical events assoeia
with the day have been productive of
uitimate good

130

day, 303 A
tia

The wholesale slaughter of
Christlans Christmas
D, was planned by Diocle
. emperar of Rome, to tal

on

In our own country it has |

] vlace |
on this date when he knew the Chris-|

11068 &= Swein, of Denmark,

rose in revolt agalust
e Norman king, and Willlam, in a
it of wild revenge, caused all
| northern England to be laid to utter

| waste, that its people might never
in rise against him. n Christ-
| mas day many died of starvation;

others killed themselves, and hundreds
fled to other lands, while thefr homes
were burning and their fiélds being
vastated

* %

108 William Rufus caused to
be erected a large and

splendidly fitted-up  hall at West-
minster, which he dedicated to Christ-
| mas celebrations of such a nature that
the place received the “Rufus’
Hall™  Although it a rendezvous
of royal merrymakers, it soon became
a place of questionable char r, and
for many years was frarked by riotous

celebrations.
1126 On  December
Henry led an as
of his kingdom for the purpose of |
ng his daughter, who was the |
1\«141“\\.(] Empress Matilda, as his
legitimate  successor.  Six  years
previous to this King Henry had
lost his son and hefr apparent,
Prince Willlam, in a shipwreck. The
king received the news while he was
preparing a big Christmas celebration

name

144

of France,
was executed for
of his wives.

1460

of the Roses, took place at Cbristmas
tide,

149

it was on that day in 1492 that Chris-
topher Columbus landed at that place.

by the Puritans.
| such authority that,
parish officers were censured and

n Christmas day,
mv» bt Giles do Rota
the original “Bluebeard,”
the murder of si3

The terrible Battle of
Wakefleld, in the Wars

1460.

L *®
Navidad, Cuba, owes its
name to Chrisuas, for

Because of the day, he called the

place Navidad.

152

cause, on account of the plague which

* w
The “Stifl Christmas” o}
1526 was so called be

was raging through England, Henry
UL ordered that the court should
suppress all Christmas mirth and jok
lity out of sympathy for the suffering
country. .

1642 5, =

The most

astonishing
thing  conn with

Christmas about this time was a plea

for the abolishmgnt of the day made
The.Puritans gained
- in 1642, some

|

thelr orders taken from them for

permitting ministers to preach on

CHAPTER XVI. tians would be holding their rq

shore was a.sheer face of upright Ous | to welcome home the young man, and | Christmas day and for allowing them

|
slate, and only where this lorc trap- For two months life at Birch Camp { celebration. Diocletian had appeared | jt 1s sald that Henry never smiled | to adorn the church. On June 3, 1643,
per had launched his canoe could they much resembled that of a woodchuck | friendly 1o the Christians in order to | again. | the lords and common paritament i
make one. or a squirrel. Now and then & day | entrap thew. When great it & | sued & proclamation whereln it was
From here a serfes of outcroppling came when the crusted snow permitted | (hem had assembled at the Temple of | Upon his third Christmas | stated that “the Feast of the Nativity
ate ledges rose one above anothef @ gun-gathering trip into the forest, | Nicomedia, in Dithynia, and were ‘115 as monarch of the Eng |of Christ” should no longer 'be ob
and between them and-parallgl to the or a few midday hours at ice fishing: | chanting, praying and holding joyful | igh, Henry I created a decided | served and that “all scholars, apprems:
shore, narrow, Irregular passages par- aud mever were (o frst sigus of | sorvices ncommemoration of the | weniation by taking his crows from | tices and other servants” should per
tlally closed by broken rock. It was spring more welcome than o those | irth of Christ, Dioclctian marched | bis head during the festival of the | form their duties on December ' 25
all of slaty formation, Jagged, serrated winter-bound prisoners.  The = wise | hiy soldicrs on the town and set fire | Nativity and placing It upon the altar | the same as on any common day. OB
and gray with moss. counsel and patient example of Old Cy | (4 jt at all four corners. History states | when the priests were conducting | December 22 next the town crier went
Following one- of these passages, Old bad not been lost upon Ray, elther: | that more than 20,000 persons per-| services. He vowed that he|would | through London by  order of = the
Cy and Ray came to the ledge out of and that winter's experience had | ysneq on that dreadful Christmas day. | nover wear his crown again, and kept | mayor, proclaiming that “Christmas

which the smoke was rising fror a
crevasse. It was a little lower than
one In front, perhaps 40 feet In
breadth, double that in length, and of
@ more even surface, At each end was
& short transverse passage hardly
wide enough to walk in, and a few feet
deep. )

And now, after a more careful ex-
amination of the crevasse out of which
the thin film of smoke rose, Old Cy
began a seprch. Up and down each
narrow passway he peeped and peer-
ed, but nowhere was a crack or
cranny to be found in their walls. In
places they were as high as his head,
sheer faces of slate, then broken, ser-
rated, moss-coated, or of yellow, rusty
color. ‘Here and there a stunted spruce
had taken root in some crack, and
overy back from the topmost ledge,
this green enclosure began and con-
tinued up .the low mountain. Here,
also, in a sunny nook below this belt-
ing tangle of scrub spruce, were am-
ple signs of a trapper’s occupation in
the way of pelts stretched upon forked
sticks and hanging from a cord cross-
ing' this niche. They were of the
usual specieg found jn this wilderness,
~—a dozen muskrat, with a few mink
~and otter skins and one lynx.

Another sign of human presence
was also noted, for here a log showing
ax with split wood and chips
all about, was seen.

“Some o' them pelts Is ourn,” Ola
Oy ejaculated, glancing at the array,
Yan” I've a notion we'd best hook an
‘em. Mebbe not, though,’ he added
t Jater, “it might git us Into
ble.” X

But Ray was getting more and more
uneasy each moment since they had
landed there. It seemed to him a most

7!
i

the lake soon
him as'a vantage point, and after a
half-hour of watchful listening he laid
rifie across the thwart, handy tc
grasp on the instant, and, seizing his
paddle once more, crossed the lake to
the foot of the peak.

‘To hide his canoe here, ascend this
with pack and rifle, was the next move
of this human panther, and here in a
sheltering crevasse he lay and watched
for his enemy.

‘Two hours later, and just at sunset, |
McGuire returned to the lake.

As usual, he, too, paused at the out-
let to scan its shores. He belleved
himself utterly secure here, and
thought no human belng was likely to
find this lakelet. But for all that, he
was watchful. Some exploring lum-
berman or some ploneer trapper might

cross lh.ll’m! swamp and find this
lake @ bsence.
A brief lcruuny mnm bim that he:
was still safe from human oyes, and

the
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Closed in a Death-Grapple.

i

allowed. Yet so cager was the half-
breed to deal death to him, that he |
must needs come here to wait. No |
chances must be taken when he did |
crawl up to his vietim, for a false step
or the rattle of a locse stone, or hl!‘
form outlined against the starlit sky
as he crawled over a ledge, might mean |
death to him instead of McGuire. And
0, crouching safely In a dark nook
above the landing, Pete waited,
watched and listened.

One hour passed—it seemed two— |
and then the half-breed crept stealth-
ily 1p to wheré the smoke had been
seen. Not by strides, or even steps.
but as a panther would, liftiog one
foot apd feeling where it would rest |

changed him to an almost marvelous
degree. He was no longer a moody and
selfish boy, thinking only of his own
privations, but more of a man, who
realized that he had duties and obliga-
tions toward others, as well as him-
self.

With the returning sun and vanish:
ing snow, animal life was once more
astir, and a short season of trapping
was again entered upon, and mingled
with that a few days more of gum-
gathering. It was brief and at a disad-
vantage, for fce still covered the lake,
and until that disappeared no use of
the canoes could be made.

Once well under way, however,
spring returned with speed, the brooks
began to overflow; the lake to rise, and
one morning, instead of a white ex-
panse of watery lce, it was a blue and
rippled lake once more.

And now plans for Ray's return to |

Greenvale were in order, and the sole
topic of discussion. He was as eager
as 3 boy anxious for the close of
school, and for a double reason, which
is self-evident.

It was agreed that Old Cy and him-
self should make the trip out together
in two canves, and convey their stores
of gum and firs. At the settlement
these were to be packed, to await later
sale and shipment. OM Cy would then

return to camp, and Ray would go on
to Greenvale.

A change in this plan came,in an
| unexpected manner, however, for
few days before the ome set for de-
parture, Old Cy, always on watch, saw
a canoe enter the lake, and who should

appear but Levi, Martin's old guide.

“I've been cookin’ up at a Jumber

a trip up here an’ call cn ye 'fore I
went out.”
(TO BE CONTINUED)

Had Pr‘epar;ed For Ordeal.

Christening Rehearsal Struck Clergy-
man as New Idea.

“These college girls,” sald a clergy-
man, as he gazed at the white and |
nwrb rlnn of beautiful gradate: i
boon to the race. They iatro-|
dmmld-; I christened lnenl::;

ulaie you o your little one’s behavior.
I bave christened more than 2,000
bables, but I never before christened

.onemlﬂ.ndwvau as yours.

The young mother smiled demurely.
No wonder he behaved well,’ she sald.
“His father and |, with & pail of water,
bave beem practiciog chrifténisg oo
h:ﬂl for the Jast ten days” The ides

On (hrisunus day of this
year the emperor, Constan.

30

tine, made reparation for Diocletian’s
| atrocites by granting the Chrlstans
lev liberty in their religious rites

From this time until the ninth century
Christmas day passed without espe.

cial historic inte
80 On December 25 of this year

\ Charlemagne was crowned
emperor of the Romans. The title
was held by succeeding kings of the
Franks, or the Germans, as they were
called later, until 1806, when Frapcis

1L resigued both title
87 Alfred the Great of Eng
| land should have been pre-

| paring for battle during the Christmas

he and his followers
making merry, the Dalies stole
the English army on Christmas
As they were unprepared, they
scattered with great slaughter.
LR IR

lOl In 1016 Cnut, >r Canute,

s0g of Swegen, first king
over all England, was chosen king
over all England for the third time.
He was guilty of atrocious mur-
ers, several of which he commit-
ted on Christmas day, when his sub-
Jects were off guard, Indulging In the
festivities of the scason, which he en-

couraged.
104‘ On (h!hlnus day, 1043,
Edward the Confessor |
was crowned. A of im-
portant events in the relgn of Ed-
ward were connectod with the day
It was on Decem 1053, at
meeting  with his wise men’
he ordered that Rhy
ther of Gruffydd, the South W

rof
king, be executed
1065 King  Edward’s fast
Christmag—that of, 1065
—was marked by & tragedy, when
€ar! Tostig, brother of Harold, was
foully murdered by traitars in the
monarch’s court.
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loee WM-_ Wlllhn the Con-

" | life, and at his death it should rever

his word.

121

At a (hns(mls festival

1214 the barons sur-
rounded [\mg John and demanded |
that he sign the paper which proved |

to be the foundauon of English lib-
erties, the Magna Charta. John was
finaily forced to wccede to their de-

mands.
w v
126 The first English parlia-
ment was summoned at
Christmastide, 1265, while the king

was held a prisoner by Earl Simon,
R 2 -4

128 Christmas of 1281 became

historic because of the
severity of the winter. Never were
such frosts known in England. Fishes
and birds died from cold ‘and want of
food; human beings perished, and
everywhere was felt the blight of the

black frost. Another fearful Christ-
mas was that of 1561,

L1
128 Edward I provided a
sensational and gme-

some feature for Christmas day of this
year by having the mayor of London
publicly banged in the morning.

wag

* o
1316 crowned at Westminster

Stephen of Blols
Abbey during the Christmas festiv-
itles of 1135 - Trouble arose be-
tween Stepben and the Empress
Matilda, who claimed the crown for
ber son Henry. Stephen waged war
against “The Lady of the English,” as
Matilda was called, and on Christmas
| eve, 1142, the empress fled from the
castle where she was fn hiding, and
where she was threatened with starva-
tion, Stephen had cut off the
source of food supply. On Christmas
day a treaty was drawn up, whereby |
Stephen was to hold the crown for,

because

| to the
; “
t | 132 On Christmas day |
year Edward IL,

indulging in scandalous riot),
| seized by bis indignant subjects,

son of Matilda,
%

%

| bound hand and foot, and off
a prisoner to Keaflworth On
the following Christmas parifiament

met and deposed him, tl.all‘ his 14-
yearold son Edward to the throme.
* & & .

day and all other superstitious festi-
vals should be put down, and nwnm

kept open on that d-y

*
168 James 11, who had taken

the crown, was obliged
to flee to France for his life, and on
Christmas day, 1688, be landed at Am-
bleteuse, in Brittany. “ The flight of
James put an end to the struggle be-
tween the crown and the people. The
throne was offered to Willlam of
Orange and his wife, Mary, daughter
of James Il and grandaughter of
Charles L. This effected a reconcilia-
tion of the powers. When, December
28,1694, Queen Mary died of small

177 &12“.':‘?‘:..“82""

day, 1776, as he

ssian:

of the holiday,

routed by the continen:
w

177

of the bleakest e
history. It was
dreadful winter
eridurance of

Christ
was s

83

feated the |ndhnn ‘s the battle of
Okeechobee, Florida.
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