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Edna came down the path. eyeing
me rather netvously.

‘So we're npot  engaged?’ 1 de-

told you," she sald.

1 “Very graclous of you grant me
this {nterview,” I concedefl, with mock
ceremonlousnebs. “But./will you do
me the particular favor to tell'me why
we're not engaged

There was no answer.

“Isn’t your word, and isn't my word
worth something?” I demanded, work-
ing myself {nto a very proper passion.

“Maybe ihey are and maybe they

aren’t,” was the noncommittal reply.
“But when [ say we're not engaged,
that means we're not” And Edna
tossed "her head in that pretty way
she has, and ‘stamped her shapely lit-
oot determinedly,
b, It ‘does, does It?" I retorted.
“Well, after all, 1 never did care so
much about the engagement.” This
wasn't exactly the truth, but I sald it
a8 If it was. “It’s chiefly the prosents
of which I wag thinking,” I added.

“Were there any?’ she Inquired,
Witk 3 cutting, yet Innocent air.

“There was the—yes, Indeed, there
was the—" [ hesitated. | may say
right here that | am naturally uncom-
municative, .

“Yes, indeed, there was the—" “Go
on!” she Inaisted.

“Edna,” I entreated desperately, “I
hate to throw'these things up at you,
as it were.

“Don’t spare-me,” she retorted, rath-
er cruelly,.l thought,
and I braced myself
“There. {8 the engagement
I felt that I had scored a polnt.
“It §s a dlamond one, t0o,” I added.

“Really?” asked Edna, somewhat
incredulously, it seemed to me. *“And
I suppose you're worrylng about the
payment of the next {nstalment?”

“Did I ever tell you about its belng
averdue?” [ Inguired, and then some-
how felt as If-1 had committed my-
self.

Edra reached down Into an obscure
pocket somewhere and fished out the
ring. I held it up to the light and ex-
amined it closely. “The same, mut-
tered ungallantly, heaving an audible
sigh of relfef. Isaw Edna's face flush,
This hit had told, and [ decided to
change the subject before the tables
could ‘be reversed .

winter now, for going on two.years.
And I was only getting $6 a week
when [ commerced golng around with

your fault as mine. “Now I'm getting
$3 a week more,” I went on hopefully.
“And that's your top notch,” said
Edna. “What I want Is a man who
can earn enough to keep me In shoe
strings.” .
“I guess' I could do that all right,
I sald, looking down at her feet. “Per-
there is another you have In
I suggested, after a while.
reply nearly floored me.

“Mr. Kotchum.
ot my Mr. Ketchum?"
Yes, your Mr. Ketchum.
“Great heavens! You aren't en-
gaged to him already?
Since last evening. We are to be
peeplng out
hy

of
the corner of her eyes to see Wwha

“I congratulate you,” said Edna,
slowly.

effect this would have on me, but I
concealed my emotions est

could. Up to this point I had:not
wholly glven wup winning her over
from her- harsh resolution, but now 1
saw she had a motive. I have alwayi

“And now, miss, would you mind
telling me just why you break off
the engagement?” I demanded hotly.

“Because,” ‘she, replied very coldly
and clearly, “you are. getting $9 a
week selling ribbons at Ketchum &
Holdum's, and [ don't see any pros-
pects of your securing a rise unless
sou become’ an acronaut.

“It's a serlous matter and ot one
to be joked about,” I retorted, looking
burt. -
“That'’s where [ agree with you,”
Edna answered fiippantly,

“What you say may be true” I put
in viciously, “but mighty littie you
thought of it when you kept leading
me on arid on to declare myselr.”

“Wo must all-have our little amuse.
ments,” feplied d

|

t is
0o reason why I should continue to
oe so. From now on I've decided to
look at things wholly in a sensible
ilght. Don't you remember
told you Mrs. Blickendorf said?”

=

been afrald of women with motiv
They are nearly as bad as women
with motors. One has no regard for
the laws of the road and the other
has no regard for anything what-
soever except that which she bas In
view.

“I never thought you would marry |
for money ber. &

when you asked me |
she flung back. |

to be your wife,

| could see that Edna was getting {m-

patient and losing her temper besides.
A woman Is llable to lose her .temper
ahen she gets {mpatient. I concluded |
to close\the Interview, seeing that to |
prolong 1t would be of no use.

he s
you, which you kpow was as mugklFoor old Sith!®
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Mr. Vanderbflt's friend, timid
his reception, went home and
| bis wife received him as coldly as he
| bad expected she would do. What he
dreaded, though, was an explosion—
an hour's wild scolding and upbraid-
Ing. As he talked he tried to think

| of some way to escape this explosion]

| and finally an ijdea came to him.
| “I am so glad to be back here with
| you, dea. ‘But I pity Smith,

| ‘What is.the matter with Smith?
sald the lady sharply.
“ ‘Ab, poor fellow,

sald her hus.

| band. ‘At this moment his wife Is
| BIVing him the very old deuce,
| “The lady" That

wily speech got her hugband off. Sh:
would not show herself a common
scold, like M mith.”

’ns:n GOT EVEN WITH DINGLEY
:n.p.ﬂi. That Furnished Amusement
| for Diners, .
| When the town of Brunswick, Me.
| eelebrated, some years ago, the 150tn
anniversary of its incorporation, there
| was a big dinner, and “Tom” Reed
and Nelson Dingley were present; and
| were, of course, called upon to speak
Dingley spoke first, and sald, In
| conclusion, that he had made no prep-
aration, and would now muke way for
a gentleman who had come with a
prepared specch, meaning Reed, wha
got back at Dingley as follows:
|/ "Mr. Toastmaster, L am sorry to be-
&lo with an apology. Some time ago
I attended a celebration like this jn
Unity, In Waldo county, and there
heard Gov. Dingley refer touchingly
to Unity as his birthplace. I after-
Ward learned that the Governor was
| also born in Durham, in the county of
Androscogstn, and I know that noth-
{ing but my presence here prevents
| claiming that he was born In’Bruns-
| wick, too. And I feel like apologizing
| for being here, for it will hereafter be
lan honor to have even shared in the
| virthplace of Gov. Dingley.”

The Dog Stayed.

| A souns business man of Harlem,
who didn’t love dogs, surprised his
‘ wife the other night by bringing home
a disreputable looking, half-starved
mongrel.

Now, it's all right,” he told her.
]"Tnm dog s going to stay here, and |
think when you hear the circum-
stances you won't object. About three
blocks away from the house this dog
deliberately stopped In front of me
The beast looked as if he had not
eaten for days, never had a home and
had been kicked and_cuffed by nearly
|everyone. He looked at me In such
.an appealing way tBat I couldn't help
stooping down and patting him once
or twice on the head.

“I thought no more about the mat-
ter and continued on my way home.
When I had gone a block or so I sud.
denly felt something cold and wet
against my hand, and turning round,
I saw this poor beast, out of gratitude
for my having just patted him on the
head, licking my hand

“Affer this dog gets a few meal.
and a“Wash he will'look ¥ery different
the way he looks nows Anyway,
it him to stay.”

|
“At least you will congratulate me| %¢ dog stayed.—New York Sun.
on one thing?” I ventured. . . o e
Edna's eyes were still snapping sparks | nlis” sordia s,
of fire, but hey curiosity led her on. | That the g pltee
My coming marriage. 1 answered | po: i e WG he il i
Yor 'w umb,

as nonchalantly as possible.

“To whom, may I ask?’ she sald,|
looking surprised and, though I do say |
t, and a little |

“Hang. Mrs.
claimed heatedly.

“Let me remind you,” Edna con-
linued unperturbed. “It was that a
working girl should be mistress of

ber own destinles as much as the |
oroudest fady n all the land, and that
she should marry, when she did mar-
FY, to the best possible advantage, and

shaken up.

To Ketchum's daughtér,” I replied. |
You will thus have the pleasure of
belng my step-mother-inlaw.” . |
“Well, I congritulate you,” said
Edna én

lowly, and thén she went back |
IRto the house, leaving me standing
by the gate in something of a quan.|
dary, - ° ~ |
1 bad "told Edna a falselfood, but it
gave me a clue to my proper course |
of action, and when old Ketchum and |
Edna were married a fortnight later, |
the engagement of Mi;
umr to ‘your humble servant was made:
public for the first time. OId Ketch-
um raved, but Edna was a good step-
mother-in-law to me and exercised her
irfluence in my behalf very effectu-
1 was never sorry that engage-
ment story popped into my head as it
did, and eventually I gave Edna our
old engagement ring as a souvenir for
it was a real diamond after all, and
I had not bought it on the instalment
plan, my seeming self-committal to the
contrary notwithstanding.:
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her mouth’s twin roses
¥ with balm,

© eyes of the glad Day clo
And. crowned With scars, sits calm,
Trere ost in contemplation

Of things no mortal sees,
dwells, the Incarnation

sone

—Madison Caweln, in The Reader.

“Strictly Fresh Eggs.”

“These are strictly fresh eggs?”
asked Hiram Hazleby.

“Strictly! Positively! No possible
doubt of § declared . the grocery-
mar.

But what Interested Hiram was that
upon one of the eggs was neatly writ-
ten the name and addr of “Mamie
Duesenberry,” and an invitation to
wkomever recelved the egg to write
to her. Hiram wrote to the postmas-
tér of the small Pennsylvania town
Instead. What information could the
postmaster give him?

“Dear Mr. Hazleby—Miss Duesen

ducing light for domestic use in the
rural districts. "
For generations there was a crylng

that parties will

write us if they do mot

need, a yearning for something better,
which was not satisfied. A fow, ¥

ago deliverapice came in the shape of
the chemical compound, Calclum Car-
bide, from which, by the simple ap-
plication of fater, the gas Acetylere
is derived. Acetylene meets all the
requirements fully and admirably and
is being generally used.

Common lime and carbon in the
terials which, fused in an intersely
heated furnace, make Calcium Car-
bide, and there is no difficulty In ob-
taining it In any part of the country.

The machine Into which the Cal-
clum Carbide s fed and from which
the Acetylene fs distributed through
the building to be lighted, is but little
larger than a thirty-gallon milk can,
apd of the same gencral form. It is
easily and cheaply Istalled, either in
the cellar or In an out-bullding.

The light from burning Acetylene
1s exquisite, and lighting experts agree
that it surpasses all other known fllu-
minants. It does not taint the alr nor
strain the eyes and Is not objection-
able In any respect. Every up-to-date
rural residenca should be equipped
with Acetylene light

ROMANCE IN LIFE OF HUXLEY

Great Biologist Possessed of Unknown
Wealth of Tenderness.

Huxley, after steadfast walting and
earnest upward striving toward his
lite's purpose for elght years, came
at last to the time when he felt he
could provide a home for Miss Hea-
thorn.  With the thousands of leagues
between them, she In Sydney and he

in England, bad  proved the
other's fidelity and devotion. When
Miss Heathorn arrived in England,

Huxley was to learn from a famous
physiclan that she had only six
months to live. But he married her,
and took her to Tenby, the beautiful
watering place In Carmathen bay.
months or not,” Huxley had said, “she
Is going to be my wife” The devo.
tlon of the great blologist broweht her
back to health, and when, after long |
years of happiness, the Hand beck.
ofed and the Volce called for him, he
directed her to fnscribe on his tomb
stone the touching verse:

z
=

“Be not afrald, ye walting hearts that

meer,
For stiil He glveth His beloved sleep,
And if an endless sleep He wills, 50 bes

Gen. Jackson Vine.
The wild grape vine on the shores of
Mobile bay, atout one mile north of
Daphne, Ala., fs commonly known as
the “Gen. Jackson vine,” from the fact
that Gen. Andrew Jackson twice
pitched his tent under it during his
campaign against the Seminole In-
dlans.  This vine, in June, 1897, was
reported to have a circumference of
six feet one inch at its base. Its age
was estimated at that time to exceed
100 years.—Scientific American,

Blood-Curdling Cry for Beans.

A wild man who recently terrorized
the residents of Moultrie, Fla. and
who was described as “a tall, ape-like
creature, hideous, with long, - bristly
bair, and giving forth wild, blood-
curdling cries,” proved to be, when
captured, a Boston simple life en-
thusiast who was trying innocently to
get close to mother nature.—Atlanta
Constitution. .

His Threat.
There was a very naughty boy and
his ‘wother did not know what to do
with him. So she sald, “I will put

you In a hencoop if you will not be-
have.” Then he said, “Well, before
you put me in, I want to tell you that
I will not lay any cggs."—New York
World.

Vandals in Palace.

The famous tapestrles of the Pal-
ace of Fontalnebleau have been cut
and slashed until they are almost in
shreds, and the sculptures and carved
wood mantelpleces have been chipped
fn scores of places. The damage,
aside from that to the tapestries, s
estimated at $85.000.

A’ Metropolitan Market.
It bas many stories. Men fall and
men win here. It requires good com.
mon sense and. an interest in the sub-
ject to win.
he got to his place early and thought
of hothing but his business during the
day—Earl M. Psatt, |

Contributors Honored.
“We announce the decease of the
new migazine,” says an editor—"also
our inability to pay its contributors;
ut, in recognition of their services,
we have made honorary pali-bearers of
all of them, and will give a funeral
dinner, at which we hope to yee them
all."—Atlanta Constitution.
———

itinum Weddi

In the village of Verfux, near Cha-
lon-Saone, France, a couple, age
one hundred and ninety respectively.
Bave just celebrated the seventy-fth
anniversary of their wedding, which
they called their “platinum” wedding
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