‘all right, John, ol’ fellow; m'all
right! Glad to see ye, dear ol’ John!
Have a drink, Jobn! Glad to see ye!"

Blake swayed and fell into John
Burt’s arms.  His flushed face and
reeking breath told: their own story
without the help of the emptied de-
canter. Blake welghed two hundred
pounds, but John picked him up and
Jaid him on.the couch as If he were
a child.

You're knocked out, Jim,” he sald.
“Take & nap, old man, and you'll be
all right when you wake up.”

With a dull smile on his lips Blake
sank into'a deep slumber.

The minute hand of the little clock
erawled, hlf its way around the circle
before John Burt left the side of his
friend. His eyes were fixed on the
but his thoughts

Blake groaned lnd muttered {n his
»lee] At first his words were Inco-
herent, bul as his excitement grew his
volee became distinet, and in a higher
key he exclaimed

“This Is awful—awful! What shall
1 do; what shall L do? I love her! I
love her, and no one shall stand be-
tween us, Do one, by God! no one,
rot even—" The sentence ended In a
moan and agaln he sank lnto quiet
slum

Pacing up and down the room John
stepped’ on & crumpled néwspaper. He
picked It yp, glanced carclessly at the

of some l’-o.-" said Mr. Hawkins sud-
denly. “You told me once, as I re-
member, that you were-born in Massa-
chusetts, dldn’t you?”

“l did,” replled John, “and I lllo
told you that Burton was not my
right name. Now, I'm going to tell
vyou who I am, though you must guard
1ay secret for a while yet—a short
while, 1 hope.”

“‘John Burton’ is good lnnuxh lbr

," asserted the magnate, grimly.
“I know you're all right, and I'll bet
a million on it. Don’t tell me, my
boy, If you run any risk by doing so.”

“There is no reason why I should
not tell you,” said John, after a mo-
ment's gause. “Here Is an advertise-
ment [ recently ran across in a San
Francisco mewspaper. Read It.”

John Hawkins adjusted his glasses
and real the following:

“To John Burt of Hingham, Mass.—
All rewards offered for your arrest by
Randolph or Arthur Morris are hereby
withdrawn, and you are exempt from
prosecution at our hands.

(Signed)

“Randolph Morrls,
“Arthur Morris
John Hawkins read it slowly and
iooked searchingly Into the face of the
young man.
“80 your name's Burt? Ever have
a relation by the name of Peter

grandfather's name is Peter
Burt,” replied John,

“Was he a whaling captain?”

“He was captain and part owner of
the whaler ‘Segregansett,’ " answere

John.

Hawkins vented his surprise In

U

Wlﬂ/ﬁ(x(
-2

¢ate and ndme and ran his eye over
the pages,

The- first (words that caught his at-
tention weto “Miss Jessle Carden.”
Johu Burt stood llke a statue and
read the paragraph which had thrown
Blake Into & frenzy of fear.

wdrd burned itself into his
Instipctively he drew back ltke

Ev
hraln.

the enormity of the thing
eame to hin). Crushing the paper in
lis band, he strode across the rpom
and towerer
man who haj
#hip with an

Blake's e was turned toward him
—the hunzzme‘ clear-cut features ot
the one hie had known since boyhood. |
nstant the impulse lo strike’|
n déad in his sleep came to

act of treachery.

Jobn /Burt. |Then a flood of feellng |
ehegked the swelling tide of bis rage.

“How could you do such a thing. |
4im?" be ¢xclalmed, unconsclously |
aloud.

For hours| Jokn Burt concentrated
his mind on the strange problem which
Bad so suddenly arisen. At times a
wave of anger swept ovef him, but
in the end charity won against odds
which seem £.

It was dark when Blake dwoke from
bls stupor.
elbows
room until
Burt. John
made a pret

“Do you fgel better, Ji
ed, as Blakp struggled
end. passed bis hand weatly across

" hin eyes, 1

“I beg pardon for this foolishness!"

ueu Blake looking rupfully first

and then at ‘the decanter.

"A.l ¥ou know, I'm not given to drink-
ing. 1 felt very bad this morning and
look some brendy-on an empty stom.
ach. 'Are you n\:u 1 sald hothing to
uffend you. John

“You have llld nothing | to offend
me since that day we had the fight
near the creek in old Rocky Woods,

by a blow struck in the |

over the fgure of the |
{i-requited yeprs of friend- ‘

| and F was about twenty.
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rtrange exclamations, and John Burt
was silent, in puzzle

fo him in a few days, and you must
2o with me.
Then

told John Hawkins the
story of his boyhood and of the shoot-
ing of Arthur Morris. He told of his
love for Jessle Carden, and of his de-
termination to restore to General Car-
den the fortune filched from him by
the ‘elder Morris.

“When last I saw Miss Carden,”
sald John, “she was the heiress to a
comfortable fortune. I had nothing
but health, strength and ambition, but
the belleved in my future, and some-
told me that she would wait
I shall see her in a few
days, and [ wish her to be as prolld
end independent of my wealth
that night I left her side, five yeln
2go. She has been robbed of her
irthright, but if my judgment of the
value of L. & O. Is accurate, it will b
cestored to the keeping of her fatfer.

“I have news for you about L. & 0.
sald John Hawkins, “but first tell me
exactly how you stand.”

“The company is organized with one
Lundred thousand shares, of a r
value of one hundred dollars each,” he
said, “with bonds to the amount of
five millions more. Morris holds
thirty-five thousand shares, and his
ussociates twelve thousand. That Is
three thousand less than control_but
Le tmagines that General Carden can-
not exercise his option on ten thou-
sand shares. As I wrote you, I've had
Rlake acquire this option from Gen-
cral Carden. but of course, Morris
knows nothing of this. By private
purchase and in the open market, our
2gents have picked up twenty-nine
thousand shares.”

“Let's see,” mused Hawkins,  “
have 7460, you have 29,000 and an
option on Carden’s 10,000, That
makes a total of 46,460 shares. You
yet lack 3,541 of control. Go into nm
market and buy ‘em,
aone a great plece of work a m.;yr
one than you realize.”

_(To be continued.)

ME BROUGHT THE | RAIN.
Hungarian Mayor Either Worked Mir-
acle or Mace a Great Bluff.
Hungary's great central plain bas

lately been suffering from lack of
rain and the agricultural population
are disquicted in consequence. At
@ village near Grosswardeln ealled

Rozasalva. the district judge—a gov-
ernment official and a man of univer-
sity edu_ation, who must have taken

“John Burt, grandson to old Cap
tain Pete Burt! This is too rich! My
hoy. there’s a feud between the houses
of Burt and Hawkins, but it shall not
extend to your generation. We'll bury
it right now! DId the old man ever
mention the name of Jack Hawkins
o you?"

“Never.”

“I suppose not. It isn't likely he
would.” and again Mr. Hawkins seem-
ed vastly amused. “Well, I was bis
first mate on the Segregansett. Cap.

turt was nearly sixty years old then,
Ix.  There
wai an Idea abroad that no man who
(rod a deck beneath an American flag

| could lick Jack Hawkins. and. barring

ore man, | guess they had the facts
wu--xl up about right. Do you see that

ue ran his fingers through the iron-
gray locks and pushed them back
trom his forckead. There showed a
livid mark with four black circles.

“Those round black marks are the
rrints of your dear old grandfather’s

kauckles,” he sald, letting the hair
Grop back Into place. “They've been
there thirty odd years. Il tell you

Tpw it happened. Captain Burt was a
very religious man, according to his
own standards. He was particularly
down on swearlng. A cuss word drove
him crazy and I've seen him pound g
zan ne-rly to death for a harmlesd
d

- Vo had a sailor named Bilsor,”
continwed Mr. Hawkins.. “He was oue
of those clumsy, aggravating fools
‘vhosé very looks were an incentive
to profanity. It came on to blow one
vight and I sent Bilson aloft. He man
aged to foul the foreroyal clew lines
oud when I yelled at him he laughed
in his idiotic way, and I was bolling
mad all over. While I was relieving
my mind I felt & hand on my shoul-
der, and It wasn't a gentle one, either.

*“‘Not another word from your blas-
pkemous mouth, Jack Hawkins!' sald
taln Burt.

You go to heli’ I sald, vo mad
1 didn’t know what I was’saying.

“He gave me a cuffron the side of
tho head with the palm of Kls Land. It
was not heavy, but it made me crazy.

“'Go below and pray God to forgive
rou! he sajd.

0 man had ever struck me beforé
LM 1 swung at him with wy right. |
caught him a glancing blow above m.-
€ye. He didn't even raise his hand

“Hit mo again, Jack Hawkins!" he
sald, calm as If asking me to pass him

salt,

a0
“I almed for his chin, but caught
him on the neck. It was like striking

g

2 legal de d a meeting of
the inhabitants and informed them
that the drought might infallibly be
brought to an end if they would fol-
low his instructions. The great bell
in the church tower must be solemnly
taken down from its place and depos-
ited beneath the water of a deep
well. This proceeding would have the
effect of attracting the clouds and
| rain would result—of that his hearers
might rest assured.

Full of admiration for the profound
wisdom of their judge, the men of
Rozasalva wert to work without de-

| lay. The local clergyman blessed the
undertaking and offered prayers for
its success and the bell was solemnly
lowered into the well In the presence
of a belleving and deeply fmpressed
multitude. Ard the next day brought
the longed-for rain.

Whether the immersed bell exer-
cised any sort of influence upon the
clouds that so soon began to collect
above {t, readers probably will be in-
clined to doubt, though the peasants
of Rozasalva regard the miracle as
proved up to the hilt.—Chicago News.

Good Reason.

Two little boys and two little girls
were playing “house,” the hoys being
the papas, of course. All went well
until the papas Insisted upon coming
home te’ luticheon, although their ||
wives repeatedly told them thdt they
should stay down towy in their ofices
and. kil beaks until 5 o'clock. The
argument ﬁ\ Erew so noisy that
auntie cam: 0 investigate.

“Boys, why ‘do you come home when
the little girls ask you not to. s
it because you are so fond of them
you cannot keep away?
“No,” sald Tom disgustedly.

“Is it because you wanted another |
look at your beautiful children?”

No," sald Rob, with even more dls-
gust in his tones. “It's because the
#irls oat chocolate for lunch and we
ent some.’

Reason for errylnn

They were talking about a friend
of bers who had married a bishop |
tationed in Kamchatka, or Timbuktu, |
or some other heathen land.

“I never could understand why she
married him,” sald the young woman.
“She seemed the last girl on earth to
marry a bishop. She cared so much
more for having a good time than she
did" for ehurch work and sewing cir-
cles
“Girls are pretty wise nowaday:

a doctor so whe could
nlvly: be well br nothing: and may-
be this girl
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Mrs. Newlywed's Complaint.
“What will we have for dinner,
wiywed' to her

for the office.
awn  seleqtion,
he *replied, civing her a
8 young h\ubﬂnd‘ will.

“But; George, dur we had roast
pork Monday, roas b ‘“uesday and
roast b(-ef llll nllhl y!

“Wel

'Why can’t they iavent some more
animals? It's so hard to choose from
Just (hnle three.”

make your
sweetheart,

Fork Fad.

Marker—The spread of the oplum
habit is something terrible. 1 am told
‘hat women of the highest class have
been seen going 1nto the oplum jolnts.

Parker—Oh, " that's all nonsense.
Ladles of fashion go to such places
to watch the Chinamen use chop-
sticks. They want to learn how to
eat’ soup with a turk ‘New York
Weekly.

Situation su lum ed Up.

Wifey—How 'do you like my new *
hat, George, dear?

Hubby—Oh, | suppose I've got to
like it, or else buy you another.—
Comic Cuts,.

P o
The Old Question.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego

hld spent the night in the fiery fur-

*Good morning,”  they
when the doors were opened.
hot enough for you?”

With a savage, bafed yell thetr
persecutors fled the scene.—Judge.

remarked
“Is 4t

Better Plan Than That.
The young clergyman was under
the impression that there had been
some criticism because he preached \
extemporaneously. “Do you think I
ought to write my sermons?” he
asked.

0." replied the surpaatie c marden.
“I think you ought to buy t

By Doctor's Advice.
“Excuse me, Soft]

ways wind up your watch immediately
after dinner?”

“For the benefi of my health. You
see, my doctor has recommenided me
always to take a little exercise after
dinne:

After the Auto Accident.
Mother—Oh, doctor, if you trepan
my boy's skull and pot in a silver
plate what effect will it have on his
mentality? |
Surgeon—Well, ma'am, his brain
may perhaps be cloudgd, but the cloud
will have a sidver unédzt—ndn.

No Troubl|

“You know Jones, who Was reputed
<o rieh? Well, he dled the other day-
asd (ke only thing he left was an old
Duteh clock.”

“Well, there’s one good thing about
It: 1t won't be much trouble to wind
up his estate!” y

A Difference.




