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Who Struck James Whitcomb Riley? ‘

With an Account of His Abandonment of
Watermellon ~Habit" More 'or Loss  Truthfully Told' hv

THE R!]VEREND EZEKIL LOUDMOUTH

ler that the reader may un- !
darstand fully the events-leading up“’(ml nntrlno\n .n.‘g whereat the Rev
to'the misadventures hereln set forth, | Ezekil took the floor. -
a brief sketch of the author Is neces- | I don't'keer how high a Jihkey
sary. | 8its /up fu de'Worl’, ner hovl mu:h ru
The Reverend Ezekil ILoudmouth | White folks he tries to e’ll o
had beca .the pastor of a colored | right hack to his natch'ul se't,ef “you
<hurch in Indlanapolis but owing to | shet-'im up in a room alone wid a
kis inabllity to recognize the differ-| watah millun. An’' de’ white folks
ence between the debit and credit side | laks watah millug, téo! Did you know |
or the| church's collection accounts |it? ‘Deed dey does! Dey aln't no
:jm aud dritiing to Chicago | ‘Dlkgah problem’ when it comes to
had w0 effectually “back-piidded” that | watah miliun! W'y, when | wuz pas-
the. solo remalns of ministeral | tah uv a little chi'ch in Injunap'lls,
Mte appeared in his comume and the | me 'n Jeems WhitcombRiley eat many
unctiods use of large .and inappro- | 8 §0od ole millun tpgether! ‘An’ Riley
s R sho’ ‘kin eat! W'y, ef you wuz to sdt
The Reverend Ezekil spent most of | im down 'mungst a passel o' dahkies,
his waking hours in'the yarious re- | an’ put ‘em all to eatin’ millun, you
sorts where the gemtlomen- of bis | couldn’{ tell fom ‘zaminin’ de Fidgs
color most do congregate, taking such | Which wuz Rileys an’ which wuz de

it the Fats might seud In the culhld folk
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Vent to his house one day, I'did
erambs which fell to his share.

(great, big, square house made outen
red brick—etan's on Lockerby Street,
1 knows right whah it is—bin dah’
mo’ times den I got fingers an’ toes),
ap’ [ rung de do’ bell, an’ sen's in
n |'wb'd ‘at | wants to eee

ratio to the times of plenty and
| eongequence the talk of-feasts to come
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©p. an’ | wuz a-dolu’ de Moblle burk. /4 suit o' his ciotkes 10 go bome in—|

Cab’'d me out, he dld, about fo'{I1'd done. fixed up -a ghose story,

s 'm town, an’ stopped righ ln | tole 'im. On my way home, Istopped | 2.
fromt. uv a blg ole fahm whah ynu.nl Riley’s houee—see how he tomu e Baylev ftarm lo
could hyeah de milluns jes' alaughin’ | out. An' dey tole me he wuz sick in, gowt 4o farm house
an’ atalkin’ an' a-snigglly’ In- dey |bed. ‘W'y, alw’t you hyern It? ser| pride 1,
ste bes, lak dey wuz goln’ o buss open. | dey. A’ dey showed me whah de| v “'_';;,f"h

‘xxn'mhs ald he'd bin hit (n de head! Lo comes

*‘Now,' sez Riley, ‘dls ole - feller it
here ralses de bes’ milluns in de state; | 8’ helt up an’ robbed! ST: ‘An't ml|

but he keeps.a mean dog, an’, dey say

ke watches his pateh o' nights wid & | went 1n whah ‘he wuz, ap’ &'1: ‘Fren'| , Fam !n’h-uhlrla ,.u_.:'.;:x..m.;.'

shotgun. - 1 don’ know how true 't is | Riley, whut's de mattah? S'e: )m( Toe through T Waiee 13
“S7: 'We'll go whah dey's do bes' | tah?—matttah? W'y, Rev'unt, 1 didp? '“:, oy, mall hease aad

milluns, an’ take de chances!’ S': | thaink you'd do me thata-way!' S'T: K11y o0 oo i Wil e tar

‘I'm done walked too fur to back wa. | ‘Whut'd 1 do?" ‘Do? sez he, ‘do? Wy,| @iagbam property.

tah now!" §': ‘I'm a ole han' at dis ynu broke a watahmillun ovah ms’ 16.

4! ‘At's whut you dome!’ S'e:!

business—foller e, an’ you'll wah -
diamon’s’ An’ #'1: ‘L'es’ keep close .\n head hu't me %o I could babdly gtt| No wawe iiud;

together; so's we won't lake [one |to town. Dfm ‘speck I kin w.rllc none | {x’?ﬁbﬂ&?':k'um
other far .de man’ S'e: “Grend!’ | foh & week’ S'e: ‘I wouldn't mine 1t Frice $a per scre. il

50; but de millun wuz green!' An’ he| lef part pay.

“Well, arter we'd bin in ¢ah a while,
lallus acted col’ to'atds o arter dat |

18.

an’ aldn't see per hyeah nothin) we  allus act " toand .
Bot bel'; an’ ralsed up an’ wen{ to, But n't got nothin® —nl‘ M“w
walkin’ ‘roun’ dab, lak we owned) dg\mllhm all de sgme.” sopiion 1. b
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place (‘ca’'te me wanted de bes’ mil-
luns In de patch)—an’ | kwah we got
los' foin one ‘nother. But we wuz
dast to holler. Made up' ma mine to
tase a pleca o’ miliun, den fine Riley
‘W g0 home—already bad & sackful
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S'e: ‘No Reverent; aln't it|hid down 'side de rallroad track to tate the Take. I he RSty of amall fruit aad shade trepds Swe
‘. : i worh #1,50 avd it ‘what the
S'1: ‘Yes, an’ 1 don't 'pose t0 | home wid me. Went up to a stump,. | -n'ﬁ the bulldiogs ‘are Tusured for 3! buldings wouly Sost e Bl ouse abd"3
ray 1t4' S'e: ‘Whut you goln’ to do?< did, an’ I brought a millun down "cross| Lesers m..:;";.":."‘.;{..ﬁ:‘.‘."m e e s
mus hab mailluns to eat!’ | it—'bam!" An’ de stump jumped up “';l:mh-‘ e, -h':lum'lv'"-'! 91,500 very eaay.
hﬂr t; Rjley, dedyl IL;H o fabms | an’ tuck arter me! An' I thought | one o i In«mm ...,.......‘.'.‘:2 ‘ J 6‘_
‘roun’ byeah, an’ on dem fahms dey's |hyea'd a gun g0 off—bud-du-ec!’| or-numm pe s and 1
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SPLINTERS.
. A rott.smile—Ginger ale.

He Is all write—the wﬂﬂml‘"
secretary.

Hot .afr s too Inqunuy -htlhl
for réal wisdomi
Ul
A stiteh 1n me may save nige, bt .
it will 1ot work If ms tear is your
house rent.

Sorvices that are repderbd me of,.
ctarge ae usually too eheap o be
appreciated.

There may be & IHp ’(vln tnq zq.,
3nd the lip, but the old toper’is
willing to take thd chanceés.

The tree is known by fts frait, but
you usually have to put up from ntty
cunts 10 §1 & buskey/ o become wise.

People cannot be b).pmed for. umu,
their troubles to their'triends, for it

costs good ' money to tell tuem 0
h'nr

Jaggles—What dld it cost you for

Waggles—I gayé him & Y in ex
chenge. -

Bread cast upon the waters ia: De-
cember will return next spring in the
five-cent plece of ice M I8 left &g
your back door: - ;

Some /people spend big money for
electrig lights and gas when their
home might be pleasantly illuminates
by o few smiles,

/Estelle—They -u that Mt 6f guests
was dreadfully padded:

Adelo—I'm wil)'ng ‘o make uum
that some of them vnn.

-Ppcnr—mm mmum 7

Mhqu\l L
- Johnny—Meraly llnnmo -ﬁ
of the speech st otir house.

Patrick—Shure, m h' did ,-




