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The Star of Bethlohem is ¢ “heine i Meld taat ine Mavy w_~a -esiéant or
f wondrous powey. It has fascinated | located in the cast at the ‘lme the
wages of the East and philosophers of | star appeared to them. Yet acov-ting
the West. [t has been discussed these | to the plain terms of the statement,
nizeteen bundred years by men of | they must bave been located in the
¥rying mimds with & freshness that | west. Anatole means (1) the rising
never fafls. It excites a glow of fer-
¥id Iove in the Lreast of the saint. It [ on; {2) the dawn or dayspring; (3)
bindies the dylug embers of hope in | the east or Orfent. Whichever mean-
the soul of the siuner. It is the ray | Ing you adopt the beholder must have
of Heaven’s own light to the aflicted. | been west of the star. The star must
+ It beckons the prodigal back to the | Wave pointed to or boen at Jerusalem

Father's home. It glves strength to | when first observed by the Wise Men, |
the Nving. 1t Liings peads to the dy- | Therefore the Wise Men must have
iy | been west of Jerusalem.

Hat thouglh a mysfery of awe to| 6. It was a fixed star—not érvatle |

ta

argels, ft (s a Sywbol of Love Divine | m

pro- |

in ity movements. The to
was u..mljl’u- the Wise Men,

t
foundly interert evers Jutelligent in- { were' skflled astronomers and knew
quirer.after truth. That we may the | the difference botwven a star, a plan-
better -understand the subject and | ct. a comet or a meteor, for all of

| were distinet  mames.
Hence plaget comet, meteor are ruled
out -by 1‘2 word aster (star), And
| hence we conclude that the Star. ia

he. East was a fiacd star. :

which thers

more thoronghly appreciate the ways
«of God with man,.| propose to treat
fhe subject under the following heads:
he star wax a real, true, pona

star—not a mere temporary jmis
aculous ereatiou for the specificpur

It wiw w star In" th

|

i
rowe i of the zodlac—the Sign of Judea. Thix
itAs allowed by all - authorities [ is an important factor. /Amoug the
that the Magl {f Wise Men, were | anclonts there was\u pagt of the heay

called the zodlic./ It was a belt
cireling tho heavens on cach side of
| the ecliptic, or apparent path of the

learned. They would, therofore, make
use of words and terms with discrim

JMhution. But  not ouly were they
they  wedo  astronomers, | xun amoux the stars, within which the |
. when (hey used an astronom- | larger planets alwass remain. It ex-

would use the appropri
deseripitive of the
< Thpy wse the word

“ tended to
of the eoliptic.
Fueiny parte calladjthe Sikns of the

which means an ordinary and | The different countries of |
Perwanent star, not an extraordinary carth were divided among the
w tem ulg dudea belonged to th
Now, fn the Mar bewied only [ wlen pisces, the twelfth,  The Magl
Ira twotoll siandfiestion—diterully or [ 1lke all other astrologers or adtr
furatively. In i fheurative seaso 1t | omers, belioved (o “that division

of the heavenly bodies from the horiz- |

But they |

gn Plsces

1ght derees on either side |
It was divided hllu‘

ave Been a Magian Star Werg the Magi. or Wise! Men, Kcuitic Druids?

1 ’ y ’
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Junction of Mars aad Juj.ler ca the
night of Dee. 25 fn the year of Rome
747. Next year Saturn jolned Mars
and Jupiter, and according to Dean Al-
ford, the eminent commientator, the
light of the three planets blende¢ and

ppeared o the beholder as one light.
| Whatja beautiful illustration of Trin

ity In"Unity—the lights of three plan
| ets blended into one light! er con-
| frmed Kepier's calculation as to the
conjunction of the planets. Wieselor,
who followed, makes.the conjunction
n AU C.
| tivity now agr
1t s remarkable too that the conjunc
tion of the planets took place In the
slkn pisces, the Sign of Judea. This
theory 15 also free from the objoctiony
| above referred to.

But beautlful as ix the theory, Bibli*
cal conditions compel us to reject it
! Clirists birth ok place, according to
| St Paul, in “the fulness of time”
This fulueas of time Is an astronomi-
cdl espression meaning the comple.
tion of & cycle, or the revolution of )
uphere In Its orbit. That cycle,
revolution,  occupled  thousunds
yedrs {n It completion. A we have
seon, the Star of Bethiele
periodic time, which must u,
have corresponded with “the fullness
of time."”"
Mars, Juplter. Saturn are all hnown
and are of short duration Even it
we apply the perlodle time to the con
furctions of the planets the object

SUIE holds gool. The times of
conjunctions are Lnown and

paratively short.  So that \u.(m.
| ax i the theory of Kepler, v must

ook elsewhor
which

dimiss it

ki

o Mar fuliils all

‘s o

traced some of the
Let
and discover the.star that

or other civil ruler, an
Cocweslastical teacher, and perhaps no Y conditions of the star.
. I is uot used in ita metaphor- | us now tr

Ieal xense here. Therefore 1t means @ | fulfils these cq
real star we shall briefly
theorles put forth wd held by differ-
ent people, some of them, men of
great cminence fu thelr own particn
lar sphere. We shall also show the
untenableness of the diffcrent by poth-
exls.

I—The star vax not an asgel
less a father of th
ophylact held this view.
it was an angelic apparition.
angels were sent on message

So far we have

- It wis -a star in motion- uJ

changed ity position in the heavens.
Motlon 15 charactgristic of all the
heavenly bodies; and the words of
the sacred narrative are, “The star |
went before thom till it came.” When
first they saw the star it occupied a
ticular spot In the sky. Now, how-
it has‘a different position, not
¥ because of the change in (ltg
ficld of observation. but absolutely by
chasge qf location in the Leavens. No

No

No doubdt
fro
| Heaven to men. and the Ang !l Gabriel

Houbt | was “used” in the Aguunciation. Iint
its This will appear more plafn- | the angelic vision would  disappear
Iy from our next proposition With the accomp ishment of the ob
3 it was a star that had an asters- | ject. Not so fhe star: it remained
flee=1t nliod at a pirticelar point in | 1—The - star- was not s mefeor.

a

the sky abeve th The statement iy |
very distine came and stood i

1. This view has boen larsely held, 1t is
asserted (hat some kind of meteorie
Phenomenon would best mect the ne-
cessities of the case, meteor
or be
pherie friction
or else would fall to the ground and
become extingulsacd. Its appearance
would be almost momentary.
HI—The star was not a comet. One
of the greatest fathers. of the church,
Oregen, held this view. But not all
the weight of Oregen’s great scholar-
ship could obtain credence for such a
belicf. Just recently thid-theory of a
comet has been revived, unconscious.
Iy, ‘however, that Oregen was the
father of it. Prof. David Forbes in
England and Prof. Servissin America
both claimed to” have identified the
Star of Bethlchem with Halley’s com-
et. At the tim¢ I refuted the theory in
an article that appeared in the Chica-
%0 Evening Post, April 11, 1903,
IV—The star was not a conjunction
of planets. This Is the most feasible
as well as fascinating theory. It iy
that of the great astrono: Kepler.
He calculated that there xas a con-

over where the young child was.”

‘4. It was u sar that moved in an
orbit—it hdd a periodic time. This
15 & most We
are told that Herod privately learned
of the Magl “what time the star ap-
peare: The margin of the Revised
Version gives us a better. because a
more correcy translatidn of the
phrase y rThe time of the star
that appea: ' But the literal ren-
dering Is “thw time of the appearing
star.”

b, It was a tar that had a rqlative
position fn the sky--it was In the
“ast. Assuming that the correct ren-
dering of “acatole” Is “In the oast,”
then it has reference to that particu-
lar part of the heavens to the east of
the observer. The observers, there-
fore, must have been west of Jerusa-
fem. This Is & point to be borne In
mind, &3 we shall have to refer to it
mare particularly later on. The con-
clusion here arrived

by the

church than The- |

o |

But the periodic times of |

mingham, M
the Gaelic priests or Drulds tast the SRR
star of Bethlohem appeared, let'us go
| bakck to primitive times, when Mag-
| Ism was lncorporated with Zoraster:
ism.

Besides Ahura-Mazda there were
the Amesha-Spentas, or “the lmmor-
tal Holy Ones.” There was a third
class lower thau the Amosha-Spentas.
| Among thix class were Mithra and
| Tistryn.  Mithra was the spirit of |
Tistrya was the
spirit brightest star in_ the
trm nt Sirfus*  Ultimately
Mithra became assoclated with Ahura.
| Mazda and placed almost on an equal-
| Ity with nim, S0 we may exclude
| Mithra from our caleulations.  Tis.
[ tya, next to the Diviaity, became the

geserally which we have

|
that pasties will write e

| Nght, or the spn
of

the
or

the Exchirge Bank, Bire

ich.

The following is a partial et of farms,
ity and village lots and real estate

for sale. As our

‘Tt is constautly changing, e request

if tucy do mot

sce what they waat in this liat:

| A
bfect of the Mugi's revercace,  Sirius | 85004 ipalr: @ pple tree
was hiv star, and thus became to the | g 180" Price pame. hv-.m
“the 18 Just out-ide of the liybier
Mag! “the star. 22 cyamct be beaten for anyens my .
Dalaaw, the itab u‘.[.' Cliel Muzlan, farm_ sultable for smal’ fruit %
’ ¢ BT e e T e san Tes e
or Arch Druid of bis tuie wus a | {ileysuing dap:
prophet like larbongl of the Gaels. fn
his prophecy. whieli «till lives, he ut- v

tered. nuder the jnspiration of Jeho- |
vah, “The star sasl come
b Birtas was
Magians.
o rulers

Wit ot Ja- |
the star” to all the |
The stars symbolized kings |

He cwhom Sirius. symbol-

f2e0 therofore, would be greatest of
| an Kings
1 we conld comnect Sirlus in avy
WAY With Jucob at the time of the
Nathvity there coull be no question |
Atar of Bothie

A% to the

the Sign of Palestine or Jacob, or
tand of Judeay, That pare of the hoay
ens RBOWD a5 Plces Presentod a niost
cmarkable <pect A e tme of
¢ Nativity,  There 1 o lor Nesoua

1t

the conditions. (a) It was in an expe:

| elul sease the Magls star. gBh) 1 has
a periodic tme (1 Its fi‘?\mmn i
of indetinite length, (4) 1t was in the
slgn Plsces at the birth of our Lord,
W0) 1 believe we can fnd a peculiar- |
Ity by which 1t could be called “His
Star”  That star wasx Sirius, the |
brightest in the firmament of heaven. |

1. ¢ can arrive at our final
Is necessary
g about the Wiy
Who yere the Magi?

learn
o

to

Magi
| ¢ they come from?

of the word Magi 19
ubit It is gener
supposed to be primarily a Per
A, but the Per only a
i oi 1 <inal. Onr word Mazis, |
of which Magi is the plural, is but the
Latin readering of the Greek Mage
the Persian of which is probahly Muz
Maz is cognate to Maj in Major, Ma
1 Magous and Mo in Mezas (Raw.
linson) e un intengtive and
means mueh or all” n Ahura Maz da,
| Persian name for God. it means tho
| all wise or all powerful |
The Irish word Druld means wisdom
ar Magian. It Is worthy of rocord
that the Irish Seriptures render “thera |
came wise men from the east” by
“there came Druids from the east.” |
The Irish words are: “Draioch o naird |
sholr go Hivrusalem,” which shows |
the Irish belief that the Druids wero |
Maigians, |
It is a matter of history that part of |
the Gaels or Irish in the westward

| The etymold

> or

f
1

re

wovement of the e returned by
the valley of the Danube and settled |
own name to Asia, and called melr[
abode Gael-Asie. or Galatla, as it came
Whether the Drulds or Magl to
whom the Star of Bethlehem appesred |
Galatia Is imraterial, for they were
all the same Guaelic race. Huving, as

{ Nativity, 1903,
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the Unity of the Deity
assnming that B. ¢, s the correct
year of the Nativity, ch scholars |
assert, there was one year before the
birth and three after it In the sym
bolism of n:mbers one s Unity and
three Trinity. But the one year he.
fore birth somified the past revels
Uon of God, « ¢ unity of the Deity. The
three years bfter the birth symbol-
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- ch and
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ety lot e year
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