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with the polit-

She was no- ordinary woman, this

born diplomat and
poleon would sooner trust any desper-
até forelgn mission to her than to most
of his representatives.

Why, then, was she in Germany?
Her appearance on the scene was like
& blight to Paul. The conditions had
really been bad enough before, but now
they were rendered doubly serious.

When Hildegarde and her compan-
fon argse to leave the garden, he saw
the cquntess also make a move.

He held his breath when he saw
her brush up against the German
beauty, throw back her vell a moment
and speak rapidly to her, at the same
time pressing a note into the hand of
the fairly surprised Hildegarde.

Paul noticed  that the countess
dropped her vell agaln the moment
she left Hildegarde's slde.

What was the reason of this scrup-
ulous care?

Did she wish to avold recognition
by Paul? He had never cared for ber,
though dazzled for a tme by her beau-
ty and the scintillating brillluncy of
her intellect. Now he positively hated
the dashing charmer, and could even
see evil befall her with grim compla-

mfn who kept her under constant sur
velldnce gave him the Impression that
he belonged to the secret police of
Berlin,

Then her mission to Baden was no
such dead secret as she might up-
pose, and If she gave her enemles good |
and sufficient cause for an arrest, the
beautiful Frenchwoman who dared to |
take such risks In order to galn the |
royal favor of Napoleon might see the
Inslde of a German bustile sooner than
she dreamed, even in her most san-
guine moments.

Paul had much to consider while
walking to his lodgings. Belng pos-
eans, Paul had a very lux-

urious establishment, which  Karl

shared with him of late.

The old woman who took care of
the several flats usually walted up,
though Paul could always enter with
his key, and this be did on the present
eccasion.

To bis -Ilrprhe, the
turned up. Karl must
home ahead of him.

With a smile on his lips he ab-
ruptly entered the sitting-room to
see the figure of & woman rise frum a
ehalir by the table where she had been
reading and to feel a cold hand lald
upon his heart as he recognized in his
late visitor the charming enchantress
and shrewd female dlplomul, Countess
Almee!

lights  were
have reached

CHAPTER X.
A Stormy Interview.

Paul knew he was in far a siege as
s0on as his eyes fell upon his visitor,
and It required all the fortitude of
which he was possessed to brace him
1 for the encounter.

He took her hand in a perfunctory
way, and would. have immediately re-
leased it only she refused to let him
€0 50 easlly.

“Ah! you men forget so easily. It
1s the poor, weak, loving women who
have to suffer,” she said, with such
exquisite pain in her voice that Paul
might well have been inclined to pity,
anly that he knew her so well.

“Countess,” he sald, steadily, with a
stern face, that betrayed his design,
“your remembrance of me Is very
kind, but surely the present time and
conditions are hardly suitable for a
lady's visit. Had you informed me
of your presence here, I should have
been pleased to have paid my respects
to you at your hotel.”

“Ah! that was what I did not wish
1 am not stopping at a hotel, and they
do not know me here as the Countess
Almee. Berides—it was mydgsire to
surprise you." ‘\ B

“You certainly accomplished that.”

“I thought, I believed, you would
be overjoyed to see me. and 1 had
looked forward with such eagerness
to this meeting. Since you left Paris
I have hat the blues and have grown
actually thin."

She said this €0 boldly that it had no
effect, for he knaw it was false. It |
anything. she was more plump than |
ever, and, as to her moping, he had no
doubdt she had been through a constant
round of gayety, breaking new hearts
every week, and accepting generous
presents from her ardent admirers.

“That Is too bad, countess, but you
should not allow cares of state to wor-
TY you 80.” he sald.

“Ab! you are blind; you will not
sce. You want me to tell you openly
it |s the torment of that little god
Love that has harassed me.
Do pity upon a poor woman who,
ulnln. a queen for years, suddenly
finds ‘herself the weakest slave,’

“I am sorry to hear you say that,
countess,” Paul remarked, coldly.

“Sorry!™

The hands fell from the bewitching
tace, now pale with sudden anger, and
her sloeblack orbs flashed Inciplent
lightning as the realization dawned
upon her that her scheming had, after

an ».n n vain.
you do not know what won-
.ul Inv. has wrought ere now,” she
said, glowly, and just at'that moment
Paul had a faint glimpse of the natural
‘Woman beneath the coquette.

Such remarkable women have
lived at all times since the- days of
Cleopatra and Anthony, and \heir pass-

through the world Is always

strewn with 'ﬁ. shipwrecks of mortal
. The countess smiled  mockingly.

Ab! 1 know where your love has
lnnmm.u the
hite-faced doll you en!
mwmmm 50

[ —— ———

ical plots that kéep the pot boiling and
seething. Long ere you left the gar
den a paper I sént to her was In the
bands nl the secret officlals of Bis-
marck.

Paul started as if shot.

He began to understand the villainy
of whigh a jealous and unscrupulous
woman might be guilty.

“What did that paper contain? I de
mand that you answer me!” he cried,
showing signs of excitement at last.

“Apparently a cipher which could be
easily read, and which Hildegarde was
instructed to pass on to the next agent.
who would cargy It swittly over the
border to Paris”

“And - the cipher—what  was It
about?” savagely.
“Oh! a stmple recapitulation of the

number of men available whom Ger
many could place on the border, and
some hints as to the best line of march
a French army could take on the road
to Berlin.”

Paul hated her at that moment worse
than he had hated any one in all hisy
lte. -

She read his thoughts “You meag
to betray me to the authorities?”

“It would only be fair. . In that way
I might save your (ntended victim.”
AR! you do not dream what a hor
net's nest you would bring down about
your ears It you attempted that. And
do ydu think they would believe you,
whose ‘name was signed ta the note |
Buvi Hildegarde? At this very mo
ment agents are watchiny this house.

belleving 1 have come here to have a
secret couference with you about -po
litical matters

“1 am lost!" he groaned.

“Wait. There Is a chanca of escape.”

“You mean you have terms to pro
pose.”

“Fly with me. 1 can
Bismarck’s bloodhounds. We ach
Russia, where we will' be n.m Only,
promise that you wili be faithful to
me while life lasts. It is all [ usk
all 1 care for. With that | can well
vay good-by to the world.’

Eagerly she waited for his answer.

It came speedily enough,

Paul folded his arms.
self yp to his full height, and looked
her sternly In the eyes.

“Before I would reward such base
treachery I would thrust my hand into |
the fire and let it burn to the stumg.’

His words completed her demoraliz
ation, and she threw aside the mask.

“You cast the offer of my love away
like a tattered glove. Well
live for revenge, Monsieur Paul

I shall find means to wring your proud,
cold heart. No man ever treated me
as you have done, and it has arouscd
all the devil in my nature. I shall
have a terrible revenge, do you hear
me, & revenge best sulted to such an
fosult. And now I will relieve you
of my hateful presence, but you can
depend upon It. you are already a
marked man among the King's sol-
dlers, and a guard will remain to
watch your future actions.
‘were, and no other shall possess what
fortune has denied to me.” and,
flashing eyes, in which he saw murder
rampant, the adventuress glided from
the room and was escorted by him to
the lower door of the houss

CHAPTER XI.

Led by Destiny
It may be safely assumed that Rhine
lander, after that stormy interview

with the countess, did not feel much |
like sleep.

he drew him |

i e : v 4
as though un- HE KNEW HIS BEES.
o e ihe | Worked on & Bes Ranch and Learned

betrayed more or

., she could not
seen Faul bending
holding her two

d beaming upon |
her with what appefired to Le the most | |
devoted attention.

No wonder her curfosity was aroused |
and she hung upon his words with ea-
gerness.

“This woman hap conceived a sud-
den dislike toward you. She has no |
scruples about worklig you injury.
and has arranged |a miserable plan
whereby you may [seem to be impli-
cated with her in treachery toward the
Kalser.”

The girl's face grew white. To a
patriotic daughter of the Rhine, there
could be mo greatpr evil befall one
than to be accused pf such a crime. }

“lmipossible!  Who would belleve |
such'a thing?" she murmured. |

“In these troublous times men are
ready to belleve the strangest stories.
Spies there are in | the heart of Ger
many. Oue was discovered only a few |
days ago within court circles, a woman
who had been trusted almost implicit. |
Iy, She 1s now shut up in a fortres
Let me trv to explain.” - |

“Proceed, myn T

(Tobe qmmnu.d

HER PAGAN CHILD.
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e
the task )s done, the baby's
#ald @ woman friend the ot

asleep,”

| er evening as she dntered the sitting |

| nose worn throughj a little doll.
unr\\.l even |

|
|
|

|

I shall |
You | was robbed of a tiny bit of Its finest

will curse the stupldity of this hour. | blue, and whose halr was as if it had the obverse impression, have the effigy | o
| Chinese

Mine you |

with |

Long he tramped up and down the |

rooms, for ‘Karl had not yet arrived
At length he retired. and when Karl
came in he seemed to be sleeping; yet, |
through the rematuing watches of the
night, the American lay there and ar
ranged plans, just as when a child he
had built houses out of cards, to knock
them down the mext capriclous o
ment.

Another day dawned

Paul remembered his promise to his
sister, R

It must be kept, painful though the
interview might be.
know that at least she had a father
with an unsullied name. and that there
was a brother ready \o love and pro
tect her, In whose afms she could
weep.

Accordingly he hastened to_the ad
dress he had received on the previous
night

He had already. noticed as a queer
colncidence that it was in the
strasse as the house where Hilde,
resided. This did not appear to be the
only resemblance, since the building
itself had a familiar look.

Passing upstairs and asking to see

the young lady, he handed his card to *

the attendant.

Through the doorway came a vision
In white, and Ppul's nerveless arms
fell flat to his sides.

For. strange to say, It was not Sister |
Beatrix who floated In through the
doorway, but Hildegarde herself.

And. like a flash, it came upon poor

| pulling,

room and piled on the table what ap
peared to be & very considerable por- |
tion of a toyshop's stock. There was
a little rubber Lord Fauntleroy with
its mouth agape and the end of his
red

gowned and belted and with a tin jew
el’at her throat, called Betty: a still|
smaller object in human form, onerleg
goe and a_ hole (u the top of the head

called  Johuny: a white sawdust

stuffed dog with one eye missing and
tail in a state of collapse from frequent

called Jip,
kiiown as Moo

“I believe that some of my ancestors |
must have been Chinamen.” continued
the mother, “and that their disposi

and a rubber cow

tons, long hidden through successive
Kenerations, are reappearing in my
child.’

One would not suspect it to look at
| the child. The little girl of the fair
est complexion and most cheruble ex-
pressions, to make whose eyes the sky

been spun from the sunshine.

“But you see.” said the mother,
“when a Chinaman dies and is buried
they put in the grave withhim cloth
ing and food. and perfumes, reed torch
| es and horses to be at his convenlence
in the other land. Well, my baby must
haye at her side a8 she goes to sleep
all the toys with which she is wont
most to play” with during the day so
that she may have them with her in
the land of dreams.”*

CLOCK3 OF PAST AGES.

How the

t Mugalicent Timeplaces
o
The word clock, derived from the
French gloche, rman glocke, signl
fles bell, and up to the fourteenth ven-
tury 1t was only uted to designate a
bell which was struck at certain pe
| riods of time indicuted by the bour-
glass.

andials or “gnomons” were the first
instruments used in measuring time,

| every sheep In a pncl of two or three

the Industry it was found that the
| black bee, from near the River Po, in
Italy, was the b s s it d *or th ir pur.

away from London Ly the great fire. It |

E. Showalter while talking to a group
of horsemen in the Hofman house lob-

by a few evenings ago.
‘Oh, you needn’t give me the lauzh;
s0. I've dome it.

“Of course it isn't every one who can
do it—just as there are few artists
that can catch the expression of a hoise
and put it on canvas. It's on the same
principle that some shepherds know

it

housand.
“When 1 wad a young man [ went
west from Kentucky t0 locate. 1 was,
cha with the beauty of souther
California and settled for a year or twi
|at San Diego. I found that I wou
| starve there If I tried to practice lay,
|50 1 turned to almost the only thifig
at which one could make a living tien
in that section, and went on a bee
ranch

There you go again! Becaltise/you
never heard of anything but horsef you
Imagine a bee ranch doesnt pxist
Well, It does. That whole sectfon s |
|'rlrlhu|l) covered with a whitq sage,

e bioom of which makes perhaps the |
but honey in the world.

o

Consgquent- |

railway statfon are the rulus of an old
Aztec settlement and  curious hiero
glyphics carved on rock.

on through rallroad and Pullman tick-

ets where the holders desire to visit
the Petrified Forest

stove .while
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Shade of the Palm.*
The (‘. . &D Ry. have inaogurated
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1y the country has been divided into | m

great bee ranches and the production
| of honey became quite an industry
“Some of the best pure white honey
on the New York market to-day,” sald
Col. Showalter, according to/the New
York Times, “comes from San Diego.
In the course of the development of

pose. Well, | worked for gbout a year |
on a bee ranch and becamg so familfar |
[ with the bees that 1 learned to' distin-

guish them from each other.” |
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The Mubonic Flague

The plague of to-day is the lineal

descendant of that which was clearec

of many
teaches us

represents epidemics
which histo devastated
Europe during past ages—pests, these
abolished by the disappearance of dirt
which forms theirrsoll and  breeding
place. We know the germ of the
plague. It was discovered by Kitastc
in 1594, and independently in the same
vear by Yersin, whose protective serun
is used as a preventive,

The germ is a somewhat shortened

oue

and there is but little doubt that the &nd rounded bacillus, that flourishes at
lcag granite pillars which we call obe- |8 temperature approaching that of the
Jlsks were used by the Egyptians i blood. Apparently the germ does not

not as actual sundial bands, at least
for some astronomical observations of

| the movement of the sun. |

|

Clepsydras or water clocks and snnd |
clocks came next In order. The flow |
of sand through a small orifice is au

'accurate method of measuring -time,
| for the exit of the sand is always reg

Beatrix should |

ular; but water Is influenced by
laws of hydrostatics: when the v

the

| full the water rung out faster than

| to attend to the clock.

Paul that, in some clumsy manner, he |

had succeeded In'mixing the numbers.
and thus made a mess of it.

However, since the damage had al-
ready been done, he must abide by the
consequences.

when 1t fs nearly empty

Candle clocks, or tapers on
were colored bands indicating
much was consumed in a certain t

which
how

were also used. and their fuveniion
attributed to Alfrell the Great
this method Is evea more. susceptible

of error than the previ
In most lar=a cities a public record
of the Hight of time scems to have
been kept by some method or othe
in St. Paul's n paid a
salary to an Iu,(.uu, w kept a
record of time; and in 1371 find
one employed at Westminster palace
The first por
table clocks are attributed to a Ger
man named De SSuable, and are sup
posed to have been made in 1300; but |
| it 18 not till 1480 that we find mention |
| of a clock made so that "he might
carry it with him to every place whith-
er he might go."—Jewelers' Review.

we.

Lost the Lord's Nickel
A little boy who goes to bunday‘
school every Sunday always receives a

| nickel from his father to place in the

Hildegarde was evidently struggling |

under a varlety of emotions: but she
had been taught how to keep her feel
ings under fair control, and, besides,
the German maldens are so very mod: |
est they never wear thelr hearts upon
their sleeves for daws to peck at.

As Paul had ere now. fully deter-
mined that this sweet girl was lost to
him, that circumstances had lifted her
far beyond his reach, allowing him,|
only the chance of worshipping at a

great distance, as the Aztec might the | father, exclaiming.

glowing sun, what did it matter, any
v

“Of course, you are surprised to fee
me here, and I assure you | am In.
clined that way myself, but, since [
have stumbled into your' prasence, |
must say something that is on my
mind. Will you condescend to listen.
Fraulien Hildegarde?"

PP RO S L e ——

| tather gave him two ni

1 boy sat on the porch steps in the warm

i
|

.

collection  plate.  Last

unday hls
kels. saying,
“One s for the Lord ana the other
is for . yoursel As It was too early
to start for Sunday school the little

sunshine playing with the two nickels.
After a while he dropped one of them
and it disappeared down a crack.
Without a moment's hesitation and
still clutching the remaining coin in |
| his clenched fist, ha looked up at his |
“Ob. pop! Thers|
goes the Lord's nickel!" |
Order for Watches. |
st single order ever given
for watches was received by an Ameri-
can manufacturer from a London firm, |
last . year, the former agreeing to de- |
liver to his customer 2,000,000 time- |

pleces within twelve months. |

|1y infectious

| they will touch all thy

multiply by giving off “spore |
seedlike bodies, but by simple Aiviston
of the parent germs into others. It i |
sily killed, A temperature of 212 |
fegrees Fahrenheit destroys it quickly
and acids also act efficiently in this di
rection. Yersin found the plague geri
living in the soil in affected pl In
the earth it uppears to be non-virulent
but placed in another environmen

the animal ! it

its diseasc-producing  powers

heep, pigs, cats. and, of course.
y It Lt the dp;

mmunity from tie atten

buoes,”  th becom
known as the “bubon.c p .
The fleas which infect the rat are|
also credited with hare in the dif- |
fusion of the ailment, for, charged with
the mictobes, these parasites will in
fect other rats, or may possibly inocu-
late man. Hence the crusade against

rats which has been ordered and ad
vised. It may be added that in one
| form of the plague the lungs are lia-
ble ‘to ve specially involved, and the |
oughed-up matter in (hat case is high- |

Terrier Narses Lion Cuba.

An interesting sight Is now to be
seen in a London zoo, where three lion
cubs, about a month o.d, are being
suckled and braught. up by an Irish

terrier, who is as proud of her foster
children as if thay were her own pup-

Ples. All four occupy a nearly square
box, lined to keep thy cubs warm. |
Nothing, it ix said. can exceed the a

fection of the dog for the cubs, and |
the pride she shows when they are ad-

mired is quite touching. The two lion- |
esses act like kitteps and are as harm-

less.

Redeoming Ayiatle Tarkey.

Astatlc Turkey is [0 be rescued from
semi-barbarism by the construction of
$140.000,000 worth. of rallroads, one of
which will run through Euphrates val. |
ley trom end to end| The new roads
will follow the old catavan routes, and/
principal eities

THE CHILDREN ENJOY

Life out of doors and out of the games which they play and the enjoy-
ment which they reccive and the efforts which they make, comes the
greater part of that healthful development which is so sssential to their
happiness when grown. When a laxative is needed the remedy which is
given to them to cleanse and sweeten and strengthen the internal organs
on which it acts, should be such as physicians would sanction, because jts
compouent parts are known to be wholesome and the remedy itself free from
every objectionable quality. The one remedy which physicians and parents,
well-informed, approve,and recommend and which the little ones enjoy,
because of its pleasant flavor, its gentle action and its beneficial effects, is—
Syrup of Figa—and for the same reason it is the culy laxative which should
be used by fathers and mothers,

Syrup of Figs is the only remedy which acts gently, pleasantly and
naturally without griping, irritating, or nauseating and which cleanses the
system effectually, without producing that constipated habit which results
from the use of the old-time cathartics and modern imitations, and against
which the children should be so carefully guarded. If you would have them
grow to manhood and womanhood, strong, healthy and happy, do not give
sthem medicines, when medicines are not needed, and when nature needs
assistance in the way of a laxative, give them only the simpie, pleasant
gentle—Syrup of Figs.

Its quality is due not only to the excellence of the combination of the
laxative principles of plants with pleasant aromatic syrups and juices, but
also to our original method of manufacture and as you value the health of
the little ones, do not accept any of the substitutes which unscrupulous d
ers sometimes offer to increase their profits. The genuine article may be
bought anywhere of all reliable druggists at fifty cents per bottle.

to remember, the full name of the Company
CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP CO. - is priuted o
the front of every pack-

age. In order to get its

beneficial effects it is al-

ways necessary to buy

the geauine only.
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JOHN A. SALZER SEED COMPANY, La Crosse, Wis.




