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- HE birthday of Abra- |

¢ bam Lincoln brings |

N5 ) citizen feelings  of |
reverence  such_ s |

vatal day of but one |

other man who ever |

terved  the uation |

Particularly In  the

west, which gave to f

the country the great |

statesman. whose pa |

triotic services Am- |

erfcans  will mlways |

remember with gratitude, should the |
day be an honored one. Reminis

cences of the life of this most dlstin-
guished son of llinols will be welcome

reading now.
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INCOLN'® extended repu

N tatlon as a wresiler and
firater frequently led him

into  combats which he

would willingly have avold-
ed. One of these encoun

ters 13 thus described:
Scarcely  bad' Lincoln
reached” Coles County, and begun to
think what next to turn his hand
to, when he recelved a visit from
% famous wrestler, one Danlel Need
ham, who regarded him as a grow

ing rival, and bad & .fancy to try
Lim a fall or two. He considered
bimself “the best man” in the country,

and the report of Avo's achievements
filled his big breast with envious pains.
His greeting was friendly and heurly,‘
but his challenge was rough and per-
emptory. Abe valued his popularity
among “the boys" too highly to de-
oline it and,met him by public appolnt-
ment in'the “greenwood,” at Wabash
Polat, where he threw him twice with
50 muci ease that Needham's pride
was mote hurt than his body. “Lin-
colu,” said he, “you have thrown me
twjce, but you can’t whip me.” “Need-
replied Abe, “are you satisfied
thiat I can throw you? I you are not.
and must be convinced through a
threshing. 1 will do that. too, for your
suke.” Needham had hoped that the
youngster would shrink from the ex-
tremity of a fght with the acknowl-
edged “buily of the patch:™ but finding
him willing, and at the same time
magnanimously inclined to whip bim
solely for his own good. he concluded
that a bloody nose and a black eye
would be the reverse of soothing to
his feeiirgs. and therefore surrendere
the fleld with such grace as he could
comnmnd.

o

Lncon's Gre:t He

NE cold winter day, Lin
coln saw a poor fellow
named “Ab Trent” hard at
work chopping up
houre,” which Mr. Hill
bad employed him fo con
vert into firewood. Al
was barefooted and shiv.
erud painfully while he ‘worked
Lincoln watched him a few moments |
nd asked him what he was to get for
the job. Ab answered “one dollar,
and, pointing to his naked and suffer-
Ing feet. sald that he wished to buy
a palr of shoes. Lincoln selzed the
axe, and, ordering the boy to comfort
Rimself at the nearest fire, chopped up
“the house” so fast that Ab and the
owner were both amazed when they
saw It done. According to Mr. Rut-
ledge, “Ab remembered this act with
the livellest gratitude. - Once he, being
& cast-iron Democrat. determined to
vote agalnst his party and for Mr
Lincoln; but the lends, as he after-
wards sald with tears In his eye
made him drunk, and he voted against
Abe. Thus he did not even hlvo ln
opportunity to. feturn the noble
duct of Mr. Linco'n hy lbll lmzll
_ measure of thank
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Lincon a5 @ Vayagewr.

F Lincoln’s trip down the
\Mississippl pn a Satboat |
innumerable tales have |

been told. Perhaps the

best of these describes the

voyage which he made in

the employ of & merchant

pamed Offutt:

lnun with barrel-pork. hogs. and
oorn, the boat set out from Sangamon-
town as soon as fiaished. Mr. Offutt
.was on board to act as his own super-
cargo, Intending to pick up additions
0 i stock along the banks of the two
Illinols rivers. down which he was
about to pass. On the 19th of April
they arrived at New Salem, a little
village destined to be the scene of the
| seven oventful years of Mr. Lincoln’s

tfe, which Immediately followed the
conclusion of the present trip Just
below New Salem the boat “stuck.” tor
e night and the better past of a day
on Rutledge’s milkdam,—one end of 1t
hanging over the dam, and the othor

sunk deep In the water behind. FHere
was a case for Abe’s tngenuity. and he |
exercleed It with effect.  Quantiiles of
water were being taken fn at the siern

(he Iading was sliding backwards and

everything indicated that the rude
craft was In momentary danger of
breaking in two, or sinking out:izht

But Abe suggested some unheard-of
expedient for keeping it in ce while
the cargo was shifted to a borrowed

boat, and then, boring a hole in that
part of the bottom extending over the
dam, he “[igged-up” an equally strange
plece of machinery for tilting and
holding 1t while the water ran out.
All New Salem was assembled on
shore, watching the progress of this
singnlar experiment—and with one
volce afjrm that Abe saved the boat:

hough nobody Is able to tell us pre-
cisely tow. The adventure turned
Abe’s thoughts to the class of difticul-
ties, one of which he had just sur-
mounted, and the result of his reflec
tions was improved method for
litting vessels over shoals.”  Offutt
declared that when he got back from
New Orleans, he wouid build a steam-
boat for the navigation of the Sinza-
mon, and make Abe the captain; he
would bulld it for runners for’ ice,

and rollers for shoals and dams. for
with “Abe In command, by thucder,
she'd have to
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Eom GommnJr o' M.

N incident. occurring

pduring the Black’ Hawk

war. well illustrates the

character, manliness and

chivalrous generosity of

Mr. Lincoln. |

) One day an old Indian

g found his way into (he
camp, weary, hungry and helpless.
He professed to be a friend af the
whites; and. although it was an
exceedingly periious experfment for

Oue of his co or. he ventured to throw

| bimse.t upon the me:cy of the soidicra

But the men first murmured, and then
broke out into flerce cries for his
blood. *“We have come out to fight the
Indlans,” sald they, “and by God we
intend to do 1t!" The podr Indian,
now, In the extremity of his distress
and peril. did what he ought to have
done before: he threw down before
his assallants a sofled and crumpled
paper, which he Implored them to read
before his life was taken. It was a
letter of character and eafe-conduct |
from Gen. Cass, pronouncing him a
faithful man. who had done good ser-
vice in the cause for which this army
was enlisted. But it was too late; the
men refused to read it. or thought it
a forgery, and were rushing with fury
upon the defenceless old savage, when
pt. Lincoln bounded between (bv-m‘

and their appoipted victim. “Men,
said he, and his voice for a moment
stilled the agitation around him, “this |
must not be done: he must not be
shot and killed by us® “But.” sald |
some of them, “the Indian is a damned
spy.” Lincoln knew that his own
lifte was now In only less danger than |
that of the poor creature that crouch- |
ed behind him. During the whole of
this scene Captain Lincoln seemed to
“rise to an unusual height” of statur
The towering form, the passion and
resolution in his face. the physical
power and terrible will exhibited in
every motlon of his body. every ges-
ture of his arm, produced an effect
upon the furious mob as unexpected |
perhaps to.him - 2s to, any one else
They paused, listened, fell back, and
then sullenly obeyed what seemed to |
be the volce of reason. as weil as au- |
thority. But there were still some
murmurs of disappointed rage, and
n.n -suppressed exclamations. which
toward vengeapcs of some

kind. At Irn(lh one of the men, a |
little bo'der than the rest, but evident-
ly feeling that he spoke for the whole, |
cried out, “This s cowardly on your |
part, Lincoln!” Whereupon the tall
captain’s figure stretched a few incles

higher again. "He looked down upon
these varlets who would have mur-
dercd a defenceless old Indian, and
now quailed before his singke hand..
with lofty contempt. The oldest of his
acqualmtatices, even Bill ¢ who

saw him grapple Jack Armstrong and
defy the bullles at his back. never saw
him so much “aroused” before. s
any man thinks I am a coward, let
him test It sald he. “Lincoln.” re- |
sponded a new volce, “you are larger
#nd heavier than we are” “This you
cun guard against. choose your wea-
pons,” returned the rigld captain
Whytever may be sald of Mr. Lin-
coin’s choice of means for the preser-
vation of military discipline, It was
certainly very, effectual in this case. |

There was no more disaffection in his |
camp, and the word “coward” was |
never coupled with his name again. |

Mr. Lincoln understood his men bet-
ter than those who would be disposed |
to criticise his conduct. He has often |
declared himself, that his life |
character were both at stake, and |
would probably have been lost, had he |
not at t.at suprémely critical moment
furgottea the officer and asserted the
man.  To have ordered the offenders
under arrest would have created a
formidable mutiny; to have tried and
punished them would have been fm-
possible. They could scarcely be call-
ed soldiers; they were merely armo
citizens. with a nominal mllitary or-
genization. They were but reeently
enlisted, and thelr term of service
was just about to expire. Had he
preferred charges azainst them, and
offered to submit their differences to
a court’of any sort, it would have
been regarded as an act §f personal
pusillanimity, and his eMcldacy would
bave been gone forever. \

\ms Sense of Humor.

HEN Mr. Lincoln |

wus postmaster at
New Salem, [1L.. his
easy good nature
was sometimes im- |
posed upon by In
conslderate ac
quaintances;  and

| one of the devices by which he sought

| tears.

| truer, than the other;

| or look, and never

Lo stop the abuse is related. “One
more Johnson, an Ignorant but s
tatious, u, used 1o go to Lin-

1

en

proud m

coln’s postoffice every day—sometimes
three or four times a day, It in towr —
and inquire, *Anything for ..e? Thkis
bored Lincoln, yet jt amused bim, Lin-
com fixed a panf-wrote a letter to
Johnsun as coming from a negress in
Kentucly, raying| many good things
about  opossum, dpnces, corn-shuck-
ngs, ete.; ‘John's!| come and sce me.
and old master wop't kick you out of
the kitchen any mgre!” Elmore took
t out; opened it} couldn't read a
word;  pretended 'to  read ft; went
away; got some friends to read it

they read it correct)y; he thought the
reader was fooling |him, aud went to
others with the saihe resul'. At la

he said he would gpt Lincoln to re
it, and presented {¢ to Lincoln
was almost too much for Lincoln,
he read it.  The man
afterward: higg here for me?

ad
but
never asked

‘An

e Motters Tritute.

HE delt| which
President/owned to his step- |

mother f9r her tender care |

and cunx}.ml love was al- |

ways gratetully acknowl- |

edged. A pathetic picture |

of this gentle lady in her

last days i ‘heu\ls follows.
“Mrs. Lincoln wis never able to
speak of Abe's cunﬁpvl to her without |
In her intervigw with'Mr. Hern- 1
don, when the sands of her life had | |
vearly run out, she spoke with .lrep‘
emotion of her own|son. but sald she
thought that Wbe was kinder, better.
Evén the moth-
er's instinct was last as she looked
back over those long years of poverty
and "privation in the Indlana cabin
when Abe's grateful| love scftened the
rigors of her lot, agd his great ueart
and glant frame wgre always at her
command.’ ‘Abe wap-a poor boy,’ sald
she, ‘and 1 czn say (what scarcely one |
woman—a mother—¢an say in a thou-
sand. Abe never gaye me a cross word
efused. in fact or
appearance. to do anything I requested

the great |
|

him. | never gave him a cross word
in all my life. * *|* His mind and
mive—what lttle Il had—seemed to

run together.

After he was elected President’ (At

| a stakeholder
had a horse race w

ton.
to be a judge of the race, much against

coln i3 in this country when I die.

away to woep, .Md then, wiping her
eygs with her apron. went.on with the |
story. ‘He was dutiful to me alws
1 think be loved me truly. 1 had'a
son, 0 was ralsed with Abde.
Both were good boys; but | must »a
both now being dead, that Abe was
best boy | ever saw, or expect to cce
1 wish | had died when my
died. 1 did not want Abe to run for
Fresident: did not want him elected
was afraid  somehow,—~feit in’ my
heart; and when 1e came down to see
me. after he wzs clected Pref:dent. |
still felt that something told me that
something would befall Abe, and that
1 should see him no more."

‘Is there anything in the langiage
we g¢peak more touching than that sim-
ple plaint of the woman whom, we
must regard as Abraham Lincoln's
mother? The apprehension fn her
‘heart’ was well grounded. She ‘saw
him no more’ When Mr. Herndon
rose to depart. her eyes again filed
with tears; and,
as If lpath to part with orie who talked
50 much of her beloved Abe. she rald
“Good-by, my good son’s friend. Fare-
well

husoand

Lngee Stump Speech.
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INCOLN'S untque methods
of

campalgning are thus
ibed Ly an  eyewit
This was on the oc
casion of his first nomina

tion as a leglslative candl
date:

"Mr Lincoln's first ap
pearance on the stump, In the
course of the canvass, was At
Pappsville, about cleven miles west
of  Springfetd. upon the occasion
of a p.mz( sale by the firm, of

Poog & Knap. The sale gver. speech-
making was about to w.-g?.‘ when Mr.
Lincoln observed strong $ymptoms, of
inattention in his audience, ad
taken that particular mome u-
gage In what Mr. James A. Herndon
pronounces ‘a general fight’ Lincoin
saw that one of his friends was suffer-
ing more than bv liked in the melee:
and. stepping Into the - crowd, he
shouldered them sternly away from
his man, until he met a fellow who re-
fused to fall back; him he seized by
the nape of his neck and the stat of |
his breeches. und tossed him ‘ten or
twelve feet easily.” Afger this episode
—as characteristic ofhim  as of the
times—he mounted the platforin, and
delivered, with awkward modesty, the
following specch

who

entlemen af Fellow Citizens, 1
presume you a | krow wio Lam, Iam
humble Abrabham Lincoln, 1 have
been solicited by triends to be-
ome a cand ‘he degisiatures
My politics are short wad sweet, like
the old woman's dance. 1 am in favor
of a national tank. 1 am in favor of
the internal-improvement system and
4 high protective tariff. These are my
sentiments and political principles. It
elected, 1 shall be thaukful; if fiot, it
will be all the rame

In these few sentences Mr. Lincoln
adopted the llead.ng principle of the
Whig  party—Clay's ‘American Sys-
tem’ In full. In his view, as we shall

sea by another paper. from him when
again a candidate [n s34, the internal-
steln. required the dis-
proceeds of the sales
of the public lands amongst the states
He says nothing of South Carglina, of
| nulification, of disunion; and on these
tects It Is quite probable his views
cre like Mr. Webster's; and his sym
pathies with Jackson. The opinions
aunbunced in this rpeech, on all the
subjects touched by the speaker, were
as emphatically Whig as they could
be made in words.

¥

Lincoln's Steriing Inecty.

INCOLN possessed the ju
dicial quality of mind.in a

degree so eminent, and it
was so universally recog
nized, that he never could [
O/ attend a horserace wi:hout
being tmportuned to act as
a judse. or witness a bet
without assuming the responsibjlity of

“In the spring or sam
mer of 18;

b George Warbur
I got Lincoln,who was at the race.

his will and after hard persuasion
Lincoln decided correctly; ana the oth
| er judge said: ‘Lincoln is the fairest
man I ever had to deal with; if Lin

1
want him to be my administrator, for

he s the only man [ ever met with |

His (neffable purity in deter

| e v
| o0s mrtgage o8 & por
70u lose it

wringing his hands |

that was who'ly ana unseifishly hon-|

est -
He was bere  miring the result of a scrub race haa
actually set bis colleague to thinking
this polnt the aged speaker turned 'of his latter

Real Estate
Exchange

Of Whitehead & Mitchell
the Exchange Bank, Bir-
mingham, Iﬂieh.
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