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"It Is Naught, It Is

Old age Is occaslonally as foolish as
It 18 usually wlse.}

It’s just as mucy of a erime to take
& walk as it is to gteal a march. .

Possibilities are All right in their
way, but they neve prove anything.

A'girl should havd a chaperon until
she can call some other chap her own.

An adherent of the\faith cure says
the red lights in a drug store are dan-
ger signals.

Too many people resemijle a ball of
twine—they are completelX wrapped
up in themselve:

| Lots of people will never make any
preparation for the bétter land until
| they see an excursion advertised:

The count of Castellane and ' the
prince of Monaco are completely es-
tranged. Still, somehow or other the
world will peg along. T

A man who Insulted the flag was
fined $100 and costs. Those who com-
| mit this offense would get the stripes |
1t some people had their way.

It s mlprr-{ed that certain ‘con-
gressmen would look upon that plan
for an American Monte Carlo thirty
miles from Washington as a capital

thing —capital capital.
The freak pounded to death in a
moment of rage by a South Dakota

showman may have been half human
as claimed, but no one will argue that
for the brutal wretch who killed It.

Tod Stoan pald $1,000 for the. prisi-
lege of cracking that waiter over the
head with a champagne bottle. In the
future probably confine tim-
self .to the pastime of cracking cold
vott

As between short skirts and clean
strects the Women's club of Baltimore
has decided in favor of the latter. The
wearing of long skirts on the streetsy
by women i3 a material addition to the
city’s sweeping forces, therefore the
Baltimore women 13
thoroughly consistent.

The Insular commission in declaring
that Porto Rico and the Philippines
Amerlcan territories,
scems to have arrived at this queer |
decision by a confusion of national |
| and international law. As a matter of
fac'. the commission probably under-
stoc. that such a decision would be
convenient for varlous reasons and
therefore fitted the law to the facts
rather than the facts to the law.

—
The French bureau pt agriculture
shows In a recent report that Spain is
more entitled to be called “sunny”
than Is Italy. Abeut three thousand
hours of sunshine bless: Spain each
year, while Italy Is favored with sev- |
eral hundred fewer hours of the sweet-
ness and light in which Spain rejolces. |
But much depends on the men upon |
‘Whom the sun shines. Misty and shad-
owy England, for example, and not |
radiant Spain, is a controlling force in
the world:

The Choctaw Indlan, untamed and
only hai-clvilized though he may be,
some qualities that stand  out
strongly by contrast with the actlons of
hisywhite brethren.  For Instance, a
Chobtaw who was under sentence of
death was released on bail, showed up
on punaual time at the execution
sround and was duly disposed of, ae-
cording to Choctaw law, while a Chi- |
cago poliician, out under $15,000
bonds, bas not been seen since his case
was called for trial.

Investigation of the subject of the
distribntion of terrestrial magnetism

| way,

the Buyer, but When He Is "Gone
Rs. Way, Thoi He Hesstoths-—Tovr.
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buts xhun

prisons as the
world imagines. If you think that the
-only time kings and queens come forth
from' the royal gates Is in procession
and gorgeously mendqd.,yo mi
taken. Incognitio, by
and clothed in citizen’ lppll‘el or the
dress of a working woman, they come
out and see the world/as it is. In no
ofher way could King Solomon, the
author of my text, haye known every-
From my
in disgulye,
day have walked Into a store of
made clothing, In Jerusalem, and
stood near the counter, and heard a
conversation between a buyer and ‘a
seller. The merchant put a price on a
coaty and the customer| began ko dicker
andlsaid: “Absurd! fhat edat #s not
worth what you ask for it Why, Just
looksat the coarseness of the fabric!
See that spot on the pollar! Besides
that, It does not fit! |Twenty dollars
for that? Why, It is pot worth more
than ten. They have'a better article
thén that, and for lowqr price, down :
Clothem, Fitem & Brother's. Be

)

ter, father, slumbering In
“the inland home, in some vision of that
| night catch a glimpse of the ruin
“wrought, they would rend out their
hair by the roots and bite the tongue |’
till the blood spurted, shrieking out:
“God save him

What suppose you, will come upon
such business  establishments? and
there are hundreds of them In .the
citles. They may boast of fabulo
sales, and théy may have an unpre-
cedented run of buyers, and the name
of the house may be a terror to all ri-
vals, and from this thrifty root there
may spring up branch houses in_other
cities, and all the partners of the firm
may move into their mansions and
drive thelr full-blooded spant and the
families may sweep the street with the
| most elegant apparel that human art
ever wov magnificence
ever achieved. But a cur {s gather-
fng surely for those men, and if it does
not seize hold of the pil! and in one
wid ruin bring down the temj

| or ea

| that, 1 don’t want it atl any pgge. Good | commercial It will br
morning.” “Hold M the merehants | their peace, and they will trem!
“do nou go offythat way. I w to | gickness and bloat with dissi,
sell you tha' coat. [ have some pay- | and, pusied to the precipice of this
| meats to make and I want the money. | Jife, they try to hold back and ery
Come, now, how much will you e | tor n.lp_(uuv 1o help will come: and
for that coat?” “Well.” sald theicus- | they will cluteh their gold to take it
“Lwill split [the  differ along with them, but It will be snatch-
ed ty dallars, and I s ed from their grasp, and a volce will
Now, 1 will give .you ffteen r son a far-
; And

at  that

roll under

his arm started
own place of business,

and enter his

and Solomon in disgulke followed him,
He hvard the customer as he unrolled
the coat say RBoy ave made a

bargain. How much do you guess
for that coat? Well," said

one, wishing to cq
p ‘you gave
Another si k you
it cheap if you gave twenty-five dol
ars.”” “No." s the buyer, in tri-
umph, “I got it for Il}n-t-n dollars. 1
beat him down and pointed out tha |

imperfections, until I Yeally made him | {ngyence

believe it was not wopth hardly
thing. It takes' me fo make a bar-
gain. Ha! Ha!" .0, pfan, you got the'
goods for less than they
positive falschood; apd no  wonder
when Solomon went back to his pa
and had put off, his disguise. that he
sat down at his writing desk and
made for all ages a crayon sketch of |
you. “It Is naught, it lis naught, saith
the buyer, but when he Is gone his
then he boastetly.”
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all the world tha
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the great citles of thiscontinent
casual promise is as gcod as a bond
with piles of collaterals. Their repu-
tation for integrity 1§ as well estal-
lished as that of Petrarch residin
the family of Cardinal Colonna. It
related that when there was great d
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process by
repro-
» which it |
Nothing but |
hood can represent as pes
’ fection bodts that rip, silks that spee-
| dily lose their lustre, calicoes that im-
| mcdiately wash out, stoves that crack
‘ under the first hot fire, hooks insecure-
| 1y bound, carpets that unravel, ol |
| urlv\mw rejuvenated with putty and |
| &luc. and sold as having been recently
’ manufactured, gold watches made out

‘N nted as
| realiy does not have.
or fal

| ~I1

of brass, barrels of fruit, the biggest
rated |
um\ strychnine, hosiery poorly woven, |
of domestic  manufacture
gn lal

| claths
shining with fo

e in. the fa e cardinal |
[junbazceyizquoftamily Phegcard | Boods “represented us rare “and hard
called all s people together, and put) $29°5 AERFERCRIC B8 Hre |
them under oath to tdll the truth, ex- “; h mu. D oD o e g |
cept Petrarch; when he came up to t B

| swear, thegardinal put away his book

and said: F'A: yonr
word Is sufficient.”
world stood have there been so many
merchants whose transactions ca
stand the test of the | ten
ments,  Such bargain
the more to be honord,
have 7ithstood, year after y
tattons which have fhing so many flat
and flung them so hard, they ca
recover themselves. While all
tions in life have powprful besetme
to evll, there are spedific forms of

for yoh Petrarch,

lurement which are peculiar to each | and col

occupation and profession, and it will

has lod to the sion that the seat
of the abnormal magnetization Is
within the layer of the earth’s crust,
which is subject to temperature varia-
tlons ard that the lager s thin fn:
deed. To arrive at a clearer concep-
tion of the causes of unsymmetrical
dis‘vibution of the earth's magnetism. |
the earth is supposed ta be, In the first

be useful to speak |of the pecullas
of business men.
First,.as In the scene of the .text,

| business men are offen tempted
| sacrafice plain truth, the seller by ex-
aggerating the value of the goods, an
the buyer by depreclating them.
cannot but admire an pxpert salesman.
See how he first indudes the customer
lnm a mood favorable to the proper

irstance, a unlif
sphere, and then It Is pmpnsvd to de- |
duct the theoretical mngnmuuon}
from the actual magnetization at cor- |
responding points on the earth's su--\
face. The chart obtalned reveals the |
existence of (hrc:l residual magnetic
north poles and three south, poles. The
strongest of the north poles is situated |
to the .east of Patagonia, the others/

| belng In China and the United States. |
| The strongest residual south pole Is in |

the French Congo, and the others are
in the Bering Sea and near Tasmania.
The most important result obtained is
the determination that this distribu-
tion of the magnetic irregularities has
some connection with the abnormal
dictribution of temperature.

It is rare that a statue is placed,|
where it suggests so much in life of
the person commemorated as that of’
Franklin, recently unvelled in Phila-
delphla. The statue stands in fron of
thé postoffice bullding, and Franklin
was postmaster of Philadelphia. On
the site of this postoffice once stood the
university which Franklin founded
The feld where he flew his kite is hard
ny, and Independence hall s not far
To those who know the history
zl the locality, the statue is eminently

deration of the value of the goods.
He shows himaelf to He an honest and
frank salesman. How carefully
lights are arranged until they fall ju
right upon the fabric! | Beginning wit
goods of medium quaiity, he gradually
advances towards those of more thor-
ough make and of more attractive pat-
tern. How he watches the moods.and
whims of his customer! Withew
perfect calmness he fakes the orde
and bows the purchasdr from hig pres-
ence, who goes away having made up
his mind that he has bought the goods
at a price which will allow him a living
margin when he again sells them. The
goods were worth what the salesman
ald they were, and were sold at a price |
which will not make it necessary for
the house to fail every ten years In or-
der to fix up things.

But with what burning Indignation
we think of the Iniquitous stratagems
by which goods are sometimes disposed
of. A glance at the morning p:
skows the arrival at ome of our hotels
of a young merchant from one of the
inland cities. He isia c¢omparative
stranger in the great city, and,
course, he must be shown around, and
it will be the duty of kome of our en-
terprising hosses m esport him. He is

of

of the ot
the llrll-

B

One of the curlous things about the
dispute between great Britaln and the
Transvaal s the fact that the “ult-

a large p has plenty of
i) aud mowir? and {t will pay to be
very attentive. The ¢vening is spent
at a place of doubtful amusement
‘Then they go back to the hotel. Hav-
Just come to town, they must, of
course, drink. A friend from the same
mercantlle establishment drops In
apd vsage and generogity suggest that
they must drink. Business prospects
are talked over, and the stranger Is
warned ' against certain dilapidated
mercantile establishments tuat are
about to fall, and for such  kindness
and magnanimity of caution against
the ther  business

We |

Never since the |

| upon seme «

|

|

dishonesty of
houses, of coursc 'Illlummy

. the king.

matchless
but from the facto
pattern already
unsalable palmed off as a
untry mer
town to make
drygoods  and going
z00ds wi

Tmp
in the ne

indeed!

xt stree:. |
and |

home |

N fien temp:-
their « rfere with

the interes ul.  God sends |
1 into the to get ed-

¥s are sent to school

los

gain. disappol rity,

the dishonesty of others. panic, and
blank suspension, are but different

sons In the school. The more busi-
ness the more means of grace. Many
have gone throush wiidest panics un-
hurt. “Are you not afraid you will

break?” sald some one to a merchant
in time of great c vmm-nm excite
ment. He replied, L Is

A
when the fiftieth pmlm br
fitteenth verse, ‘call upon me in
day of trouble and I will delive
The store and the countin
house have developed some of tue mos+

¢rs. Perhaps orig
¥ ittle sprightiine.
fore€, but two or three hard busines
thumps woke them up from their |
lethargy, and there came a t
development In thelr hearts of
was good and holy and en
tremendous, and they have be
front men in Christ's army
as lighthouses in the great
traffic. But business has been perpetunl
depietion to many a man, It first pull-
ed out of him all benevolence, next a'l
amiability, next all religious aspira-
tions, next all consclence, and thoug!
he entered his vocation with large
heart .nd noble character, he goes out
of it a skeleton enough to scare a
ghost.

Men appreciate the Importance of
bhaving a good business stand & store
on the right side of the -m!;bnr in
the right block. Yet every place of
business is a good stand for ‘spiritual
culture. God's angels hover over the
world of traffic to sustain and build
those who are trying to do their duty.
Tomorrow if in your place of worldiy
engagement you will listen for it,
may heard a sound louder than the
rattle of ‘@ vs and the shuflle of feet
and the (“ink of the dolla:
into you 1), saylng:
\* God and his righteous-
ness, and a.l c\her things shall be ad-
ded unto you." Yet some of those
sharpest at a bargain are cheated out
of thelr immortal blessedness by stra-
tagems more palpable than any “drop-
game” of the street, They make in-

us |HIrn to ashes,

ages that
ho in all his business life could
outwitted, at last tumbled intc
o dolnluuon. and was swindled

But the com-

I yet be stabtied by
a greater conf ln!lﬂn even the last
one. Bills of exchapge, ponuu of In-
surance, mortgages and bos
government securit]

sumed in one uc!h;‘ma flame, The |
Bourse and the Udlited States mint will |

Gold will run molten
Into the dust of the street. Exchanges
and granite blocks of merchandise will
fall With a crash that will make the
earth tremble. The flashings of the
great light will show. the righteous
the way to thelr thrones. Their best
| treastres In heaven, they will go up
and take possession of them. The
(tolls of business life] which racked
thelr, brains and msp)d thelr nerves
for sp many years, will have forever
ceased here the wicked
from| troubling and the weary
rest.’t

coase
are at

TAXATION IN ITALY.

Poor Fay Twico as Mu
the Rich,

tely
a
Not only is everything taxed
aly, Hut the taxe
in the wor st
pay it proportion twl,
rich, [says the' Gej
For {n ltaty
life st w
bread

in It-
rranged th;
. the poor
as much as the
Magazine."
aries ot
der them
the meat and the
sugan, which pay, while the luxuric
though greatly taxed, too, bring in a
compnratively small amount. One lux-
ury, |ndeed, §s an excction— the Tta}-
fan state lottery, in whish all classes
of the community, down to the
poordst who can scrape 20 cent
her, take tickets ever
Italian nove
has shown In he
“uce 1" and in some of her
Ortpr stories, the far-reaching harm
this qystem of state-enc ouraged
ling gauses, the supcrstitions which it
engen and the deprivations which
it sometimes necessitates But it brings
in 60,000,000 lire a year to the govern-
ment, and all but the smallest places

are so

rao

gamb-

in Italy have their banco lotto, where
ticke{s for draw at the
ght “whe taken, and
where, on Sun, of winning

numbers, with perhaps a_yellow and
a red rose against those held by local
gamblers, may be seen. -But after all
the lotto s optional, while the taxes
are not. So beead and su,
thrice what they do in
opratassa on

“dearer than

traveling in Italy any-
where' else, while salt is heavily
mulcted for revenue purposes. Hence

. though here
itis o inguish. In spite
of the assertions of thé Secolo and the

other advanced papers, the right view
appears to be—so Milanese eyewitness-
es of last year's riots inform me—that
wheréas In most other places and es-
peclally n the south, the disturbances
were really due to want of food and
abject poverty, there, on the contrary,

| where trade is much more flourishing

and work much more plentiful than
elsewhers, the agitation was Indus-
triously fomented for political ends

PECULIAR DRESS.

What the Natives »
to Charen.

I

snesla Wear

B

Miss Elizabeth Baldwin,
al jat Ruk, wrote
h at

on her ar-
as follows of the
that station, which
also as a school house for the
sars the Missionary Herald:
he church holds ahout 250 and is al-
ways well filled at service, Quite a
number nd the services who have
not forsaken yet theiy heathenism and

ri

native chu
serves
oy

their scanty, dirty ¢lothing, immense
ear ornaments, extending almost to the
walst, and other barbaric adornments

make the contr; ve
n them and the Christian natives.
The Christian men wear trousers and a
ofien having the shirt hanging
over the trousers, and the wom-
en wdar ‘Mother Hubbards! We have
1 women attired in a shirt, and we
have heard of a couple living on some
one of these islands who, when the
communion season came around, sald
that they did not think they could |
come |to the Lord's table, for they md
been |quar.eling. When asked what |
they were quarreling about they sald |
they bad a new red shirt and had dis- |
puted as to which should wear it to |
church.”

striking be-

A Strange Mulgarian Custom. |
An [old and curious wedding cere-
mony with the Bulgarians s the public
and solemn shaving of the bridegroom |
carly on the wedding day. Whilst the |
barber performs this work the bride- |
groom is surrounded by a dancing|
crowd of girls and lads. His halr hav-
ing been cut, it is carefully gathered |
by some girls, to be preserved in a |
chiest of thé bride. When the barber |
has done he gets as a present a linen |
cloth nd from every one a small plece
of mopey. Then the bridegroom' kisses |
the hand of each girl, washes his face,
and puts on the wedding dress. The
‘attert-not the person, bu: his festive
sarment—must be accurately welghed
three times by a lad ere the bridegroom
is allgwed to put it on, This strange
custom Is said to date back to remote
times | of early Slavonic heathendom,
but still continues, being strictly ob-
served, especlally by the villagers.
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“Ob,” sald Mr. Barnes Tormer, “we
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in this
low par. They put their valuable in a

safe not fire-proof. They give full
credit to Influence that will not be
able to pay one cent on. the dollar.

the office, but I was told that the
audlenice represented fully that much
real & N )
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