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1| an animated discussion on the po“!h~
| of the country.

Louls Gavron was his cousin, and
- Mme. Devoost's companion when she
met Claudine was Louls Gavron him-
self. He had stood carefully in shad-

OW 50 as mot'to be recognized by M
Bertel. Meantime, not a word of the
old man’s eulogies on his work had
| escaved him. Dearly as Louls Gavron

prized the gold medal, he prized those

words of praise from Claudines father
ten times more,

“Ma cherle, my beautiful oné,"
| murmured;
1(&\(

i |

0

he
did you hear what your
her said about my work?
T am so glad you have that gold
(| medal, Louls. Father will think so
much of it. It will almost make him
well I dare scarcely hope, and yet
| do. Oh, blessed Salon Blanc, not only
will it benefit the poor, but the poor

“Dearest!"”
They walked along for a few sec-
| onds. " Then Louls Gavron whispered
| My cousln Devoost has . promised
\lo put In a good word for me with
your father.”

me upon the

|tamily party. M. Bertel's brow

con-
tracted when he saw by whom his
Vﬂuugmer was accompanied, but he
| said, a lfttle stimy

|"“I' must congratulate you, M. Gay-
| Ton, on your success. The medal you
| have gained Is, I hope, only the fir

of'a long series of art triumphs
| Louls Gavron bowed and thanked
| bim, and then the Bertels went home,
never a word mpre being sald about
Louls Gavron of their meeting with
him.

g

| About 10 o'clbck the next day De-

voost arrived.

“Hurrah for the Salon Blanc

‘lhcumd “May they have one every
| winter it it brings ‘about such

| results.
'Why, Devoost,what has happened

| asked M. Bertel.

i a

“Have the poor got
blgger sum than you expected?”

| “Confound the poor—no, I dida't
| mean that; but Louis Gavron’s fortune
|18 made. Two orders, mon' cher, and
| big anes, 00, all owing to the fortune
teller's cave. Look here, Bertel, don't
0u be the only blind-folded individual
| in Belgium,”

| “What can I do? Iam not
| enough to order a statue.”

M. Bertel knew quite well what was
expected of him, but to pretend to do
50 would be to give up without a
struggle. He gave up the fight, how-
ever, when Claudine threw herself on
bis neck and kissed him as she whis-
pered:

“Father, now you have seen he can
work you will no longer nxnu | your

rich

"0( eo-m he won't,” cried Dnoon.
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