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The Island of Alphonso.

We had some dread of savages, and
being totally unarmed, we penetrated
Inland with more anxiety than pleas-
ure at first; but ere long we became
tonvinced that the island was totally
destitute of human inhabitants.

Not a vestige of wigwam or hut, of
road or path, not even of the smallest
track or trail (save such as the wild
soats made) was visible anywhere, and
thus we became lmpressed with new

" emotions of wonder and awe, in tread-
Ing a soil where man lived not—where
no human foot seemed to have trod
and where only the hum of {nsect lite
stirred the solitude of that wild island
of the South Atlantle.

For a considerable distance we
traversed flat ground that was covered
with sedge grass, Interspersed by
shrubs of bright green.® Beyond this
level platii rose a serles of ridges cov-
ered by trees, and those ridges formed
the first slope of the great mountaln,
Which was some thousand feet In
height, and also of the great bluff we
had first descried at sea.

We found Alphonso to be the largest

of a group of three islands. It ls &
mass of rock nearly twelve miles in
circumference.  The other two are

cavernous and Inaccessible, and ever:
approach to them fs dangerous and dif-
flcult, 1n consequence of the foaming
of the sea about them, so that during
the weary days of our sojourn there
we made no attempt to explore them,
lest the longboat, in our e
& priceless property— might be s
ed of dashed to pleces. |

Hislop fuformed me trat he had read
somewhere that in  the month of
March, 1506-the same vear fn which
the great Columglus died two adven-
turers of Spai®or Portugal, named
Tristan da Cunha and Alphonso de
Albuguerque, safled for the Indles on a
voyage of discovery, with fourteen
great caravels.

During this expedition they faund
threo great islands, which they named
after Tristan da Cunha, and elsewhere
threo others, which were named from
Alphonso, who, after their fleet had
been scattered by a Kreat tempest, sall-
ed through the Mozambique channel.
He discovered many sea isles and
channels hitherto unknown to the Por-
tuguese.or Spaniards and ultimately |
reached the Indies, of which he be-
came viceroy for Ferdinand the Catho-
lMe, and died in 1515, holding that
oftice,

It Is very strange that since that
remote period no European country
has turned these islands to any ac-
count, as they do not lie more than
fifty leagues from the general track
of the shipping bound for the coast of
Coromandel or the Chinese seas, and
fn time of war would form a useful
and Important rendezvous for a fleet.

They lie exactly in that portion of
the wide and mighty ocdan where
it was fabled and believed a great con-
tinent would yet be found.

The three isles of Tristan da Cunha,
which lie some hundred miles distant,
have now a mixed population of Eng.
lish, Portuguese and mulattoes; ana a
strong garrison was malintained there
during the captivity of the Emperor

summer sunshine, and again I heard
clamor of their young voices and

air seemed alive

again I heard the pleasant green leaves

hum of many classes poring over their
tudies stole through the mullioned | tlo band of castaways with
3‘“0“ on the amblent air; and-in

y dreaming ear that “drowsy hum”
seemed strangely to mingle with the
chafing of the surge upon “th’ unnum-
bered pebbles” of the lonely shore
close by.

At last, overcome by weariness, by
lassitude and toll, I slept soundly.

intelligence,

We were never {dle; for,

the cook, first brought us
CHAPTER XXVIIL
We Bulld a Hut.

My old tutor at Eton used to say,
quoting some “wise saw,’ that “a lazy
boy made a lazy man, {ust as a crook-
ed sapling makes a crooked tree.”

sealion, which was furnish

greatly to its terrible aspect,
an unwieldly brute, as
small-sized cow,

After dawn next morning we set | d€alt It a severe stroks on t

about the erection of a hut, though
we had no other tools than a small

enough formed two solld walls
for our edifice, leaving us but
others to erect.

As Tom Lambourne sald, “the fellow
who cannot use a hammer or ax Is only
halt, a mgn,” so we all worked hard

! to lle long in wait, and

two

retreat to the water.
Their hearts and tongues
sidered the best food® by t

Napoleon at St. Helena.

Belng thus cast away upon a shore

s0 far {rom the- general track of ships
we resolved to make preparations for
a probable residence of some time—(o
bulld a hut wherein to store our pro-
vislons, and to use every means for
adding to our stock, by angling in the
creeks, which seemed to abound with
flsh, and by hunting In the woods,
Which teemed with goats and boars
running wild; by collecting birds' eggs,
as the cliffs seemed to be literally alive |
With petrels, albatrosses and sea-hens; |
and all these exertions were the more
necessary, as none could foresee the
Dprobable length of our sojourn there,
' A ship might heave In sight tomor-
TOW;. but a year might pass before one
came Dear enough to be attracted by
our signs,

We resolved to have a signal-post
erected on the mountaln top, a beacon*
fire prepared, and amid these and
many other deliberations the night
closed in and found us tolerably con-
tented with our island, and-even dis-
posed to be merry over misfortunes
that we could not control,

. But considerable speculation was ex-
cited wheén Billy Wilkins,
boy, who had been In pursuit of a
little kid along the beach, returned to
us, dragging after him a long spar
which he had found among the layer
of shingles, bright shells and dusk)’;
‘weeds deposited by the sea; and on ex-
amination this spar proved to be one
il booms of the |
Eugenle, and the same which had part-
ed from the brig on the eventful
evening of the punishment.

“It 18 our own propert: sald Billy,
“and may be useful when we have a
fire to ‘light.” s

“Boy Blll, we have a better use for
it than burning,” sald Tattooed Tom;
“‘Us the mast for our signal-post, al-
ready made to hand, and we'll step it

For that night we bivouacked under
s ge tree, the name and genus of
which were alike unknown to us. At
times some were conversing, some
slept, others lay waking and thinking,
with the murmur of the shining sea
close by in their ears; and I could see
the stars of the Southern Cross shin-
ing with wonderful brilliance at the
verge of the watery horizon. .

The novelty of our situation kept me
long awake, and
lo of dry seaweed, with
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We felt very much the want of fire-

rough and shaggy mane, that

with birds

the balls rattling on bat and wickets; | kinds; and now an old musket with a

rustle in’ the old woods of the Tudor | proved more useful to us than the| food is the same as then—a failure of
times; or again I was in the shady | treasure of the Bank of England. the crops over a very wide area, which
where the Hislop strength rapidly. | Teaches almost to the city of Moscow

and his convalescence Inspired our lit-

new confl-

dence and vigor, as they had implicit
rellance In his superior knowledge and

. unarmed

as we were, the task of procuring food
for our general store was by no means
a sinecure to those who undertook It.

Tom Lambourne and John Burnet,

a valuable

contribution in the shape of a great

ed with a
added
for It was

large as a

it all been used for food. The Rus-

It was fortunate for me, however, | They had fallen in with it when n
while on the island .5 Alphonso, that |lay basking on the beach. Burnet|sian Red Cross soclety reports that
my habits were those of actlvity, and | courageously attacked It with one of | nearly one-quarter of the people of the
that I was never lymphatic by nature. | the stretchers of the longboat, and | districts are unable to obtain any as-

he head.

The animal uttered a hoarse grunt |
and turned upon him open-mouthed,

c cs. ‘With | When he thrust the staff down lts| —
:‘:::::e‘:.- '.‘:::lu:".:,,.c‘lﬁ,?:'::,',n, vith | throat and held it there tll Lam-| The Russian government does little
ber of large branches, and stuck them | bOUrne hewed off the head with his| for the agricultural Interests of the |
In the earth, selecting a place where | batchet. country, although 85 per cent of .ue

1 conYe One or two others were afterward | population is engaged in tilling the
:“.',‘h""“h‘“ oF iapending fock conven- dispatched in the same way; but we| soil. The expenditures for agriculture
. Py

could not

h
catch them only by cutting off their

were con-
he sailors,

|

CURRENT TOPICS.

of 1891 and 1892.

The cause of the present scarcity of
fai)

as its western limit. Within this
stricken reglon - the people are sup-
porting themselves upon weeds, acorns
and chopped straw; but this insuffi-
clency of food added to the severity of
the winter, and the unsanitary condi-
‘tions under which the peasantry of
Russia live, has brought on typhus
fever and other similar diseases, which
are depopulating whole provinces. It
1s reported that frequently the entire
population of children has been swept
off by the hunger, cold and disease
acting in unison. The government has
made some effort to provide for the
people, and has supplled them with
séed corn for spring planting, but this

slstance from the government, and
must be supplied by private charity or
starve.

amount to only $22500,000 annually, |
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While the cost of the army and navy |
Is $260.000,000. In India $35,000,000 Is
expended for irrigation purposes alone,
as the best means for preventing fu

foundation stones

| Inatlon in stratedy, tactics, logistics | the ruling race included in this popu- |
and military engineering at

t—the
learn-

lation amounts to about 12,500,000, or |
thouf one-fourth of the number in |

of military

long {scraped a hole sufficiently deep in

him whatever. No bribe, not even

fourth of the whole.
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grass we reached a series of wooded | lip. The boy took no motice of the should be permitted to hold the posi- | In area and population in this empire. | entirdly occupled with that old tooth, |
ridges, which form (he base of the | pite, but broke the snake's back with tion of general or colonel. or to serve g Exypt and the  Soudan. |and the first thing I knew of the fight |
mountain, at every ste ™ e g aster, : : = 71 to 2,854,000 0 as bn. We were |
o lun;s eepmnni Z‘\_r:’:(‘y”‘::mg fh’"l_ his stick ang, hrlﬂgl!llb 1“01):‘\:; mfls‘tlnm in any division or brigade staff in tho 1871 (,“ 2,854,0 Jﬂ‘sw.lll';: v\y.m. on. \\; were ‘hnhllng them fn |
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upoi the Tais of wiiy LIEle we tame | o went back to his work, and the | TSRIIT AT unless he be & eraduate nd to 125,000,000 of pop- | got Hold of my gun and  pulled the |
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we were glad to shrink astern of

" service and has passed a rigid exam- |
tooed Tom, Who carried the hatchet.

- | that of a cow (better than any gold In |

the eyes of a Kaffir) would Induce the

> 3 ¢ i
This Jungle was exceedingly difcul | ot V5 O 5 CER T secret of his an- |

Ghe e of v ok, v o, | ot which.Be s, bad beso Banded
Ing plants, prickly pears and other | 40WD 17 i famlly for d s0 |
tropical weeds, of what Kind I know | The snalte Wis & very long one, and 59 |
not. twined about them, it was a ljt- | 0/ that It had a mane. It s Sz
eral wilderness of - serrated grass | KnOWn fact that certain of the “"’,‘
blades, yellow gourds and great | have antidotes for the more deadly |
squashy pumpkins, like gigantic vege- | Shake polsons, which they preserve
table marrows, all woven fnto an in- | @ secret within their own familles.
extricable network of leaves, tendrils | —

and branches.

In other places we had to force_ a |
passage through thickéts of richly | Grocer
flowered shrubs and tall plants, with | abous
mighty leaves, the general greenery | tomer:
of the landscape being increased by |
the many runnels of

|
|
ENGLISH JOKES FROM RIVAL.!

you greambling |

“What are
'ye want the earth?” Cus-|
'No. not in the sugar. |
“Miss Makeup wears her hair just |

fine spring water | (he same as she did ten years ago.” | 5
Wwhich poured down the fissures of the | yos, Tom. but not the same hatr. 3]
m‘l”““‘"lll" “"h" ""; plain we had left. | " .js yt t/y» that sailors, after becom- | L1 =)
y the sides of these runnels we Y vea g Y
s | ing quite old, always stop swearitig i m
frequently paused, and making a cup | 014 sa tx triend, you'll have to ask | ‘ e ma

of a large Jeat, filled it with the cool, | i
Hmpld water that gurgled over the ‘O e older than I. ‘
and for a time such cups were the anly | (0 for YO Jenny! “Please, sfr. |
™8, Teaels wo bad while on the | A Y WL y0u shange @ sover- |
island of Alphonso, clgn for her, an’{she’ll give you the
At last we gained the summit of the | SOVerelgn tomorro
mountain, and with mingled satistac- | “Have you broken off your engage- |
tlon apd anxlety in our hearts, swept | ment, old man? What's the matter?
the horizon with eager eyes, “Well, I was hard up, you see, so I
Not a sail was in sight! | quarreled azd had all my presents reA‘
Far as our eyesight could reach | turned, and was able to realize upon |
around us In a mighty circle, rolled | them. Couldn’t possibly have raised |
the waters of the Southern Atlantic, | the money any other way.”
almost tepld with heat, and pale and | “Auntie, dear, Mr. Maler, the artist, |
white, they scemed to palpitate under | has asked me for my photo; he wants |
the rays of the unclouded sun, to make use of it for his next picture.
At our feet lay the whole fsle of | Qught I to send it to him?” asked Alice, |
Alphonso and its two rock appendages; | “Yes, you can do so, but be sure to|
Wwith the encircling sea bolling in the | jnelose with it & photo of your mother, |
parrow chasms between them With a |or gome elderly lady. It would be |
fury which was the Yesult of contrary | pieniy fmproper to send your photo by
currents, and which formed a singular itself!” exclaimed her aunt,

contrast to its calmness elsewhere,
| After a brief rest we prepared to set
up the signal-post.

Tom took off his shirt, and drawing
from his pocket a plece of spunyarn,
which a seaman is seldom without, he
O the studding st maom. snd ny o

u -sall and by the
aid of the hatchet and our hands, we

To Palat Cal Flowers.

New York Tribune: Paul de Long-
pre, the well known flower painter,
after spending seven years in New
York, Is transporting both his studio
and his entire establishment from West
End avenus to Los Angeles, where he
proposes to spend the next three years,

to the

which to erect the spar, and'then jam-
it bard and fast with stomes. As
blown out flag tashion

of
the beautiful and relatively unknown
flora of the Pacific coast He expscts

o

the. wind.. we haped. it would |to start next week
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THE BARREL ORGAN.

for the boys to follow, and we struck a |
whol¢ brigade and’ whirled it around |
and sent it back half'a mile. Lord, sir, |

|

what?" S
girl telling
on the use of
cago Record,

r 1 was

i‘:mll an

\
v\ \
*“You married me\for my money.’
“What of it? Yon married\ m  for
my beauty.” \
“Well, both securitles haye ﬂ\tn
fe.

but Tfelt that I could lick the whole of
Lee's army for an hour or two! They |
told me that I yelled nnd cheered and
dodgdd death a thousand, times, but I
remember nothing but the jumps of |
that tooth. When they stopped, or for |
what particular reason, I-could never |
say, hut after a couple of hours I came
to myself, as it were, and
complimented on all sides
jumps had ceased.”
Flas Rapld-Fire Gons.
It {s reported that the new French |
rapidifire gun invented by Col. Hum-\
bert gives no fish or sign of fire. If )\
this Ye true, the French have made an | \
advance in artillery second only In im- \
portapce «to that which marked the|
introduction by them of smokeless |
powder. In the operations around |
Santifigo, the only means by which the |
Amerfcans could lodate the poiiuon;
of an|enemy’s plece was the flash. It |
this should be removed the art of war, |
especlally on land, will \become more |
diffcylt than ever, for a masked bat-

| clate '— LA
was heln!‘ !

and  the

\

tery pt smokeless and flaxhless guns
would be positively undiscoverable.
The ¢nly description of the gun that

has come to hand is rather obscure;

but it would seem that an attempt is

madeIlo cool the larger portion of the

gases| below their flash polnt before \

they Slyvia—“I wonder whether\ he
The rate of fire has reached a maxi- | a soldier ar a sailor?”

Mamma—“Wouldn't ydu like
be an artist, Jike papa
Sylvia\-"Oh, one

Fré allowed to reach the open alr.

mum [of twenty shots per minute. To
accommodate the Increased expendl-
ture pf ammunition it is proposed to
reduce a single battery from five to
four guns and increase the number of
ammunition wagons.

“Do you think plagiariem is\un.or-
Plalo Enough, givable?” asked th
“Uncle James,” sald a young lady
who was spending a few days in the
s that chicken by the gate
a Brahmin?” “No, replied Uncle




