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The following is a partial list of farms,
city and village lots and real estate
generally which we bave for sale. As

our list is constantly changing, we re-
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Cold weather contracts ice bills and
expands coal bills.

Manners carry the wofld for & mo-
ment, character for all time.

Men will do almost anytbing for

money—some will even work.

There's a pleasure in being eranky
that only a crank can know.

Great riches are as hard to lose a3
a §0od name—and just as easy.

Seelng 1sn't always believidg; we

see lots of people we can't belleve.

A black eye Indicates a revengeful
nature—on the part of the other fel-
low.

The man who suores in a sleeping
car Is apt to wake and find bimself fa-
mous,

Otfe idea of a chump is & man who
asks another man where be bought his
umbrella,

The scayeity of reugnm in prisons Is
probably, due to the fact that salva-
tion Iy free

No than has a right to be ldle 1f ho
can get work to do, even If fie be as
rich as Croesus.

The woman who goes upon the lec-
ture platform to air her rights usually
eaves @ husband at home wursing his
wrongs.

Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, who found
his wife on this side’ of the water,
knows “a hundred reasons why Eng-
land and America should be friends,
and none why they should be other-
wise.” Why may not the same formu-
la apply to all the nations of the
earth? Unless there has beer a false
ring In our Christmas songs and &
note of Insincerity In every prayer
that the Kingdom may come, we must
desire the universal reign of, “peace
and good-will.”

M. Tissot, the French painter of the
remarkable plctures of the llfe of
Christ, now on exhibition in this coun
try, was 60 years old when he under-
took bis real life work. Leaving Parts,
where he was famous as a painter of
tashlonable life, he spent ten years in
Palestine, where he studied every as-
pect of ruln, nature and humanity,
that he might catch the spirlt and the
environment ¢f Him he wished to
trace. His success emphasizes Capt.
Mahan's Ironical remark that a man’s
opportunities are hardly over at 50.
Lord Dufferin, at the age of 70, has
recently set about the acquisition of
the Persian language, thereby rivaling
his queen, who at the same age
began to study Hindoostanese.

In a recent report to the State De-
partment Consul Monaghan, at Chem-
nitz, says that there Is every reason to
belleve that the trip which Prince
Henry of Germany is taking ls far be-
yond the operating sphere of & naval
eommander. The object, says the con-
sul, s the extension of German com-
merce into the districts of the
The consul
tells what an extensive effort has been
made by the Germans, through trading
and shipping companies operating
from Hamburg, to establish active
agencles all over the section of Siberla
opened up by the new rallroads, and
in this they have already displaced in
large measure the merchants of France
and Belgium. Concluding, the consul
says that it Is possible for the United

| States manufacturer, if the right kind

of an effort is made, to get a good deal
of Russia’s trade.

According to  Washington eorre-
gondents it will be the policy af the
United States government to take eare
of all of the soldiers in the Cuban
army. If they want wages they will
be glver employment upon the public
| works. If they prefer to remain I
the army. they will be organized fato
rural police, the intention oeing to
keep them together and prevent them
from scattering idly like tramps
throughout the country. Wherever
they are willing to accept outside em-
ployment they will be encouraged to
do so, and it is believed the revival of
industry will cause an increase in the
price of laf>r that will tempt macy ot
them to return to the farms and fac-
tories. In each of the provinces, how-
ever, there will be an organization ot
rural police similar to that in Mexico,
to keep order in the country, suppress
outlawry and relieve the military gar-
risons as much as possible. This Is
ot _entirely necessary, but it is con-
sidered expedient, because it will neu-
tralize the influence of the agitators
and reconcile the rank and file of the
Cuban army to the new order of
things.

It the acquisition of new national
interests in the Pacific Is responsible
for the efforts now being made by the
postofiice department to shorten the
running time between New York and
San Franclsco the victory in Manlla
bay becomes a most important factor
in our future commercial development.
Indeed, the guns of Dewey's fleet may
be said to have already brought the
business men of the Atlantic coast cit-
fes twelve hours nearer to the business
men of the Pacific, and hence that
much nearer the great markets of the
Orfent.

After careful consideration the
Flemish Academy at Antwerp bas of-|
ficially Invented, authorized and pro- |
| mulgated, as the name of the motor-
car or horseless carriage, the porten-

word, “‘snellpaardelooszonder-
SPOOrwe ig." After that we
may well be reconclled to our own

| THE BIRMINGHAM_Eﬂﬁ[NIRiG TAINAGES _ SERNON.

*A GREAT WOMAN."” LAST SUN-
DAY'S SUBJECT.

From the Text, “Ellha Passed to
Shanem, Wiere Was & Great Woman™
—2 Kiugs, Chupter iv, Verse Number
8—Lodgiag & Christiaa Prophet.

The hotel of our time had no coun-
terpart in any entertainment of olden
time. The vast majority of travelers
must then be entertaned st private
avode. Here comes Elisha, a servaat
of the Lord, on a divine mission, and
he must find shelter. A baicony over-
looking the valey of Esdraelon is of-
fered him, in a private house, and It
is especially furnished for lis occu-
pancy—a chbair to sit on, a table frofn
which to eat; a candl
to read, and a bed on which to slum-
ber, the whole establishment belong-
ing to a great and good woman. Her
busband, it seems, was a goodly man,
bui he was entirely overshadowed by
his wife's excellences; just as now you
some.imes find in & household the wife
the center of dignity and influence and
power, not by any arrogance or pre-
sumption, but by superior Intelect and
force of moral nature wielding domes
tic affairs and- at the same time
pervising all financial and business
anairs. The wife's hand on the shut-
tle, or the banking-hoyse, or the
worldly business. You ses hundreds
of men who are successtul only be-
cause thero s a reason at home why
they are successful. 1f a man marry a
§00d, bouest soul, he makes his for-
tune. If he marry a fool, the Lord
belp him! The wife may be the silent
partner in the firm, there may be only
masculine voices down on excoauge,
but there.oftentime comes trom the
home circle a potential and elevating
infuence, Thls woman of my Lext was
the superior of her husband. He, as
far us | can understand, was what we
often sce in our day, a man of large
fortune and only a modicum of brain,
intensely quiet, sitting a long while in
the same place without moving hand

£ foot, It you say “Yes,” respounding

Yes;” if you say “No," responding
“No"—inane, eyes half-shut, mouth
wide open, maintaining his position

in soclety only because he hus a large
pairimony. But his wife, my text says,
was a great woman. Her name has
Dot come duwn to us. §he be.onged to
that collection of people why need n
Dume to distinguish them. What
would title of duchess, or princess, or
queen—what would escutcheon or

gleaming dladem be to this woman of |

my text, who, by her Intelligence and
ber Lehavior, challenges the admira
tion of all ages? Loug after the bril-
liant women of the court of Louls XV.
bave been forgotten, and the Lrilliant
women who sat ou the throus of Rus-
sia bave been forgotten, some grand-
father will put ou his spectacles, and
holding
light, read to bis grandchildren the
story of this great wowan of Shunem
who was %0 kind aud courteous and
Christian to the good prophet Elisba
Yes, she was a great woman,

In the first place, she was great In
her hospitalities. Uncivilized and bar-
barous nations have this virtue. Jup!
ter had the surname of the Hospitable,
and he was sald especlally to avenge
the wrongs of strangers. Homer ex-
tolled it in his verse. The Arabs are
punetilious on this subject, and among
some of their tribes it is not until the
ninth day of tarrylng that the occu-
pant bas a right to ask his guest “Who
and whence ar{ thou?" If this virtue
1s 8o honored among barbarians, how
ought it to be honored among those of
us who believe In the Bible, which
commands us to use hospitality one to-
ward another without grudging?

Of course I do not mean under this
cover to give any idea that | approve
of that vagrant class who go around
from place to place,ranging thelr whole
Ifetime. perhaps under the auspices
of some Lenevolent or philanthropic
kociety  quartering  themselves on
Christian familles with a great pile of
trunks in the ball and carpet-bag por-
tentous of tarrying. There is many
a country parsonage that looks out
week by week upon the ominous ai
rival of wagon with creaking whe
and lank horse and dilapidated drive
come under the auspices of some char-
frable institution to spend a few weeks
and canvass the neighborhood. Let
Do such religious tramps take advan-
tage of this beautitul virtue of Chri
tian hospitality. Not so much the
sumptuousness of your dlet and the
regality of your abode will Impress
the ffiend or the stranger that steps
across your threshold as the warmth
of your reception. the relteration by
grasp and by look -and by a thousand
atientions, insignificant  attentions,
of your earnestness of welcome. There
will be high appreciation of your wel-
come, though you have nothing b
the brazen candlestick and the plain
chair to offer Elisha when he comes
to Shunem. Most bedutiful 1s this
grace of hospitality when shown In
the house of God. I am thankful that
1 have alwayd been pastor of churches
where strangers are welcome. But I
bave entered churches where there
no hospitality. A stranger would
stand in the vestibule for a while and
then make a pllgrimage up the long
aisle. No door opened to him until,
flushed and excited and embarrassed,
he started back again, and, coming to
some half-filled pew, with apologetic
alr, entered it. while the occupant
glared on hlm with a look which
seemed to say, “Well, if I must, I
must” Away with such accursed in-
dency from the house of God. Let
every church that would malntain
large Christian influence in communi-
ty culture Sabbath by Sabbath this
beautiful grace of Christian hospl-
tality. ¢ ¢ ¢

Agaln, this woman of my text was
great in her kindness toward God's
messenger. Elisha may. have been a
stranger in that household, but as she
found out he had come on a divine
mission, he was cordlially welcomed.
We have a great many books In our
‘l] about the hardships of ministers
| and the trials of Christlan ministers.
1 wish somebody would write a book
about the joys of the Christian min-
ister, about the sympathies all around
about him, about the kindness, about
the genial considerations of him. Does
sorrow come to our home, and is there
& shadow on the cradle, there are hun-
dreds of hands to help, and many ‘who
‘weary not through the night watch-
ing, and hundreds of prayers golng up

the book the other side the |

that God would restore the sick. Is
there & burning, brimming cup of.
calamity placed on the pastor’s table
are there not many to help him drink
of that eup and who will not be com-
forted because he is stricken? Oh! for
somebody to write a book about the
rewards of the Christian ministry—
about his surroundings of Christlan
sympathy. This woman of the text
was only a_type of thousands of men
and women who come down from man-
sion and from cot to do kindness to
the Lord's servants. 1 could tell you
of something that you might think a
romance. A young man graduated
trom New

asking some preferment from the king,

|
what did she say} BShe declined it. |
She sald: “I @ among my own |
people,” as much as to say, “I am sat-

isfied with my lot; all I want is my

family and my friends around me; I

dwell among my own people,” * ¢ *
What 1 want to !mpress upon you,

my hearers, is that you ought mot to

inventory the luxuries of life a

the indispensables, and you ought

to depreciate this woman of the teit,

who, when offered kingly prefermyent,

Lansir
Nosc, S. A. Slohan &

Seminary was called to a village
church. He had not the means to
furnish the parsonage. After three or
tour weeks of preaching a committee
of the officers of the church waited on
him and told htfa he looked tifed and
thought he had better take & vacation
of a few days. The young pastor took
it as an (ntimation that his work was
done or not acceptable. He took the
vacation, and at the end.of a few days
came back, when an old elder sald
“Here Is the key of the parsomage.
We have been cleaning it up. You
bad better go up and look at 1t So
the young pastor took the key, went up
0 the parsonage, opened the door,
and lo! it carpeted, and there was
the hat-rack all ready for the canes
and the umbrellas and the overcoats,
and on the left hand of the hall was
the parlor, sofaed, chaired, pictured.
He passed on to the other side of the
hall, and there was the study-table in
the center of tae floor with stationery
upon 1t, book-shelves bullt, long ranges
of new volumes far beyond the reach
of the means of the young pastor,
many of these volumes. The young
pastor went up-stairs, and found all
the sleeplng apartments furnished;
came down-stairs and entered the
pantry, and there were the spices and
the coffees and the sugars. and the
groceries for six months. He went
down 1nto the cellar, and theré was the
coal for all the coming winter. He
went into the dining-hall, and there
was the table already set—the glass
and the silverware. He went Into the
Kitchen, and’ there were all the cull-
nary implements and a great stove
The young pastor litted one Iid of the
stove and he found the fuel all ready
for lgnition. Putting back the cover
of the stove, he saw in another part
of it a luclter match, and all that
young man Lad o do In starting to
keep house was to strike the mateh.
Where are the fee: that have not
been blisterad on t hot sands of this
great Sahara Where are the soldiers
that have pot bent under the burden
of grief® ‘Where is the ship sailing
over” glassy 'sea that has - not after
awhile Ueen eaught in a cyclone?
Where Is the garden of earthly com-
fort but trouble hath hitched up its
flery and panting team, and gone
through it with burning plowshare of
| disaster? Under the pelting of ages
| of suffering the great heart of the
world has burst with woe. Navigators
tell us about the rivers, and the Ama-
zon, and the Lanube, and the Missis-
sipp! bave been expiored; but who can
tell the depth or the length of the
great river of sorrow, made up of
tears and tlood, rolling through all
lands and all ages, bearing the wreck
of families, and of communities, and
of empires foaming, writhing, bolling
with agonles of six thousand years.
| Etna, Cotopaxi and Vesuvius have
| been described, but who has ever
sketched the vuicano of suffering
retching up from its depths the Java
and scorfa, and pouring them down
the sides to whelm the nations? Oh!
it 1 could gather all the heartstrings.
the broken heartstrings, into a harp,
1 would pliy on it & dirge such as was
neves sounded. Mythologists tell us
of Gorgon anc Centaur and Titan, and

monsters
Megatheriun

“nd not Leiongin
realm of fable, and not of an extinct
species, a Wwith an iron jaw
and a hundred fron hoofs has walkhed
across the natious, and
poetry and sculpture, in thelr attempt
to sketeh it and & it have
tesmed 1o sweat great drops of blood
But thank Goa

onster
history and
serive

here are those who can

conquer this woman of the text |
conquered, anc say, “It is well; though |
my property be gone, though my ehil-
dren Ue gone, (hough my home be
| broken up, thougl my health be sacri-
ficed, it fs well, it 15 well!” There is

o storm on the sea but Christ 1s ready
| 1o rise In the hinder part of the ship
| and hush it There is no darkuess but
the constellation of God's eterual love
can illunine it, and thiough,the winter
comes out of ‘the LOTLhern sy, you
ave sonie luies sec Lhat nortuern sky
all abiaze Wil &Uioi4s Wiich seem to
say, “Come Up LLls Way, up tbis way
are thrones of ligut aud seas of sap-
phire and the spienuor of un eterual
heaven,. Uowe up Lais way.”
We may, line the suips, vy tempest be
| tossed
On perilous deeps, but cannot be lost;
Though Satan enrage the wind and the
ude
The promise assures us, the Lord will
provide.

Again, LLis wWoman of my fext was
great in her application w0 ldomestic
duties, Every picture is a home plc- |
ture, whether she is entertaining an
Elisha, or whether she Is giving care-
ful attention to her sick boy, or
whether she is appealing for the res-
torauon of her property. Every pic-
ture in her case is one of domesticity.
Those are not disciples of this Shune-
mite woman who, going out to attend
10 outside charities, uegiect the duty of
home—tae duty of wife, of mother, of
daughter. No faithfulness in public
benetaction can ever atone for domes-
e negligence. There has been many
a mother who by indefatigable toll has
reared a large family of children,
equipping them for the duties of life
with good manners and large intelll-
gence and Christian principle, starting
them out, who has done more for the
world than many woman whose
name has sounded through all the
lands and through the centiries. I re-
member when Kossuth was in this
country, there were some ladies who
got honorable reputations by present-
ing him very gracefully with bouquets
of flowers on public occasions; but
what was all that compared with the
plain Hungarian mother who gave to
truth and civilization and the cause of
universal liberty a Kossuth? Yes, this

“I dwell among my/ own
people.” Yea, this woman of text
was great in ber plety. Just pead the
chapter after you go home. Faith ia
God, and she was not ash:
about it before Idolaters.

Christianity until she knows and sces
the- degradation of her sex under
paganism and Mohampedanism. Her
very birth considered’ a misfortune.
Sold like cattle on the shambles. Slave
of all work, and, ay'last, her body fuel
for the funeral pgre of her husband.

Above the shriek of the fire-worship-
the rumbdling

ers in India, agd abov.
of the Juggernduts, 1 b
volced groan/of wronged,
broken-hearted, down-trodden woman.
Her tears bave fallen in the Nile and
Tigris, the la Plata, and ou the
steppes of Tartary. She has been dls-
bonored In Turkish garden and Per-
sian palace and Spanish Alhambra.
Her Uttle ones have been sacrificed In
the Indus and the Ganges. There s
not'a groan, or a dungeon, or an island,
or'a mountaln, or a river, or a lake, or
& sea but could tell a story of the out-
fages heaped upon her. Dut thanks to
God this glarious Christianity comes
forth, and all the chains of th
salage are snapped. and she rise
fgnominy to exalted sphere
comes the améctionate daughter,
gentle wife, the honored mother, the
useful Christian, Oh! it Christianity
bas done so much for wognan, surely
woman will become its most ardent ad-
vocate and its bublimest exempiifica-
ton.

They banish pain ‘\
~ and prolong life.

Christmas Day.
For 1400 years Dec. 25 has been set
apart by Christendom as the day on
which shall be celebrated, with devo-
ttonal exercises and great rejolcing,
the birth of Jesus Christ. Learned
men bave disagreed for centurles re-
garding the actual day, or even sea-
son, that the Savior was born, but
custom bas fixed upon our "Christs
as the “birthday.”
With the spread of ‘hristlanity this
greatest of all Christian bolidays took
the place of more ancient festl
Ihe Romans had long celebrated June
. the longest day in the year, as
testival, or S .
Then the masters served the servants
and the Romans gave themselves up
to feasting and revelry and misrule
generally.  From this celebration
many of our Christmas customs took
thelr orlgin—the custom of decking
the houses with laurels and ever-
greens, the custom of glving presents
and the practice of engaglng In lively
games and sports.

In the north of Europe seml-barbar-
ous peoples kindled huge banfires in
honor of the gods Odin and Thor, and
the Drulds gathered mistletoe, then &
sacred . plant, particularly If found
growing on the oak. These customs
were adopted as part of the Christmas
celebration.

The early Goths and Saxons cele-
brated Dec. 21, the shortest day of the
year, as the time when the sun ceased
to look coldly upon the earth, and
when the days began to lengthen with
the approach of spring. Then was
cut the “yule log"—for the season was
called Jul, or Yuletide. In later years
the yule log was placed on the hearth
on Christmas eve and allowed to burn
Il bedtime. Then it was carefully
pulled out of the coals and placed in
the cellar for use in lighting the yule
log of the following year. It was be-
lieved that the preservation of this
[ charred log protected the house trom

fire during the subsequent year. In

this custom originated the one of pre-
paring the Christmas yule log, 50 pop-

ular in Eng 5

So, when you play
and a host of other Christmas games,
or it you act with unusual license un-
der the mistletoe, or sit around the
yule log and tell hobgoblin tales while

| the corn pops and the coal cracks, you
1m.y remember that you are dolng
somewhat as did the old Romans, and
|'as did the barbarous nations of the
north long before Christ was born.

]
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Not ' Sign of Prace
| Durlng the past few months the Brit-
leh Admiralty, In their qulet, collected
| way. have been Increasiug the strength
of the British marine forces n for-
| elgn seas. Their lateit decision 1a to
|
|

who |
knows

the hour?

\
Do you know when the fi.

serd the battleship Devastation to re-
place the old coust-defense ship Rupert
as guardship at Glbraltar, the latter
ship jolning the Mediterranean squad-
ron. This 1s a very distinct galn to
| this squadron of 9,230 tons in displace~
‘ ment, and a‘'matter of eighteen guns,
| apart from field and machine weapons.
| 1¢ 15 more than this. It means that
whatever happens there will be a well-
equipped guardship at the increasingly
important entrance to the Mediterra-
nean.

or the robber is coming

You certainly do nat, and it

you care to expeud $1 a year,

May Wear a Crown. you nezd

The crown prince of Germany and
Prussia, who may become Willlam IIL
it he lives long enough and the social
democracy does not overthrow the em-
pire, is now past 16 years old, and no
longer ranks with his brothers as a
child, but has been given a separate
military tutor, the Premier Lieuten-
ant Baron van der Goltz. Other mil-
itary tutors have been appointed for
the Princes Eitel Friedrich, Adalbert,
August Wilhelm and Oscar. Little
Joachim, who is not yet § years old, is
the only one left in babyhood; his
brother Oscar is but two years older.

not worry about

either calam

A strong box |r.1 the \
€xchange Bank
Cafety Deposit Uault

will only cost that much, nd
will prevent loss, worry dpd
anxiety. The peace of min

you get with the box is wort

$1,000 per year.

Too Geod a Margain to Be Missed.

“Dear me, George, why don't you
smoke?” *I thought I promised you I
never would?” “You did, but I saw
some of the cutest little boxes in &
down-town window today and they
‘were marked only 40 cents for twenty-
five real cigars!"—Cleveland Plala
Dealer.

Best Cough anady\ on Earth.

Mitchell's W Pioe Chugh Syrup
cures a cold in 24 hours if takkn in mm

ate by paralyzing the throat,
cures the disease and Jeaves the\throat |
and lungs bealthy and strong; anx
| tocents.




