AN AWFUL NIGHT.

1 lived in my little house on the
banks of the beautiful Hudson. It was
an exquisite place, all set about with
trees and glowing in the summer time
with flowers. A happy woman might
have been happy there. I was not
Whatever my story had heen, it was
not one to make life a joyful posses-
sion.  But she she was as happy
a thing as ever breathed! 1 used to
marvel at her. She could bask on some
green bank in the sun through a long
afternoon and neven grow weary of it;
and while others worked she would
trifle with ‘a ball of worsted In the
Idlest way, tangling it, and throwing
1t aside at last. Life was playtime to
her and she never pretended anything
else

Perhaps as we sat in the sun, I on
the garden chair_she at my feet, we
were thinking of the same thing. Per-
haps her thoughts ran on that silky
black hair of his, on that soft step, that
gracetul form, long—but let me
pause. Her thoughts were happy
thoughta; mine wretched ones.

It was not | whom he came to sere-
nade each night after the romantic
habit of his race, It was she

I wonder whether Satan led him on
to meet his own fate, knowing what
it was In me to do. Every night he
usefl to come to the garden gate, Just
beneath my window, and serenade her

Why should I write his name? Why
should you ever know 1t? It cannot
matter. [ knew that those stralns were
meant for her cara, and that
while I should hear her velvet footsten
stealing softly down the stairs toward
that little Larred entry window, 1t
was bold for him to come there. It
was bold for hier to meet but then
they did ot know what I felt

And if they had been able to compre-
hend my emotions_they would huve felt

after a

For whaTcan a weak woman
do but weep? |
AB! tiey know very little of me
who class me with such women. Tvars

are not for me hricked
and raved, but I had no wish to weep,

1 am a Cuban Hot blood
rung in my
have sighed

1 eould have

woman

velna; perhaps vou

and attered a prayer, and

would |

my bosom and took aim, steady,delib-
erate alm, at his smooth, black head.
1 made sure of him and then I fired.

The report filled the alr. The smoke
rolted away~ I leant from the window
and looked out. He lay in the dust
of the road motionless.

1 looked no longer. I crept into the
room, and Into bed. Do not ask me
whether I slept after such a deed. Like
Macbeth, I had murdered sleep.

For scarcely was my light out when
that serenade began again, more plain-
tive than before, but even louder.
Knowing what I knew, having seen
what I had seen, my horror can well
be imagined. 1 knew that murderers
were often haunted, but I did ot éx-

pect to suffer from their fate so soon.
Starting from my bed, I rushed wildly
to the window. ~He sat there on the
fence as black and slick as cver, and
went on with his horrible music, and
I knew then as I Know now that old
Captain Slocum, who lives next door,
had only told the truth when he sald
that that cat had nine lives

I know I shot him through the head
| but he was up and at it again, and 1
shall lr) arsenic next time.

| TEMPERATURES OF ANIMALS.

The number of interesting observa-
tions on the temperatures of animals in
relation to the temperature of the alr

| or water in which they lve are de-
‘m. ed by Mr. Alexander Sutherland
in the latest volume

Royal Soc
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was exquisite melody: to me it was as | Ul true, for when angry, - cold-
though 1 heard the music of the la- | Plooded animals, like human beings
ferno. | ecome hotter than usual, even a fish

I could no longer le still. I burled | rising several degrees above the tem-
my head in the pillow, stopped my | perature of the rowhen It is ex
ears with my hands—thrust my fingers | asperated
into them—muttered vain threats of —

Under normal conditions, hawever,

destruction, and could, bad I had my
i

HEN I FIRED,
will, have strangled with these small
fingers of mine both of them.

‘When it was over, when I heard him
depart, I used to fiing myself upon my
couch again utterly exhausted, and in
« lttle while my anger would subside
and unconsclousness would steal over
me. I slept, but what a troubled sleep;
haunted by dreams, in which 1
him and took vengeance upon him.

The morning found me exhausted,
feverish, without spirit or appetite;
and as the day wore on the thought of
what the night would bring rendered
me wretched.

But at last an awful thought crept
Into my soul and grew and strength-
ened there—a thought that curdled the
blood in my veins and made me faint
at first, but to which I finally became
accustomed,

In the drawer of my bureau lay some-
thing which would rid me of him for-
ever. She would never again steal
down the stairs to listen to him at the
grated window. It was a plstol.

I bad learned in my very earliest
youth to use the smaller firearms, 1|
had even practiced with my brother in
a pistol gallery and could hit the bull's-
eye of a target as well ag many men.
It was a dangerous knowledge.

1 thought of him standing in the
moonll;hl Just below my windo
keepingsme from rest or slumber by
the strains she loved.

1 wondered if my right hand had so
far lost Its cunning that I should mi:
my aim If it were that glossy, ebon-
haired head of his, and I knew it had
not. It was not so long ago that my
own hand had caressed that heud, but
that thought did not soften me. Why
should I care for that now that he had
made me suffer s0?

At first'T only sald, “I might kil hlm
#f 1 only would.” At last I safd, *
will”

Shall I ever forget the night when I
sat in the darkness of my room wait-
ing for his ceming?

Without the moon was at her full,
and the stars shone bright, as so many
dlamonds. I can see him still as he
advanced toward the low gate. 1 can
hear that low, long-drawn prelude
which arose In a few moments after.

How far from This heart- were all
thoughts of calamity? How-iittle he
dreamed of impendjng —death! |
Il-nt this at the moment, but 1t 414

®at affest me. I drew e plstol from

saw

fishes and reptiles have practically the

same temperature as the medium
which they live; when it is warm,
they become warm and active, anl

when it Is cold they lose thelr bodily
activity and become torpid. The
mals which are active in all weathers
are those which are self-supporting as
regards heat, and whose body te
peratures vary very slightly,

An interesting point brought out by
Mr, Sutherland’s observations of the
temperatures of Australlan animals s
that the mammals which are classed
lowest from considerations of  body
structure are not only the lowest tem-
perature, but also of the greatest range
of variability, being most affected by
the temperature of the alr or water
surrounding them.

How Suake Polson Kills.

The action of poisons upon the sys-
tem {s and always has been one of the
most interesting of subjects. Just how
and why it kills has but yet been de-,
termined through a series of experi-
ments made by sclentists. The follow-
ing description is unquestionably the
best and most lucld of any that has
been given to the public: “The venom
may be roughly separated into two
parts—one acting upon the blood, and
the other upon the nerves. When in-
Jected it Immediately begins to create
terrible destruction in' the blood ves-
sels, the walls of the veins are
away and an Internal hemorrhag
takea place. While this is going on a
portion af the venom is attacking the
¥ arly ptidble to its
vasomotor' system, a
which controls the mus-
respiration.  Paralysis

ten
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ravages is the
nerve center
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dies from an inability o

Spontancous Eloquence.

Not unfrequently the Irish peasant
utters a saving which amounts to gen-
uine spoutaneous eloquence.  When
Chyrles Gavan Dufty, defeated in his
&truggles to make Ireland independent,
was about to sail for Australia, a num.
ber of Irishmen gathered about him to
say good-by. One of them brought an
old prayer book, on a blank page of
which he asked Duffy to write his
name. One of his companions, who
was provided \ll()l a more presentable
volume, said s a shame, Tom, to
offer such a hook to Mr. Duffy for his
signature.”  “Arrah.” retorted Tom,
“Why shouldn’t | offer it to him?
Isn't 1t like himself, tattered and t
In the service of God and the pe

o2

The One to Hlame.

The Bookman tells this story, illus-

trating the humors of a school exam-
ination: It appears that at an
mentary examination in  English,

which was lately held in a school near
New York, two sentences were glven
out to be correcfed by the younger
scholars. The first sentence was to be
corrected as to its subject matter, and
the second sentence as to its syhtax.
These were the sentences: ‘The hen
has three legs’ ‘Who done it? When
the papers were handed in it was found
that one of the scholars had appar-
ently regarded the sentences as subly
connected in thought, for his apswer
was as follows: “The ben didn't doae

A TMERY

TOLD OF AMBER.

Real Estate Exchange

Of Whitehead & Mitchell at the
Exchange Bank, Birming-
ham, ich.

There is in one collection a string of
amber beads the llke of which is not
Known. The amber has a beautiful
ruby color and held against the light
the beads shine with a maze of pretty
colors. It is valued at $2,000.

Amber is widely distributed through-
out the globe. 'Barbarous African
tribes wear it as ornaments; in Fin-
land and Lapland they believe amber
ofl 1s a curative for rheumatism, neu-
ralgia and similar troubles. One thing
well known has been the attractive
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found in Greece and Siclly. The orfen-
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is argued from this that the salt sea
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Bucklen's Arnica Salve.

The best salve in the world for Cuts,
Bruises, Sores, Ulcers, Fever Sores, Salt
Rbeum, Tetter, Chapped Hands, Chik
blains, Corns and all Skin Eruptions,
and positively cures Piles, or no pay re-

quired. Itis guarantced to give perfect
satisfaction ur motey refunded. Price
25¢ per box.  For sule by Whitchead &
Mitchell.
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Our New
Cloak Departmgnt

We open our new Cloak' de-
partment this week. We have
the most complet’e line ever'
shown in Ladies, Misses’ aﬁd
Children’s garments and ﬁur

collarettes. We would like you\

to call and see this Splendld
dispilay. \

Waite Bros., Robertson & Co.,

Pontiac, Mich.
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