MP ALGER, Falls Church, Va.—
I’Ica:o are.two things that struck the
visitor to Oamp ‘Alger 5o foreibly, and
one of them 8o literally, that ever I!Jlf
his thoughts must uhuenun\y pas
ored and tinged by them.
thing was the dust, and the omﬂ-‘r.
which was too emphatic to be anly 8E7
urative, the pandemonium that ETeFUR
him at’ Falls Church en route. o'
starting point at Brooklyn Bridge e
ing rush hours isn't a patch on the
howling maelstrom in Virginia's sunfy
clime when the electric car from Wesh-

able to go through what the gentle
Tennesseeqs did who had never befor
left his own quiet vine and fig tree
until he started up bere to see his son.
He dropped dead as he left the car.
The blow (of sound) quite killed fa-
“ther, 80 they say, aifd there Was mourn-
ing in the camp of Tennessee. v
The popular way of coming out from
‘Washington Is on a trolley which ends
at Falls Church, and from that centre
(?) the visitor reaches camp, three
miles away, by means of carriagos
(heaven save the mark!) and pays
twenty-five cents to have the most un-
comfoftuble drive the mind of man
could cone 1f the roads ever were
good e ineessant hauling over them
has reduced them to tralls for all the
world like the dry bed of a mountain
stream, and the despised corduroy
outh would be as an

roads of the far
asph

lie
4 by the road having been worn
. out about them, and aghinst - these
timex tinumerable the Wagons-como o
sudden and violent contact with _one
wheel, while  the st visitor
clutches the back of the front seat as
the body of the wagon forms a com-
pound curve and biesses Providence for
every extra_pound of fleshly padding
with which nature has provided him.
1t was a favorite joke of the boys that
the dilve cut was conducive to diges-

from the depths of a bitter and sor~
rowful expericnce, who feelingly
waried the new-comer against under-
aking It after a comfortable and flling

he result may too closely re-

ploded theory that the

of Virginia are not hustling m

makers. A Connecticut Yan

eclipse them, and.any “befo’ the wa

. spirit of indifference which pervad-
ed the sunny South has given wi

. an “afier” that gan keep as keen an eye

out for the main-chance as can. awy

thrifty son of New England. The in-

habitants hereabouts used 4o be farm-

ers—literally. They have proved them

selves totally lacking in any slang ac-

ceptance of the word. They owned one

breken down nag and contented¥ tilled

the soll, harvested a single crop suf-

fictent unto thelr witer needs and sold

a little to pay a few dollars on the in-

N evitable mortgage. Such was their ex-

istence far from the madding crowd

before the days of Camp Alger. Then

in a flash they found themselves

snatched into an atmosphere of de-

mand. Making Camp Alger press the

button; the farmers did the rest.

‘There Isn't a farmer now in this sec-

tion of Virginia who farms. Mostly he

has turned Jebu and s taking in the

.shekels in a manner that made his

-eyes bulge at first and then created the

tion, but there are others who speuk |

y

d

Virginia Road So Villainous as to 'Make'Conuroy Afppea_rv as Asphalt—A Dus
g Diet for Her Who Would Visit Her Soldier Man,

common destre for moré, They make lined with broken wheels and deserted

from six to thirteen dollars 4

carry! ople to an

B S hureh, and when they dis- | Springs there wese nome, and _within
vered the bonanza within tueir grasp | the memory of man never could have |

they nearly fell over one 'an

thefr med haste to seize it.
There was & boom in con

'

To. Camp Alger,

-

simp- | equipages lacking one, and shafts in all
to pleces.

from camp | states, of having ., fallen

other in [been on those carriages.
After a bit you began to wonder

demned car | which. works the harder, the boy be-'

|than the present, and

essary for the boy to whip

ment, or else the animal ‘woul

stand still, Urged on by the per:

ing whip, he evidentiy feels the future

can hold mothing more unendurable
he may as well

goes,” as the old primer

W0
Just

go on. “So he
had it. ),

You didn’t choose one of these traps
when you got out of the car. The boy
chose you. After ome experlence you
would cling to your savior and follow
him thankfully to his conveyance. For,
as you stepped down from the car you
got into a yelling, howling mob ~of
“niggers and po’ white trash,” of all
ages and sizes, each of whom was
shouldering a long whip which the fe-
rocity of his expression would lead you
to believe he might at any moment lay
abont your shoulders if you declined his
invi®ation. *

They would spot an unoffending visl-
tor and a dozen beset him at once, each
trylng to be the first to-touch him.

|
e

!

Washington the

ceeded the demand.
they by
and in double

Gt an anatomical
standard of vital!

have produced them.

As the electric system was put into
condemned
that had pulled the cars were sold
the farmers at frem twe

doliars apicce, but the supply far ex-|
Then of a sudden |
n going off like hot cakes, |
nd single harness

18 Church.

bones, that couldn’t be cquale
museum, and the
v is low.

‘As for the carriages!  Nobody can
explain where they came from. Even
the old stables of Washington couldn’t

A vehicle show- |
ing evidences of having once been a
surrey was the most common, and the
stranger who saw it devoutly breathed
the prayer for those who travel,
kmended his soul to heaven and got in:
not heaven, but the surrey.
trail of a desert, the way to camp was

animals

to thirty |

enough to follow. It he doesn't, and
unwarily thinks he'd like the privilege
of selecting his own team, it is ke
throwing: himself to the wolves. ¢
rets no second chance of salwation.
Onte and o1t Is the mottv, They filng
themselves upon hiim and he (s dragged
thither and yon. A torremt of words
is poured on to his quivering ear-drums
beslde which tle shrieks of a howling
dervish are as nothing. | He makes for
one carriage, only to be snatched to-
ward another, on the step ot which he
plants his foot to find himself hauled
down and uncermoniougly pulled in
another direction. Not till he final
|1y sains the seat 1s he safe; then the
|defrauded retire with cheerful grins to
|carture others unsuspecting, while the
victor starts stolcally off, and the vie-
|tim, mauled, digabled, but safe,
|bredthes thanks for those dangers surs
iv‘h-ed and takes, warning for the next
time.

| Then comes fthe enconnter with the
| When a road to a big camp fsn't
¥ to a degree that rivals an Irish
bog it is dusty beyond the power of
words to express, and for more than
five weeks no rain fell in the victnity
of Camp Alger. Over and under an
into everything fiies the dust in clouds
|that are as blinding fogs. The uncom-
promising pledding of the horsés kept
it In a constant state of upheaval, and

|the follage along the way has taken

of a flood can remove. The color of it
would.make the New Jerseyman think
{he was on his native heath: it has the
samé reddish chocolate tint famillar
to that State of the mosquit), and you
can spot in an instant in Washington
a person who has just gone in from
Ihere,

| The officers of a New York regiment
had a great joke on a prominent doctor
of New York city who, accompanied by

|on a covering of it that nothing short |

SA T Y

A Juvenile Story. \

“Pleass come over to our barn right

after dinner, I've got a schieme for

celebrating thé Fourth that will wake
up the town.” A

So ran the note which Farmer

Tully’s son Benjamin had sent to his

four friends—Will Chester, Walter
Casey, Hal Gossman and Rddle Wil-
m

onf SO
“Benjamin” (hls chums always call
him Benjamin) “has got up somethiag
new again. Wonder what it is?™ ‘mut-
tered WIlL as he read his note. Bens
jamin was very versatile in schemes,
and for this reason, probably, he was
looked upon as a sort of leader amonk
his compantors.

After dinner Wil went directly to.
the Tuly farm.

In the rambling old barn that squat-
ted close to the slugglsh river he found
the other four; Benjamin, sitting on a
feed cutter, was thoyghifully chewing
5 straw,

straw,

“Well, what Is it, what Is |
ted Will, impatiently.

“I will tell you. You know what a
mortar s \

“A mortar? Why, mortar is the
tuft they stick bricks together with.”
tat ain't the mortar I mean.
mean these sawed-off little cunnon
that point up In the alr and are used
to shoot bombshells out of. My ldea
15 to make a mortar and,some bomb-
shells, They would make as much
noise as a cannon, and when the bomb

quer-

other

The' boys looked at each

can’t do that,” sald Eddie.

He left Washingion most immaculate-
v ed and wearing a long. rough,
“just to show the
ing was in ‘clis'

New York.
em a treat,
had expe

ved at the cg

nel's
e looked

t until 4
some of thetterr

roto I
¥ luoked like squaws
and as each girl saw
pw that she mast look
ng emoilon was
inner con-

L the

<uim, and then with them all is forgot-
ten and the lately devoted Seit” is, as
usual when brass buttons are about

the pictur

ARRIVAL OF YOU

ing the wagon. The dust order forbade

horses going faster than a walk. t's

rather hard on the horses, for if they
e made (0 thot the:

Like the |
|

get more out of them. 1t is quite nec-

laboring the horse or the animaf haul- It s something like the old childish

the wise vir
A thereajter when th
wore the plainest frocks that
‘lh«- dust will
|fuces and plai
lored veils, and when ca

game whe.e the person touched was they had the satisfaction of removing
ut: Zur the code among these howling the la and knowing that thelr faces,
hiethren is that they are not to try at least, were clean,

wel i drop dead, to capture one who has already fallen
sooner; but it enables the farmers to' prey, and peace is the portion

who' bas been chosen, if he
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A VISIT T0 THE INJURED AT THE MARINE HOSPITAL
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of him
nows

When President McKinley reviewed
the troops here a few weeks after Camy,
Iger was made, he was made unhappy
| by the dust. For a while he bore it in

dignifled and officfal silence, but final-
ly he reached the limit of endurance
and the order of the escort to camp wae
changed. His guard of honor was the
New York cavalry, with Troop A in
ifront of the Presidential carriage and
| Troop C following it. efore many
! minutes Troop C beheld its revered

. | President Leing swallowed up by a

blinding cloud of dust thrown up by
| the horses of the devoted Troop A, and
|

|C followed trusting In Providence to
keep them in the right way, that they
could not themselves see

and put hi
cort of honor,

was

couldn’t see througk more than he
can see in a fog, and sometimes when
(he order was given to halt after rapid
| movements it wasu't heard by those in
e tearing on and rode
ionary comrades in a
sicd in'a general melee
arks that won't be found

| The horses really suffered from the
|dust, and the public animals W
| were rarely watered, some-

properly
s plugged alon;

LONG FINGERNAILS.

varies from three or

g2

Bers 1o grow to such an extent that
his hands
aristoerats
ot
leed

The Slamese

Who affect these nalls can-

are practically useless. The |screw.
In both China and Slam the owners I

' themselves cﬂ’ mn:n”ﬂ- wear m

|in.the same réverence we hold the |
Many of them never have  Chl;
|had thelr nails cut from the day of on fanatics
s The countries where the long finger | their birth. On the first finger the nall | Among the fakirs in, idindoos
pail Js most affected are Slam, Assam, |15 of modeate length—three or four
. Cochin China and China. “The approv- | inches—whilé on the other fingers the | hand tightly clinched and i one po- | tooers o eart
: length four grow’ occaslonally to twa feet. |sition so loug that at
twenty-three Inches. A Slamese |The thumb nall, which is also allowed |grow through the palw, ewmerging at |toes dre exempt from the needle. The
exquisite’ permits the patls on his fin- [to grow long, after reaching a certain |the back of the hand aid growing |hands are ornamented with
thenc2 almost to the wrist. When the | cage, all the fingers baving thelr own
wasted muscles refuse to support the [pattérn, so the hand would look as
afm- any longer it is bound in position | though incased in a tight-fitting glove
; rywilh earty, [ were it not for the fujer nails gl
Preserve them, made of gold { In Nul loug nalsl Is rzgarded as | enormous length which fomplete the
lddlhlou‘lnnruu or silver, and jewelsl. While long ' indicative of good Lrecding. The arls-’ sand adornment of the wealthler na-

| famjly tree.

curves around ' Mke & cork-!

81 cases over | with corls.

rded as sing
1y meét with
and peduntic sche

ls are not
the,

L a

intocrats constantly subject their finger

lar wood fire to jnsure

d not

last the nalls |crown of the Lead, the fiugers and the

utmpst

| The iuhabitants of the Marquesa Isl-
peculiar custom is that of helding the ands are among the most expert tat-
even the |

ftives.—Cl

| The follow i I,
inew recruits was found
| Pherson

“Dear Jave: w i trouble.
I've doue enlisted in'the army, aw
T'm sorry fer it. 1 wish I was home.
Jane, will ven do me (his one favor?
Write to the War Depprtmént an’ ten
the President the chiliiren Is down
with the weasles, and| your old rheu-
watism s broke out ag'in. an' you
needs me at heme. Vill vou do this
much fer me, Jine .

veur Fort M:

a Congressman, drove out to see themegy

ruineid

¥opro were, alic

ted sl It was when camp war|

d.* Bur dear 'to the hearts of &
sold.cr are the 1s whom he Ynows
wird he is just as ple: to see them
s though they were the preitiest anc
immaculate things that ever hap

ed, and he jollies them along by

17 ow dear they aie to endure al,

¢ discomfort Just to come out to sec

| glare shone o

u one of the |

Xt 2
“Thore things have to te made in'f;
torie \
“We can make ‘em all r!
Benjamin. “There's a big iron drai

h sald

\ fight.

weng off In the air it could ba seen and | anchor was Yastened ‘wh!
heard\ tor miles in all directions.” |

| the river

?\: was a kreat splashing in the “m\g:

to keep. - miatter ! \

Fourth had arrived, works y

been purchased very slyly a 8 y

0 u spot'on the river bank\ abhut a )

quarter-imfle betow ‘the pi ore A

Henjamin's, 'bombsliel), had ‘begyin \ta -\
Here\ ‘vaft \ha been ,

\and upon it the freworks were

i ing of the

the ratt to see !
\ \

turbed. | Y \
Tha men poled the, ratt out fyto the \
middle of the ‘river ‘and lylng \down

on their blankets Wit to sleep\sur-
rounded 'by & wholesale\assortmenY of
sky-rockets,
crackers, bombs,
manner of thingw, with
of danger. Thex had bead
soundly for About two ho
the -nolse of Yhe\mortar awakened
hem. \\ \

They ‘saw the bombshell
down with marvelous Apeed, which fav
creased. every secon, and before they
could pull fn the rape 1o which the
h held thy
aft It was right above the \
\Ilm%nr»urlrkt‘u. they \plukged Into \

nd hukried away aX fast as

the¥, coyld through the .hauuw\w:m.

Then the shell exploded. \

The meh-ducked their heady, Ruere

Pleces of tha bursted sliell were Lurled

| tile about a foot i diameter down 11\ jniy fr, but Weither of ‘tha, meny w
the field that will make a splendid Pyie o Jalf, daged. they)lited thei \
mortar. Al we need to do s 10 it 10| Byads, The\red\glite of the xploded

! into « 1o stop up one e 1 know X

| where there is just that kind of a log.
| or stunip, too, and it will prevent the |

tile from bursting when th
| ofr.”

| “But what would you make
| tombshell out of?" asked Hal
m,

have thought that out, t0o,” was
Benjamin's ready reply. “We can take

two baseball masks, rip the leather oft
and fit them together and plaster clay
| over them until they are thick enough

| to be pretty solid, leaving the invide
empty to be filled with powder. We
can get all the powder we want.
That afternoon four of them got the

tile and carried it in Benjamin’s boat }

to the spot chosen by Benjamin, close
to the stump which they intended to
put to such a new use,

The stump was curiously examined.
It was the remains of an oak tree per:
haps three feet in diameter.
| center  was a-deep opening

which

seemed just about large enough to ac- |

ate the tile. All together the
Loys carried the tile to the stump, and

“CARRIED THE TILE TO THE
STUMP.”

with much pufing and blowing suc-
ceeded in getting it into the great hol-
low place in the stump.

“When shall we fire her off?" quer-
fed Will, when the mortar was com-
plete. \

“I think about midnight befo
Fourth would be the best time,
the others thought so, too.

The powder was bought, a bomb-
shell made and hidden away in the
barn, together with the remainder of
the powder.

About an hour before midmight on
the 3d the five boys crept noiselessly
down to the river shore where Benja-
min's skiff was moored. They pulfed
down the stream and landed in utter
darkness, for Benjamin said It would
be dangerous to have a lantern near
the powder.

The charge for the mortar, about
two pounds, was emptied from its sack
into.the tile. Paper was placed on top
of it and rammed down solid. Then
| the “shell” was dropped {nto the mor-

tar. Nothing wis placed on top. of
| this. The mortar was nowloaded and
| ready for firing, for Benjamin had
| run a long fuse through a hole in the

th
and

| touched the powder. \

“Ain't it pretty near midnight
| asked Eadie wilmont, eagerly. ' Ho
| voiced the impatience of the others.
| “Let her go!” said Chester.
| Benjamin, on his part, was as ani-,
| fous as his companions to put their
| experiment to the test. Striking a
lmu:h, he touched the blaze to the
end of the fuse profecting from . the
pipe. Hissing and sputtering, the fire
crept toward the charge.

“Now get to cover!” advised Benja-
min, excitedly. “She will reach the
powder In another minute' and th>
air may be full of fiying Iron and
wood."” \

{ They hurried down the river bank
he boat. Then camé a roar' that
deafened them,'and a great
r woods and river. \
Leok!™ shouted, Benjami,

| to
almost

Jook!
pointing up. “There she goeg!” \

A ball of fire had leaped (rom the
stump. and with one great hound had
| reached an enormous helght. leaving
flery stream behind it. They cou'd
| see it away up In the alr, glowing like\
| a star. It seemed to remaln motion-
i less for a minute and then began 1o
|

descend.
“Afn’t that {mmense®’ cried Benja-
min, waving his hat in great glee.
Down, down, it rushed ltke a blazing
comet. The paper waddink had stuck
to the shell, and becoming ignited
from the explosion continued, to burn
fiercely. A stream of sparks\ rushed
upward from it. The air was \(ull of
burning paper. Then, as it was ut

" which Iad canght,

In its|

stump and up Into the pipe yntil it

sbXI1 and ‘the, accompanying

sou
b3 «

| Then \.'llxm a \'w\nu-‘\bl%iug from'the
d thie air was flleq With Yyhog

A of\ the, p)nwhst

 hrd

spired by A spirit of\mischiaf it was \
whirling ¢ ‘a great rae, yendlug ity
| spirks everywhere, \

| The men r\\su; a4 back ‘\\xfe ralt o

save the cargl R

len the trodble commended Yo ea
N

Firecrackers bedan to\bang Aw:

| mest.

ks thok u p\l\ha\

oru
Yank ‘em out, yank " ouly™ erled
one uf the myn, taking X dagh for
them\at the risk of burning\l\s fihgers.
Justithen a couple of pinwheds start..
ed au thesame time and bosay Yo buzz \ \
| and fustex as though edch wax Nying -~
o olllxluﬁ\X\(' other And both b\ om,
putting out\the men's kyes\in a, ‘suo»(gr \
of spark NN AN\
oy had got agolng M\
fireworks were avidently Yound not to\
Ve interfered with, for while the rock=,
ets and roman candles were\bombard-
ing ome man a glant firecrackar did its
best to tear the otheNs flngers\oft and
to Lielp defeat his asshult a big bomb \
exploded almest in his Yace. \
The tumult wak at It
the men worked desperately to save
what they could of

he firaworks, but
in the midst of thelr Yorlorn they
\beard hoots, yells and loud \aughter

trom the shore,
JLooking shoreward the.
see a large crowd of people\n the river
bank, The village had be
and had come to witness

spectadle.

Joylng 1t immensely,
“Well, that settles ine,” sald o

rl:!r and waded
lon followed him.

seen It, but none knew whence
Benjamin and his\ friends wi

the crowd. As so®n as'they learn : \
e mischiel to. \

e bomb had caused

somebody’s fireworks down the ‘ri
they had rowed that
they reached there they
| fireworks on the raft were t
{in their career of
| be saved, and they\rowed th
| ashore and watched the queer
tion, somewhat frightdped at thy cal-
amity the bomb hxd cauged.

The uproar from the
after awhile, the firecra
to be beard and all hecamd dark’ an
silent. . .

The secret of who shog the khell did
| not came out until long
| boys kept very quiet.

. CHARLES . WELLKS.

\
\

T\
The Word “With"
“What do you think t

word ‘wife' ‘comes from?

t 18
great word in\which the Elklh‘h\
La®a languages conquer th

— N

it

nd

and Greek. I hope the French will
some day get a word for it inst 8
theik femme. But what do you think\

it comes from? The value\of \,
the Saxon word is ‘that, thi

\someth “Wite' \wedp\’ v .‘\
You mus¢ be either usAwi: or
housy moths, remkmber \(ha the
deep, genze\ you must e&u -}x;t
men’s \(ortunes. and \embro{der\ them,

| stary may bk ovetpesd g!
in the nightls cold ml{,}pxy
\ire ab her fogt;. byt \home\ 15 wi
she 1s,\and \fox A ngu\e\-

stretches, far \around er
bor cefled 'with

kslyermd o:,::u:n:ez}q

or feed ‘\upan them and brink tham to
decay. . Where\er a xg{. wlk?x s}
| bome fy wlwayy ‘wrouny ber. ha\
B i
th \ h\




