HE lhaulh\l of the
American peopie
.agaln turn towards
the stars and
stripes. There are
flag days and all
sorts of days we
celebrate in one
fashion or another,
but when the
Fourth of July gets
within reaching
distance, then we realize that the day
of days is at hand. That is why the
star spangled banner is in the minds
of everybody.

The orators with silver tongues have
" told and the poets have sung about all
that is great and glorlous regarding
the old flag. So much for patriotism.
Really, the flag is a very prosaic kene-
fit, apart from the sentiment that .at-
faches to it. Thousands and thous
ands of people gain thelr living, n-m}
one year's end to another, in makin
United States flags. Think of it. Ev-
ery year, the people of the United
States buy three millions of flags. Dur-
ing that same period a million flags
disappear. Nobody knows where they
g0 to.

The American flag has just passed
its one hundred and twenty-first birth-
day. -The patched up affalr that Bet-
sey Ross gave to the world at the time
of the revolutionary war has heen re-
produced millions of times. Yet the
only change from the design that the

pert fingers of Mrs. Ross prepared

in the number of stars. It Is just
the same flag in appearance that dec-
orated the hall in which the first con-
gress of the United States' met. It
is & finer flag now im point of material,
and almost any sort can be bought that
one 1s willing to pay for, but whether
it be silk or paper, it 1s the stars and
stripes, the idol of the people, whose
fame increases with the addition of ev-
ery star.

And all the :time we think of the
poetry and prose of the flag. If any
reader of these lines has ever visited
8 forelgn country, has been a stranger
in some far away place over the ocean,
he may remember the feeling of joy,
of pride, almost rapture that came to
him when he first saw the stars and
stripes floating over the consulate.

The writer remembers some years
ago walking down the Bols de Bou-
logne in Paris. Just ahead of him

. 'Was a regulation man of the world, and
yet something about him indicated that
at one time or another he bad lived In
America. He walked slowly down the
avenue until all of a sudden, from the
second story of 3 bullding at the right,
there was flung to the breeze the silk-
en folds of a beautitul specimen of the
American flag. The man of the world |
#aw It. In a second his silk hat was
oft hl.l head, and desplte the onlookers
: three as lusty cheers for the

l ud stripes as ever came from an

merican throat. As the writer reach-

‘ him, he turned about and with tears

down his cheeks, said, “I

4id mot know that the sight of any-

thing ecould touch m ke that.” And
then he cheered aga

This s just Ly ny “of evidence that

. the average person who looks n, waves
and carries the American flag
1y no lﬂelﬂm)k«l-lhun
that it holds. If anything were ever

t
knows and nobody cares where the
worn out ones go to. Sufficient to the
day is the fact that they have served

thelr purpose.

This by no means refefs Lo the bat-
tle flags. No, indeed. If there aro

only three inches of red, white and
blue, and a single star remalning at-
tached to the staft of such a banner,
the people think infinitely more of it
than they would of the finest thirty-
foot flag that was ever made. The
poor old rent and tattered banners all
have a meaning. There is history,
tragedy, romance and sometimes hu-
mor among the memories of the dear
old relics. Let any one who doubts
that pay a visit to the state howse at
Hartford, Conn., that stald 6ld town,
where jt used fo be agalnst the law for
a man to kiss his wife o Sund;
Hard-teatured old farmers come in
and view the cases where the flags are
located and presently, it one cares to
watch, there will be distinct evidences
of molsture and the dew on the grass
of a June morning was never more de-
Itghtful than the dew of patriotism that
really springs from the heart of the
Amierigan cltizen, whether he be old
and hard-featured or in the flush of
youth. .
When we wake up on a Fourth of
July morning, those of us who have
passed beyond the delightful time of
4 . m, and firecrackers, we are often
disposed to make sundry and polnted
remarks about the nolse that we hear.
But when we gather ourselves togeth
and get to the window and look out;
when we see on the nearest flagstaff
the stars and stripes, brilllant and
beautiful as the debutante in the first
flush of soclal success. we forget about
the noise. We only remember that we

GAVE THREE LL‘STY CHEERS.

are citizens of the greatest republic the
world ever knew, and we know that
any disturbance we may hear is in
honor of that flag which is floating
above us. We are proud of it.

And then, as the day grows apace
and all that it means is borne in upon
us, the words of genius come back to
us and we say to ourselves that nature
herself shows us that the United States
will never be sundered. France has
the lily, England has the rose, Scotland
has|the thistle, [reland has the sham-
rock. All these have their day and
pass from earth, but the stars shine on
forever.

A Declaration of

This is a day to be merry nnd oy,

And to celebrate with powds

Yet here I sit in a gloomy fit,

While the cannon and gens grow
louder.

In frenzy I wrote a burning IIM..

. Wherein I made confegsion

That Kitty’s hand I gid dmad‘
To keep in my possession.

Now here [ scan—(oh, hapless man!

For me no celebration!)
Her exceedingly cold and shortly told
Independence declaration!

THE HOUSE lN WHICH THE DEC- |

-*d(m GREAT ST,

numumal IN MICHIGAN

uon in honor of the flag.

Nltur-lly a nSI many patriotie
poems have grouped themsélves about

ter, though most of the poems relaflng
to this perfod were written 1ong after
the struggle was'\ended.  Probably the
earllest mention of the flag in poetry
s found In “An Anclent Prophecy,” s
poem written soon after the surrender

of Cornwallls, and predicting the out-

come of the war thus:
“O king, my dear king, you shall be
very sore,

From the stars and stripes you will |

mercy implore,
And your lion shall growl, but hardly
bite more.

Later, the first fight in the war for
Independence i portrayed by Emer-
son in words fan liar to every Ameri-
can: |
“By the rude bridge that arched the

fload,

Their flag to April's breeze unfurled,

Here once the embattled farmers stood,

And fired the shot heard round the |
world."” ™

Holmes says, in speaking of the he-
roes of the battle of Lexington
“While o'er their ashes the starry {om

flving
Wraps the proud eagle they roused |
trom his nest.”

Thus showing the flag as the em-

blem of the nation which those New

England farmers helped to establish. | |

In spite of the “Anclent Prophecy,”
however, the llon, still. growling, at-
tempted a second bite, and the war of

1812 ensued.  Again the poets come |
forward, and the flag of glory is borne |

Irresistibly along, cheered on and en-
couraged by such words as these:
“Comrades! join the flag of glory,

Cheerily tread the deck of fame,
Earn a place in future story,

Seek, and win a warrlor's nlme

o e e e e
May our bannered stars

Splendidly o'er freemen burn,

THIl the night of war is over,

Tl the dawn of peace return.”

It was during a battle of this war |
also that the “Star Spangled Banner”
was written, one of the most patriotic
and impassioned songs in all lterature.

- ]

The Mexican war, too, adds its con-

tribution. A poem relating to that |
n

contest tells how, after an all-day's
fight, the few surviving American sol-
diers were able to place the victorious
flag upon the public bulldings of Mon-
terey )

“Our banner on those turrets wave, '

And there our evening bugles play.”

The Declaratio

It was then, just as she was in the
act of hurrying away, that Dolly Madi-
son was seized with an inspiration that
will ever cause her name to live in the
heart ‘of every true American. She
stopped to think. What if the white
house should be burned? Did it con-
tain anything of value to the govern-
ment that she had neglected? The |
declaration of independenc:
flash she called to mind this most pre-
clous of all documents. Carefully

treasured in a cace apart from the oth- | N:
er papers It had been overlooked in the |

worriment and confusion. It must be
saved at all hazards! Without a ma-

ment’s hesitation she turned and rush- |
ed back Into the house. “Btop! for |

heaven's sake, stop!” crled her friends,
vainly endeavorig to intercept h-r
Disregarding thefr commands, r

less of her danger, the brave woman
sped to the room containiog the tress-
ure for which she was willing to saori-
fice her life. Without attempting Ia
open the glazed door of the case

shattered the glass with her clmh«l

hand, snatched the priceless parch- |
ment, and, waving it exultingly above

LARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
WAS WRITTEN

her head, hurrled to the door, whers | b: the Cowell Eros.. -
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Obio, 31st \llchlg.n. Third Wisconsin,
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and 1 ‘v.h

Gen. Miles Goes With Next Fxpedition.

Washington: Preparations for hurry
ing reinforcements ta Gen. Shafter and
for the Porto Rican expedition are pro-
gressing as fast ds possible. ~ Gen
Shaf
Tampaas many of the transports as he
can spare. IUis stated officially that
n. Miles would command the next
pedition which leaves the United

Santiago, Gen. M
position, will n
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—Ladies’ Hum- Jourpal. | equipped with the
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" The human system can endure heat :‘n which there was an insurance of | gan boys contains the First Georgia
of ,000,
doe. | | ‘The men who take careof our money | these regiments
for us—in other words the Michigan | Gardener on being the only colonel to
Bankers’ Association—met in conven- ry.
tion in the Russell house, Detroit, and
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i there. The Spaniards
tired before the advance, which was\
covered by Cabap skirmishers, burning | f
the blockhouses ‘as they went. Col,
Wagner, with 4 small reconnaisince
party of about 4 brushed against,
the flank of a retreating Spanish col-
umn 200 strong, at Firmezas. A dozen
shots were fired | by the: Spaniards, as
Col. Wagmer fell buck. Biefore Gen,
Lawton coul the
van regime: -d de-
camped westwand, .|..mguuu.....h-i~'

n. Linares and 1,200 Spay-

s with “such haste that thy

?.‘..4 no time to Yurn the. town as tigry
had Buiquiri, Gen. Linares retreated
to Sevilla, six m

west of Juragua
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170 Cubans under Col.
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Another report says: The
Fourth army corps under Gens
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LAND LATTLB NLAR SANTIAG

Flcans Killed anil 50 Wy
h Riders
oot land battle betweeu, the
an’ und Spanish forces in the
compaign against Santiago oceurred
st cavalry,
four troops of the 10th cavalry and
cight troops of Roosevelt’s rough rid:
ers. less than 1,000 men in all, di
tacked 2,000 Spanish
thickets within five
The Amerlcans
beat the enemy t ck into the city, but
they left 13 dewd upon the field, as
| follows: \
Roosevelt’s ro gh riders—Capt. Allyn
rgt. Hamil- |
ton Fish, Jr; Pri Tillman and
Dawson, of Trgop L; Dougherty, of
T. Erwin, of Troop F.

Privates Dix, York,

First cavalry

| B J\\l’k Kolbe, Herlin and Lenmark,

nth cavalry{~Corporal White.

At least 50 Americans were wounded,
including six oficers. Several of the
Uwill die. The following of-
were wounded:

Rough ridery Maj. Brodie, shot

| throush the right forearm; Capt. Me-

Clintock, T

n)p B, shot through the

ut. J. R. Thomas, Troop
L. shot |l|ruu'h right leg; condition
alryCapt. Knox.

irst

o | and Licut Beyan.

Gen. Young commanded the expedi-
tion und was with the regulars, while
Col. Wood directed the operations of

adly | the rough riders two miles west.

Both parties struck  the Spaniards
about the same time and the fight,

cction. who was running too | lasted an hour. The Spaniards opened
| fire from the thicket brush and. had

dvantage of numbers and posi-
tion. but the traops drove thém batk
from the start, ftormed @ blockhoust
round which they made the final stand |
and sent them | scattering over' the

‘and the Sphnish torpedo | mountains, Tyelve dead Spanisrds
| bent destroyer Terror.  The Terror | Were found in the bush a

‘“er the fight,

ited | but their loss was doubtless far in ex-
cess of that,
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A cyclone 40 rods wide and 10 miles

long passed one mile south of Lambert-
ville, completely destroying the barns
and orchards u!f Johnson, J. Slyker,
H. Bristoll, J. E. Mi

Forests were gredtly damaged and the,
loss on farm property is estimated at
[.810.000.  Mr. Jahuson was, the only
| man w

€300.  Fortunately ng lives were lost.

ckens and J. Hasen.

o bad a cyclone insurance of
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anila.
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