THE CN# =CHILD.

HIS ‘world has
whirled on In
Ite: way

For nineteen hun-
dred years,
) Since Bethlehem's
. babe, who came
in Love,
Wept over us His
tears.

Still swings above
the goiden stat
That on that night stood still
Above the humble village inn,
By the Judaean rill.

And wise menseex the path today
The crowned’ Mag! found—

The mother heart of womanhood
Makes that, Earth’s holy ground.

The singing angels hover now
Above the manger, there.
Where God's light shane upon His

row,
The Prince of Peace so fair!

The wondrous story, never old,
Thrills on the wakened heart,
Who led us to His Heavenly Fold,
Who walked from men apart.

today, In spirit strain,

ong that never dies

Find out that glittering star agaln,
The scales dropped from our eyes!

Awake,
The

For God's dear love Is potent now

. As when His relgn began;

The chanting of the seraph band
Shames restless heart of man.

Here, in our mldst, the Heavenly Dove
Seeks an eternal res

Descending from His throne above
To hide within each breast.

‘Wake!

Better Natures, sleeping long!
Cast off the thralls of sin!

List to the choiring angels’ song

And let the White Dove In!

'

! Mute by the graves of vanished hates,

. Greet all n love today!

Lift up your brows with hearts elate,
And meet Him on our way!

Henry Savage.
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But prior to this there was a sort of
Christmas tree in E The

ing in the England of a century ago
are generally regarded by archaeolo-
glsts as survivals of tree worship,
which seems to have exiated every-
where. .

Germany probably recelved the tree
from Scandinavia, where the anclent
legend tells of “Yggdrasil,” the ash,
which binds together heaven. earth
and hell; ita branches spreading over
the whole world, and reaching above
the sky: Its roots running in three di-
rections, one to the Asa gods in heav-
en, one to the Frost glants, and the
third to the under-world.

In the far East, Japanese sacred
books, written a dozen centuries ago,
relate how the gods pulled up by the
roots on the mountain Kager the Sa
tree, on the branches of which th
hung jewels, a mirror and blue
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white peace offerings to the shining
goddess of the heavens. : '

The Hindoo Parijata and Kalpavris-
kaha yielded all the objects of the de-
sires of gods and mortals, and so, too,

did the Iranlan Harvisptokhm, “the
tree of all the. seeds,”

At cremation ceremonies in Bud-
dhist Stam a framework representing
a tree, to which are tfed limes and nut-
shells containing money and lottery
tickets, occupies a prominent place, and
after the rites these “frults,” which
are called “karaphfuk,” are scrambled
for by the crowd. .

In Upper Indla the scavenger caste
carry in processions, in honor of their
80d Zahir, a bamboo framework deck-
ed with bright colored cloths and pea-
cock feathers, and hung with fans and
bunches of cocoa nuts.

Luclan described trees covered with
ornaments and sacred attributes which
were brought each year to be burnt
offerings to the goddess Atergatls at
Hierapolis of Syria; and he told also
of great trees, loaded with goats, sheap,
garments and gold and silver objects
which were burned before the Syro-
Phoenician gods.

Conventional, ‘or “made-up” trees
are pictured on Babylonian cylinders,
and one of the bllingual hymns trans-
lated by Prof. Sayce describes how the
“Place of the Tree” (of which these
pletured trees were undoubtedly sym-
bols) is the central spot of the earth,
wbile its frylts—obviously the etars—
are of §rilliant crystal and reach jnto
the ‘liquld vast.”

The pfhe of Cybele and Attis s still
to 'be séen on the anclent bas rellets,
hung with bells, a reed flute, a wheel
and other objects, and there are sacred
birds among the branches and a ram
and a bull etanding beneath, ready for
sacrifice.

Pictures and other votive objects

“Universe tree,” whose trunk was the
cosmic axls, whose roots were in the
under-world, and whose branches, lift-
ed aloft Into the skies, bore up the
heavenly hosts.

The custom of decorating the church-
es with greenery at Christmas had its
origin in a pagan ceremony. The
great feast of Saturn- was held In De-
cember, when the worshipers hung the
temple with such green things as they
could find; and the Christiana adopted
the same method to celebrate the birth
of the Savior, glving it an emblematic
turn by referring to the “righteous
branch,” and justifying It from Isaiah
56: 13—"The glory of Lebanon shall
come unto thee, the fir tree, the pine
tree and -the box together to beautify
the place of my sanctuary.” i

The holly, or holy tree, is called
Christ's thorn in Germany and Scan-
dinavla, from its use in church decora-
tlons and its putting forth Its berries
at Christmas time,

THE YULE LOG,

Christmas day in the primitive
church was always observed as the
Sabbath day, and, like that preceded
by an Eve, or Vigil. Hence our pres-
ent Christmas Eve. On the night of
this Eve, people were wont to light
up candles of an uncommon size, call-
ed Christmas candles, and lay a log of
wood upon the fire, called a Yule log
or Christmas block, to flluminate the
house, and, as it were, to turn night
into day. This custom is still kept up
in the north of England. The size of
these logs of wood, which were fn
fact great trees, may be imagined from
the fact that in the time of the civil
wars of the last century, Capt. Hosler
burnt the house of Mr. Barker of
Haghmond Abbey, near Shrewsbury,
by setting fire to the Yule log. At
the bringing In of the Yule log at
Christmas Eve in the ancient castle of
England, the great hall of the castle
was profusely decorated with ivy and
holly berries. As soon as the log was
lighted the Christmas festivities be-
gan. The servants were then given a
general holiday and did not go to bed
at all, but rambled about until the
church bells called them to prayer at
12 o'clock. The word Yule signifies
Christmas, which was called In the
Latin or Western church the Feast of
Lights, because they used many lights
or candles at its celebration in honor
of Christ, the Light of all Lights, }
Some Hollday Hints |

Don't outgrow Christmas. |

Don’t forget that the people whom
you owd like to make presents, too, |

Don't think that you are too poor |
to keep Christmas. You can't be so
poor as all that. |
Don’t give presents that are a pleas-
ure. for ten minutes, and a burden and
a worry far ten yeara, |

Don’t spend so much on Christmas
that you can't get even with the
butcher and the grocer until March,
Don’t—you women—don't buy neck-
ties for your-men-folks. Don't en-
courage them in being bigger guys than
neceseary.

Don’t give your wife something she
doesn’t care for, just because you want
it- yourself. This “don’t” works the
other way just as well, .
Don’t put off buying your presents
until the afternoon before Christmas,
unless you are of a sociable disposition
and are easlly satisfied. .

the gifts you receive. If the gifts are
worth having, ithey seem spmething
above dollars and cents,

Don't forget that a basket of fruit
or a box of flowers is just as nice a
present, In many cases, as something
that will last a good deal longer.
Don’t forget the Bob Cratehits and
the Tiny Time—that {s, unless you are
unregenerate Old Scrooge, {n which
case forgetfulness can be explalned.
Don’t put everything off to the last,
because you had better for the joy of
your friends give nothing than to wear
yourself out and be as cross as two
sticks when the blessed day comes.

Don’t waste any of your pity on the
long-haired youths who lie at the bot-
tom of the heap In football serim-

| love them so.

|
| low's face look so bright and happy.

?

| arms full of red berries.

Don’t try to find the price-marks on

last night it was
full of slelghs,”.
sald Archle pres-
ently, “but they were all marked one
dollar and a mx‘:d 1 have only
twenty five cent pitces in my bank.”

“Bring me the]bauk,” sail his moth-
er, opening her pocketbook.

In another moment Archie stood be-
fore his mother rattling the colns in
the_small tiz box.

f 1 give you ten more five-cent
pleces,” sald his mother,smiling, “how
much will you have then?"

“One hundred and fifty ceats,” cried
Archue, laughing aloud. “May I go and
buy “the sleigh now?"

“Yes,” sald his mother, “but I want
some of those lovely red berries I saw
In the wood yesterday. They would
look 80 nice among the evergreens.
And besides, grandma and your aunts

“I'll bring you a lot.” sald Archle.

In a few moments he was running
down the road toward Mr. Dunkirk's
store, N

As he passed a tiny cottage on the
way a very small boy pushed open the
window and shouted:

“Santa Claus 1s golng to bring me &
sleigh tonight.”

“How do you know, Dick?"
Archle.

“Ellen told me s0,” sald Dick,

Archile had never seen the litte teff

asked

He knew that Dick lived alone with
bis sister, who, though only 15 years
old, worked hard all day long In the
big silk factory to support herself and
her brother. And as Archie walked
toward Mr. Dunkir tore he thought
& great deal of Diek's happy face.

Archle took a long time choosing his
sleigh, so when his selection was
made and he started off pennlless but
happy, dragging a wonderful red and
green alelgh after him, it was almost

lark.

As he turned a corner suddenly he
ran against a girl standing in the road.
It was Dick's sister, and she was cry-
ing.

‘What 1s the matter?”
Why don't you go home
“I-1 can’t bear to see Dick. I prom-

tsed him a sleigh and I spolled a lot

of silk today and have been dismissed
from the works without my week's
pay.”

She gave one look at Archie’s new
slelgh and hid ber face on the fence
rail. ©

The tears were In Archie's eyes as
he went on his way. When he reach-
ed the little cottage he stood still be-
bind a great bush outside of the gate.
Little Dick was still peeping out. Ar-
chie watched the eager face for several
moments, then, when the child left the
window, he stole sofely through the
little garden and up the rickety steps.
Then, fastening the rope of his beauti-
ful new sleigh to the door knob, he
gave three loud raps and ran away.

He heard Dick open the door and
shout:

“Oh! oh! oh! See what Santa
Claus has brought me!"
Suddenly Archie remembered the

berries he had promised to bring his
mother.

“It 1s not dark yet,” he sald, "and 1
kngs* just where to find them.” He
climbed the fence at the side of the
road and went toward a thick clump
of trees.

' .

It was elght o'clock on Christmas
Eve and at Archie's house his mother
stood at the door looking white and
frightened. His father, with a lan-
tern in his hand, stood In the road.
Archie had not come home,

“I have been to Mr. Dunkirk’s store,”
sald Archie's father. “He left before
dark. Now I will search the wood.”

Some one shiouted, “Hello! hello!
hellot”

“There he Is now!" crled Archie's
mother. “I am so glad!" and she ran
down the road toward the volce,

The first person they met was Ellen,
pulling a beautiful new red and green
sleigh over the smooth snow, and on
it was little Dick, and Archle with his

“Oh, where have you been?" sald his
mother, as he ram to meet her.

“I went to tha woods for some ber-
ries and my coat caught in a branch
and I could not get it away. If it had
not.been for Ellen I might have been
hanging there yet."

“How can I ever thank you?” sald
Archie’s mother, turning to Ellen.

“I saw him go Into the wood,” re-
plied Ellen, “after he put this beauti-

Then, when I heard he was lost, I fol-
I would

lowed and looked for him.

MADE TWO HAPPY.
have searched all night. 1 never can
do enough for him. He is the dear-
est, best little fellow In the world,”
and, turning, she hurried away.
‘The next morning when Archle

, and when the
of roasted turkey and mince ples
through the house he wondered |
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S many years after
the Christian era,
superstition in all
its formns was rampant, and among the
various superstitions of the world, born
In ignorance, those appertalning to
Christmastide were by no means the
fewest, and certainly not the least cu-
rlous.  Here are some references to
Christmas superstitions and customs
which should prove of interest at the
present time:

The day comes in December, which
month, it 1s generally believed, was
consacrated to Saturn, or, as others
think, was made sacred to Vesta. High
festivals were held during this month

LLy the northern natives in honor of

the sun. The evergreens, with which
houses were decked, are relics of the
symbols by which our heathen ances-
tors exhibited their bellef in the pow-
or of the sun to deck the earth anew
with green, and to laden the trees with
rich frult. The mistletoe, exhibited at
Christmas and the new year In almost
every house In the old country, and ot
late years in many residences in our
own land, is regarded as a sem!-sacred

thing that possesses charms and con- |

fers privileges on people possessed of
it or who may come under the support
from which is s suspended.

In the olden times the anclent Brit-
ons believed their gods were In the
oaks. When the mistletos berries were
ripe the druids invited the people to &
great feast, and the oldest druid, dress-
ed in white, climbed up the trees

where the mistletoe grew, and with a |

golden sickle cut it down, while the
other drulds sung and prayed. There
are many and varying accounts of the
mistletoe and of the strange, supersti-
tlous proceedings in gathering it. The
mistletoe s supposed to be the golden
bough which Aeneas made use of to
introduce himself to the Elyslan re-
glons. It s often worn about the neck
of children to prevent convulsione and
pain when getting their teeth.

Presents Come High.
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“Winnle got a dlamond ring for her
Christmas.”

“How did she get 1t?”

“Hung up her stockings.”

“Jack, of course? But how did Jack
get 1t .

“Hung up his watch.”

CHRISTMAS CAROL.

Hark! those strains, so sweetly falling,
On that festal morn!

To our hearts are they recalling,
Christ, our King, was born.

He has come to give a blessing
To the poor, the sad;

He has come with kind caressing,
Making children glad.

Chorus:
Hark! those straltis 50 sweetly falling
On that festal morn;
To our heart they are recalling,
Christ, our King, was born.

Hie we to the lowly manger,
At the village inn;
Let us greet the wondrous strange:
Saving.all from sin;
Let us bring a royal treasure,
Like the wise of old;
Love sincere and without measure,
Better far than gold.
o Chorus.—Hark, ete.

‘What though wintry winds are blow-
ing

Leaves from off the tree;

And no more the flocks are lowing,
On the upland lea;

Christ each little lamb s tending,
Folding 1t with care;

From the storms of life defending,
From its chilling afr.

Chorus.—Hark, ete.

May those angels, at the dawning,
Singing in the sky,
Ever with a kindly warning
Bid the tempter fly.
When no more on earth is given
Joy like this today,
May such messengers of heaven
Bear our souls away.
. Chorus.—Hark, ete.

A Phesomenca.

When Christmas comes with merry
pace .

The small boy is a peach;

His stomach is the resting place
Of everything in reach.

Joy sud Expense.
“Uncle Theodore, what is the Christ-
mas spirit?”

“It is that genial joy you feel when
you discover that you have money
enough to go round.”

although It requires cons

able Initial labor to start the beds, The
swamp should first be cleared of
trees and bushes as much'as possidl
and then' be cut up Into ditches run
ning parallel to each other and at right
angles. Each ditch should be about
four feet wide and two feet deep. A
space between the ditches should be
on elther gide large enough for a
man to pass along to gather the erop.
Cgoss ditches should iutersect theso
parallel ones about every 20 feet. All
of the ditches should start trom the
head of the brook, and the fall in them
should be very plight, so that the waten
Wwill flow away yery slowly. 1f one end
of the swamp Is much lower than an-
other the depth of the ditches, should
vary just enough so that the water will
be kept distributed evenly through
them. Everything depends upon hav-
ing the water under control. It ‘the
mp 1s low on one side the mud from
the ditches should be thrown up
form an embankment. At the lowest
| point a dam should be constructed to)
| let off the water when needed. In the
| #pring and fall the water will collect
too rapidly, and it will be necessary to
drain off considerable of the surplus
and a good dam will then fully pay for
Mselt. When the ditches are all ready
| the cresses should be planted in the
| bottom of them by securing cuttings
from old beds. The cuttings can often
be taken from the wild cresses in some
neighboring swamp. They will im-
prove in flavor and quality under thelr
new conditions. They can also be
ralsed from seeds, and the seeds are
sown broadcast Into the ditches. The
cuttings are pushed Into the muddy
| bottom about a foot apart each way.
| They will in a season spread all aver
the bottom and form a complete mass
of green. In the winter and early
spring the plants are harvested for the
market. In dolng this care must be
taken not to destroy the plants, but
slmply to cut off the edible part nd
leave the root growing. The harvester
should take a bunch In the left hani
and then with a sharp knife cut off the
| stalks about four inches down. The
plants should not be pulled, The cress- |\
es are packed usually in half-peck
baskets, which In turn are packed in
crates. In winter these baskets some-
times sell as high as $1 aplece. This
is the most profitable time to gather
the cresses for market.

|
Experiments With Oata !

The Alabama Experiment Station has
been making some experiments with
oats, and gives the following summary
of the results:

Among a number of varleties of oats
tested none was found superior in yleld
to the common Red Rust Proof oat.

Varleties which produced moderate
ylelds of gralns and relatively large
amounts of tall fine straw were Myer's
Turf and Hatchett's Black, These and
related varieties- are hardy, and are
valuable for grazing and for forage.

In three different experiments Red
Rust Proof oats sown in November
ylelded 7.9, 118, and 9.7 bushela per
acre more than the same kind of seed
sown from February 9 to March 1, The
average Increase in these three experi-
ments due to fall sowing was 9.3
bushels.

The period between October 1 and
November 15 is suggested as the best
tme for sowlng the bulk of the crop
of Red Rust Proof oats in central Alay

ama. : \

A comparison of cotton seed and cot- |
ton seed meal applied both In fall and
spring was rendered inconclusive by
reason of unfavorable weather.

Cowpea vines, plowed under, Increas-

ed the yleld ot oats sown In February
to the extent of 10.4 bushels per acre.
The yleld of fall-sown oats on land
where cowpea vines had been plowed
under (after 11 bushels of peas per
aere had been picked) was 28.6 bushels
per acre against 7.1 bushels on a.piot
previously abandoned to weeds and
crab grass, a galn of 21.5 bushels of
oats,
The plot on which only the roots and
stubble of cowpea vines were plowed
under ylelded 34.4 bushels of oats per
were, against, 9.7 bushels where German
millet stubbile had been plowed under,
an increase of 24.7 bushels of oats per
acre. Considering yleld of peas and of
bay and yleld of the succeeding oat
crop, it was more profitable to cut cow-
peas for hay than to plek the peas and
plow under the vines.

Nitrate of soda applied as & top
dressing on both fall-sown and spring-
sown oats, was most profitable when
applied ot later than the last of
March, or at least 55 days before the
grain was mature,

Eighty pounds of aitrate of soda per
acre afforded a profit when applied\ In
March. In one experiment this amount
of nitrate of soda afforded a yleld of
29.3 bushels of oats per acre, while 160,
Ibs. of nitrate of soda per acre result-
ed In a yleld of 34.1 bushels. This was
an Increase over thn plot recelving no
nitrate of soda a'12.9 bushels with, the |
smaller quantity of fertilizer and 177 |
bushels with the largar amount; thers
‘was a greater profit on the investment |
when 80 pounds was employed.

On soil well supplied with vegetable
matter, plots receiving 660 1bs. of s
ed lime per acre at time of planting
yielded more than plots fiot limed. But
slaked lime applied as a top dressiug
o March on oats growing on sandy
1azd deficlent In vegetable matter failed
to increase the yleld. CUN

In a co-operative fertilizer experi-
ment conducted near Auburn with oats
sown in February, drought caused the
erop to fail on all plots. The greatest
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