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.1t is ot regarded(as quite manly for
& large, sirong, rich_man to seize o

| small, wepk, poor midn by the throat, |
d compgl him fo pay on the spat f
dn het, wifich the big men declsrdy’
rhaps whaty
{ an individuab
varnment, - N
less Germany').” virtual bully
Haytl does nof seem altogether admir-
able. .

Bix pretty girls act as ushers fn a
| Trenton, New Jersey, church, and pass
the plate besides. Presently there will
bé excursion trains to and from that

the

will get 50 rich that It will pass most
of fts time in the pleasing work of
cutting its coupons. Yet there are |
still churches ‘that fnsist on sjlence on |
the part of the bettér half of their
members, however much the money
they command*may be able to talk.

Many a littlé plle carefully saved by
Industry and ecopomy s golng to be
lost In Alaskan ventures next spriug,
in the hope of having it doubled or
trebled or quintupled. We advise all
who think of going Into such ventures |
first to ask the advice of somebody
who Is disinterested and who knows
something about’them. And if they
can’t get any light on the subject it is
very easy for thoke akout to invest to |
take Punch’s advice to thode about to
marry—don't

The clergyman who, a faw Sundays
ago, whipped but a cheese-knife from
behind his pulpit and brandished it be-
fore his throat, and another who dur-
1ng his sermon weighted a balloon with
a whisky bottle, may have convinced
their congregation that drink is both
suicidal and debasing, but they seem to
have forgotten the rule of rhetoric that
such similes buriesque both the subject
and object. Eccentric anx “yellow”
methods, whether in-speech, or journ- |
alism, or soclal life, may entorce et-|
tentian and excite comments, but Jre |
meretricious in chagacter and of doubt-
ful utllity.

| The modern moralists who think of
“business* as an unscrupulous scram- |
ble for wealth may profitably consider
two events that recer  occurred la |
New York within a le week.” In\

ntleman of late years
has prospered :I hare—many
thousands of dollars- af the debts cf a
firm that falled in 1561 In the other a
father volunteerc] to pay ‘his bank:
rupt son's proportlnfot tiie very largé
liabilities of an nkofvent partnership.
These debts had already been regularly
“discharged” by prccess of law. No
man-made obligation rested on the
gentlemen who pald them. But the
sense of houor is higher and a fin
thing than insolvency statutes, and it |
1s well to be reminded that the flerce
preasure of commerclal  competition |
does not necessarily crush 1t out.

There are conflicting British and
French claims to certain territory in
West Africa, and the presence of armad
forces of the contestants in the dis-
puted region makes the situation serl- |
ous. The coveted territory lies behlnd
French Dahomey, which gives France
@ claim to it op the hinterland theory
but its natural outlet Is by the Niger, |,
the mouth of which is in possession of |
the British. Both powers base (aok |
claims also on - treaties with native |
chiets;

ut as the same chiefs have con- |
ceded the same territory to both an!
possibly to the Germans as well, there
are difficult questions of priority (o be
settled. Negotiations have been opencl
through a commission at Paris to set-
tle these claims, and an arrangement
recently effected for the adjustment of
simflar differences between France and

' Germznuy givee hopes of success.

| rled one of these men.to reform him.

| and I lJike pea

| of the claw, the vulture Teft the dove

| a tlock of robins flying past, cried to

rtained and implied by some men.
This is evident to them, because Adam
‘was first created, and then Eve. They

dependeny creation, and was intended,

it sye chope, to live alone, to work
alone, act ‘mna, think alone, and fight
“her battles alone. The Bible says it
1§ not good for man to be alone, but
never says it Is not good for woman t
be alone; and the simple fact Is t
many women who are harnessed for/
life in the marrjage reljgion would b
a thousandfold better off i they wefe
alone, :

Who are these men who, year After:
year, hang around hotels and epgine- |
hopses and theater doors, and gome in
and out to bother busy clerks and mer-
chajts and mechanics, doing nothing,
where there is plenty to do?’ They are
men supported by their wives and
mothers. If the statistics of any of our
cities could be taken on this subject, |
you would find that a vast muititude
of women not only support themselves,
but masculines. A great leglon of
men amount to nothing, and a woman
by marriage, manacled to one of these
nonentities, needs condolence. A wo-
man standiug outside the marriage re-
lation s several hundred thousand
times ‘better off than a woman' badly
married. Many a brfde, instead of a
wreath of orange blossoms might more
properly wear a bunch of nettles and
nightshade, and, instead of the Wed-
ding March, a more appropriate tune
would be the Dead March in Saul, and,
Instead of a bamquet of confectionery
and ices, there might be more appro-
priately spread a table covered with
apples of Sodom.

Many an attractive woman, of good
sound sense in other things, has mar-

What was the result? Like when a
dove, noticing that a vulture was ra-
pacious and cruel, set about to reform
it, and said, “I have a m{ld disposition,
e, and was brought up
In the quiet of a dove-cote, and I wil:
bring the vulture to the same likiug
by marrying him,” so, one' day, after
the vplture declared he Would give up
his carniverous habits and cease long-
ing for blood of flock and herd, at an
witar of rock covered with moss and
liches, the twain were married, a bald-
headed eagle officiating, the vulture
saying, “With all my dominion of

earth and sky, I thee endow, and prom-
1se to love and cherish till death
us part,”
rright,

do
But one day the dove In her
aw the vulture-busy at a car-
Stop that! did you not
at you would quit your
carnivérous-and filthy habits if I mar-
rled you? “Yes,” said the . vulture,
ut it you -dou't like my . you |
can leave,” and with one angry stroke
of the beak, and another flerce clutch

eyeless and wingless and lifeless. Xnd

each other and said, “See there! that
ove marrying a vulture

comes from a
to reform him

Many a woman who has had the
hand ot a young Inebriate offered, but
declined it, or who was asked to chain
her life to a man selfish, or of bad
temper, and refused the shacklps, will
bless God throughout a)l eternity that
she escaped that earthly ?).\udomw
nlum.

Besides all this, in our country. about |
one . ilion men were sacrificed in our
Civil war, and that decreed a million
women to celibacy. Besides that,
since the war, several armies of men
as large as the Federal and Confeder-
ate armies put together, have: fallen
under malt liquors and distilled spirits,
50 full of polsoned ingredients that the
work was done more rapldly, and the
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Now. men of I | entail &’ further issue of paper to the |
of America, be fald, and, ’ still further detriment of exchange and

Quickly Cured.

{ vigtims fell while yet young. And if
There are four different grounds un | aely thousand men are destroyed every
which European nations base their | yeqr by girong drink before marrfage,
claims to territory in Africa. One 15| that makes Ju the thirty-three yosrs
actual ogcupation; another Is a treaty | gince the war one million six hundred
with a native chlef, conceding terrl-| ang fitty thousand men slain, and de:
tpry; a third is the claim that the 00- | crees one million six hundred and fifty
cupation of the mouth of a river gives | tnousand women to celibacy. Take,
a right to the country which It Wateq; | then, the fact that so many women are
a fourth Is the “hinterland” theory, by unhappy -In thelf marriage, and the
which is meant that a nation which oc- | fact that the slaughter of two million
cuples & gtrip of territory on the coast” fivg hundred and ffty thousand men,
has a right to the country lying beh!nd %y war and rum combined, decjdes that
it. Of these grounds of claim, the first | a¢ fleast that number of women shall
1s least likely to be contested; but as | be lunafanced for life, my text comes
o the others, the same chief may give | in fith a cheer and poténcy and appro-
concessions to two or three rival na-| pripteness that you may never have
or the territory which is claimed | seen In it before when it says, “Every
by one because it is watered by a river | wide woman buildeth her house; thdt
the mouth of which it controls may be | s, [let woman be her own architect,
“ claimed by another because it 1s in the | lay| out her own plans, be her own su-

“hinterland” or territory which it pos- | perfvisor, achleve her own destiny.

sesses on the coast. In addressing those women who
5 haye to fight the battle alome, i con-
gratulate you on your happy escape.
Rejoice forever that you will not have,
to pavigate the faults of the other sex,
when you have faults enough of your
OWwh.. Think of the bereavements you
avold, of the risks of unassimilated
temper, whick you wlill not have to/run,
of [the cares 'you will never have to
carty, and of the opportunity of out-

Among those who are the most
' richly endowed by nature, and accom-
plished by their own industry, how few
there. are whose virtues are not ob-
scured by the ignorance, prejudice or
envy of their beholders! Some men
cannot discern between a noble and
a mean action. Others are apt to at-
tribute.them to some false end or in-

tention; others ”%ly'nl-rgmunt 8idp usefulness from which marital

and put a wrong erphetation upon | lfd would have partially debarred you,

them; and ptill others take an lll-ni-| and that you are free to go and come
as

tured pleasure in crossing our incli-
nations and disiy us in what
our hearts are most set upon. |
Prophecips of ideal soclal conllitions
have not. yet included rybber tirés for
the wheels of legislation, but such a

jone 'Who has the responsibilities ot
can seldom be. God has
given you a hard lot, as compared
h your sisters. When youd¥ women
Il make up their minds at the start
t masculine companlonship is not a
jessity In order to happiness, and
it ithere is a strong probability that
y will have to fight the battle of
alone, they ‘will dbe getting the
jber realy for their own | fortune,
their saw and axe and plane sharp-
{d for its construction, since “Every
bulldeth her. house.”

jeh he could earn a livelihood, so
{§irl ought to be brought up with-
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