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CURRENT ITEMS.

Mx. GrapsTONE's franchise bill,
which the lords have agreed to pass,
makes every householder a voter. With-
in a fow years England will doubtless
tako the ene romaiaing step—a short
one -0 universal manhood suffcage.

Tar Smithsonian institution at Wash-
ington has receotly received a com-
munication from F. Minkewitch af Rus-
sla, who offors to sell to the United
States government tho manuscript. in
Russian, of an original, anciert, euleg-
istic, acrostic poem o1 Georgo Wash-
‘ngton, The poem as necidently dis-
covered in 8 lot of waste paper bgught
ata sale in that country. He asks for
the original manuscript #8000, vut
will take $3,500 for a copy. It has boen
suggested that it might be purchased.
it sufficiently meritortous, and placed
in an appropriato niche at the w,.‘r
the Washington monunent.

ALMOST every inventor has tormont-
ed his brain with ¢ffurs to originate &
car coupler that will ao business auto-
matically and reduco tho rato of mor-
tality among railrosd men. Tno chief
obstacle ia tho way of asuccassful auto-
matic coupler is the various height in
ears. A Rockland, Mo, man is said 1o
overcome this and to have dovised ha
a shacklo which wiil work on all cials
of cars. 1t will bo given a_ trial on on
of the roads going outof Boston snd
iitis all hat is claimed forit, the
Rockland man will nako bis fortune.
But theso things aro so far, sometimes,
When they seem +0 Desr.

AN old soldier of Balumore claims to
bave in his possession n Jetter which
clearly proves that John Wilkes Booth
did not axsnssinato President Lincoln
trom any political motives but to sutisty

a personal revenge. L seoms 2
Booth had n friend who Kus
condemnod to bo shot us & con-

toderato spy, nnd ho visited Mr. Lin
coln in his friend’s behalf. Mr. Lin-
coln®was cold, but after Booth had
gone down oo his knees and bathed
Lincoln's hand in teers ho relented and
promised that tho spy shoulll bo saved
The next ay Booth loarmod that the
man had been shot, and he became
wild with rago and concoctod a schemes
of assassination which ho afterwards

tulfilled.
AN excursion of soversl nundred busi-
ness men and Now

York, Philadelphia s atimoro will
visit the World's  Exposttion at Now
Orloans on the 8th of Junuary. - Thoy
go for the purposo of gaining form-
tion a8 to the commorcial resourees of
the South and future prospocts of op
ing up new avenues of trade with that
section and Spanish- American markots.
“The excursion will go via Cincinnati &
Louisvillo to Now Orloans, and return
ing will visit tho principal Southern
cities. Sicty graduates from Girard
College, Philadelphia, will visit the
World's Exposition as s delegation,
and will be entertainod by the French
citizens of Now Orleans 10 honor of
Stephen Girard, founder of tho collews

America's French benefactor of
education.

W 11 referenco to the recoutly pub-
lished assertions that Amorican inter-
ests in Moxico aru in groat juopardy on
account of the hatrad entertained by
people of that country toward tho
United States since tho war of 1847,
Senor Romero, Mexican Minister, says
the Mexicans are on tho coutrary very
amicably disposed towsrd this country ;
that the interosts of forvigners in Mexi-
o0, America included, are in no wot
danger thero than thay would bo in the
United States, particulary undor the ad-
ministration of Gen. Cortez, who will
protect with a strong hand their lives
and property. And besides rovolutions
aro no longor possiblo in Mexico, not
only on sccount of tho good sense of
the people. but also by roason of tho
facilities enjoyoed by the government to
suppress at its birth any revolutionary
movement.

PRELIMINARY mensures for the incor-
poration of & school for Christian work-
‘ers have been taken in Springtield, Mass.
Prominent men in Spriogtield, New
York and Boston are intervsted in the
enterprise. he school will bo oponed
Jan. 1 underthe presidency of the Rev
D. A. Reod of Springfield assisted by
an efficient corps of teachers. Presont
arrangements reduco the expénse to
students to the mean cust of board,
books, eic. The object is to train in two
years' course of study young wen of
Christian character who Wwish to fit
themselves for Sunday school superin-
tendents, secretaries of youog men's
Christian associations, pastors’ lay as-
sistants, Bidle colporteurs and readers,
and for lay bome mission work. The
work has the approval of Messrs. Moody
Pentecost, Sayford and other prominent
gospel workers, who say there is a pos
tive demand *at living wages for  large
number of young men trained to this
wervice.

Iris said that 6,000 bottles of wine
were found in the oellar of the late
Senator Anlho-y This may be an ex-
‘aggeration, bu Senator
undoubtedly hl!l large collection of
‘wines, brick-a-brack, nicknacks, books,
plates, eto. One of his Senatorial col-
leagues, who knew him intimately, says
ot him: “He was ono of that class of

men who go throvgh life gently and

easily without any trouble to them-

‘selves, treading in their pathway oaly on
thing,
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